
5868TH T JB?ITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL [Sept. 20, 1884.

SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.-The autumnal meeting will be held at Higham
Ferrers, on Thursday, October 2nd, at 1 o'clock P.M. Gentlemen wishing to bring
forward papers or cases are kindly requested to communicate with the undersigned
without delay.-C. J. EVANS, Honorary Secretary.

READING BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING.
THE annual meeting of the Reading Branch of the British Medical
Association was held at the Atheneum, Friar Street, Reading, on
Wednesday, September 10th, 1884.
The meeting was well attended, and a very able address delivered

by the President, Dr. MOORE, of Maidenhead, for which the cordial
thanks of the Branch were accorded him.

CORRESPONDENCE,
BRITISH MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.

SiR,-The late Sir Erasmus Wilson has munificently left the British
Medical Benevolent Fund £5,000 ; but, as Lady Wilson takes a life-
interest in the whole of his property, this legacy is, of course, not
payable until after her death.

I take this opportunity of bringing before the profession our urgent
need of funds; for we are totally unable, at the present time, to help
many of the deserving cases that come before us.

Subscriptions may be paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Broadbent, 34,
Seymour Street, Portman Square; or to your obedient servant,

GEORGE P. FIELD, Honiorary Financial Secretary.
31, Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square,

September 10th, 1884.

THE MEDICAL SICKNESS, ANNUITY, AND LIFE ASSURANCE
SOCIETY.

SIR,-Where are the offices of the new "IMedical Man's Sick
Allowance and Annuity Society" ? if that is the name of the proposed
scheme. Many months ago I got a circular to fill in, as to whether I
would be favourable to such a scheme, and I answered " Yes." From
that time I have never heard of it until I saw your remarks the other
week. Why is it not announced in the medical journals, with a
schedule of charlges etc., just as other offices are? I am certain a great
many in the medical profession are quite ignorant of its existence.
Ought not a prospectus to be sent to every medical man in the

Directory. I enclose my card.-Yours, INSURANCE.
Sept. 14, 1884.
*** We print the above letter as an evidence of the extreme difficulty

that is experienced in fetting such matters fully before the profession.
and because the writer s view compares with the fact of several com-
munications for the Society having been sent to this office. Our
readers must, however, be aware that during the last eight months
publicity has repeatedly been given to the work of the Society in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, the JMcdical Times and Gazette, and
other journals, and we may add that a very large number of circulars
and prospectuses have been sent to members of the profession, though
"Insurance" appears unfortunately niot to have been included; and
as a result a flourishing membership of between 500 and 600 has been
attained; so that already, at the close of six months' working, the
Society is about to invest £2,000, as the beginning of its reserve-fund.
The Committee desire to avoid expending the resources of this pro-
fessional iuniion in costly advertisements, believing that the same end
will be attained by the personal effort and recommendation of the
members and others interested in the success of so valuable a society.
All communications on the subject of this Society addressed to the
Secretary, M1r. C. J. Radley, 26, Wynne Road, Brixton, S.A., will
be at once attended to. ERNEST HART, Chairman of Council.

DR L. A. SAYRE ON THE TREATM1ENT OF SPINAL
CURVATURES.

[WE have received a letter from Dr. S. O'Sullivan, stating that he has
been requested by Dr. Sayre to forward to us, for publication, the
following letter, addressed to Dr. Sullivan on the subject of his com-
munication, bearing the above title, which appeared in the JOURNAL
of August 30th, page 447].
"MMy dear Dr. O'Sullivan,-I have just seen the BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL of August 30th, in which I find your letter describing the
infamous deception passed off upon me by one of your countrymen,
the late D. C. The statement of his case, as made by me at Belfast, is

an exact copy of his written statement tc me, with the single exception
of an omission of " your honour" and "your honour's honour," which
occurs at almost every other line and makes his letter fulsomely ridi-
culous. I regret, more than words can express, that any such nmisre-
presentation should have occurred. But I had the most implicit faith
in the man's honesty and in the integrity of his statements, as he
seemed to be the very impersonation of piety and truthfulness, and
when he insisted on the length of time he h'ad worn the jacket, of
course I believed his statements. I told him that there had been
great complaint in the JOURNAL about 'filth,' ' sores on the skin, etc.,'
and he then repeated his statement about the number of months he
had worn it without any of those inconveiniences, and that he had
been able to work within a few weeks after it was first applied.
This statement was made in the presence of my two sons and several
other persons in my office, when he called. When I called on you at
the hospital, in Cork, it was to get from you a history of the case ; but,
as you will remember, you were engaged with Mr. Hobart in an operation,
and could not speak to me at the time, but promised to see me in Belfast.
Unfortunately at Belfast I could find no one from Cork who could inform
me (although I asked for them in the Section while talking, as any one
who was present can inform you), and being unable to obtain any
other information, I was comtipelled to give his case as he had given it
to me. I put up a number of cases in Cork, as you will remember, in
1877; and, as I never saw them but on that one occasion, I could nIot
tell whether this man was among the number or not, except from his
own statement. As I have only a moment to write, I hope you will
accept this explanation, and do me the justice to publish it in the next
number of the JOURNAL.-Yours tiruly, LEWIs A. SAYRE.
"On Board the S. S. Celtic, near Queenstowi,

" Sept. 5th, 1884."

THE BRITISH PHARMACOPEIA.
SIR,-Dr. Farquharson, towards the end of his letter in tlle JOURNAL

of August 2nd, seems to ir.ply a wish that the doses should be omitted
from the new edition. Any such suggestion will not, I trust, be for a
moment entertained. It would deprive the book of half its value. I
should have supposed, before reading this letter, that the Pharmaco-
paict was referred to for " information and guidance " with regard to
doses more than for any other purpose. That the doses require re-
vision there can be no question ; and if, instead of leaving them out,
a little more information could be added, I think the value of the
work would be enhanced. I would suggest that, under some drugs,
not merely a minimum and maximum dose should be given, but more
than one set of doses, according to the therapeutic action required, as
is the case, in the present edition, with ipecacuanha and a few other
expectorants and emetics; quinine, for example, and iodide of potas-
sium, are commonly given in very different quantities when different
effects are desired.

Possibly, it may be some consolation to Dr. Farquharson to learn
from one who, not so very long since, left their ranks, that the un-
happy overworked student is not a very common phenomenon, and
they are few indeed who could not find time to learn the quantities in
which, at any rate, the most important drugs are ubually given.
Anyhow, if the student's tender brain is not to be overdosed with the
study of doses, there is all the more reason, it seems to me, that the
young practitioner should have an authoritative guide, and not be
left to learn by sad experience, after an " occasional misadventure,"
as Dr. Farquharson emphatically puts it, or the risk of an action for
malapraxis, an important point in the use of the weapons placed at
his disposal. Apologising for trespassing upon your space,-I am, sir,
your obedient servant, JAMES E. PRICHARD, M. B.

Bristol, September 9th, 1884.

THE WATER-SUPPLY OF GENEVA.
SIR,-I read in the BRITISH MIEDICAL JOURNAL of September 6th,

page 481, an article relating to cholera on the Continent, in which
doubts are expressed as to the purity of the water of Geneva, regard-
ing which the author of the article appears to desire information.

I can inform you that the municipal authorities have recently taken
the matter in hand, and have established reservoirs, which supply the
town and surrounding parts at a good height above the level of the
openings of the sewers, both of the town and of the suburbs. The
works were completed a fortnight ago, and now the water which is
distributed to the inhabitants of Geneva is absolutely free from all
pollution arising from the sewers.
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I shall be much obliged, sir, if you will insert this note in reply to
the article which you have published, and am, yours, etc.,

Dr. PICOT, Redactcur de la Revue Medicale de
Geneva, September 14th, 1884. la Suisse Romande.

UNCERTIFICATED MIDWIVES.
SiR,-The following case will help to illustrate your article on

"Ignorant and Reckless Midwives." On August 16th, I received a
note from the midwife of the village, stating that she would be
obliged if I would send her a draught (meaning ergot) for Mrs.
as the arm had come some time before the head, and the pains had
stopped. On receipt of this note, I went at once to the case, and
found the following condition of affairs. The arm had been external
to the vulva since twelve o'clock (it was then five), and the liquor
amnii had been escaping for four hours; the woman was in great dis-
tress, and the child dead. I had, as may be imagined, some difficulty
in turning, but succeeded after giving chloroform, and the woman
made a good recovery. If I bad acceded to the request contained in
the note, the result may be imagined. -Yours truly,

JOHN POWELL, JUN., L. R. C. P. Lond.
Blyton House, Weybridge, September 2nd, 1884.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCEI
PARIS.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Deathfrom Retention of Urine.-Persistent Neiuralgia: Tearing of the

Dlental Nerves. -On Dressing WVounds, especially when Superficial,
vith Decoction of Valerian Boot. -Peptonce of Fibrin as an Article of
Food.-The Action of Salicylic Acid on the Re&piration of Typhoid
Patients.--The Microbe of Sylphilis.-A Xew Thermograph.-The
Epidemiological Chair.-lfedical Honours.

M. QUINQUA-UD has made a series of experimncits in order to ascertain
the phenomena which provoke death, much sooner in some patients
than in others, suffering from retention of urine, due to constriction of
the prostate. M. Quinquaud ligatured the urethra. Nearly all the
animals thus treated died on the fourth day ; some on the third day,
when peritonitis set in round the bladder. The ligature, as is usual,
provoked inflammation of the bladder, the ureter, and the kidneys.
The important fact ascertained is that forty-eight hours elapsed
before urea accumulated. Simultaneously with the then rapid
accumulation of urea the quantity of carbonic acid exhaled suddenly
diminished. Fifty hours after the ligature, the blood-pressure was con-
siderably lessened, it presented also a much smaller proportion of gases
and carbonic acid than the normal ; thus oxygenation was considerably
diminished by this experiment. Nevertheless the respiratory power of
the blood remained normal; it was the cellular or elementary respiration
which was arrested. Men suffering from retention of urine die more
slowly than animals placed in the same conditions, because the urea
accumulates gradually. It is precisely because this accumulation is
effected more or less rapidly in different individuals that death occurs
at an earlier or later period. Death is inevitable when the quantity of
urea contained in the blood reaches a certain proportion, even when
the ligature is removed. An animal was subjected to ligature, and its
blood contained 0.50 centigrammes of urea per cent. The ligature was
removed, the urine followed its normal course, but the aniimal became
cold and died. In another the blood contained 0.35 ; the ligature was
removed, and the animal recovered. Thus M. Quinquaud concludes
that uremic dyspncea must not, as hitherto, be attributed to enfeebled
respiratory powers of the blood.
M. Monod has successfully treated two cases of obstinate dental

neuralgia by tearing the extremity of the dental nerve. The first
patient has remained perfectly free from pain during thirteen months.
M. Monod trephined the ramus of the inferior maxilla by Warren's
process; neuralgia reappeared at the end of six months, and was
localised at the mental foramen. M. Monod then trephined the bone
behind the mental foramen, adopting Jules Roux's process; the nerve
was then torn, and the patient was rapidly cured. The second patient
was treated in the same way, hitherto successful; but the operation is
too recent to pronounce it a positive cure. Stretching the inferior
dental nerve has been proved successful in one case only, by M. Marc
See. Tearing the nerve has resulted in cure in thirteen cases. The
same operation has been performed on the infra-orbital nerve with
satisfactory results.

Dr. Arragon, of the Val-de-Grace, recommends 30 grammes of
valerian root and one litre ofwater, after one hour's boiling, as a dressing
for wounds. The compresses should be moistened with it and kept
wet. Dr. Arragon has tested this decoction in fifty cases. Among
them was a dislocated wrist-joint, which was cured in twelve days;
legs wounded by the kick of a horse, generally long to heal, were
healed in nine, eleven, or seventeen days otitis of the middle ear
was cured by tepid decoctions injected into the ear. It is not the
rapidity of the cure effected by this dressing which recommends it, but
the removal of pain. It is preferable for superficial wounds than those
presenting a fistula. In the case of these latter it is necessary to keep
them in contact with the fluid, either by means of a local bath or a
long tent plunged into a receptacle filled with the decoction, which
thus acts as a siphon. On applying this dressing pain disappears,
cicatrisation is rapidly effected, and the cost amounts to two centimes
the litre. Dr. Arragon is engaged in some researches, which he hopes
will explain the removal of pain resulting from the application of this
decoction.
An article appeared, in 1875, in PflUger's Archiv, by Herren Plosz

and Gyorgyai (of Budapest), giving the results they obtained by
feeding dogs with peptone of fibrin in solution. In six days, an animal
fed on peptone and sugar and water increased in weight from 2.53
kilogrammes to 2.79 kilogrammes-that is to say, 260 grammes.
These experiments suggested to M. Grehaut the advisability of ad-
ministering peptone of fibrin in solution to patients or convalescents,
and he believes that this article of nourishment will prove to be
highly beneficial. Nourishing the insane is often beset with diffi-
cuilties, not only because their mania urges them in some cases to
refuse food in any form, but also because faulty nutrition prevents
them from abstracting nourishment from their food, although it be
taken in sufficient quantities and of a suitable nature. In such cases,
AT. Bouchereau has administered fibrin, prepared fresh every day by
M. Quesnieville, Resident Chemist at the St. Anne Asylum, according
to the process indicated by M. Grehaut. An artificial gastric juice is
obtained by nmixing the following constituents: ordinary amylaceous
pepsine, 2 grammes ; pure hydrochloric acid, 4 cubic centimetres; and
1 litre of water. One hundred grammes of blood-fibrin are washed
several times, in order to remove the blood-corpuscles and become
bleached; it is then heated to 40' or 45' Cent. (100' or 105' Fahr.)
with the artificial gastric juice, and in about twenty-four hours a per-
fect solution is obtained. This is then filtered through linen, after-
,wards boiled, and bicarbonate of soda is added until a neutral or only
slightly alkaline solution is obtained, which quickly filters through
paper, and is ready for use. A litre a day, mixed with broth or milk
or an aromatic substance, is taken without difficulty. It is generally
given conjointly with the ordinary diet. M. Bouchereau administered
it to some insane patients suffering from melancholia ; they greatly
improved, both in bodily and mental condition. Others. who suffered
from the same conditioln, and received only the ordinary diet, without
the addition of the fibrin, failed to improve. In summer, fresh fibrin
deteriorates very quickly; it therefore should be several times well
washed, placed under a press, and preserved in alcohol. Before bring-
ing it into contact with the artificial gastric juice, all the alcohol it con-
tains must be pressed out of it, and repeatedly washed.
M. Bochefontaine, after a series of experiments on the influence of

salicylic acid on respiration, affirms that it has a favourable influ-
ence on the respiration of typhoid patients ; it restores to the respira-
tory movements their amplitude and normal rhythm, and thus allows
the hoemostasis to regain its lost activity. In healthy animals, sub-
mitted to the influence of salicylic acid, the prolonged inspirations are
simultaneous with the lessening of the temperature. The same corre-
lation is observed in typhoid patients treated with salicylic acid ; in
doses of from five to six grammes, their temperature becomes rapidly
lowered simultaneously with the appearance of normal inspirations.
The action ot salicylic acid on the respiratory system of typhoid pa-
tients cannot be attributed to a modification of the blood. Experiments
have demonstrated that the quantity of salicylic acid, which enters the
economy after being absorbed by the stomach, does not have this in-
fluence. The heart is not affected either by salicylic acid or sodium-
salicylates. Experiments made on animals with poisonous doses prove
that this organ preserves its movements; even when the muscular fibre
and the ganglia cease to perform their functions, rigor cadcaveris sets in.
It has also been demonstrated, by experiments on the lower animals,
that non-toxic doses act on the nerve-centres. M. Bochefontaine
brings further evidence by testing the action of salicylic acid on him-
self. He took a daily dose of three grammes of salicylic acid, one-half
at twelve o'clock, the other at night. Ea h time he repeated the dose,
he was unable to walk from a feeling of fatigue. When sitting, this
sensation disappeared, and a perfectly normal condition prevailed.
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