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is directed to be niade with sugar of milk instead of sulphate of.
potash, milk-sugar being quite sufficiently hard to break up and
divide the ipecacuanha which the powder contains, and being at the
same time free from the disagreeable taste of the sulphate.. A whole
class of " abstracts" has been introduced, consisting of powerful drugs
diluted with milk-sugar; and an " elixir" has been introduced, which
forms a convenient anid agreeable vehicle for a number of remedies. I
think it would be well for us to follow the example shown in this
respect by the United States; and, unless something be done to render
it easier for medical men to prescribe mixtures which shall be palat-
able as well as active, the sale of proprietary medicines is, I fear,
likely to increase rather than diminish.-I am, sir, your obedient ser-
vant, T. LAUDER BRuNTON.

50, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square, London, W.,
August 7th, 1884.

SIR,-While agreeing with Dr. Farquharson as to the necessity "of
a drastic iand thorough overhauling of every page" of the British
Pharmnacopaia, I cannot but think that he has been rather unfortunate
in his choice of examiiples of "so-called remedies," which "no one
ever dreams of using," when he includes " krameria, serpentaria, and
other rubbish of the kind " in the list of drugs to be eliminated from
the next edition. r

Let him ask any throat-specialist what he thinks of krameria, and
let him go to any first-class chemist-Corbyn and Co., for instance-
and simply ask how many pounds of trochisci krameriae (Throat Hos-
pital Pharmacopoeia) he sells in a week, and how much serpentaria he
uses, and be will probably be rather surprised. Serpentaria is a drug
possessing most of the properties ofguaicusn, without its disadvantage of
disordering the stomach. In this I can be corroborated by other London
physicians, who, I know, are in the habit of prescribing it extensively.
As to aqua chloroformi, it is well known to practical men that it
sweetens nauseous medicine much better than the spiritus, without the
disadvantage that the latter has of containing alcohol; besides
which, it is much cheaper, and for that cause is largely used in
hospitals.

Again, I do not think that we should consider the overburdened
memory of the student in the slightest in preparing a new pharma-
copceia. The pharmacopceia was never intended for him. It is not a
cram book, and was never meant to be used as such, but is essentially
a book of reference. It is a manual of specific directions and authorised
processes, for the use of those who have to prepare the finished pro-
duct used in mnedicine from the crude drug; and its main object is to
secure uniformity in these preparations.
As it is, however, it signally fails inithis respect. On account of

the obsolete character of somne of the methods authorised in it, manu-
facturing chemists use private processes of their own which produce
better results; but, as each one uses a different method, the results
vary much in character.
A great many changes are required in the new edition of the Phar-

macopceia. The list of liquid extracts will have to be increased very
largely. In stability of composition the fluid extracts excel all other
concentrated preparations of active drugs, except the isolated active
pDrinciples themselves. Over these last, they have the advantage of
presenting the active ingredients in the grouping in which they exist
in the native druig. Besides which, the manufacture of liquid ex-
tracts (by processes other than those advised in the British Pharma-
copocia) has been brought to such a pitch of perfection, that the drugs
can be completely exhausted of active principles, and menstrua se-
lected which will hold these in permanent solutioil. Besides this,
they are volume preparations, maintaining a constant relation between
the volume of the fluid extract and the weight of crude drug that it
represents.

Again, with regard to pills; it is very rarely that the excipient
ordered in the British Pharmaeopceia is used in actual practice, as it
has been superseded by other much better ones, such as glycerite of
starch, etc. Specific directions for gelatine coating might also, with
advantage, be introduced.
With regard to lozenges, who, now-a-days, thinks of prescribing a

hard angular British Pharmacopceia lozenge, *hen there are so many
better ones in the market, made up either with the Throat Hospital
fruit-paste, or a basis of gelato-glycerin?
The days of scientific pharmacy are fast approaching. The time

is not far distant when the old standard based upon the variable
crude drug must be abandoned, and a new one adopted, based upon
the actual amount of active ingredient contained in the preparation.
The new American Pharmacopceia takes a step in the right

direction, in requiring that each one hundred parts of their tincture of

nmx vomica must contain two parts of the dty.extiaet. Conipatrethis
proper precicidn of the Amenican P& pes with the inefficient
method of the Britis Pharmcopa for preparing extractum cincho
flavse liquidum, where, .to quote the words of Dr. Garrod, in his
standard work on materia medicra, " It must not be supposed that the
extract is a representative of the amount of bark used in its prepara.
tion; it has been found that the bark after the operation is far from
exhausted."-I am, sir, your obedient servant,

GEO. HERSCHELL, M. D.Lond.
Moorgate Street, August "Uh, 1884.

. THE SIGNING OF LUNACY CERTIFICATES.
SIR,-The result of the case "Weldon v. Semple" should surely

strike alarm into the medical profession. Let us reconsider the serious
position in which we stand with regard to any person about whom we
have, for a paltry fee, sioned a certificate. My resolution is made: I will
not sign any certificate for anyone, rich or poor ; and if the profession
would act on this line, the law, which is alleged to be so defective,
would soon be rectified by those whose business it is to make the law,
and obeyed by us who are its willing and too humble servants. The
public would soon realise how much greater an evil it is to have
thousands of lunatics at large than for one occasional error in pro-
cedure to take place.-Yours faithfully, R. M. MILLER.

Brafield, Church Road, Upper Norwood.

TREATMENT OF SKIN-DISEASES IN VIENNA.
SIl,-In your paper of July 12th, your Vienna correspondent

states that Prof. Kaposi treats psoriasis almost entirely with pyrogallic
acid. Having just returned from a six months' stay in Vienna, and
having spent the greater part of my time there working at the skin
under Kaposi and his assistant, I beg to state that I cannot remember
one single case treated with pyrogallic acid, and also that Dr. Kaposi
told us it was not so good as chrysophanic acid, which in its turn he
discarded for chrysarobin. This he uses largely. Made into a paint with
traumaticin, it forms a varnish, and the pigment does not come off on
the clothes. He applies it only to the body, arms, and legs ; for the
head and face he uses hiawhite precipitate ointment. Another of his
favourite treatments is by means of naphthol soap or naphthol and
soap ; and from what- I saw he gets the best results with these, either
used as a soap, well rubbed in, or applied as a plaster, which I think
the more satisfactory. In cases of general psoriasis he uses the bath
(mineral or plain) extensively, and one case in particular received
great benefit from a continuous course of eighteen days in the perma-
nent bath-bed. For acute eczema he uses powder very largely with
amylum, amylum with bismuth, or zinc, or both, and as a lotion or.
compress he gives a weak solution of thymol. As regards rhino-
scleroma, Prof. Billroth's treatment, consisting in the injection of a
strong solution of corrosive sublimate into the mass, has the object of
producing inflammation and subsequent absorption of the new cell-
product, and there are cases on record where it has given relief for
years. Lupus Prof. Kaposi treats almost entirely by means of asolid
stick of nitrate of silver, used as a knife, and few who have seen it
will forget the way in which that knife does its work, going through
the rotten tissue with the greatest ease; Volkmann's spoon is also
used, but not to so great an extent; as Kaposi says, you cannot take
away too much with the caustic stick, but with the spoon it is easy to
do so. For syphilis in the skin-wards, a new preparation of mercury
discovered by my friend Dr. Lustgarten, and called hydrargyrum
tannicum oxydulatum, is greatly used, anc gives excellent results.-
I am, etc., JAMEs A. 'kYRTL, M.B., C.M.

Harrogate.

MINERS''(COLLIERS') NYSTAGMUS.
SiR,-The subject of the causation of miners' nystagmus, which I

brought before the Ophthalmological Society on July 4th (see the re.
port in the JOURNAL of the 19th), is not. only an interesting one, but
is, also, of importance. For this reason, I ask your permission to
solicit, through the pages of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOIURNAL, any
information which -mnay support, or otherwise, the views I have
expressed. Briefly, it may be said that my experience leads me to
the belief that the class of miners who suffer from nystagmus, are
those colliers whose work compels them to lie on their sidei whilst
getting the coal. I have long held, af the-result of clinical experi.
ence, this opinion; and, in my paper, I entered-at'length into evidence
in support of my contention, as well as describing the'particular kind
of work, "holing," which seems to me to act so prejudiciaLly. A refer-
ence to the abstract of my paper will supply other details.
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