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REVIEWS AND NOTICES.
A SYSTEM OF SURGERY, THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL. In

Treatises by Various Authors. Edited by T. HOLMES, M.A.Can-
Stab., Surgeon to St. George's Hospital, Memb. Corresp. de la
Societ4 de Chirurgie do Paris; and J. W. HULKE, F. R.S., Surgeon
to the Middlesex Hospital and to the Royal London Ophthalmic
Hospital. Third'Edivion, in Three-Volumes: with Illustrations.
London: Longmans, Green, and Co. 1883.

[THIRD NOTICE.]
WE have already spoken at some length of the general character of
the new edition of the System of Surgery, and have noticed the im-
provements and alterations in the essays included in the first two
volumes. It is now our turn to consider the third, which includes
articles on the surgical diseases of the absorbent and vascular sys-
tems,and of the urinaryorgans,venerealdisorders, diseasesof themale
and female sexual organs, of the thyroid gland, anesthetics, minor
surgery, plastic surgery, amputation, excision, resection, surgical
diseases of childhood, osteotomy, apnoea, parasites, and surgical
diagnosis, and regional surgery. A large proportion of this third
volume is composed of the writings of its senior editor, whose
merits in the field of surgical literature are well known, and we
need hardly say that his classical monograph on aneurysm is en
riched by the addition of all details of any importance gained by
clinical researches that have been made since the appearance of the
last edition of the Systemn. Mr. Holmes's opinions on materials for
ligature, and on the d-eligation of certain large arteries, already
well known, will be found in this essay, collected together in a man-
ner convenient for reference. We can also safely leave the'contribu-
tions of Sir Henry Thompson and Mr. Henry Lee to the verdict of
the profession. The passages on the treatment of stricture, and on
Bigelow's method of lithotrity, will be read with interest by all who
are concerned in the surgery of the urinary organs. Sir Henry
Thompson records his opinion on Bigelow's operation in the follow-
ing words.
"This method has now been employed by several surgeons, both,

here and elsewhere, and I have used it almost solely now about
three years. The remarkable success which it has achieved, and
the details of which will be given in their place, render it no longer
a question for discussion whether or -no the old practice of many
sittings, or the new.' lithotrity at one sitting ' should be performed.
The advantages are so clearly in favour of the latter operation, that
it only will be de-scribed here. At the same time,. any instructions
relating to the new procedure must of necessity embrace all manipu-
lations belonging to the old, so that all exceptional instances in
which more than one sitting maybe necessary- and such it is admit-
ted may presenti themselves, espeeially-to operators who have- not
had large experience-will be provided for."

Mr. Lee has evidently little, or no faith in the gumerous drugs
that of late years have been advocated in the place of mercury and
iodide of potassium, for the treatment of syphilid, nor do we find
any novelties among the remedies preseri-fed for gonorrhmea. Mr.
liutchinson's. Sargical Diseases of W-omen, is professedly only a
sketch of the more important features of. the subject; the passages
relating to ovariotomny, are hardly as complete as might be desired,
but the author sums up in an able manner the different causes of
the recent reduced mortality following the operation. Here
Listerism is not included, as, in, Mt. Hatchinson's opinion, it is
"almost certain that its supposed advantages have been greatly
overrated." In saying this, the author continues, " I would by no
means be held to imply that I think that the use of the Listerian
precautions can be safely neglected by those who operate in general
hospitals".
Want of space forbids us from discussing several other essays of

great merit; but, in conclusion, we must direct attention to the
valuable additional information avowedly " written 1882," by Mr.
Lister, in his article on annsthetics. Notwithstanding certain re.
sults of the experiments conducted a few years since by a Commit-
tee of the Association, Mr. Lister adheres firmly to views enuIciatedin a former edition of the System, strongly deprecating the theory
that chloroform kills by its power as a cardiac sedative, that the
pulse is the main thing to be attended to in -its administration-,
anditha it, shoald bealwass given, when possible, by a specially
appointed chloroformist.. Mr. Lister still entrusts the administra-
tion of chlerdforcrtn " to: m succession of 'senior students, changing
from mtonth to-month; w#hose only qualification for the dutySi tat
they must previously have served the office of dresser, and that they

strictly carry out certain simple instructions, among which is that
of never touching the pulse, in order that their attention may not
be distracted from the respiration." Mr. Lister also persists in ab-
staining from auscultation before the administration of anesthetics
which, according to his doctrine, serves no good purpose, and which
he considers as a cause of needless alarm, often in itself, in his
opinion, a cause of death during the administration of anmsthetics.
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DII. OLIVER''S URLINARY TEST-PAPERS.
Tn E advantages of having, in a readily available form, a test for
the detection of albumen or sugar in the urine, are obvious. We
have received from 3Messrs. Wilson and Son, of Hlarrogate, specimens
of urinary test-papers which promise to be of real practical value.
These papers are of various kinds, soine simple, and others com-
pound; but our observations have been confined to the indigo-
carmine papers for the detection of sugar, and to the potassio-
mercuric iodide papers for albumen.
The sugar-test depends on the wvell-known property of indigo-

carmine being converted into indigo-white in the presence of certain
organic matters. This reaction has long been known in the arts,
and has received practical application in certain operations con-
nected with the dyeing of calicoes. The chemical change that takes
place is this: indigotine, the colouring matter extracted from comr-
mercial indigo, when brought in contact with oxidisable animal
matter in the presence of alkalies, takes up hydrogen, and is con-
verted iqto indigo-white, which in its turn, under the influence of
oxygen, is capable of reconversion into indigotine. Dr. Oliver has
utilised his knowledge of this fact in a very clever wvay. Hie has
saturated filtering-paper with a solution of carmine of indigo-
sulpho-indigotate of sodium---a substance which, on being heated
with carbonate of soda in a solution of glucose or saccharine urine,
becomes first green, then red, and finally yellow. The paper is cut
into slips about an ineh in length and a quarter of an inch in
breadth, and these are put up in little boxes with corresponding
slips saturated w~ith carbonate of soda. The practical application
of the test is very simple. One of the indigo-carmline and one of
the carbonate of soda papers roe dropped into a test-tube and
covered with water. A drop of the suspected urine is then
aidded, and the whole -is boiled up tooether over the flame of a
candle or spirit-lamp. The colour of the indigo-calrmiine is dissolved
out of the paper; and then, if sugar be present, the solution be-
comes first green, then red, and finally yellow or colourless. On
allowing the urine to cool, it absorbs oxygen, and the colour is gradu-
ally restored. We have tried the test with different urines, and
believe it tobe inthe main reliable, although many organic substances
besides sugar seem to act in a similar way. The indigo-reaction is
given by every form of carbo-hydrate; whilst the copper-test, as is
well known, is rrot reduced by all forms of sugar. This in some
cases will be an advantage, whilst in others it will be found dis-
advantageous.
The test for albumen is, if possible, still more simple. A little of

the suspected urine is poured into a test-tube, and a potassio-
mercuric iodide and a citric acid paper are added, when, if albumen
be present, a white precipitate almost immediately falls to the
bottom of the tube. This test is undoubtedly very delicate, anti in
one case we obtained the reaction when cold nitric acid gave no
precipitate until some minutes later. Thle urinary test-papers arc
excellent; and they will undoubtedly conie largely into use, especially
if they can be sold at a moderate price.

CHRISTIANI'S FLEXIBLE 3M1EICINE CtAPSIULE;S.
THESE capsules are excellent, and afford aconvenient mode of ad.-
ministering nauseous medicines. We have tried most of thenm, and
find that patients take them without difficulty. They iare made of
various sizes, and can be filled with any drug, either liquid or in
powder. They deserve a trial, and their price is not pohibitive.
They are manufactured by Christiani and Co., it, Queenl Victoria
Street, London.
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SYRINGE FOR THE CERVIX UTERI.
Di. SPEDDING, of Belfast, sends us the aompayng sketch of
new portable syringe for the cervix uteri.
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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1888.

SusoSnrPTuoNS to thq tion for 1888 became due on Jan.
nary 1st. Members of Branch are requested to pay the same
to their respective Secretaries. Members of the cation not
belonging to Brche, are requested to forward thei rttanes
to the General Secretary, 161, Strand, London. Post OMce Orders
ahould be made payable at the West Central Disict Office, igh
Holborn.

tbe fritizb jZebia! Journal.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th, 1888.

THlE RELATION OF DRUGS TO MEDICINE.
AN interebting article on this subject appears in a recent number of
the British Quarterly Review, the writer, Mr. Crofts, discussing the
whole present position of medicine in a suggestive and impartial
manner. The general public must always have more or less interest
in the science and art of medicne, and it is well for the profession
to hear their view from time to time. Although a good deal of
ground is covered, we cannot say that much that is novel is stated
in the article. Indeed, we fancy that, to some extent, the writer
labours under a certain confusion, of ideas. The usual statements
are made that medicine has altered very much in the last genera-
tion, that more [eliance is being placed on good nursing, proper
food and hygiene generally, than on the administration of drugs;
and the wuitergoes on to sy that medicine depends on biology, and
that hence modern medicine views disease, "not as a thing alto-
gether alien to the system, to be encountered by hostile measures
of all kinds, but as aberration, a deviation from health, eto." This
is no doubt true to a certain degree, and yet to a great extent dis-
ease is something altogether alien to the system. While it is true,
for example, that simple inflammation is only an abnormal amount
of the blood-supply and activities generally, an abnormal energy in
the processes of health, thecas is verydifferentwhenwe have to deal
with such an affection as hydrophobia or scarlatina, in which foreign
matter, "s altogether alien to the system," has been introduced, and
has to be got rid of somehow or other; and even a simple Inamma
tion,' if it advance to suppuration, is asocviated with the formation
of a material altogetheralien to the system. And so with tubercu-
losis and cancer. No one can contend that these formation are
natural to the healthy body, or are-anything but abnormal and an-
natural. This is a view which, it appears to us, is too often for-
gotten in some of the modern statements about the province of
medicine. For instance, the writer says; "Pathology recognises no
structure or process, the type of which is unknown to physiology."
Now if all that ismeant by this statement is that the cells of cancer
or tubercle, for example, differ only in certain details from those of
muscle, or fat, or lymph, but Ar equally with them cells, no ex-
ception can be taken to it. But in another sense it is entirely un-
true, for it may safely be said that cells with those characters are
never found in health, and, in fact, their peculiarities are thepatho-
logical properties which- invest the structures with their specal
interest and importance. To take an illustration from a saying
attributed to a great statesman, dirt is not 9uly "Imatter in the
wiong place," far more important than this is the fact that it is mat-
ter in the wrong state or condition; and had it not been for the
changes that occurred in its state, the matter might have be
allowed to rain in a wrongplace for ever, without anyone's health
being damaged. And/tb carry the parallel a little furhr, not
only do we rid oqrselves of dirt by taking to aqother place the
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