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temporary ; for, however long the strife might be protracted, it cannot
be doubted that, when the finél struggle-did' take place, we shqu}d 'be
victorious. Would it not, then, be wise to precipitate the crisis, in-
stead of allowing the reputation of Both hospital and school to be
ruined by needless’delay ? R

We cannot -see that anyone would be seriously injured, if such a
course were adopted. Certainly, if any harm came to the patients, the
Treasurer alone would be ‘responsible for it. The staff would have
done all, and more than all, their duty in giving the notice we advocate.

The school could not be permanently injured; individuals, no doubt,:

would suffer some slight inconvenience through giving up appointments
for a time, but we appreliend they would be content to do so pro bono
publico. The very fact that the hospital cannot be satisfactorily worked
without the assistance of the school, would necessitate its speedy re-
installation. .

The plan we have proposed may not be either new or original, and
it may not be the best that can 'be imagined ; but we think it to be, at
any rate, worth- consideration; and we therefore respectfully ask for.a
small-space in your valuable paper.
served its purpose.— We are, sir, your obedient servants,

Guy’s Hospital, November 23rd. Two SENIOR STUDENTS,

ETHER v.. CHLOROFORM.

S1r,—1I am' glad the JOURNAL has so persistently kept this question
before. the profession, and hope the ‘‘ chloroformists” are only wedded
to their drug from unacquaintance with the advantages of ether. Let
them give ether, and I am sure they will give up chloroform; at least,
this conversion has happened .in every case I know. There are cases,
of course, in which chloroform must be preferred—cases in ‘which ethex-
is not well taken; but the ¢onsideration of these ‘is outside of the
present controversy, which, I take it, is upon ether ». chloroforn as.
the aneesthetic for common use.

Dr. Chavasse,in the JOURNAL of November 20th, quotes Lister as
saying of chloroform, ¢ Deaths are due to faulty administration”, This
was the opinion of his predecessor, Syme, who abominated- all kinds of
machinery, and preferred to give chloroform on a folded towel, blaming
the fatal results upon any other mode of administration, but not com-
paratively with ether. Some years ago, I prepared some statistics
from the deaths recorded in the journals, and found that all means of
administration” were about equally fatal—the open method least so;
and that the fatal dose was nearly always small.. Dr. Chavasse sug-
gests the training of students in its use. But will training make chlo-
roform a stimulant of the heart’s action? I fear not.

Dr. Foulds proposes, and gives two successful cases of the use of, a
mixed ansesthetic. I cannot imagine a more unscientific mixture than
that of ‘alcohol, .ether, and chloroform, all of which differ in the tem-
peratures at which their vapours are given off, and in the density of-the
vapour. Does the patient get any alcohol-vapour at all? and, if so, is
it sufficiently stimulating? Has Dr., Foulds tried what amount of
stimulation he can get from breathing alcohol-vapour? I had thought
that compound - anzsthetics had been banished from use, as dangerous
and unscientific.

I have seen ether given by most methods, and personally prefer the
use of Ormsby’s inhaler, the advantages of which are, briefly, rapidity
of action, economy of ether, avoidance of the saturation of the atmo-
sphere with the drug, and freedom from the frequent cough of ether,
The open frame inhaler, as described by Mr, Paul, is wasteful of the
drug, objectionable from the smiell in privale practice, and dangerous
by artificial light.

In midwifery practice, I constantly give chloroform, but only during
the pains, allowing the patient to become conscious between, the only
cvil effect of which is to cause the patient to magnify the passage of time,
Of course, when operative measures are necessary, complete narcosis is
unavoidable, in which case I do not see in what way the patient’s con-
dition is more favourable than for any other operation, and hence feel a
very stromg. sense of responsibility. I doubt not the profession in a
short time will agree to some such statement as ‘the following. ‘ Ether
should he used in all cases where an anasthetic is required, except in
normal midwifery; operations on the mouth or jaws, where the mouth
must be kept open-(dnd a sufficient dose of ether not possible); and
some operations on'the-eyes.” Especially, I would-add, when there is
shock from injury, or feeble heart-action, ether only must be used. I
was much -struck -and amused, some years ago, by a remark made. to-
me by-a friead whom I had-asked to-give chloroform to a very deat-
relative-upen whom I was-going to operate. *‘ No,” he said; ‘‘ | am
geing foff-for my heliday next week.” . What. has that-to o with-it?”
I,asked; ¢ Simply that.I don’t wamt to be detained by-a coroner’s
inguest,) i heauswared: ‘‘but I’ll give ‘ether; if you like,” If ~this

If it evokes criticism, it will have

Beconte the general feeling of ‘the profession with regard to chloroform,

we shall bave greatly to-thank the BRrITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.—I

am, etc., W. MACFIE CAMPBELL, Surgeon Noxthern Hospital.
Liverpool, November 20th, 1880. : o

ARSENICAL WALL-PAPER.

S1r,—Will you allow me to call the attention of the profession to
the fact that arsenic is now more largely used than ever in the manu-
facture of wall-papers; and to warn .them to bear in mind the presence
of the poison as a possible cause of diseasé, or of complications of dis-
eases? A large number of cases of suffering from this cause have come
under my notice of late, and I was at a loss to-understand them until
I tested the wall-papers, and found in them quantities of arsenic; and
was unable to make any impression for good on the patients until the
wall-papers were removed.  Smarting in the eyes, though a fairly con-
stant symptom, was not always present; and, when present, was not
always a leading symptom. Deep general debility, a continued feverish
state, chronic coryza, hzmoptysis, sickness-and retching, cramps,
spasms, diarrhcea, or constipation, I have observed in various cases.

It is not green papers alone that contain the poison. It is largely
used in the manufacture of other pigments, I have found it in yellow,
pink, blue, and drab; and no doubt it is to be found in many more.
It would be well if every practitioner had one of the simpler tests for
arsenic always ready for use. It would, I.have no.doubt, afford a solu-
tion for many trying cases, and save an immense amount of needless
suffering.—I am, etc., Joun H. CrLarRkE, M.D.

15, St. George’s Terrace, Gloucester Road, S.W.,

November 19th, 1880.

OBITUARY.

ALFRED HUDSON, M.D.,
PHYSICIAN IN ORDINARY TO THE QUEEN IN IRELAXND.

AN amiable physician, of high intellectual ‘powers and of great prac-
tical skill, has just been lost to Dublin-and to the profession in Ireland
by the death of Dr. Hudson. Naturally a man of not very robust con-
stitution, and of a nervous, retiring disposition, he .suffered - for some
time past from vesical trouble. This-was believed by himself to be of
a ‘malignant nature; but he was averse to any more exact diagnosis
being made by a physical examination. Latterly, he had been obliged
to relinquish gradually all his professional avocations. ~ His suffetings,
during the last six weeks of his Jife, we regret to say, were most acute,
and continued with undiminished severity until within' a short period
before his death, which occurred at his country residence, near Dublin,
on the 19th inst., at the age of seventy-two yemws.

Dr. Hudson was the eldest son of an Independent Minister, and was
born at West Bromwich, Staffordshire, 'in 1808 was educated at
Bromwich, and commenced his medical career as.an apprentice to Mr.
"Thomas Silvester, a surgeon of that-town. After serving an appren-
ticeship of five years, udson pursued his medical education in Dublin,
and was a clinical clerk of Graves and of Stokes at the Meath Hos-
pital. He also studied for'some time at Edinburgh, where he actcd as
assistant to Dr. Mackintosh, and subsequently at Patis. As a student,
he was distinguished among his fellows, and gave early promise of that
suceess which he eventually achieved. Pathology was the department
of medicine to which, perhaps, he most devoted himself. His researches
in this field, even at an‘early period-of his professional life, show that
he possessed large powers as an original investigator ; and, doubtless,
gave him that familiarity with the course and progress of disease which
was so apparent in his treatment of it in after life.

Having obtained, in 1834, the degree of Bac¢helor of Medizine in the
University of Dublin, and the Membership of the Royal College of
Surgeons in England, Dr. Hudson practised for a few months in his
native town. Subsequently, he came over to Ireland, and took up the
practice of Dr. Gilroy, of Navan, in'the County Meath, on that gentle-
man’s retirement from active life. As Physician’ to the Navan Fever
Hospital, to which he was shortly "after appointed, Dr. Hudson culti-
vated those faculties of observation, reflection, and comparison, which
were the afost promident characteristics of his methodical mind, and
which are apparentiin all his writings. Most of these, naturally enough,
bear upen the subject of fever. 'In addition to his *¢truly philosophical”
Lectresom the Study of Fever; the fitst-edition of which was published
in- 1867, Dr. ‘FHublson whas the Huthdr lofaw able repoft on the Epidemic
of ‘Relapsing Fever of 184748 - Heldlso vorittibuted several important
articles to the. Dablin' Joaryal. of Medical Science; notably ““On

Typhoid Pneumonia” (volk vii,! 1835): “ On ‘certain Remedies .in
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Typhus Fever” (vol. 'xi, 1837); *“On. the Use of Nitrate of ‘Sibver in .

affections;of Micous  Membiangs™ (visl. xvii, 1840) ; ““On the connec-
tion between : Delirium and.certgin.states of the Heart in Féver” (vol.
xx, 1842); *‘On the Signs of Aceumulation'in Thoracic Diseabes” {vaol.
xxii, 1856) ; and ‘‘ On Cerebral Complications -in' Fever” (vol:'-xxiii,
1857). He also.was ‘'the. author of a valuable -essay ¢ On the Origin
and Mode of Diffusidn of the Fever-poison”,.in.the Medico- Chivurgical
Review. R R

While .at Naven, Dr. Hudsen had,the best. practice, such.as it was,
of the limited-district ; but- mainly in censequence of being chagrined, as
we-have heen reliably informeg; at not obtaining a locat m:e&icc'a"%J int-
ment for which he was a candidate, he resigned the Fever¥lospital, and
removéed to Dublin in.1854. Here he became a neighhemr-of his friend
and former teacher, the late Dr. Stokes, and rapidly.ose:to. a ;leadting
position in the Irish metropolis. ' ‘He took the Jicence of the King and
Queen’s Collega-of ; Physigians, in the year ofhis comipg to reside in
Dublin, -gnd-was elected a Féllow. of the Colleger-three years swhse-
quently, having previously resigned the Fellowship of:thé Royal Coliege
of Surgeons in Ireland. In.1858, hé bécame Physitian to the Adelaide
Hospital, where, however, he only ‘remained ‘three years, as he was
elected Physician to the Meath Hospital on the death of Dr. Lees; .in
1861. Thus, like Stokes and his former teacher Graves, Hudson, who
was, as we have already stated, a clinical clerk to both these illustrious
vhysicians, now begame -Stokes’s colleague in- the ‘hospital which the
triad have made universally known. The same year (1861), Dr. Hud-
son took his University degree of M.D. After holding the physician-
ship of the Meath Hagpital for tan years; Dr: Hndson,, whese practice
had then become’ very large, resigned it.” In the ddtiinn of the same
year (1871), he was elected President of the College of Physicians, which
office he filled for two years. On the resigmation by Dr. Stokes, in
1877, of his seat on the General Medical Cauncil, as Crown representa-
tive for Ireland, Dr. Hudson was nominated in his stead ; and, on Dr.
Stokes’s lamented death in 1878, he was appointed his suecessor,. both
as, Physician in Ordinary to Her Majesty the Queen in Ireland, and as
Regius Professor of Physic in the University of Dublin,

Amongst the other posts of honour, in which his eminent attainments
and the high regard felt for him by the members of his profession placed
him, was that of being elected.the first President of the Dublin Branch
of the Association. Dr. Hudson always evinced the greatest interest
in the success of the Branch ; and, at the conclusion of his year of office,
gave an address—retrospective and suggestive—on the, history and
objects of the Association (BRiTisH MEDIEAL - JOURNAL, February
oth, 1878, page 186), which, in its comprehensivéness and $cope, is
second only to his notable Address in Medicine, delivered at the annual
meeting of the Association at Cork the following year. (JOURNAL,
August 9th, 1879, page 204.)

It is not, howevey, our intention, in the present notice; to dwell fur-
ther on Dr. Hedson’s contributioris to'medical knowledge;and literature.
‘We.- wonld opdy remind our readers that it was he who gave a ratiopal
explanation of the remarkable phenomenon of tympanitic clearness; on
percussion, over a-solidified lung ; that to him also, probably, was due
the discovery of the ~value.of vocal fremitus as a.diagnostic sign ; and
that, by his teachipg and.writings, he did much to. elucidate the facts
which make the now-generally -recognised distinctions hetween typhus
and typhoid fevers. We would: prefer, in the limited space left at- our
disposal, .to speak: rather of his high qualities as a practitioner and as-a
consultant. . In the latter capacity, he possessed the most perfect. con-
fidence, and esteem.of all these who sought his advice:. Few there aré
who have had the.advantage of his assistance in consultation, who have
not benefited, :at some time or other, by his modestly advanced sugges-
tions and freely.given experience. He had much confidence in the
action of remedies, and was an excellent therapeutist. Quiet-and un-
assuming in manner, he had a bright, intelligent, and .active eye ; and
an impressive earnestness and thoroughness in all he said and did. He
was gifted with a remarkable power of rapid diagnosis, which, however,
he never permitted; whatcever:mipht bethe expenditure of time or trouble
on his part, to assert itself without satisfying himself of the existence of
sufficient grounds for its corregtness.  Afid many of the younger mem-
bers of the profession in Dublin have reason to be thankful to Dr.
Hudson for:nuperous acts of kindness:to them; and he was always
ready to aid, unobirusively and generously, with his purse any
deserving case.of need, especially if oceurring. in the person ‘or.the
family of medical, men. . ! ‘

The. death: of. Dir., Hudson, coming so 'soon after that of Dr. Stokes
and Sis Romipic. Gorxigan, leayes a serious chasm in the ranks of Dublin
physicians, arid; ome which.it: will be difficult to fill up.. ’

Dr. Hudsoniwas twvice mprvied. His second: wife: sugyives him, but
he leaves no family. . . . S

MILITARY: -AND - NAVAL MEDICAL ‘SERVICES,

- PP N FERE / s e - - Y "'/ . L 1-‘"‘”:’1,’;
_SURGEON-MAjOR M. CocAy, A:M.D., has-been selected 5 orgafifée
the Base. Hospital, 2nd Division Field' Force,, Kdndahaf, under ‘the
command, of Major-General Phayre, C.B. Lo Do

BY the, vegulations -and instructions just promelgated-to the arm
by the ditieetion of the Seatatary. of State.for War, iwithaeferenes ts:gé
Army - Medical: Deparinient, it:is provided (clauge 245): 4 Medical
officers of station hospitals will, on the written application of any.estab-

“lished friendly society, furnish such society with a certificate as to the

nature of the illness from which any seldier:under.their charge, who is a

| member thereof, may be suffering.”

" 'THE appointment as Honorary Physician to_the. Queen, vacant by
the death of Dr. Edward Goodeve, has been conferred.on Surgeon-
General Frederick Fréeman Allen, C.B., late of the Bengal Medical
Department.” Surgeon:General Allen entered the Indian Army as an
assistant-surgeon on November 2ath, 1848, and was promoted deputy
surgeon-general in December 1876, retixing at. the end of last year., He
has seen a great amount of service in India.. As an assistant.surgeon, he
served throughout. the whole of the -siege operations before Delhi:in
18357, was present at the assault and capture of the city, and afterwards
accompanied Bsigadier ‘Showers’s column in the Mewattee country,
serving through the sebsequent camipaign in- Oude, in medical charge
of ‘the S‘;;zmonbmﬂe ‘Regiment {pow 2nd, Geotkhas), ynder;Sit Charles
Reid. . With-the.ignd) kibas he pemained: far: a..Aumberof years,
servipg in the- Hazara campaign on-the Black Mountains in 1868, and
in the Looshai expedition of 1871-72. For.the latter sérvice he re-
ceived the Companionship of the Order. .of the Bath. @ As medical
officer to Brigadier Campbell Ross’s field-force, Mr.. Allen. served
throughout the Jowaki-Afreedee expedition in 1877-78, and was men-
tioned.in despatches as he had heen on previous occasions. He also
saw sexvice in the first phase.of the Afghan war as medical officer in
charge of the Koorum' Valley column; and, as.an addition-to :the<In-
dian mutiny medal and clasps, the frontier war medal with Hazara,
Looshai, and Jowaki clasps, has to receive the new Afghan decoration.

'A NEW ARMY MEDICAL WARRANT.

WE are %}a‘d to be able to’ congratulate ‘the-medical officers of the
Brigade of Guards on the forthcoming promulgation of their warrant,
which has new passed:the Treasury, and only awaits its final approval
at.Mr. Childérs’ hands. It will be satisfactory to them to be placed,
in all particulats of pay and.allowances,.on a pregisely equal foating
with their brethren. of. the line ; ‘and -most - especially will the cestainty
of falfilment be welcomed by three of their number, who have been left
ungazetted (one for two years) in .anticipation” of ‘the formal publication
of the warramt. ‘We understand that a principal medical gfhcer. of ‘the
Brigade, inthe’ shape. of a Deputy Surgeon-General,-will. be granted ;
and thus, that the regiments will not only have their inyaliding and other
official business;conducted by themselves, byt that. @t least ane step of
promotinn will, :in future, be a legitimate object ofambition. We may
remind our readers that, in -exchange for exemption from foreign ser-
vice, the Guards”surgedns virtually abandon all expectation of eleva-
tion to the higher ranks; and that, at the same time, thgy have been
deprived of the exclusive possession, which: they formerly enjoyed, of
the title of Surgeon-Major, with. the higher emolements-formerly at-
tached to the position. Their duties are much mere Talioriotis and
varied than those of the line, and their-changes of quantets unusually
frequent and inconvenient—so that, agreeable as the serviee is, and
greatly coveted as one of the prizes of the department, it has its draw-
backs, which it is the object of this warrant partially to.remove.

MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICES.

Royal Worrant, amending previous Warrants, for Pay, Promotion,
and non-effective Pay in the Army.—We havercompared the Royal
Warrant, recently issued by the War Department, sltering in various
particylars the pay, promotion, and non-effectivé-pay of the officers and
men of the army, ‘with the previeus warrants:whichit isistated.toiamend,
and-do not find any changes-of -importance; so-far-as the -Army Medjcal
Department is concerned.. " The rates of pay.of the medical officers . of
the:army on active. seriice, and oniretirement,.as well as, the segalations
affecting promotion, remain the-same as-they were in:the Warrant of
November, 18&%_ A :few, advantages in some myinor - particulars are
conceded Dy-the fiew. warsant, which affect digdicak,in commen . with
other-officers-of theiarmy,  Thus, by -formee:wasrants: léave of absence,
not exgéeidifig sixty-one days in the aggregate;; with'pay; was granted to

"1ybuAdoo
Ag paosioid 1senb Ag 20z [Mdy 6T U0 /wod g mmm//:dny wolj papeojumod "088T J8qWBAON /Z U0 §-998'6€0T 2 [Wa/9eTT 0T Se paysignd 1siij :r paN 1g


http://www.bmj.com/

