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REVIEWS AND NOTICES,
A "SYSTEM" OF SKIN-DISEASES (Systemz der HaWt Krazkheilen).

By Dr. HEINRICH AusPITZ. Wien: Braumueller. I88I.
A DISTINGUISHING feature of works on diseases of the skin is the
constantly renewed attempt to improve the classification of those dis-
eases; and most authors in this department of medicine have endea-
voured to establish a new system, which is supposed to have advantages
over all those previously propounded. To such an extent has this been
the case, that readers who do not follow minutely the rapid changes
which dermatologists effect in systems and classifications, have diffi-
culty in giving fair consideration to every new scheme which is pro-
pounded. The constant succession of new names and of new meanings
to old names conduces but too often to bewilderment rather than to
clear thinking. An author of a work devoted to the exposition of a
system of skin-diseases who can overcome this prejudice, must either
have a name that carries much weight, or produce a book which the
well-instructed student of dermatology cannot afford to overlook. This
book by Professor Auspitz commands attention on both these grounds.
Whatever comes from the pen of this talented dermatologist is calcu-
lated to arrest attention, and this new work is worthy of his reputation.
As medicinie is a progressive science, and as dermatologists are

making rapid strides, both in setting themselves free from superstitious
errors, and in acquiring solid knowledge, there can be no easier task
than in applying destructive criticism to all the "systems" that have
been published. Professor Auspitz's criticisms, which largely consist
in contrasting the views that underlie Hebra's classification with the
data of modern pathology, are mostly unanswerable. There was a
well furnished armoury ready to his hand, and he has wielded the tools
with which he was provided with an able hand.
But so little finality is there in all this criticism, and in new systems,

that it would not be difficult to point out details of Professor Auspitz's
"system" which are inconsigtent with the latest researches-researches
that must be dated subsequent to the composition of his book. What is
really of permanent value in the work is not so much the classification
of skin-diseases as the exposition of pathological knowledge, and
numerous valuable contributions to dermatology with which the prin-
ciples of his systems are supported.

Professor Auspitz divides skin-diseases into the following nine classes.
I. Simple inflammations of the skin variously produced (e.g., eczema,

scabies, and acne are in this class).
2. Angio-neurotic Dermatoses-dermatoses characterised by exten-

sive disturbance of the vascular tone, with more or less inflammatory
congestion on the surface of the skin (e.g., measles, small-pox, medi-
cinal rashes, erythema multiforme, are in this class).

3. Neurotic Dermatoses-dermatoses caused by disease of nerves of
sensation, and perhaps trophic nerves (e.g., herpes zoster, decubitus
acutus, are in this class).

4. Dermatoses caused by passive congestion (e.g., cyanosis, elephanti-
asis arabum, and scleroderma are in this class).

5. HiemorrhagicDermatoses(e.g., purpura and scurvyare in this class).
6. Idioneuroses of the skin-functional anomalies of the cutaneous

nerves, without trophic changes in the skin. (This class contains,amongst others, neuralgia, pruritus, and prurigo.)
7. Epidermidoses-anomalous growths of the epidermis and its

appendages (containing, e.g. psoriasis, alopecia areata, hyperidrosis,
carcinoma, and pemphigus).

8. Chorioblasts--anomalous growths of the corium and of the sub-
cutaneous connective tissue (containing, e.g., lupus, syphiloderma,
lipoma, and strixe atrophical cutis).

9. Dermato-mycoses-containing the skin-diseases produced by the
vegetable parasites.

This short sketch will suffice to show that Professor Auspitz's classi-
fication is based on a different principle from those with which books
on dermatology have made us familiar, and will partially indicate its
chief features. The interest of the book lies in the exhaustive criticisms
and acute speculations by which the classification is sought to be jlusti-
fied. Many of the views thus expounded are as valuable as they are
original. In illustration of this remark, take the following definition
of pemphigus. "Pemphigus", remarks the author, "is disease of the
epidermis, characterised by a mechanical dissociation of its deeper
layers in the form of bullae, without much inflammatory reaction......
This anomalous change in the vitality of the epidermis may be asso-
ciated with other asthenic disease, or may occur without being accom-
panied by any other apparent morbid condition."
The value of the book, which will become a work of reference, would

'have been much increased by a copious index.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Archives de Biologie publiees par EDOUARD VAN BENEDEN, Pro-

fesseur a l'Universite de Liege, et C. Van Bambeke, Professeur 'a l'Uni-
versite de Gand.-These Archives of Biology are published by the two
distinguished professors of the Universities of Liege and Gand, on the
lines of the Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science and Schulz's
Archiv, but including a wider range of natural history subjects. The
Archives have reached now their third number: the current number
contains an interesting article on the nucleus of vegetable-cells, in which
it is shown that division of the nuclei may occur independently
of the division of the cells; and other articles of value on the albu-
minoids of the serum of the blood, etc. The illustrations are admir-
able, and the publication one of great value to biologists.

Professional Book-keeping: a Treatise for Non- Traders. By WIL-
LIAM JOHN GORDON. London: Wyman and Sons, Great Queen
Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields.-This little volume, one of Wyman's use-
ful technical series, contains a scheme of accounts which has been
designed by Mr. Gordon to meet the special requirements of medical
and other professional persons, in whose case gross profits are represented
byreceipts for services rendered. It differs in many particulars from ordi-
nary methods of mercantile book-keeping, but includes all the details
which a professional man who has to keep accounts need generally
know about book-keeping. Most of a medical man's transactions are
cash transactions. The first record he requires to keep is a memorandum
of the amounts he receives, and the sums he pays away; in other words,
a cash account. Mr. Gordon especially recommends that all payments
should be made by cheque, and made payable to order, for every pay-
ment there is then a voucher, and when the paid cheques are returned
from the banker, they should be fastened on to their proper counterfoil
in the cheque-book. The perfect cheque and counterfoil is then a valid
document. All receipts should, on this system, also be paid through
the bank as they are received, and then the "received" side of the ca-sh-
book equals the "received" side of the pass-book, and the "paid"
side of the pass-book corresponds with the " paid" side of the cash-
book. The totals will agree, the balance will agree, and the checking
of the account is practically worked by the banking staff. A good deal
of what is contained in this handbook is more useful to solicitors than
to medical men, solicitors requiring to keep somewhat more compli-
cated accounts than doctors; but every medical man who means te
keep accounts will find it useful to devise a thorough system of book-
keeping, and he has here the key to one which is undoubtedly efficient,
if he carry it out in its details.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS; AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

ALLEN AND HANBURY'S FARINACEOUS FOODS FOR
INFANTS AND INVALIDS.

THIS is a new form of malted farinaceous food, based on the principles
and formula originally introduced by Liebig, but improved by the aid
of the recent knowledge of the methods of technically applying the
process of malting. We have taken some trouble to have this food
carefully tested by skilled persons, and, for this purpose, have secured
the assistance of Dr. Horatio Donkin and Dr. Warner, who have both
employed the food in private and in hospital practice; and we 'have
also suggested trials, which have been carried out at cr4ches. Th-e
result of Dr. Warner's trials among his out-patients at the East London
Hospital for Children was decidedly satisfactory. Delicate children
have, in many instances, improved under its use; infants who have
thriven under its use fell off when it was discontinued, and it was
generally liked by the children to whom it was given. In the same
way, Dr. Donkin was able to report ve'ry favourably of its influence
upon the health, nutrition, and digestion of the children to whom it
was administered in his hospital practice. In two large crhckes, the
food has been found very successful; in more than one instance the
children who had been subject to sickness being freed from it by the use
of Messrs. Allen and Hanbury's food. The food may be prepared either
for infants or invalids, according to the directions given; and we 'have
no doubt whatever that this malted farinaceous food will be found
very effective, digestible, nutritious, and palatable, wherever it be
tried.
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