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signations, and, au contraire, so often (comparatively
speaking) supervene uporn natural and easy labours,
that to me it seems perfectly reasonable to believe that
the appointed hour of departure happens inevitably to a
very small number of females at or soon after the com-
pletion of the term of gestation; and that hence, con-
fessedly, no amount of obstetric skill or care has
hitherto entirely sufficed to ward off fatal results even
after what are termed, par excellence, natural labours.
I am fully prepared to learn that the experience of other
practitioners rejects this hypothesis in toto. It seems
natural for observers in different fields to arriVe at dif-
ferent conclusions. In illustration of this, I may remark
that, in my own practice, I have not found the aid of the
forceps-long, sbort, or Simpsonian-indicated in more
than two or three cases in a hundred; but I learnt some
time ago, from the lhalf-yearly Retrospect of Medical
Science, that Dr. H. of Falkirk found in his locality that
cases not requiring the aid of this invaluable instruiment
were exceptional. I say found, because it is just pos-
sible that increased experience may have led Dr. H. to
modify both his views and practice. In passing, may I
ask what Dr. Tyler Smith meant when he somewhat
vaguely alleged that "the exigencies of modern prac-
tice" required a more frequent use of the forceps? Did
he mean that the accoucheur's time had increased in
value? or that the endurance of the patient had dimi-
nished so much as to necessitate this result-who
knows?

To resume: the clientelle of the distinguisbed northern
professor embraces so large a proportion of ladies en-
dowed with a highly nervous organisation-nerves so
finely strung-that with him and them we are told that
chloroform is the rule, and a natural unmitigated
labour the exception-facts entirely at variance with my
own experience and that of most others practising in
this foggy and somewhat benighted district.

In conclusion, permit me to add that I fully concur
with Dr. Poncia that it is most desirable that immo-
derate and protracted pain in parturition should, if
possible, be abridged or lessened, and by chloroform, if
that be proved to be necessary and unattended with
danger; and, above all, if in accordance with the wishes
of the fair sufEerers themselves. But, having had but
little experience of ansesthetics, I must perforce content
myself with appending a formula for Dr. Poncia's in-
spection, which I have often used with apparent benefit
when the sufferings of my patient have been augmented
or protracted by spurious pains or an unyielding condi-
tion of the os uteri, and which possesses one advantage,
at least, over chloroform; namely, that if it be placed in
the hands of a trustworthy attendant, with the necessary
instructions, the accoucheur will generally be at liberty
to leave his patient for an hour or two at a time, until,
in fact, a change gradually brought about shall warn
him to keep within call. The formula simply comprises
the following mixture:-Tartarised antimonv, one grain;
sedative solution of opium, forty minims; distilled water,
two oulnces. Of this one teaspoonful may be given
every hour, or at some shorter interval, at the discretion
of the accoucheur. I am, etc.,

C. DE CINQ-MAISONS.
December 1862.

AN ANTIDOTE FOR ORGANIC POISONS.
Sin,-Notices of accidents by, and antidotes to, or-

ganic poisons, are constantly recurring in the medical
journals. Your last impression contained three such
articles-one on poisoning by aconite, and two suggest-
ing antidodes to strychnine. Now, it would appear to
me that we have not far to go in order to find sub-
stances whiclh are calculated in an eminent degree to
meet every case of poisoning by organic poisons. The
alkaline permanganates are in all respects such sub-
stances. Since the introduction of Condy's fluid, which

consists of combinations of these salts in solution, there
no longer exists any difficulty in procuring tbem. This
preparation is now to be found in almost every chemist's
shop, and in very many households; and its virtues as
an antidote, not only to offensive and infectious mat-
ters, but also to every form of organic poison, has only
to be recognised in order to render it of ready avail
when accidents occur from the swallowing of laudanum,
strychnine, cyanide of potassium, aconite, or other such
deadly substances. If this were more generally known,
many valuable lives would doubtless be saved. The ac-
tion of the permanganates on poisons of organic nature
will be made clear by the following equations:-

Cyanide of Potassimn and Permanganate of Potash.
KC2N+3 (Mn207+KO)=6 MnO2+4 KO+NO4+2CO2.

Veratrim and Permanganate of Soda. C34 H12 0 6 N
+ 27 (Mn207+ CaO)=5 Mn C2+2"7 CaO +2 H+NO5+
34 C02.

Strychninze and Pernmanganate of Magnesia. C30H16
03N+2(; (Mn207+M30)=52MnO2+26MgO+1HO
+ N05+ 30 C02.

I am, etc., MED. CHIR.
LIondon, December 15th, 1302.

CHLORINE MIXTURE.
LETTER FROM C. F. HODSON, ESQ.

SiR,-I am much obliged to Mr. Morris for noticing
the omission, in the Introduction to the Therapeuitical
Inquiry No. iv, of directions for making the chlorine
mixture. The formula he has been so good as to supply,
in page 600 of the JOURNAL, is that which I should have
given. It is easily prepared, very convenient for the
dispenser, and, with the addition of some syrup, is taken
readily by children. I am, etc.,

CHARLES F. HODSON.
The Chantry, Bishop's Stortford, December 1lth, 1862.

LUNACY CERTIFICATES: HALL V. SEMPLE.
LETTER FROM EDWARD BERNEY, ESQ.

Sin,-In your leading article upon this case, you sug-
gest the moral which the medical profession may draw
from it; or, rather, through our JOURNAL we learn the
moral, which the writer of this leading article himself
draws from the late trial.
The moral I draw from this trial is one of a very

different kiind; viz., that I shall be very cautious how I
sign a certificate of lunacy, without a special bond of in-
dernnity from a responsible person, holding mne harm-
less in case of an action being brought against mne.
What right has the writer of this leading article to

suggest that certificates of lunacy are more frequently
than may be supposed given in a lax way? Does the
writer mean to suggest that a want of honour, for wlich
our profession is preeminent, is a frequent feature in its
ranks?

Again; as the examiner of a lunatic, I am not bound,
unless I think it judicious, to beat up recruits for in-
formnation. I act from my own judgment, bondfide, and
then take the best evidence I can get upon the spot-
generally the evidence of relatives.
Those who are in the habit of examining lunatics and

si,ning certificates know that cases continually present
themselves, where, fiom appearances not easily put down
upon paper, the evidences of lunacy are clear to our
minds; and yet biow difficult to portray, how impossible
orally to explain to a jury led away by feelingy, and to a
judge whose mind is more mathematical than metaphy-
sical. Perhaps, however, I am paying too high a com-
pliment to those engaged in this important trial, unless
the encouragement of unrestrained laughter and un-
seemly conduct in a court of justice be characteristic
of either qualitv.
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