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was attacked ; however, no harm was done, as the flap was not at all
injured. The fourteenth day after the operation, Mr. Collins com-
menced skin-grafting the raw surface ; this process was repeated every
third day till the whole surface was healed. The man left the hospital
in a month after admission, being now perfectly well. The cicatrix
which marked the place from which the skin was taken was very slight;
in fact, it was almost quite imperceptible, and it was only on very close
inspection that any sign of the former condition of the lid could be
guessed at. Mr. Collins then entered into the pathological conditions
of the ulcer; he had been unable to examine it microscopically on' ac-
count of an accident having occurred to the specimen. He did not
agree with Mackenzie (who disapproved of any plastic operation after
excision, especially of the lower lid, giving as his reason that, if left to
itself, the deformity would be slight), as he could not imagine the de-
formity being slight after the removal of an entire eyelid. Mr. Collins
considered that the success of the flap very much depended on its thick-
ness and on its form, so that it might lie in its new bed without being
subject to any tension.-Dr. BIGGER knew Dieffenbach, and had often
seen him perform the operation. The chief feature about Dieffenbach's
operations was the immense number of pins he used in fixing the flap.
He considered any operation beneficial which would do away with the
unpleasant appearance caused by the disease. His experience of such
cases was that in all instances, no matter how well the operation had
been performed, there was a narrowing of the aperture, and he con-
sidered Mr. Collins singularly fortunate in having prevented this.-Dr.
KENNEDY approved of the use of caustics externally, and tonics in-
ternally. Hemlock he had seen used in similar cases with great benefit.
-Mr. RICHARDSON quoted the opinion of Sir James Paget to show
that no epitheliomatous cells whatever existed in true rodent ulcer.-
The PRESIDENT regretted that there was a great deal of confusion and
doubt existing about ulcers of the eye. He considered the term Jacob's
ulcer a very wide one.

Extraction of a Foreign Body from the Left Leg.-A paper on this
subject was read by Mr. F. F. PORTER, WhO gave the history of
the following case. In June I877, a little girl aged I3 came under his
observation. She had been running down some stairs about six weeks
before this date with a crochet-needle in her hand, when she fell, and,
the needle breaking, a large portion of it was pushed into the leg just
below the popliteal space. The needle could readily be felt. She had
been under treatment for six weeks previously, but no steps had been
taken to remove the foreign body. Mr. Porter found the position of
the foreign substance by means of a magnetised needle. He cut down
on it, and removed it. The case turned out satisfactorily in every way.
-The PRESIDENT considered the magnetised needle a most valuable
aid to diagnosis, but said that the test was such a delicate one that it
was difficult in its application.

Deformities ofthe Bladder, with Experiments.-Mr. WHEELER read
a paper on deformities of the bladder, and operations for their removal ;
and described experiments to test the length of the intervals between
the absorption of medicines and their excretion by the kidneys; as well
as to test the influence of certain drugs on the secretion of vesical mucus.
The chief interest of this paper consisted in the history of some cases
which Mr. Wheeler had under his care in the City of Dublin Hospital,
in which he had operated with good results; also for a list of interest-
ing experiments made by him, which were in every way satisfactory.-
Mr. R. MACNAMARA considered the paper valuable ; and moved the
adjournment of the debate.

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF DUBLIN.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH, I878.

EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D., President, in the Chair.
Spontaneous Amcputation.-Dr. KIDD showed a remarkable instance

in a hydrocephalic foetus, with double hare-lip and cleft palate. The
fingers and toes on the right side were deformed. A fine cord passed
across the top of the fingers of the right hand. The tips of the fingers
were cut off, and the fingers had united with each other. A band of
attachment passed from the dorsum of the great toe to a circular in-
dentation above the right ankle. The contraction of the lymph was
gradually causing amputation of the leg at the site of indentation. Dr.
Kidd said that in this case the amputation which had taken place in
the upper extremity illustrated the late Dr. W. F. Montgomery's views
as to the etiology of spontaneous amputation, while that in progress in
the lower extremity bore out the views held by Professor Gurlt of
Berlin, who considered these amputations to be produced by the con-
traction of lymph-bands connected with the amnion.

Mfelanotic Carcinoma. -Dr. E. H. BENNETT presented a set of
specimens of this variety of carcinoma from the sole of the foot, the
popliteal space, and the groin of a boy aged I - He had been ad-

mitted to hospital on June 15th, 1877, complaining of a painless
swelling behind the left knee. It appeared that three weeks previously
he had been struck in this situation by a handball at school. Closer
examination showed a globular mass of greatly enlarged glands in the
corresponding groin, non-inflammatory, but evidently the result of some
new growth. The sole of the same foot was distended, the fascia being
drawn tight. A malignant tumour had clearly developed under, and
probably from, the plantar fascia. The evolution of the three tumours
had, therefore, occurred almost synchronously. The affected limb at
last assumed the appearance of phlegmasia dolens, although no pain
was felt until a fungous condition of the swelling on the foot Fet in.
The lad died, owing to the supervention of hectic with diarrhcea, a
month after the increasing weight of the limb prevelnted his going
about. There was no trace of thoracic or other visceral disease, al-
though the glands up to the thorax were all secondarily engaged. The
thymus gland was affected ; but the mesenteric glands and those in the
opposite iliac fossa were absolutely healthy. The tumours were in
parts cystic in character, with spots of black pigment, which proved,
on microscopic examination, to be melanotic cells arranged in the
pattern of a carcinoma.
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SEABURY AND JOHNSON'S PLAISTERS.
MESSRS. SEABURY AND TOHNSON, pharmaceutical chemists, of 28,
Red Lion Square, London, and of New York, have forwarded to us
specimens of their specialities in plaisters. Their salicylated isinglass
plaister, applied by wetting and spreading on strong waterproofed
cotton-cloth, is alleged to possess the combined qualities of strength of
material, and to be antiseptic, non-irritating, susceptible to the slight-
est wetting, very adhesive, quickly applied, and waterproof. They
further state that it can be applied without heat, that it does not spoil
in any climate for any length of time, and that it can be sold at a very
moderate price-viz., five-yard rolls, eleven inches and a half wide, at
six shillings; and one-yard rolls at one shilling and sixpence. It is pre-
pared by impregnating the meshes of strong cotton-cloth with India-
rubber; this adds strength to the tissue, and makes it perfectly water-
proof. A solution of chemically pure gelatine is then charged with
salicylic acid and spread on the waterproofed cloth, thereby rendering
it non-irritating, antiseptic, susceptible to the slightest moisture, and
very adhesive. From the specimens of this plaister which have been
submitted to our notice, we can recommend its employment by the sur-
geon in hospital or private practice, as by its use the trouble, etc., of
applying the ordinary adhesive plaister, with its irritant effect on many
skins, is got rid of. All that is necessary to do in using it is to damp
the surface with a sponge, when it adheres at once. Not the least ad-
vantage is, that it is mildly antiseptic. Next among their pharmaco-
poeial and medicinal plaisters in India-rubber combination may be found
opium, belladonna, capsicum, blister camphorated, Burgundy pitch,
mustard, and many others. The mustard plaister spread on cotton-
cloth appears to be a most admirable preparation. The distinctive fea-
ture of these plaisters consists in utilising India-rubber as the basis on
which they are spread, which gives them greater pliability and ready
adhesion without heat or moisture, whilst the process of rendering them
porous enables them to be worn a greater length of time without their
becoming detached as the effect of perspiration.

HAY'S PREPARATIONS OF GINGER.
MR. W. HAY, operative chemist, of 4, Regent's Terrace, Anlaby Road,
Hull, has forwarded to us three preparations of ginger: i. A tincture
of the finest Jamaica ginger, made with great.care after the formula of
the British Pharmacopeia ; 2. A transparent essence entirely free from
resin, being a solution of the essential oil; 3. A resin of Jamaica gin.
ger of the consistence of treacle. These preparations are worthy of
commendation for certain special excellence, especially the resin, which
possesses in a remarkable degree the pungency and flavour of ginger, a
very small portion when placed on the tongue inducing, as it slowly
melts away, a biting sensation of warmth, etc., in the mouth. As anl
adjunct to aloetic pills and compounds, or to the preparations of senna
or rhubarb, it would probably usefully assist in diminishing the ten-
dency to griping.
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