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dental practitioners who, as such, shall have the exclusive use of a
professional designation whereby they may be distinguished from those
who practise without a recognised qualification ; to obtain an accurate
record of existing practitioners and of those persons whose professional
education has already commenced, and also to obtain the registration
under the title of Licentiates in Dental Surgery of those persons who
have taken, or who may hereafter take, the diploma of Licentiate in
Dental Surgery of the College of Surgeons.
Now, such a measure would in no way debar the surgeon from per-

forming operations upon the mouth and teeth, but it would hinder him,
in common with any other member of the public (for the privilege is
now common to all), from declaring himself by the adoption of the
special title specially educated, unless he possess the special qualifica-
tion. Mr. Cartwright further advocates the cause of the member of
the College who has studied the specialty, but declines to take the
proof thereof in the Licentiateship of Dental Surgery. This argument
cuts at the root of all professional qualifications. A person may study
surgery and decline to take a surgical diploma; but the law will not
allow him to be the judge of his own competence, and denies him the
use of an unauthorised professional title; and the same rule is quite as
much needed for the regulation of the practice of dental as of general
surgery.
The need of special education and qualification for the dental sur-

geon was fully recognised twenty years ago, and effectively met by the
establishment of the dental department of the College of Surgeons.
Now, the question whether a special education is or is not necessary
for the effective practice of dental surgery, as the subject is now under-
stood, is again raised. If it be necessary (and I believe in its absolute
necessity), then it is alike necessary for all persons who would practise
dental surgery. There can be no exception, for exception would be
but another word for incompetence, and this would entail a lowering of
the value of the licentiate's diploma. Fortunately, there are now many
highly competent dental practitioners who have been educated under
the dental curriculum of the College of Surgeons, and it will be for
them to declare the value of the education they have received. In
fact, a large share of the dental practice, both in London and the pro-
vinces, is now held by persons specially educated, and they are quite
competent to speak upon this sadly vexed educational question. I am
much mistaken if they will not with almost one voice say that, if the
licentiateship be deemed by the College of Surgeons in any respect an
insufficient qualification, let it be made sufficient and complete; but do
not degrade it by a forced association with a less relevant medical
diploma.
The relative value, from the dental point of view, of the M. R. C. S.

and the L. D. S. of the College of Surgeons may be thus stated. The
former fully embraces general, but does not include dental, surgery.
The latter fully embraces dental and much and sufficient of general
surgery. Hence, for the dental surgeon, the licentiateship is the
needful, significant, and truly relevant qualification.
The heavy charge Mr. Cartwright has laid at my door must be my

justification for writing so long a letter. Those of your readers who
are interested in the subject will find a verbatim report of the meeting
of the Dental Reform Association in the May number of the British
7ournal of Dental Science.-I remain, yours truly,

Caterham Valley, April 23rd, 1877. JOHN TOMES.

SIR,-As a member of the Dental Reform Committee, and, there-
fore, supposed to be favourable (as I find) to the resolution, the terms
of which are given in your last issue, will you allow me space for
the accompanying letter, which expresses the feeling of many besides
-Yours truly, EDWIN SAUNDERS.

To the Secretary of the Dental Rejorm Conmmittee.
April 21st, I877.

Dear Sir,-It is with very great regret and reluctance that I ask
you to regard me as no longer a member of the Dental Reform Com-
mittee. In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of this day, I see a
letter from the Chairman containing the text of a resolution passed at
the last meeting of that Committee, which I cannot but regard as
detrimental to the best interest of our calling, by building up, or
attempting to build up, a wall of separation between it and the great
surgical body. It has always appeared to me, that our true policy
lies in union with the great profession of surgery, and anything which
tends to hinder or sever that union must lead to a degradation of our
status. Such a resolution, therefore, I can only look upon with sorrow
and amazement, more especially as a discouragement to the higher
aspirations and generous enthusiasm of the younger members of the
profession.-Believe me, yours truly, EDWIN SAUNDERS.

THE F.R.C.S. OF ENGLAND.
SIR,-I wish the suggestion made by Professor Humphry, and

assented to by Dr. Allfrey, that members of the College be allowed to
pass the examnination for the Fellowship as soon as their professional
acquirements enable them to do so, had been in force ten years ago ;
and, should it ever come into force, the younger members of the pro-
fession will have a golden opportunity accorded them, the want of
which when they were students will be regretted by many of ten years'
standing.

I think it only fair that any new measure should be retrospective as
well as prospective; and that, if greater facilities be granted to the
younger members, on the one hand, so, on the other equal facilities
should be accorded to those who are members of some years' standing.

I am quite aware of the fact that members of eight years' standing
are admitted to the examination for the Fellowship, but I do not think
that a very great boon. After being away from a dissecting-room for
that period of time, a man's anatomy becomes very rusty, and however
deftly he may cut for the stone, tie the femoral, or relieve a strangulated
hernia, I think he would hesitate somewhat in describing the posterior
occipital space or Meckel's ganglion.
Assuming fifty members yearly take the Fellowship under Professor

Humphry's scheme, will that add much to the status of the electoral
body of the College? You will gain additional votes, but will you gain
additional wisdom? for, as Tennyson says, " Knowledge comes, but
wisdom lingers".

There are gentlemen who as members have been in practice
many years, have been surgeons to country hospitals, and who,
having gained the respect of those they live among, have been
made mayors and magistrates for town or county, and whose know-
ledge of surgery, men and manners, would make them of great value
as an electoral body. Some rule should be put in force for the election
of such men to the Fellowship.
Had the " obnoxious ten years' clause" come into force, it would not

have affected the status of Mr. Woodman or Dr. Allfrey; and I feel
sure there are members of the Council and Court of Examiners who
would have been well pleased to see their old house-surgeons placed
on the list of Fellows ; but these must, under existing regulations, pass
through their professional career without having any voice in the ma-
nagement of the College.-I am, etc.,

April 14th, 1877. AN OLD U. C. H. HOUSE-SURGEON.

SIR,-I suppose there is no doubt that one of the objects, and pro-
bably the chief one, of the Charter of 1843 was to introduce into the
College the principle of representation and election. This should be
borne in mind. Professor Humphry, in his letter which appeared in
your number of April 7th, recognises this; but he only dwells on the
diminution of the numbers of the elective body when the honorary
Fellows shall have passed away. I think there are two considerations
to which attention should be drawn. The first is that Fellows by ex-
amination do not represent the large body of the College, who are as
excluded from its government as in the days of old; the second is that
the Fellowship is not merely like the M. A. degree of an university, a
mark of proficiency as a student and a title of honour, but that, though
almost always attained in early life, it unfortunately makes a division
among men engaged in the same profession, and carries a suggestion of
superior knowledge ever afterwards. And so the Fellowship is held
up as an object of ambition and a stimulus for encouraging scientific
study. Practically, however, it is seldom that it can have this latter
effect. A young man has means and leisure to pursue his studies for a
few additional years, and then prefers the Fellowship examination.
For this he deserves all praise, and gives good promise 'for the future.
But now it is no longer a stimulus to him, for he has gained it. It is,
in fact, a means, not an end, and by it appointments are open to him
by which he may advance himself in life. He may distinguish himself
later or he may not. If he do, it will be from some other stimulus,
from love of science, or a wish to rise in his profession and gain emin-
ence, with all its advantages; if he do not, it is hard that he should,
by the mere title, be of a superior grade and a representative of British
surgery.
On the other hand, there are through the country men who, not

having intended to devote themselves to surgery exclusively, or not
having had the means for the lengthened studies required for the Fel-
lowship, have gained for themselves a high position, are widely trusted
and consulted, perhaps are surgeons to provincial hospitals and equal
to every emergency of surgery; and yet, these are members only, and
never will be more. It is an illusion and an irony to say that they can
become Fellows by passing an examination ; they have not leisure to
prepare for it, and they will not risk their well-earned reputation by
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