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In a large majority of the factory children, the gums were red and
spongy." (Vol. i, p. i8o.)

These facts, it must be confessed, agree but ill with the opinions and
unprofessional experience of some of the factory inspectors, or, at all
events, with that of Mr. Reedgrave, one of the two principal of them.
In Mr. A. Redgrave's examination before the Royal Commissioners
will be found the following question and answer (Report, vol. ii, P. 37,
c. 533). Lord F. Cavendish asks Mr. Redgrave: " Is it at all possible
for any surgeon to tell at all accurately the age of a child?" His
answer is " I believe that, with respect to the ages of 8 and I3, there
is nothing mory- easy than to ascertain the age of a child. There are
the simplest possible marks of age, which a man with very little ob-
servation may be able to detect. Almost everyone considers himself
able to ascertain the age of a horse; and the age of a child may be
ascertained upon the same principle by ascertaining the number of
milk-teeth and the teeth of different growths. It is a very simple pro-
cess, and if to that is added a little observation of the earlv develop-
ment of boys and girls, which a man soon acquires if he is in the habit,
and he makes it his business to look at children, it becomes a very easy
ma/ter indeed." Now, if Mr. Roberts be right, and he, at all events,
quotes carefully selected facts and figures on his side, which Mr.
Redgrave does not, this, which " is a very simple process indeed" in
the mind of the latter gentleman, is really in practice a most difficult
and onerous one.
As an uniform plan fotr determining the physical requirements of the

children, not only to assist the surgeon in the performance of his duty,
but to protect the children, their parents, and employers from inex-
perienced or crotchety officials, Mr. Roberts proposes the followving.
He would exclude, as physically too shoat of stature for factory work,

boys of 8 years who were under 42 inches; of 9 years, under 44 inches ;
of I0 years, under 46 inches ; of i i years, under 48 inches ; of I2
years, under 49 inches; and of 13 years, under 50 inches. The chest-
girth of a child of 8 years should be 20z inches ; for 9 years, 21 inches;
I0 years, 2I '% inches; II years, 22 inches ; 12 years, 22Y. inches;
and for I3 years, 23 inches-the increase being half-an-inch for each
year. With regardc o weighit, a child of 8 years should not weigh less
than 45 lbs.; one of 9 years, 49 lbs. ; one of IO years, 53 lbs. ; one of
I I years, 5 7 lbs. ; one of 12 years, 59 lbs. ; and one of I 3 years, 65 lbs.
Now, we should like to know what practical experience in the matter

Mr. Redgrave has to set against the above, or if he considers all the
labour here described as " a very simple process indeed" ?

WVe do not for one moment suppose that Mr. Cross will, in framing
his Bill for consolidating and amending " the Factory and Workshops
Acts", act on all the recommendations of the Royal Commissioners
who were appointed to inquire into the subject, and certainly trust that
he will not do so in the matter of the certifying surgeons. With many
of them, as we remarked in a former number, we cordially agree;
against others we cannot speak too strongly.
The proposed " certifcate system" can only be regarded as an

attempt to emasculate the Factory Act of its chief sanitary pro-
vision, and is as unworthy in its suggestion as it would be mis-
chievous in its results. We cannot too strongly urge the necessity of
not only a fresh examination at each factory or workshop, but, in ad-
dition, at each hiring at the same factory or workshop, for diseases
may appear at any time. If the services of the certifying surgeon are to
interfered with, as such a proposal if carried out will materially, the
result will be that our factory population will sensibly suffer, and the mor-
tality, over which Dr. Farr now laments, will be considerably increased.

Then, again, the proposed substitution of the factory inspectors
as sanitary inspectors instead of the certifying surgeons is another re-
commendation fraught with mischief. Surely, sanitary inspection is
peculiarly and essentially medical work; and, to hand it over to a
body of men who have had no such training, must result in conse-
quences most disastrous, to say nothing of putting on one side, and for
no earthly reason except the niggardly one of remuneration, of the very
gentlemeni whose labours have so greatly contributed to the improve-
ments which have taken place in the last forty years.

These recommendations, we confidently assert, do not tend to carry
out the object for which the Commission was appointed. Much has
been done in the way of sanitary reform ; still, more remains to be done.
'We have only to refer to the quarterly return of the Registrar-General
to see in what direction. Special attention is there drawn to the ex-
cessive mortality which prevails in Lancashire towns; for instance, it
was equal to 233 per I,000 in Wigan, 237 per i,ooo in Preston, and
254 per I,ooo in Blackburn; in equal numbers living, we find that no
fewer than 183 persons died last quarter in Lancashire to I00 dying in
Westmorland. Dr. Purdon shows that the mortality among children
in Belfast-the great linen centre-of the professional and mercantile
classes under 2Y2 years of age, is 15.8 per cent. ; among the artisans

and labouring classes, it is 20.3 per cent. ; while among the factory
operatives, it reaches the large figure of 38.5 per cent.-that is to say,
of all the children of operatives, about two-fifths die before they reach
the age of 2 years, while among the labouring and artisan portion of
the community, only one-fifth die. Surely, this striking disparity
shows once more the necessity that exists for improving the physical
well-being of the factory children.

PROFESSOR LISTER.
WE understand that the arrangements which have, during the last three
weeks, been in course at King's College Hospital, to induce Mr. Lister of
Edinburgh to accept the office of Surgeon and Lecturer on Clinical Sur-
gery at that institution, have so far progressed, that it is now considered
certain that the Council of the College will be able to modify the in-
vitation which they have already addressed to Mr. Lister in a manner
to meet the views which he has expressed on the subject. Mr. Lister's
expressed reluctance to accept the invitation to King's College was
based, not only upon his attachment to the great school in which he
holds so distinguished a place, but upon the strength of his conviction
of the importance of carrying out clinical surgical teaching in a par-
ticular manner and with great completeness. Under the proposed
arrangements, these clinical and scientific facilities will be afforded to
him, and his duties will be strictly those of practical surgery in the
wards and clinical teaching. It is understood that Mr. Wood, who has
for many years proved himself an able teacher of Systematic Surgery,
will continue to give one halfof that course, the rest of the course being
allotted to Mr. Henry Smith.

HEALTH OF FOREIGN CITIES.
THE average annual death-rate during the last quarter of I876 in
twenty-six Indian and foreign cities was 25.8 per i,ooo, against 22.4
in twenty of the largest English towns, having an estimated popula-
tion of nearly seven millions of persons. The population of the
twenty-six foreign cities is estimated at rather more than eleven mil-
lions of persons. The lowest death-rates during the quarter were
19.7 and I9.8 in Philadelphia and Christiania; whereas the rate was
equal to 36.3 in Buda-Pesth, 39.0 in Madras, and 45.7 in Alexandria.
During the quarter, cholera caused 436 deaths in Calcutta, 41
in Bombay, and 303 in Madras. In Paris, no fewer than 992
deaths resulted from typhoid fever, equal to an annual rate of
2.15 per i,ooo persons living; whereas in London the entire fever-
rate did not exceed 0.33 per i,ooo. In Paris, therefore, this
rate last quarter was more than six times as high as in London,
although the average weekly numbers in Paris declined to 64 in
the last quarter, from II8 in the third quarter of the year. The
fatal cases of small-pox in Paris were 72, against 122 and 78
in the two preceding quarters. Small-pox was also prevalent
in Brussels, Vienna, Buda-Pesth, and Naples. Scarlet-fever caused
238 deaths in Berlin, i6s in Vienna, io8 in Brooklyn, and I1O
in Boston. Typhoid fever was fatally prevalent in Berlin, where 173
deaths occurred from this disease ; and still more so in Philadelphia,
where as many as 250 deaths were referred to typhoid fever during the
quarter. Diphtheria caused 324 deaths in New York, I90 in Brooklyn,
and I36 in Boston.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE AFTER-TREATMENT OF EXCISION OF THE

HIP-JOINT.
SIR,-In your impression of the ioth instant, Mr. Hulke has been

so good as to notice my article on the after-treatment of excision of the
hip-joint, which appeared in your JOURNAL of the 24th ultimo, and
refers to the De Morgan splint as having many advantages, as well as
to his own method of arranging the patient's bed for such operations.

I have not been so fortunate as to have seen either ; but, from Mr.
Hulke's description, I should suppose there was considerable restraint
exercised by means of the perineal band and long splint, and disturb-
ance of the wound, in consequence of the necessity of rolling the pa-
tient towards the sound side when dressing it or applying the bed-pan.
With my stretcher and bed, I have endeavoured to obviate either

restraint or disturbance of the wound; and I feel sure it will be allowed
that the perfect rest, which is so much insisted upon by authorities on
excision of the hip-joint, cannot be enforced if it be necessary to roll
the patient towards the sound side for any purpose whatever.-I am,
etc., J. H. PORTER, Surgeon-Major.

Netley Hospital, March i6th, I877.
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