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of a proper convex glass. The degree of hyper-
metropia may vary in the two eyes.

Considerable relief to ocular uneasiness is ob-
tained by the constant instead of the occasional use
of glasses in hyperinetropia; and when, in young
subjects, complicated with presbyopia, we have wit-
nessed by this means the attainment of a normal
near point in the course of a few weeks.
From the injurious results which occur in the

eyes of persons who have relieved their hyperme-
tropia by using convex glasses of high power (8",
10", or 12" focus); and, from the excellent pre-
servation in which the vision is maintained where
weak convex spectacles have been selected and worn
for twenty or even more years, we regard with much
distrust the proposition of Dr. Donders to treat the
disorder by neutralising all efforts at accommoda-
tion with glasses of a high positive focus.
Mr. Wells is in error in attributing to Dr. Don-

ders the discovery of the remedial powers of convex
glasses in asthenopia. Their use must be nearly as
old as that of spectacles and the existence of curi-
osity in children. The following passage, written at
a time when Donders was in the full enjoyment of a
schoolboy's life, is of a sufficiently remote date to
prove that he was not the discoverer. " Few patients,
not even those who are mere children, continue to
be long affected with asthenopia without making use
of convex glasses." (Ed. Med. and Surg. Journal,
1843, vol. lx, p. 100.)

In conclusion, we congratulate the author on
having rendered Donders's views on the application
of spectacles easy of comprehension to surgeons, and
on having produced a work which will prove an
appropriate and useful avant courier to the Syden-
ham Society's translation of Donders on Ametropie.
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VENTILATION.
THE subject of ventilation, like so many other sub-
jects, was ventilated at the late meeting of the
Social Science Association. Sir Joshua Jebb intro-
duced the topic by a paper, in which he pointed
out the way in which ventilation is carried on in go-
vernment prisons and hospitals. His method of
proceeding is founded on that resorted to for the
purpose of introducing air into coal mines; and, as
he informed the Public Health Section, was most
perfect in action.

Dr. B. Sanderson followed with another paper to
point out what a complete failure the system of ven-
tilation-in principle precisely similar to Sir J.
Jebb's-is which has been resorted to at a great ex-
pense in St. Mary's Hospital. He found, for example,
on careful and scientific investigation, that there
was a eomplete stagnation, i.e., no current of air at
all passing along the complicated air-pipes, which
theoretically were supposed to be providing a charm-

uigly fresh atmosphere for the benefit of the sick
patients. On seeking for an explanation of this un-
pleasant fact, he ascertained that there existed two
currents of air in the shaft connected with the fur-
nace. This shaft is forty feet high, and in it is
placed a furnace to produce an upward current, and
so to draw air into the hospital, and along through
the air-pipes, and pass it away up into the clouds.
Instead of this being effected, Dr. Sanderson found
that, in the peripheral portion of the shaft, there
existed a downward current, which supplied the fur-
nace, and then furnished an upward central current.

Several speakers followed ; and all their remarks
tended to one conclusion ; viz., that up to the pre-
sent day, the so-called scientific ventilation of hos-
pitals, lunatic asylums, etc., has proved a complete
failure; and that, in fact, the only method available
and certain at the present moment is the rough and'
ready one; viz., that of opening the windows. It
was also suggested, on the strength of these re-
marks, that if Sir J. Jebb's system was scientifically
investigated, it might perhaps turn out that it was
not altogether so perfect as would appear from Sir'
J. Jebb's account. At all events, this much is mani-
fest, that wherever artificial and complicated plans
of ventilation are resorted to, in hospitals, etc., and
fail, serious injury is liable to be inflicted on the in-
mates, as in the case of St. Mary's Hospital. These
contrivances then become delusions and snares, de-
luding people into the belief that the buildings are
copiously supplied with fresh air; and thus ensnar.
ing them into the error of not introducing fresh
air through the windows, as they otherwise would
do. But the most unsatisfactory part of the whole
business is, that our architects have, as it would
seem, nothing to offer us in the way of supplying our
private dwellings with fresh air.

Is there not something very remarkable in the
fact that, in the second half of the nineteenth cen-
tury, and in the sixth year of the Social Science As-'
sociation, and notwithstanding the invocations to the
worship of the goddess Hygieia which greet us at
every turn in modern life, not the very smallest at-
tempt is made to introduce into our private dwell-
ing-houses a proper supply of that first essential to
life, air ? The fact seems to us really a scandal to
be scored up to the account of our architects. The
quiet way, also, in which even the high preachers
of hygienic principles, men of science, put up with
the want of the thing in their own houses is some-
thing marvellous. We regret to say that at the
Social Science Association, this subject of supplying
dwelling-houses with air was not worked out. As
the fact now stands, it would appear that the only
well aerated individuals in this metropolis are our
cut-throats and pickpockets- dwellers in model
prisons !
The solution of this question becomes every day
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more urgent, on account of the extensive introduc-
tion of coal gas into our houses, whereby large
volumes of other gases-products of its combus-
tion, and most of them highly injurious to health
-are introduced into our rooms. For the escape
of these gases, and for their replacement by fresh
air, no sort of provision is made in ninety-nine out
of every hundred houses. So much for the advanced
condition in this direction, in practice, of sanitary
science.

Moreover, in speaking of the subject of ventila-
tion of our houses on a previous occasion, we re-
marked that all that had hitherto been done in this
way had evidently been done in the wrong direction;
viz., in attempting to get rid of the foul air float-
ing in the upper parts of the rooms. What we
really want is a proper supply of fresh air intro-
duced into our rooms. To this, as a rule, no kind
of attention is paid. We firmly close our windows
and doors; make a blazing fire; that is, send a
large volume of air up the chimney and out of
the house, and take no thought whatever about
the source whence comes the air which must
enter to supply the place of that which has taken
its exit vid the chimney. As a rule, it will be
found that the supply of our houses in London is
chiefly derived from the basement of the house,
passing through the kitchen, the scullery, the larder,
the cellars, and so forth; and if there be rat-holes,
or any imperfection in the drains, a portion comes
from the sewers themselves. Sometimes, indeed, when
the draught of air from the basement is brisk, the
air of the sewers is actually drawn up, even through
the very traps (as they are called) of our houses.

Populus, however divine his voice, cannot under-
stand that the vapours of coal gas are noxious, and
that respired air is spoiled for the purposes of life.
He is ignorant, because he cannot see the mischief
in these invisible entities. It is, therefore, the
business, one would think, of science to open the
eyes of populus to the truth of the matter. But
science, strangely enough, is almost as dumb as ig-
norance itself in this all important affair. We would
suggest that science (if it cannot embrace two essen-
tials at one time) should, for a season at least, give
up its remarkable attentions to water-supply, and
turn them upon an air-supply. Every week, learned
chemists tell us, to the thousandth of a grain, the
amount of impurities in our waters; might they not
now more advantageously give us some returns,
some idea of the condition of the air we breathe in
our dwelling-houses ? Populus will cry out when
his water-supply runs short, and his eyes and his
nose will tell him pretty roughly when the article
is not as it should be; but neither his nose nor
his eyes can gauge the foulness of the air he
breathes. What is the object of these profound
aalyses of our water ? Is it not that we may
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thereby attain to, or insure, a greater purity in
the quality of the article ? Well, then, why do not
our chemists operate in the same sense, and with
the same object, in the matter of the air we breathe?
Surely its purity is as vital a want as the purity of
water.

Attention has, in truth, been so concentrated upon
water-supply, that men of science have actually
proposed a scheme for bringing London its water
all the way from Wales; a scheme, by the way,
which will very probably one day be a great fact.
In the meantime, we would entreat some master of
hygiene, in company with an architect. to tell us
how to get the air which is outside our windows
inside them, and to get it in cito et jucundg, i.e.,
abundantly, and without the creation of a draught.
Surely science, which has lately actually demon-
strated to us some of the chemical constituents of
the atmosphere of the sun, and can trace the great
currents of air over the face of the globe, from pole
to equator, and so on ; surely science can condescend
to the very homely business of superintending the
formation of a due current of air into our houses!

ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL.

WHoEvRn has noted the treatment to which the
ancient hospital of St. Thomas has been subjected
during thespast critical months of its existence, will
not entertain a very high opinion of the skill of its
present managers. Indeed, the extraordinary fix
into which the charity has been at length brought
will lead people to ask, Who on earth are respon-
sible for all this blundering ? Who are the manag-
ing agents ? What is the constitution of the Board
which supervises the affairs of this magnificent in-
stitution ? Who has the distribution of its immense
wealth ?

Truly, there is some excellent virtue in an open
Board of Governors after all. Individuals, at such
Boards, may be tiresome and refractory, and give
much trouble by inopportune and impertinent dis-
cussion; but the affairs of the hospital, in the end,
are all the better for the excessive ventilation they
are subjected to. Let those who cry out in favour
of close Boards of Governors remark how St.
Thomas's property has been managed; into what a
position the hospital has been permitted to drift,
under the guidance of irresponsible -unknowns.

Its Governors are, truly, either the most unfortu-
nate or the very worst of hospital managers. Driven
by law-pressure to a rapid conclusion, they now pre-
pose to take a two years and a half's lease of the
Surrey Gardens, and, at a large expense, convert the
music hall into temporary wards containing two
hundred beds'! This will give them sufcient
breathing time to look out fora site- o which to
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erect the model magnificent hospital which they have
in mental perspective.
To this Surrey Gardens proceeding we are not sur-

prised that all the medical officers of the hospital
enter a protest, in the shape of a letter " To the
President, Treasurer, Grand Committee, and other
Governors of St. Thomas's Hospital," as the unknown
power above referred to is designated. The medical
officers feel it a "1 duty incumbent on them again re-
spectfully to address the Governors on the present
lamentable position of this ancient charity." The
Governors have, it seems, thoroughly snubbed their
medical men.

"' Questions of vital interest have come uinder discus-
sion, for the elucilation of some of which, the opinion
of the medical staff, as of those who must be the best, if
not the only persons qualified to form a correct judg-
ment, should have been sought. It is, nevertheless,
true that our former address has remained unnoticed,
and that our views have been either altogether ignored
or misrepresented."

Their duty, nevertheless, forces them again to re-
monstrate against the forced closure of the present
hospital, which would be " a public scandal and a great
calamity." They, therefore, urge upon the Governors
that they should do their utmost to obtain

" Such a modification of the Bill before Parliament as
shall secure the maintenance of this time-honoured
charity in its present site, and the continuance of the
priceless blessings which it dispenses, until another site
can be procured and another hospital erected."

But we have now touched upon this hospital ques-
tion, to draw a moral from the tale-to compare the
management of open and of close boards; and, if by
their fruits such things may be judged, we believe
that the public will agree with us, that the case of
close boards is condemned. We know not how our
readers may take the following facts and figures;
but most assuredly they have astonished us. We
shall give them as they lie before us in printed re-
ports, to show the working of two differently managed
hospitals-St. Thomas's and St. George's. They
speak for themselves, and need no comment from us.
In 1860, 3,625 patients were admitted into St.
Thomas's Hospital; and in the same year, by a
curious coincidence, 3,625 patients were admitted
into St. George's Hospital. The expenditure of St.
Thomas's Hospital during that year was upwards of
£32,000. The expenditure of St. George's Hos-
pital during that year was under £16,000! So
that, as regards in-patients, St. George's did as
much work as St. Thomas's for half the money.
Now, until some explanation be given of these
astounding statements, we must conclude, either that
St. George's Hospital patients are most niggardly,
and therefore improperly provided for, or that a
strong case for investigating the management of
St. Thomas's Hospital is made out.

A MEDICAL CORONER.
IN the fight for the coronership of Middlesex, the
lawyers are straining every nerve to beat the doctors.
We sincerely trust that they may be disappointed;
and have no reason to doubt that they will be so, if
the profession stick well to their medical candidate.
We are glad to find that Dr. Lankester, in the Cen-
tral District, is receiving the warmest support, both
in and out of the profession; and that many of our
medical brethren are not only backing him with
their votes, but also supporting him with subscrip-
tions necessary for carrying on this most expensive
contest. The whole profession is interested in Dr.
Lankester's success. If he succeed, the election of
Middlesex will again be a key-note for the election
of medical coroners throughout the country. If he
fail, the failure will be a precedent which will be
made use of hereafter at similar elections through-
out the country.
We are also glad to see that Dr. Lankester has

the support of most influential men out of, as well
as in, the profession. Medical men have scarcely
any public appointments of this character open to
them ; lawyers have more than their share. If, then,
as is manifest, a medical man's knowledge especially
fit him for the office of coroner, the profession is
bound to do its utmost to keep the appointments of
coronerships in its own hands. Therefore, for Dr.
Lankester's sake, and for the sake of the profession,
we sincerely trust that our metropolitan brethren
will actively bestir themselves in his behalf, and so
ensure his success.
The following expression of opinion on the part of

Dr. William Farr, of the General Registrar's Office,
is a strong confirmation of the claims of a medical
man to the office of coroner.
"I attach the greatest importance to the office of

coroner, as, when properly filled, it prevents crime, dis.
sipates suspicion, and discovers the causes of death.

" Medical knowledge is necessary-firstly, in judging
from the preliminary information whether inquests shall
be held; secondly, in conducting the inquiry; thirdly, in
deciding whether medical or scientific witnesses shall
be called; fourthly, in instructing the jury; and, fifthly,
in returning the causes of death, under the Registration
Act. Death is in sortie cases an impenetrable mystery;
and in neatly all cases its physiological causes are en.
tirely beyond the ken of non-medical coroners, who thus
are liable to mislead or to misdirect, or to fail in aiding
the juries to sift medical evidence, and to return in their
verdicts the true causes of death. The object of the
office is thus defeated.
"Inquests were held in England on 21,801 bodies,

according to a recent return ; and in only 482 cases was
the verdict homicide. This shows how many of the in-
quests are purely medical. The coroner's jury insti-
tuting only a preliminary inquiry, the accused persons
detected were tried by the judges of the land, and 109
were convicted. This part of the procedure is very pro-
perly conducted by the highest judicial authorities.
The duties of a coroner are of a totally different cha-
racter.:
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
As a misunderstanding exists in the minds of some
of our readers concerning the powers of the Council
of the College of Surgeons in the matter of election
of Examiners, we will give the very words of the
charter of 1852, under which the elections are made.
We have, it will be remembered, distinctly asserted
that the College has never in one single instance
carried out the reforms intended and indicated by
that charter, but has studiously and carefully pur-
sued its old close-borough ways. Thus the charter
says: "All future Examiners of the said College
shall be elected by the Council of the College, either
from the members of the Council, or from the other
Fellows of the said College, or from both or either of
them." The charter gives the Council permission to
elect Examiners out of the general body of Fellows;
but the Council has taken excellent care that the
bonne bouche of an examinership should never pass
beyond its own lips, and thus has never in any in-
stance acted up to the spirit of the charter. The
Councit has always elected the Examinersfrom out of
their own body-i. e.,from the Council. The object of
the framers of this clause in the charter manifestly
was to enable the Examiners to elect out of the
body of Fellows those who might naturally (by
their age) be considered more fitted than the seniors
of the profession-the members of Council-to ex-
amine candidates in some of the more purely scien-
tific subjects connected with medicine and surgery-
in physiology and transcendental anatomy, for ex-
ample.

The other point in the charter of 1852, which we
noticed as having been in a like manner entirely dis-
regarded by the Council, was the permissive power
given in the following words, and given for the
express object of being practised :-" That the Pre-
sident and Vice-Presidents of the said College shall
no longer be chosen exclusively from or out of the
Examiners of the said College, but from or out of
all the members of the Council indifferently, and
whether Examiners of the College or not." This
reads to us something like a positive order; but, as
we have said, it has never in one single instance
been attended to. Carrying out the terms of the
charter would have been knocking on the head the
close-boroughism which distinguishes the College
management; but this was not agreeable to the
majority of those who held power, office, and the
pleasant rich rewards of office; and therefore things
have gone on in the College just the same as they
went on before the new (reforming) charters were
obtained. And, alas for human nature! those who
were wont in old days to be the loudest patriots and
chartists, in the assaults made on the College, are
now the most determined of conservators and pre-
servators of ancient ways. The Royal College of

|Surgeons of England is, in truth, about the only
corporation in the country which has kept up the
old and corrupt system of self-election.

THE WEEK.
MR. BOWMAN has, we hear, resolved on resigning his
office of surgeon to King's College Hospital. It is
not certain, if we are rightly informed, that a suc-
cessor will be appointed to fill his place. There is
some idea of dividing the whole in-door surgical
work of the hospital between the two remaining
surgeons.

AT an Extraordinary Meeting of the College of Phy-
sicians of Edinburgh, to be held on the 20th inst.,
the following motion has stood on the business-order
of the day for consideration.
"That on the 27th December, ] 859, Lima Abraham

La'Mert was admitted a Licentiate of the College after
examination, and after having signed the following de-
claration, a holograph copy of which is in the hands of
the Secretary of the College:
"' I, Lima Abraham La'Mert, M.R.C.S., do hereby

promise that, if elected as Licentiate of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of Edinburgh, I will never connect
myself with any medical practice which is publicly ad-
vertised; and I further consent, that, if I depart from
this engagement, I shall forfeit my diploma, and with
it the title and rights of a Licentiate of the College.
(Signed) LIMA A. LAMEPT, M.R.C.S. Glasgow, De.
cember 26, 1859.'

" That Mr. L. A. La'Mert having violated this pledge,
the College deprive him of his diploma, and of his title
and rights as a Licentiate of the College."
This proceeding is highly creditable to the College,
and evinces an honourable desire to purge the pro-
fession from the disrepute attaching to it by the
conduct of unworthy members, which may well
(and ought to) be imitated by other medical Col-
leges. To the* constant appearance in the daily
journals of the following advertisement may, we
conclude, be attributed this movement of the Col-
lege.

"' MEDICAL ADVICE. Dr. La'Mert, Licentiate of the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, etc., con-
tinues to be consulted on the various disorders of a
special character, and on the cure of all nervous andphysioial infirmities, resulting from injurious habits or
excesses.
" Dr. La'Mert, M.D., etc., has been engaged for

twenty years in the treatment of these unhappy cases,
which, through the disappointment of just expecta-
tions, seriously compromise family objects and pro-
spects, and prevent the accomplishment of designs on
which important interests depend. His essay on I Self-
Preservation' contains every information on these sub-
jects, and may be had from the author, or from Mann,
39, Cornball. Price 1s, post free for 13, or sealed ends
for 20 stamps. At home from 10 till 2 and 6 till 8.-
37, Bedford Square, London."
Our readers will remark that in this precious
document there are skilfully combined two Dr.
La'Merts. The first one is the youth who joined
the College of Physicians during the year of grace,
after becoming M.R.C.S.E. in 1859. Number two,
with the twenty years experience, of course sails
under the collegiate plumes of number one!
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