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While such a state of affairs as this exists, we have little hope that
the Admiralty can either get candidates, or retain them. An-d let our
youllg medical brethren recollect that these are the regulations now in
force iln the se(lXice,

W""OODEN HOSPITALS.
WvE have received, thirough the courtesy of Dr. Day of Geelong, an
interesting, paper on the advantages of freshly constructed wooden sheds
for hospital pnrposes. This paper was read at the Medical Society of
Victoria, and elicited some discussion there; though, to judge from the
account furnished to us, that discussion was by no means of a searching
nature. Dr. Day's theory is that " certain kinds of wood, such as red
or yellow deal, American pine, and white (leal or spruce, possess the
property of acting on atmospheric oxygen, and converting it into per-
oxide of hydrogen, a substance renmarkable for its power of destroying
the offensive pro(lucts of decaying organlic matter"; andl he infers that
the exhalations from the walls and roofs of sheds composed of such
wood will, by their ,antiseptic properties, ren(ler the putrefying organic
products generated by the suppuration or decomposition of wounds
harmless. Dr. Day also attributeds to the same substance-the per-
oxide of hydrogen-the property of destroying the contagium of scarlet
fever ; and states that he has used the ethferial solution of peroxide of
hydrogen, erroneously called " ozonic ether", with remarkable effect
in staying the sl)read of that disease. His plan is to anoint the patient's
body three times a (lay for a fortnight or three weeks with this ether
mixed with lard in the proportion of one part to eight ; and he points
out that the greasy substances which are used to check the spread of scar-
let fever, and whose action is believed commonly to be merely mecha-
nical, themselves absorb) oxygen from the atmosphere, and convert it
into peroxide of hy-drogen. The only facts which Dr. Day protluces
in support of the general assertion w'ith which he begins his paper-
that " certain diseases, such as pyoemia, erysipelas, and puerperal fever,
which are so common and so fatal in ordinary hospitals, rarely, if ever,
occur in hospitals constructed of wood"-consist of a statement by Dr.
Shrimpton, taken from the -Lance! (April 4th, 1874), that in some huts
at Shorncliffe and at Colchester there had been at the former place
i 702 deliveries without any death from puerperal disease" and at the
latter " 202 deliveries had been registered, but no deaths"-a statement
too vaague, and admitting of too many explanations to be worth much
to his argument; all(n, secondly, of an extract from the ilerlical Tices
and CGasze/e (l)ecemher 13th, 1873), recording a visit wNrhich Dr.
D'Espine made to the hospital at leipzig, which seems recently to hlave
been converted into a collection of fourteen wvooden sheds enclosing a stone
building, the o0l hospital, " which now is exclusively devotedl to pay-
ing patients, who have each their separate room". In these wooden
sheds, it is said that Professor Thiersch performetl 266 serious operations
during the twelve im-onths from August I872 to .Augulst 1873 without losing
a single case from pyxmia; while, prior to the construction of the slhed-
hospitals, be lost fromi forty to fifty amputations from this cause
annually. But we are not told how many beds the o0l hospital con-
tainedl, nor inlwhat space these be(ls were placed, nor what were the
arrangements of the huildling. And the enormous number of amputa-
tions said to have been lost annually from pyiemia really renders a state-
ment of these miatters necessary. We presume Professor Thiersch did
not lose every patient whom he amputated, and also that his patients
sometimes died fromn other causes than pyaemia. If this were so, we
can hardly estimate the numl-iber of ,amputations performed annually ill
this hospital (even allowing, as we suppose is the fact, that Professor
Thiersch performs every amputation which is done ill it) as less than
one htmdred-a number of amputations more than twice as great as
those performed in one year at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. In fact,
if we follow rAI. Bryant's calculation (see JL'dtico-Chii-u)-,-icai Tians-
actions, vol. xlii), that pymmia is the cause of death in 42 per
cent. of fatal amputations only, we should estimate the fatal amputa-
tions by themselves at above Io0. If Professor Thiersch was so un-
lucky as to lose every other amputation, this would raise his total to

the startling number of 200. In the last volume of the St. Bartholo-
1mew'0's Zlosjital Reports, it seems that forty-four amputations were per-
formed there in the previous year, reckoning only those of the limbs,
welhich is whloat we suppose to be intended here. If this is about the
uslual average number of amputations in a metropolitan hospital of sixhun-
dredhbeds, it would ccrtainlybe desirable to have more definite information
as to the size, circumstances, etc., of an institution at Leipzig in which
fromn three to six times as many similar operations were performed. And
until we do receive more precise data, we may as well infer that the im-

provement in the results of amputations (allowing itto bereal)was aconse-

quence of a better proportion between the space allotted to patients and
the number of large wounds, or to any other hygienic improvement as

to the change in the material of which the walls were composed.
We merely instance this as an example of the vague kind of evidence

on which these general propositions in hospital construction are ordi-
narily supported. Otherwise, Dr. Day's suggestion is a reasonable one

-that wooden sheds may per se have some advantage over stone walls
in generating some substance analogous to turpentine, which may

purify the atmosphere. Whether that advantage is enough to balance
the disadvantages which must attend the treatment of disease in sheds,
which can be only imperfectly warmed and ventilated, we require much
more experience than has as yet been obtained before wve can even
guess. Writers on this subject are apt to speak of the treatment of

patients in sheds " exposed to all The winds of heaven" as if that were

really an advantage. The common sense of mankind is at one, how-
ever, with all medical experience in concluding that cold and c4aughts
are fruitful sources of mischief both in health and in sickness. If Dr.
Day be correct in saying that erysipelas is ever generated by washing
the floors of hospitals-which our London experience decidedly nega-
tives, il spite of the respectable authority which can be quoted for it-
we would say that erysipelas is generated much more commonly by ex-
posure to a cold blast of cast wind; and, even if peroxide of hydrogen
could be proved to have ever such active qualities in " destroying the
offensive products of decaying animal matters", -we must own to a
preference for the old-fashioned oxide-pure water-to wash them
away.

It is really impossible to form any opinion as to the relative good-
ness of various materials for hospital construction, till our reformers
will condescend to be a little more particular in comparing cases
whose circumstances are otherwise similar. We have seen no proof as
yet that permanent buildings do become unhealthy when the iwell-known
laws of hospital hygiene are observed. Brick or stone wards become,
as we know, unhealthy when overcrowded, dirty, ill-ventilated, etc.,
whether those wards be in country or town, isolated or in a large build-
ing; and so, w-e believe, would wooden wards. At the same time, Dr.
Day's paper is worthy of remembrance ; and wve hope to receive more
conclusive and more valuable facts bearing on the subject, on some
future occasion, from himself or some other observer.

A CONFERENCE will be held shortly by the Joint Committee on
State Medicine of the Social Science and British Medical Associations,
for the purpose of issuing a reply to the recent misstatements by Mr.
Stansfeld, as to the nature of the proposals made to him by the Joint
Committee in reference to the Sanitary Acts.

DR. BARNES has migrated from St. Thomas's Hospital to St. George's,
Dr. Clarke having resigned his post of Obstetric Physician and Lec-
turer on Midwifery at the latter institution. Dr. R. J. Lee remains as
Assistant Obstetric Physician. Dr. Gervis, wve presume, wiill be pro-
moted at St. Thomas's to the full appointment; and this will cause a
vacancy for an Assistant Obstetric Physician.

DR. MARY PUTNAM JACOnI3, says the Ae7wu Yorik fAfedical leoyd,
during the recent meeting of the New York Pathological Society, tem-
porarily occupied the chair during the presentation of a specimen by
the President. The same lady read a valuable paper recently on the
use of belladonna and nitrite of amyl in spasmodic dysmenorrhcea.
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DR. A. E. SANsoMr has been elected an Ihonorary Fellosv of the
Medical Society of the State of Ness York.

PRi-NC LEOPOi l).

W\E svoull say notlinig to add to the general anxiety sv-Ihich the coni(ci-
tion of Prinice Leopold miust necessar-ily create. HLemorrliagc after
typlhoid fever is als-ays one of the iwiost scriouIs complications. In

this case, the attaclk of fever sas slight ; but the peculiar liability of
the prinsce to sesere huniorrhage, fromwsvlich lie has always been a

sufferer, give a slpecial aspect of grasvity to his coniditioni. It is cesslen-
tially a case for vigilant medical attendanicc and iwost carefLil niursing;
and, as thesc ha-ve before lnow! sas-ed Prinice Leopold froiw urgent coni-

ditions of peril, so wN e may niosy hope that they swill triumplh o-er the
present clifficulties. Ile is in the lhand(ls of those ho hasecwatcisccl
Min froimi the cra(lle, aId wlho are arme(d by the slecial expcrience of
Isis conistitutioni, as cll as the iiost amiple commancl of professionial
resources.

''III ()d TIRE IK OF FE,VER A1 LEW\ES.
Wi,, arc glad to find that the severe outbreak of enteric fever in Leswes
is nosy practically at an end. The provision of a constant supply of
w-ater, instead of the existing intermittent service, resulted, as sve has e

before pointed out, in a rapid diminutioni in the number of freslh cascs;
anid notwitlhstanding the fact that there were many centres of infec-
tion in the tossn, the efforts of the autlhorities, especially in the matter
of disinfection, appear to have been eminently successful. The disease
having been evidenitly due to defects coinected w%ith the system of
water-closets, ss-e are not surprised to hear that an effort is about to be
made to induce the population to abandon this means of removal of
excreiwciit. A subcommittee of the Toss-n Commissioners has-e placed
themwsels-es in commuinication ssith Mould's Earth-Closet Company,
andcl it has bcen determinied that a certain nuimber of houses are, by

ss-ay of experiment, to be provided svith earth-closets, the 5-arious
arrangemenits to be under the supervision of the Compainy; the Com-
mittee itself, bosseser, undertaking to l)rovide the dry earth and to

remove the contenits of the closets. It is stated that the Comiipany base

offered the Coiwmiiiissioners the most liberal teriws, in order that the

systeni might be fuilly tested by the inhabitants of the tosn ; anid, as

the experiment is likely to be carried out under fasourable circum-
stances, it svill be initeresting to note its results, for hitherto sve have

had but little experience of the svorking of this system elsewhere than
in public institutions and in villages.

sITH CON r\GIOUS DISEASES ACTS.

WE publishliin anotlher column a furtlher seighty letter fiom Professor
Parkes, F.R. S., of Netlcy, proviing the beneficial action of the Con-

tagious Di cases Acts. Dr. Parkcs is knosn as one of the calmest
and most juildicial initellects in the profession, as ,sell as one of the

most able, kindly, and clear-sighted acld-isers whom any department

cani possess. No iwan is more thoroughly qualified to settle a question

of figures; nio swan can speak ss-ith such ss-eight on a question of me-

cdical hy-giene. Ilis testimiiony must go far to settle any controversy in

that territosy. It ssas on that grouncl that MIr. Stansfelcl and Dr.
Nevinis raisecd a contest: Assith the facts svhicli have nosw, in our columns,
been placed before theini, they can, ss-e iiwagine, hardly possess any

further doubts. Outside the question of medical hygiene wse do not

herc travel. Therc is one objection, however, not advcrted to by
our distiniguislhed correspoindent tlhat, doubtless, ssill be brought
up again to disparage the statistics of the Rloyal Engineers ; namely,
that the returns prove the amount of -enereal disablement to has-e
lessenied steadily, oni the whole, froim I860 to 1874; and that, as the

proportioln swas falling before the Acts -ere introduced, the diminution
can be fairly attributed to this natural decline, andc not to the effect of
the Acts. rhe an.ss-er to this objection, -svhich primcd fjicie appears

just, is this. If ciswinustion be due to causes not connected wvith the
Acts, these causes slsoulc operate at stationis wvheie the Acts are not in
force and amiong corps not subjected to their influence. But the me-

verse of this is the fact. Corps habitually quartered in London are as

severely disabled by veniereal discase ncw as tlicy wi-ere in the early
years of the armiiy statistical returns ; and districts where the Acts are lnot
yet in force mailntain a miean iatio of disease as high as ever. Accord-
ing to official returnis dmring the first three qjuarters of last ear, 1874,
the loot Guards stationed in, London, a streugtls of 3, 158 mileni, scent
453 cases of primary venereal sore to hos.pital, besi(les 456 cases of
(gonorrl(cea anid constitutionial syphilis. These make a total of gog
cases of veniereal disease from a mean strengtlh for the three quarters of
), I5S men, or 28 per cent. of the force, a loss probably equal to 35 per

cent. 1 (t;annum. Nor as the lpast year miusl w,orse than its prede-
cessors anid it is well wi-e should be assare that, w hile the Enlginicers
and otlher corps, wh-lio have hce Tood fortunie to pass their time chiefly
imi protccted districts, lhase been able to relduce tlcir venereal entities to
thlitecen or fouiteen per cenit. of their strenigtl, otur crack lbattalions of
Guards have, for the last fiftecen years, senit, anid conitinuie to send, tililty
to forty per celnt. of their strelngthl to hospital every year, bccause they
are chiefly quartered in the metropolis, whlIiclh is unl)rotected by the
Colntagious Diseases Acts.

DR. RUMSEY, F. R.S.
DR. RUs'iSEYs maniy friend(s, andcl indeed every mcembloer of the profes-
sion to wAhich he has rendered stuclh great services, and which he has so

highly adorned, wvill gr-ieve to learn that, after sufferinlg from severe

cerebral symptoms, he is nowv for some time incal)acitated from work
of any active professional kind. We fear that the great labour which
Dr. Rumsey has undergone for public objects has not served to

advalnce his private professional interests, which he has always sub-
ordinatecl to public ends.

IS 1OROUAY RELAXING ?
IN a popular address delivered at a local institution, tinder this title,
Dr. Radclyffe Hall says:

" For the pulmonary invalid, the question is not, Is a given climate
bracing or relaxing? but, Is it cold, variable, anid exciting, such as

favours the oncome of inflaimmation]? or, Is it soothing, mild, and anti-
inflammatory? Were I to characterise the climate of Torquay in a

phrase, I w-oulc say, if is soothinig anld safe : safe, because anti-inflam-
matory; anti-inlflammatory, because mild and soothing. How often
have I heard former visitors at Torquay say, 'Torquay is the best
place for anything of inflammation'; again, from another, 'I never felt
so strong anywhere as at Torquay'; againi, ' I never feel up to the mark
at Torquay; it is too relaxing for me'. Now, the last remark always
proceeds from one who lhas nio organic disease; the other two remarks,
usually from those wvho have. Its soothing qualities are due to its
mildness as to temperature; to its equability of temperatture between
night and clay; to the absence of the mairked coldness at sundow -n, so

coimmlon ii otther places; anid to the invisible moistture in the air. For

damp or visible moistui-e I have nothlinig goocl to say, except that a sea-

fog seldonm does harm. People often iniveigh againist moisture in the
air, as if an over-dry air were niot miiuclh more hulrtftul. Ask a New
Yorker in his polar winter wvind, the north-wvest-'the razor'sA-hich answers
to our east wind wi-hen otur polar curr-ent comes dowN-n to the earth-what
he would not give for a breatlh of the soft soutlh wind, wi-ith the balm of
sea-moisture laden! At Torquay, all the moi.sture in the air is sea-

moisture; for sve hav-e lno land-water, and our geology is limestone
cropping up to the surface, -hiich liaturally drains away rainlfall by the
hilly, cliffy character of the rocks. So long as this sea-moisture is in-
visible, it makes the air soft and respirable; anld it ilndicates a certain
amount of heat in the air, to enable it to render the contained
moisturc invisible. It diffuses a gcntle haze throujgh the air, which.
gives a Claude Loraine softniess of outline to the lanidscape, an(i acts in
keeping in the heat like a fine thin cloud, radiating clown againi the
heat which has been radiated up by the surface of the grounid. Every
one knows that a cloudy night is a wvairni one; a bright, clear, starlight
night, a cold one. By wvay of a personal illustration that seldom
occurs, some years ago I had occasion to go writhout delay to St.
Leonard's. It ws-as in the seconid week of February. A black quiet
east svind svas steadily on. I founid it colder in London than at Tor.
quay. I slept there, and next morning I founid myself at the large
hotel at St. Leonard's. I-ere the cold svas bitter, much iwiore trying
than in the Strand in London. I slept in London, and returned home
the third day, the weather having been unchanged all the time. Below

II5

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.734.114 on 23 January 1875. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/


THE 1JRITISNMEDICAL 7OURNAL. ryan. 23, 1875.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

B3ristol, the air- became less cold. W\ hen I got out at Torqua)', the
cold was so mu-ilchi less unbeamrable, that I took in long breaths, and
mientally exclaimicd, ' Why, this is breathing made easy !' Now, con-

sider what case of breathiiig imiiplies to a pulimioniary invalid. It implies,
in a woird, that hiis longs ate dloirng well.

There is onic sobject, niot strictl) pertinenit to the matter in hand,
oin wlhichi I w ish to make a rcmarlk, because it is not commonly known,
and it ought to e both klnown and appreciated; and that is, that Tor-
quay is peeoliarly1lesirable as a residlence for those wilho are prone to
suffer fromii (lisiases of the ki(dineys, and from gout anid goutishness-
disease w^hich ai-e becominig not less rife in the lan( ; niot so much be-
cause the towin-water is sery soft and puire, beinag merely rain-water fil-
tered throtugh -ranite from the disintegr-ated felspar of wbhicl it may

derive 10ossibly sonisc inappreciable alkalinity, as becatise of the climate
actinig beneficially nit thle skin aiid on the mtucots miemnbraie."

(_AItR AstINs t I ilE DARWELN LOCAL , 1.(0ARi).

AN itiluir) inito thle alleged neglect of the Darwnen Local Board it saiii-
tarv nisatters has coiiieiincc(l. The Coliimissioners appoilited to in-es-
tigate the cases are Coloisel Cox and M,r. Basil Cane. The iiquir)y,
vhich affected the general sanitary arrangements of the borough, has
been adjotirise( till AMonday.

VoT i'stG AT LEPsctM.
Tii} Clharity Voting, efornsi ssociation, of 30, Charisg Cross, S.W.,

have issuccl a s-e-y saluiable further series of correspondeeice relating to
the molostrotis abuse of charity implied its the " voting system" at

charities. Onie letter is fronm tlse mother of a candidate for the M\e-
dical Beisevolenit College at Epsons, svho writes:

Imost gladly Sigin the ciseloseCd, liaviisg lad exlperienice its getting
my little boy into the iTMedical College at Epsom; anld had it not been
for the goodisess of Dr. joinsoii of Soutli Eaton Place, I could never

have succee(led, thotglsh I spent more that sixty pounds in the can-
vass, aisd am still paying it off to friends slvho lent me the moiney."

POLLUTION OF RIVERS.

SEVERAL Members of Parliamssent, representing Yorkshire constitueiscies,
andl others, svaited oni the Home Secretary anid the President of the
Local Government Board, on Saturday, to poiist out the evils arisilng
frons the pollutiois of rivers in the manufacturing districts, alid to turge

the Go-ernsment to brinig in a Bill on the subject. The right hon.
gentlemeis expres-sed tlseir satisfaction at the feeling of tlle millowiners
in the matter, aisd a5ssuredl the deputation that the Goverisment are

sensible of the impslsortance of the questioni.

PUBILIC hJEALT'H EXAtMINATIONS.

Atr thce mieting of Consvocation of the University of Londois oln 'Tltiesday,
a motion by Sir Williamn Jenner wras brought forward :-" That, in the
opinioni of Coissvocation, it is desirable that a special exaamination be
instituted its this university in the subjects whlliclh relate to public
health." Sir Williatsm, beiDg its attenclance on Prince Leopold, was

tinable personially to sttpport the motion, wlhich svas, however, moved
by Dr. F. T. BIonsd, seconded by Dr. Buchanani, and agreed to
without a division. 1)r. Storrar, the chairman, said the senate w-ould
tweet to coimsi(ler a-report oni the qucstion, ansd, s-ithottt attemptiisg to
forecast their decisioni, he nliglht intinmate his owisi opinions that very

shortly the object aimed at its tlse resolhitiots ssotuld be carried ottt.
AMessrs. A. P. Heilsman and G. Serrell twosed the follosving resolution
" That, in the opiiniois of Convocation, it is desirable that Nvomen

should be pertssittedl to take degrees in Arts in this University." Mr.

Iletssman rernarlsed tlsat Coissvocation, in May last, passed, by a large
majority, a resoltition its favour of admittilng w^omeis to all the degrees
of the Uniscrsity ; but the Senate had since resolvetd, that, " wltile de-
sirous of extendiisg the scope of the educational advantage nowNr afforded
by the Unsiv ersity to svomnen, tlsey did not feel jtmstified in applying for
a itew chlatter for that purpose". " A great part of the educatiots of
the couintry wvas its the lhancds of soissen ; vhy should they not, tlsere-

fore, be perissitte(d to take rlegrees, if capable of passing thse necessary

examinations? They would then at once take a proper position, and
meet with the substantial -eward which, by their labours, tlsey had pro-

perly gained." Eventually, however, the proposition was withdrawn,
as it was urged by several speakers, notably by Mir. Osler, who had
had charge of the motion in the Senate, that Convocation would be
compromisinig itself if nowr it sent up to the Senate a weaker resolution
thaii it had passed in. May last. Suclh a course would weaken the
hanids of those who had gone to the Senate with a (lecided policy in.
fas our of granting all the degrees to women.

DR. LO'MtARI)'S TIERA10-ELiECTIRIC APPARATUS.
W41E publish in ainother colummn a descriptioni of an in4trument destinecd,
we believe, to add much to the resources of the physician. Dr. Bastian,
F. R.S., writes to us concerniigit:-The instrument is very easy to
work wvith after about an hour's practice, and it yields the most accu-
rate anid reliable results in less thani a minutite. Owing to the careful
levelling which is necessary, and to the extreme senlsitiveness of the
app)aratus, there is some trouble inxvolved in taking it from patienit to
patielnt in. the w ardls of a hospital. But, as a rule, it is only occasion-
ally that the instrumiient would require to be used; and then no more
time would be needed to bring it into play than is necessary for the
proper adjustment of a sphygmograplh. In the consulting-room, it
may be used witlh the greatest ease, since, where it is allowed to stand
oni a particular table, the galvanometer may be levelled once for all,
and the conducting wires and thermo-piles may remain attached to the
rheostat. The apparatus, thus ready for use, may be protected from
dust and injury by a bell-jar. I have already found it of much use in
testing the relative temperature of paralysed limbs, and it is likely to
prove very useful in railway cases. I have recommende(i the makers
of the instrument to supply with the apparatus a scale by which the de-
grees of centigrade may be at once translated by medical men into the
more familiar Fahrenheit notation. I have also had the lamp and
stand cut away from the board, and a proportionately smaller box
made for the instrument, with the view of still further increasing its
portability. The lamp and stand are, in fact, intended for use in phys-
iological much more frequently than in strictly medical investigations
so that, as they would be only rarely used by medical men, they may
be more conveniently packed into a small separate box. The maker
would, I think, do well to supply certain instruments without these
accessories, which are not intended for ordinary clinical work. The
cost as well as the size of the instrument may thtus be lowered. It is
an ilnstrument of precision of great value, from whose use w%ve shall, after
a time, doubtless derive knowledge of much practical importance, and
by wvhich we may, in addition, hope to widen the boundaries of scien-
tific medicine.

LIVERPOOL ROYAL INFIRMIARY.
AT the annual meeting of the governors an-d subscribers of the Royal
Infirmary, on January I8th, Mr. J. G. Livingston moved a resolution
to the effect that no physician or surgeoi helretofore appointed or here-
after to be appointed to office in anly part of the institution, should be
r-e-eligible after completing the sixty-fifth year of his age, and also that
physicians and surgeons} should not be re-eligible after having held
their appointments for twenty-one years. This was seconded by Mr.
Guionl, and was met by an amendment moved by Mr. Gibbon, and
seconided by Mr. Rathbone, MI.P., altering the age to sixty instead of
sixty-five, as that wvas the average age of medical officers after twenty-
one years' service. The amendment wras carried by twenty-seven votes
to six.

I ilE SCARLET FEVEREPI DtEMIIC.
At .a recent meeting of the 'Metropolitan, Asylums Board, Mr. Bai-
ringer presented the report of the Homerton Asylums, stating that,
during the last three weeks, 53 cases had been admitted into the
general fever side, I I-had died there, and 8o had been discharged re-
covered, leaving 177 under treatment, beinig a diminution of 38 as
compared with the niumber in the hospital at the date of the last report.
The Committee had also the gratification of reporting that the scarlet
fever epidemic, wvhich had existed during the last five months, had con-
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siderablyabated during the last three weeks; for only 26 patients suf-
fering from this disease had been admitted into the general fever hos-
pital, ant none had been taken into the side hitherto reserved for those
cases, aid from which 48 had been discharged recovered since the last
report, laving 45 still under treatment there. Having regard to these
circumsances, the Committee considered that they might safely direct
that th wards of the latter hospital should be closed as they become
empty and the services of the temporary staff dispensed with. When
the hopital was empty, the Committee recommended that steps should
be talen to disinfect it, so that it Might revert to its original use (that
of a mall-pox hospital), or be ready to meet any emergency which
migh arise. The highest number of patients in the asylum from any
one listrict came from Holborn; the lowest from Hampstead, two.
The report was unanimously adopted, amid general congratulations
that the disease had thus much abated.

THE PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
Os Tuesday evening the Society met in Berners Street, at the altered
hour of half-past eight o'clock. There was a very large muster of the
Fellows. The new president, Mr. George D. Pollock, occupied the
c6air, supported by the new secretaries, Dr. Green and Mr. Wagstaffe.
In taking his seat, the president thanked the Society for the honour
cone to him in electing him to follows Sir W. Jenner. It was an
ionour he thoroughly appreciated, as the Pathological Society was one

of the most honourable in this or in any other country. Twenty-five
years ago he had filled the office of honorary secretary to the Society,
and since then it had increased much in numbers. Such, indeed, had
been the increase in numbers, that he ventured to suggest that the term
of office of president should no longer extend over two years. At first
this plan was desirable enough, but now he thought that annual election
was preferable, as the Society numbered many men who would worth-
ily fill the office; but who, under the present arrangements, could
never attain to the office till long past their prime. He brought the
matter forward on the earliest opportunity, in order that it might be
considered ere the next election.

COMPULSORY VACCINATION IN JERSEY.
THE Jersey States met last week, for the first time this session, and at
once took into consideration the desirability of adopting stringent mea-
sures for grappling with the prevailing small-pox epidemic. Four
years ago, when the subject of compulsory vaccination was before the
States, it met with a strong opposition, and, after a protracted debate,
the Bill was thrown out. Now, many, if not all the most ardent op-
ponents, in the face of the present danger, agree as to the necessity for
legislative action being taken. Mr. Deputy Le Cronier introduced a
Bill on the subject similar to the English Compulsory Vaccination
Act, and it was ordered to be laid on the table and discussed at the
sitting on Wednesday, the usual delay being dispensed with in view of
the urgency of the case. The Sanitary Regulations Act was brought
up for renewal, it having been passed for three years only, and being
on the point of lapsing. The House agreed to treat it d'ursence, and
several important alterations were made in it to make it directly appli-
cable to the existing state of the public health.

SMALL-POX AND MEASLES.
THE Pall 017il/ Gazette has a caustic comment on an unfortunate inci-
dent at King's Norton. At the meeting of the King's Norton Board
of Guardians on Wednesday, attention was called to the case of a man
named Cox, who was admitted into the Small-pox Infirmary by order
of the relieving officer. Cox, it appears, was a " servant man", living
at King's Heath; being very ill, he was visited by the relieving officer,
who thought he " had every appearance of a person suffering from the
small-pox". A surgeon also, who was called in to see him, pronounced
him to be suffering from this disease, and hewas accordingly carried off to
the infirmary in the small-pox van. When he arrived at that institution,
it was discovered that a slight error had been made. Cox was not suffer-
ing from small-pox, but was only afflicted with measles; he was

therefore discharged, and having been in the ward some time, no doubt
acted as an admirable channel for spreading contagion throughout the
neighbourhood. As one of the guardians truly remarked, " it was a
very serious matter"; and what makes it more serious is a fact stated
by the master of theworkhouse, that this was the third case of the kind
which had occurred. Medical science, it is to be hoped, is yet in its
infancy if it cannot distinguish between small-pox and measles.

THE LATE DR. LAVAL.
THIE death of Dr. Laval, who fell a victim to his zeal in visiting the
plague-stricken districts of Tripoli in June last, is announced, in ear-
nest and well-merited terms, in the Moniteur de l'Arzme, by the French
minister of war, in the following order of the day.

" Dr. Laval, surgeon-major of hospitals of the division of Constantina,
happened to be in the region of Tripoli on leave of absence, when he
learned that a severe disease was raging in Merdj, about twenty hours
from Bengazi. Without hesitation, he betook himself to that place,
and in several cases ascertained the disease to be plague. The only
European and the only physician among a terror-stricken population,
Dr. Laval lavished his skilful attentions on the diseased with a zeal and
devotion beyond praise; at the same time prescribing for the sick, and
superintending all the measures which might in any way arrest the
progress of the epidemic and circumscribe it within its foci. These
measures contributed largely to preserve the neighbouring population
from contagion. Unhappily, being himself seized after fifteen days of
incessant work, he succumbed to the scourge, affording even in his last
moments an example of the highest fortitude and self-denial. The
Vice-President of the Council, Minister of War, points out to the
army the noble conduct of this army surgeon, as a worthy continuation
of the traditions of devotion which have brought to so high a pitch the
true glory of the army medical staff."

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.
THE following memorial has been in course of signature during the
past two or three weeks. It has already been signed by upwards of
one hundred and sixty medical practitioners in Liverpool. Additional
names are still being added from day to day. The signatures include,
with few exceptions, those of the leading physicians and surgeons of
the town, the medical officers of the Royal Infirmary, the Northern
and Southern Hospitals, the dispensaries and other medical charities,
and nearly the entire staff of the Medical School.
"To the Rtgzit Zionourable R. A. Cross, Her- Malesty's Secrletary of

Statefor the Homte Dejatlment.
"It having been publicly stated that, of the medical practitioners in

Liverpool, not more than twenty-six could be induced to sign a memo-
rial in favour of the Contagious Diseases Acts, and that at the present
time it would be impossible to find twelve medical men in Liverpool
who are favourable to the said Acts, we, the undersigned medical prac-
titioners of Liverpool, beg to express our approval of the Acts as at
present in operation in seventeen garrison towns and ports in the
United Kingdom, and to state that we are not in favour of a repeal of
those Acts."

ACTION FOR LIBEL.
IN the Queen's Bench, on Thursday, January i4th, an action for libel
was tried before Mr. Justice Quain, sitting in the Bail Court, and a

common jury. The plaintiff was Mr. P. J. Lavin, a medical practi-
tioner at Cranbrook, and the defendant Dr. Joyce of the same place.
The defendant pleaded not guilty, and that the alleged libel was true
in substance and fact. Mr. Francis appeared for the plaintiff; Mr.
Sergeant Parry was counsel for the defendant. Before the case was
gone into, Mr. Justice Quain strongly recommended, but without suc-

cess, a settlement out of court. Mr. Francis said that his client was a

young surgeon, and now assistant to Dr. Wood of Cranbrook. Plaintiff
and defendant were members of the Order of Foresters, and, in July
last were invited by the secretary of their lodge to a supper. In reply
to the invitation, the defendant, in a letter to the secretary, dated
July 31st, i874, stated that he would have much pleasure in meeting
his brother Foresters at the supperwith one exception, viz., Mr. Lavin,
who, he said-if the facts that had come to his knowledge were true-
had acted in a most unprofessional manner by making use of informa-
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tion he had derived in his professional capacity, to the great detriment of
a respectable family, aftd grave discredit of a gentleman who had
resided four years in the parish. He requested the secretary to read
the letter to the Court of Foresters, but reminded him that whatever
occurred in lodge was under a rule of the society to be regarded as
secret. He (M\r. Francis) admitted, that if a medical man acted as the
defendant charged the plaintiff with acting, he would be unfit for the
honourable profession to which he belonged, and would be guilty of a

flagrant offence. Of that offence, however, the plaintiff was not guilty,
or of anything approaching to it. He (Mr. Francis) had made an
offer that if the defendant withdrew the unfounded imputation he had
made, and apologised for having made it, the action would be allowed
to drop, and he would not be even asked to pay the costs. That offer
had not been accepted.-Mr. Coakley deposed that he was secretary to
the Cranbrook Lodge of Foresters, of which plaintiff and defendant
were members. In July last, in reply to an invitation to a lodge sup-
per, he received from the defendant the letter in question. The supper
was held on August 6th, and was attended by between thirty and forty
members. He read the letter at the Court meeting as requested by the
defendant. It was attended by seven or eight members. In cross-

examination by Mr. Sergeant Parry, he said that the society had a rule to
keep secret the business of the lodges. The letter of the defendant did
not come within that rule. He had not up to that time heard anything
of the subject matter of the letter.-Re-examined by Mr. Francis, he
said that Dr. Joyce had been surgeon to the lodge for six months.
Dr. Wood was his predecessor, and now his successor.-The plaintiff
was about to be examined, when Mr. Sergeant Parry expressed a wish
to consult his client. After a consultation with the defendant, Mr.
Sergeant Parry announced that his client regretted having written the
letter, and that he was misled by the rumours which reached him, and
which, at the time, he thought were traceable to plaintiff.-MIr. Francis
said that, all imputation on the plaintiff being withdrawn, he (the
plaintiff) would not ask a brother professional to pay costs.-A juror
was then withdrawn.

IIARVEIAN SOCIETY OF LONDON.
THE annual meeting of this Society was held on Thursday, the 7th
instant, when the Council's report gave a good account of the Society's
work and prospects. The Treasurer had nearly Cioo in hand, and
there was a sum of £300 invested in consols belonging to the Society.
The report dwelt at length upon the disturbed condition of the Society
in the early part of last year, when a matter connected with medical
advertising in the daily journals was under consideration, as was

reported at the time in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. The Pre-
sident's address was listened to with marked interest, and we were
pleased to be able to give an abstract of its contents last week. The
gentlemen nominated by the Council as officers for the year 1875 were

unanimously elected. After the address of the President, a conver-sazione
was held, to which microscopes and microscopic objects were contri-
buted by Dr. Cheadle, Dr. Shepherd, Dr. Carter of Leamington, and
Mr. H. Power; surgical instruments by different west-end makers;
china by Messrs. Phillips, and various objects of interest by the terra-
cotta company. A novel feature of the conversazione was an exhibition
of pictures, drawings, and etchings executed by members of the me-
dical profession; and, although two or three of our most distinguished
doctor-artists were not represented, upwards of sixty works of art were
shown on the walls, and several portfolios of drawings were also sent
for inspection. Sir Henry Thompson contributed several of his pic-
tures of still life, which have been from time to time seen at the Royal
Academy, and one which had the honour of a good place in the Paris
Salon of i874; he also sent some powerful landscapes-one, especially
beautiful, of a lock on the Thames by moonlight, and a portfolio of
vigorous water-colour sketches. Mr. Pilleau, Deputy Inspector-Ge-
neral of Hospitals, lent a very fine oil picture of Venice, several water-
colours, and two portfolios of lovely sketches from Venice and Egypt.
Dr. Evershed showed some fine cabinet oil works, chiefly of Sussex

interiors, with well-drawn and solidly painted figures; and healso lent
three folios, one containing a complete set of his dry pointetchings,
another of etchings in the first state, and a third of sepia sketches for
etchings. Our profession is singularly rich in etchers, and wason this
occasion, further represented by Mr. Seymour Haden, Mr. Propert,
and Dr. Buzzard. The latter gentleman, also, contributed some very
tenderly felt water-colour drawings. Mr. Lennox Browne, to whom
the credit of suggesting the exhibition and its success is largely due,
showed several water-colours. The most interesting to medicalprac-
titioners were those recently executed at Aix-les-Bains, which gave a
good notion of the beautiful scenery and cloudless sky of this favoured
inland watering-place. He also sent some views from the sumnit of
Semnos-a verdure covered mountain of an altitude of nearly6ooo
feet, which the physicians of Savoie are endeavouring to make the
Nzcach-kur of Aix. From the hotel, which is already built, one has a
view of the whole Mont-Blanc range of Alps, and of the lakes of
Geneva, Annecy, and Bourget (Aix). The views shown were taken at
dawn and sunrise, and were certainly calculated to give a favourable
impression of the " Righi" of Savoie. Other drawings were lent by
Mr. Walter Leaf. A valuable appendix to this art exposition was

made in the shape of some excellent pathological drawings from the
collections of Drs. Westmacott, Burdon Sanderson, and Hughlings-
Jackson; and Messrs. Jonathan Hutchinson and Fairlie Clarke. Messrs.
Moira and Haigh exhibited some good photographs, and Messrs. Fra-
delle and Marshall showed a goodly quantity of their medical series of
photo-mezzotints. Looking at the expressive portraits of Dr. Fuller,
Dr. Anstie, Dr. Murray, and others recently passed away from us, one
could not help regretting that comparatively so few members of our pro-
fession are to be found in Mr. Fradelle's gallery. Dr. Braxton Hicks
most kindly lent his unsurpassed collection of Wedgwood, cut steel
jewellery, etc.

THE UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN.
ACCORDING to the recently issued official return, there were I,609
matriculated students in the summer session of 1874, which number has
become increased in the winter session 1874-75 to 1,824; viz., 134
students of Theology, 624 of Jurisprudence, 276 of Medicine, and 790 of
Philosophy and Natural Science. Of the i,824 students, 1,457 are

Prussians, of whom 182 are medical students; 367 are non-Prussians,
of whom 94 are medical. The remaining states of the German empire
contribute I42, of whom 20 are medical students. German Austria
sends 8, none being medical; the remainder of Austro-Hungary 24, two
being medical. France furnishes one student of Theology and one of
Philosophy. Russia sends 62 students, of whom 42 are medical; Rou-
mania and Switzerland each 14 (3 medical). Great Britain and Greece
each sends 8, the latter alone furnishing 2 medical students. America
sends 58 students (9 medical), Asia 9 (4 medical), Africa 2 (both
medical). The total number of students in the University shows a

steady increase. In the summer of 1873, it was 1,590; in the winter
I873-74, 1,757; in the summer of 1874, 1,609; in the winter I874-75,
1,824. The number in the Faculty of Medicine, however, has steadily
diminished; the figures for the four periods above-mentioned being
respectively 340, 333, 299, and 276. There are 48 students of Phar-
macy and Dental Surgery; last winter, the number was 37, and in the
summer only 36. It is rather curious that these subjects are taught in
the Faculty of Philosophy and Natural Science, not in that of Medicine.

IRELAND.
THE Council of the Royal College of Surgeons, at a meeting held

on the I4th instant, appointed Dr. John Cronyn to the professorship of
midwifery, vacant by the resignation of Dr. Sawyer.
THE deaths registered in Dublin, for the last quarter of the past year,

amounted to 2,138, or in the proportion of twenty-seven to every I,oo
of the population; and, of these, scarlet fever caused 238, or one in
every nine of the registered deaths.
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REPRESENTATION OF DUBLIN UNIVERSITY.
THE nomnation of Mr. Miller, Mr. Gibson, and Dr. Traill, as candi-
dates, took place last Saturday, when confusion and uproar were in
the ascendant. The voting commenced on Monday last, and will
terminate this week.

PRESENTATION.
AN address and handsome timepiece, with a purse of sovereigns, has
been presented to Dr. Stopford WV. Halpin, dispensary medical officer,
and physician to the Fever Hospital, Arklow, by a large number of
the residents of that locality, " in testimony of his unwearied zeal
during the cholera of i866, and in recognition of his long and successful
services, and as an expression of our sense at his rare talents as a pains-
taking successful physician".

SANITARY -MATTERS IN IRELAND.
THE Local Government Board and the local authorities are at war
about sanitary administration. The Cork corporation are especially
indignant wvith the Board, w hich has ordered that body to pay their
medical officers better. We are afraid the Local Government Commis-
sion are partly responsible for the difficulties with which they of the
Board now find themselves surrounded. Their weakness at the outset
has given confidence to the local authorities. We are afraid that Sir
Michael Hicks Beach has found himself in a similar position to that
occupied by a predecessor in office, in Punch's famous cartoon of
" Lord Morpeth throwing pearls before-aldermen". History repeats
itself; and, if Lord Morpeth were transformed into Sir M. Beach,
I874 substituted for i848, and the scene removed from England to
Ireland, our contemporary's cartoon of " Sanitary measures" would
exactly suit the present day.

THE REGIUS PROFESSORSJIIP OF SURGERY IN THiE UNIVERSITY OF
DUBLI N.

THE Regius Professorship of Surgery in the University of Dublin is
now vacant in consequence of the death of Dr. Adams. Many candi-
dates are spoken of, but we believe the contest will not extend beyond
the following four-Mr. William Colles, Surgeon to Doctor Steevens'
Hospital; Mr. Porter of the Meath Hospital, Surgeon in Ordinary to
the Queen; Mr. Wharton of the Meath Hospital; and Mr. Butcher of
Sir Patrick Dun's Hospital. 'We need scarcely say that all are well
qualified for the office, and the new governing body of Dublin Uni-
versity will have a difficult duty in making a selection.

THE SANITARY CONFERENCE AT BIRMINGHAM.

THE conference which was held at Birmingham on the 14th may be
regarded as satisfactory in its results. A large attendance of sanitarians
and representative men from all parts of the kingdom were assembled.
We cannot say that any very novel solutions of the crying sanitary
evils of the day were propounded. In all essential respects, the meet-
ing resembled the gathering of the Health Section of the Social Science
Congress. Although nothing very new or striking was brought forward,
either in the way of facts or of arguments, the objects which the mayor
had in view when he convened the gathering seem to have been mate-
rially forwarded. These objects were to arouse the country generally
to a sense of the crying evils which exist in all parts of the kingdom, and,
by opening up the questions fully, to lead the way to further and more im-
portant gatherings. Such meetings might do something to settle the dis-
puted points of sanitaryscience byconsolidating, organising, and directing
public opinion, secure co-operation of the people, and form a firm founda-
tion, whichwould serve as thebasis of their future action. The mayor pro-
poses to establish a National SanitaryAssociationfor this purpose, which,
by annual meetings and conferences, would no doubt effect great benefit
by collecting and disseminating the knowledge of the most advanced
scientific and practical men, and by securing the united action of all
classes of the community in remedying the great evils which exist.
The movement is well timed. The session of promised Sanitary Re-
form is fast approaching, and the Government need a strong reminder i
that the Premier's motto of Sanitas s-anitatun must be strictly adhered t

to, if the Augean evils which now exist are to be remedied. Should the
Government fail in their pledges on this point, the motto will have to
be changed to the more familiar one of Vanitas vanitatum.
The proceedings on Thursday week were divided into two sections, the

first part relating to the sanitary condition of large towns, and the
second to the dwellings of the working classes.
The MAYOR, in opening the conference, said: When he first con.

ceived the idea of summoning such a meeting, he limited his expecta-
tions to the hope of gathering together some hundred or so of practical
sanitarians, who might be willing to confer with their fellow-workers in
Birmingham as to their difficulties, and the means taken to overcome
them. Now that between Soo and 9oo had accepted the invitation to
be present, and at least one hundred corporations and local boards were
represented, the whole subject had engaged the attention of the press
of the country. The time allotted was too short for the business to be
gone through. At the same time, he hoped the result would be, that
this meeting would be considered as preliminary and introductory; that
it would open the question fully, and lead the way to further and still more
important gatherings. There seemed to be a want of the propersense of
the importance of this question in the public mind. We are all, he said,
startled by any exceptional calamity; but the evils we have to speak of
carry off prematurely not units or tens, or hundreds of individuals, but
tens and hundreds of thousands, and the negligence which people prac-
tise,because they are perpetually present,become commonplace, and are
regarded in a fatalistic manner. It is true, when some exceptional pesti-
lence occurs, like that of Over Darwen, attention is directed to the
matter ; but, as soon as the cause is removed, we fall back to our
original apathy, and, excepting in the special district, nothing is done
to prevent the recurrence of similar desolators. And yet, when they
recall it in Over Darwen, the occurrence is alluded to as a mere acci.
dent. There are hundreds of districts in this country in which the
same results may arise at any moment. The usual course in these cases
is to throw blame upon local authorities; to say it is owing to their stu.
pidity, or apathy, or selfishness, or indifference, that these results
obtain. No argument can be more unfair or more foolish, because, if
we are to do anything radical in the way of sanitary reform, it must be
by means of those bodies; only through them we can act upon the
population. It seems suicidal to bring into contempt and to depreciate
the only machinery which can efficiently secure our needs ; unfair, be-
cause local bodies cannot be much wiser than the constituencies which
elect them; and we know that all legislation which is in
advance of the sentiments of the people is nearly always a failure.
It is fair to say that it is only recently that the legislature has vested
anything like sufficient powers, and only very recently there has been
anything like a concurrence of opinion and unanimity amongst scientific
authorities upon the questions with which we have to deal in reference
even to the alphabet of the science ; and even now there is consider-
able divergence of opinion. In Birmingham, for instance, urged by
the prevalence of an epidemic of small-pox, we endeavoured to make
provision for the isolation of patients in a hospital of our own, but,
when we came to select a site, go where we would, we found the most
strenuous opposition. We were met by clamour of all kinds from
property owners and from the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who
said we were unjustifiably bringing a pestilence into their midst. This
opposition did not proceed merely from persons interested pecuniarily
in the matter. A memorial was presented, signed by one-half of the
medical staff of the town, protesting against the undertaking as being
fraught with serious danger to the neighbouring population. Again,
the Council had drawn up a series of by-laws for sanitary purposes in
connection with the building of dwellings. One of these by-laws pro-
vided that houses should no longer be built in this town without thorough
ventilation; and in Birmingham, which claims to be at least in the
van of all reforms and improvements, there hasbeen the utmost opposition
to this particular by-law. He mentioned this to show the nature of the
difficulties which local governingbodies have sometimes to undergo before
they can successfully carry out schemes of reform. He did not believe
that the ordinary public is at all aware of the enormous cost of life
which is always going on, or of the frightful consequences sanitary,
moral, pecuniary, and otherwise which result from it. It is difficult
precisely to formulate this waste. The only bases are the statistics of
mortality in large towns. He was well aware that these rates have to
be considered with the several conditions of each particular city or
place. At the same time, when these rates vary from sixteen per
thousand to thirty-eight or forty per thousand, he could not, for a
moment, believe that these enormous divergences arise from unpre-
ventable causes. The higher rates must be abnormal, and might be
considerably reduced by proper sanitary precautions. The same dif-
ference exists not merely in districts but in various parts of the same
town. Differences in the death-rate exist in a more marked degree
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between different classes of the community. For instance, in the city wealth and luxury of a few individuals and the deepening soualor and
of Manchester, the average age at death of the upper and middle classes the wretched misery of a large class of the population. Something
is 38, the average age of the deaths of the working classes is 17. The *must be done, and that quickly, to make life brighter and a little easier
proportion in Liverpool is as 35 years to 15 years. That is, the well- for those who now groan under its burden, and for our boasted pros-
to-do classes have a lease of life more than double the value of that perity to rest upon its only sure foundation- the happiness, the welfare,
which falls to the lot of their less favoured fellow-citizens. When we and the contentment of the whole community.
come to consider the infant mortality, the variations are still more Dr. HILL, the Medical Officer of Health for Birmingham, read a
striking. In the case of infants under five years of age, of every paper on the Sanitary Condition of the Town, from which it appeared
xoo,ooo in favourable districts, -2,400 die; in Birmingham, the num- that, from having been regarded as the most healthy of the large manu-
ber is 9,500 ; in Manchester, 11I,800o; and in Liverpool, 13,300 ; that facturing towns, its total mortality has not only become higher, butit has
is, in great towns these infants prematurely die in proportion of five to experienced an extraordinary development of zymotic diseases. From
one of the death-rate in exceptionally favoured districts. He could not these causes the mortality is greater in proportion to other large towns,
believe that these discrepancies are a necessary consequence of the which have a higher death-rate. The deaths from zymotic causes last
natural condition of their lives. The late coroner for Middlesex, year amounted to nearly 24 per cent. of the total deaths. These grave
Dr. Lankester, estimated that every year there perished from pre- facts have stirred up the sanitary authority into laudable activity, from
ventable diseases, in England and Wales alone, i00,000 persons, and which good results were hoped, especially as the chief sickness is caused
that estimate was confirmed by others. If you put together all by the unsanitary condition of the town, and hence by preventable causes
the exceptional calamities which from time to time stir and excite the Excluding zymotic diseases, the death-rate is only a fraction higher
public mind, by railway accidents, fires and explosions, and all deaths that that of London, and less than several of the large towns. It be-
from shipwrecks along our coasts, you will not reach one tenth of this comes, therefore, a matter of practical interest to inquire into the causes
ghastly total of 100,000 persons annually done to death by stupidity and of this sanitary decline, and take steps to arrest it. The town enjoys
negligence ; annually murdered by the neglect of proper sanitary regu- great natural advantages, and might have been expected to be distin-
lations ; annually driven out of existence by the ignorance and apathy guished by pre-eminent healthiness. Yet ignorance, indifference, im.
of the people. These figures are not all. It has heen calculated that patience of increased taxation, and false economy, have brought ahout a
for every person who dies, six persons might be assumed to suffer from state of things which cannot fail to render it filthy, sodden, and un-
illness, and that the loss to the country is not less than ten shillings healthy; in addition it has suffered from peculiar difficulties. Large
per week for each of these sick persons ; therefore the pecuniary loss to numbers of houses have windows which do not open at all, and very
the country from this cause exceeds. /2,ooo,ooo sterling a year. The many houses are of the back-to-back class, which render a thorough
preventable deaths in Birmingham are something like 3,000 a year- draught impossible; and the want of proper sewer-ventilation is greatly
that represents the difference between the actual death-rate- and the felt, and the sewers themselves are far from being complete, owing to a
healthy and normal condition. On the same system of calculation, Chancery injunction; whilst the old-fashioned and abominable middens
the annual loss by Birmingham from this cause is £54,ooo per annum. system, which largely prevails, allows frequently the percolation of
If we could only induce our population to make these calculations for the filthy liquid through the walls into the cellars, and frequently
themselves, we should have little to complain of as to ill-judged par- into the living-rooms of the adjoining houses. The town-wells,
simony, which saves hundreds of pounds in sanitary precautions in which Supply 28 per cent. of the houses, are nearly all polluted
order to lose tens of thousands in the death and ill health of our popu- by excremental and animal impurities. Finally, there is the want
lation. We have to consider also their happiness and their morality, of special hospital accommodation, and the streets were badly kept.
and the circumstances alluded to are fruitful occasions of misery, Dr. Hill discussed seriatim the respective remedies of each of the
pauperism, intemperance, and crime. All this disease and death various evils from which the town suffers.
are produced by filthy, ill-ventilated, uncomfortable homes, which, in Mr. D. DAVIES, the Medical Officer of Health for the city of Bristol,
their turn, drive people to the publichouses and worse places. This is read an elaborate paper on the Measures Necessary for the Preserva-
the result of the conditions amid which the people live. What folly it tion of IHealth, in which he dealt with the necessity for the removal of
is to talk about the moral and intellectual elevation of the masses, when sewage and excretions ; not that he considered human faeces and other
the conditions are such as render elevation impossible. What can the ejecta, when derived from a healthy person, to be in themselves dan-
schoolmaster or the minister of religion do, when the influences of home gerous or liable to become so, but because these are the chief repositoryundo all he does? We have bad air, polluted water, crowded and of the germs of several of the fatal zymotics, and too frequently, in the
filthy homes, and ill-ventilated courts everywhere, in the midst of our present condition of our towns, form a band of union between different
boasted wealth, luxury, and civilisation. Government provides for communities, by which diseases are interchanged. An ample supply of
criminals in gaol 1,000 cubic feet of air as a minimum, and requires good water should be derived from a distance, his own experience leadingschool-boards to provide their scholars 800 cubic feet of air. Those him to believe that all water derived from wells situated near to human
children and criminals, after their confinement or their schooling, go dwellings, would become contaminated with human sewage, and become
back to their homes in which 300, 200, or i00 cubic feet of air are the the most constant means of diffusing the seeds of typhoid. There
maxima. Even the air they have is contaminated by unmentionable should be thorough isolation in hospital accommodation for infectious
impurities and filth, in the dark and dreary courts which exist in all large diseases, as only by the suppression and extinction of these can ve pro-cities. The dead and living lie together in the same rooms for days ; duce the greatest effect on the bills of mortality. When the variola
all reverence is blotted out from the minds of the people under such ovina and the r-inde;-pest threatened the cattle, many hypotheses were putconditions, and common decency is an empty name. Then, when forth regarding their origin and nature; but this being a matter which
these people whom we have suffered to grow up like beasts behave like affected the lower animals, and only indirectly the health of man, an
brutes, we rush to the Home Secretary, in a blind paroxysm of terror, enlightened legislation soon brushed away the hypothetic cobwebs.
and ask him to give us the humanising influence of " the lash", to The poleaxe, isolation, and disinfectants did the rest, and these plagues
repress the instincts which neglect and indifference had been allowed of sheep and cattle were stayed. One of the efficient factors in the
to develope. In the conference which he had convened, he hoped to arrest of these cattle-plagues-the poleaxe-is obviously inapplicable in
learn the views of those practical men who have devoted their lives to our case, but the principle then observed can be fully carried out with-
the subject, as to the best way of securing the eordial co-operation out it. It is humiliating to think that mankind, although waging warof the people in our efforts for their advancement and welfare. against these zymotic diseases for ages, have met with trifling success,He was astonished at the extent of the powers which are now placed in whilst they have discovered how to "stamp out"' analogous diseases
our hands ; it is not an extension of this power that is required, so when threatening the sources of their wealth. An ample supply of dis-much as the will to apply it, and the assurance of the support of the infectants, and proper house accommodation, were among Mr. Davies's
constituents. The work of sanitary reform is a slow process ; evils preservative measures. Ile was strongly opposed to the Scotch systemhave been accumulating during half a century of ignorance and neglect, of flats, with common stairs, as he generally found that, whenever aand it cannot be expected that we shall remove their results in a moment. case of small-pox occurred on the ground-floor of a house of thisWXe shall be fortunate if our exertions enable us to grapple with the description, it soon affected every family in the house. Glasgow stands
ever-increasing difficulties which are arising in our way ; but, as we pre-eminently forward as a warning to all advocates of the Scotchproceed, we may see our way more clearly, and may advance more system of houses without isolation. He considered that small-pox,rapidly. Of one thing he was certain, that we cannot afford any longer typhus, typhoid fever, and Asiatic cholera, were under the control of mea-
to sit still or stand with folded arms in the presence of so great an evil sures at the command of the sanitary authorities, and that an inquestand so disastrous a mischief. To do so would not only be a shameful under a medical coroner ought to be held over every death from these
dereliction of our duty, but a positive danger, to the state ; for there is diseases.
danger in the continuance of this ever-widening contrast between the [iTo be continued.
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THE PRESENT STATE OF THE ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE
AS X LIFE CAREER FOR THE SURGEON.

THE pamphht on this subject, recently published by Dr. Edward
Hamilton, Vice-President of the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland,
(to which ve have already briefly referred), is a sign of the times,
which, we think, it will be well that those in authority should learn
to read aright. For a considerable time past, the Army Medical Ser-
vice has been chiefly recruited from Ireland, and, some ten years ago,

it was a sudden influx from that country whiclh encouraged the War
Office to throw into the fire a proposed warrant, giviing such advan-
tages to medical officers as they can scarcely hope for even now. When,
therefore. we find an unmistakable expression of discontent coming from
that very country, it is a pretty sure sign that things are approaching
a condition that will soon be unendurable.
The author holds an eminent position in the sister capital, being

Vice-President of the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland, and Lec-
turer on Surgery at Steevens's Hospital; and he tells us, in his preface,
that he has undertaken his present task for the purpose of showing the
real condition of the Service, and of dissuading young men from enter-
ing it until material changes have been made. Should he succeed in
his purpose, the Secretary of State for War will have to deal with the
difficulty immediately; for, once the supply from Ireland is stopped,
the Army Medical Department will begin to perish from inanition. Dr.
Hamilton has evidently taken up the question with the ardour of an

enthusiast, and army surgeons owe him a debt of gratitude for the bold
and effective manner in which hc has stated their case. Not being
himself in the Service, and having to trust a good deal to information
supplied by others, it was not to be expected he should steer entirely
clear of errors, some of which we shall point out presently.
The chief points dealt wvith are: the disadvantages of the unification

system, the inadequacy of the pay, the slowness of promotion, the
smallness of the retiring allowances, the absence of special rewards and
lucrative posts, and the general sense of insecurity produced by the
way in which warrants have been tampered with and privileges with-
drawn. Such a list of grievances would be fatal to any system, if not
rapidly and effectually redressed.
We will consider each of them in order ; and first, the effects of the

unification system. Here we think that the author has been led away

by the advocates of the old regimental system, which, in its original
form, can never be recalled now; and his strictures upon the new

system savour more of the bitterness of regret than of anything like
real argument. The objects of the unification system were to unite, if
possible, the medical officers of the Service more as one body, so that
they might look upon the Medical Department as their real corps, and
thus increase their influence both for their own benefit and for the
good of the Service ; to make the system, in time of peace, assimilate
as nearly as possible to that which obtains in war ; to utilise more the
time of medical officers ; to equalise more fairly the chances of home
service; to give officers larger opportunities of seeing disease and
methods of treatment; and to provide for the hygiene and medical
attendance of the army as economically as could be done for the advan-
tage of the State. Unfortunately, the warrant of 1873 has secured
none of these objects, or has done so only in a very partial and ineffi-
cient manner, so that the existing system created by it bears but a

superficial resemblance to the real change contemplated by its pro-
moters. Every one expected that vested interests would be respected,
and that no man actually in a regiment would be removed from it, ex-
cept with his own consent. It was also hoped that, as it was obviously
the intention of Government to reduce the establishment, and to get
more work out of its officers, a higher rate of pay and allowances,
with some improvements in rank and prospects, would also be granted.
Instead of this, however, the only change was the withdrawal of the
rise in the surgeon's pay after fifteen years' service, and the practical
abolition of the forage allowance in future. The former was, after a

struggle, restored, but in the most ungracious manner, accompanied
with threats of reprisals instead of an apology for attempting to deprive
officers of their just rights. That much annoyance has been caused and
great injustice done, must be admitted ; but we cannot too often repeat,
that this has not been due to the system of unification, but to the work-
ing of the extraordinary document above mentioned, of which no man

has been found bold enough to acknowledge the parentage. The ob-
jections based upon the difficulties in the way of the disposal of the
sick have been plausibly stated by Dr. Hamilton ; but they are based
upon knowledge from secondhand, and do not by any means represent
the true features of the case. There is no reason why a patient in a

field-hospital should get " ill-cooked, unsuitable, and not easily assimil-
able barrack-rations", neither would there be the smallest necessity for
removing a patient in heat-apoplexy to a distant hospital. Indeed, the
whole of this part of the pamphlet is based upon a misunderstanding of
the question, as may be seen particularly by the question on page 9.
" But it is said the old hospitals are to be converted into married
quarters. We again ask, Is it intended to increase the alrea(dy exces-
sive number of women and children that encumber every regiment in
the service ?" To this we may at once answer, No ; but it is intended to
give each family a room to itself, which snrely Dr. Hamilton will admit
is the least that can be given for the barest comfort and decency. As
regards India, the changes would not cause so much difference there as

at home, even if they were carried out to the full.
In referring to the question of the authority of the medical officers in

hospitals, the author ridicules the idea of their being in actual com-

mand of their establishments and subordinates, on the plea of their having
no training to fit them for it. Here he speaks entirely from the stand-
point of a civilian, whose connection with a hospital is only an episode
of life, whilst with the army surgeon it is his life. WVe would ask,
What training had purveyors, storekeepers, and commissaries to fit
them to command their Army Service Corps; and, above all, what
training have apothecaries and dispensers had to fit them to command
the Army Hospital Corps ? Surely the medical officers are, to say the
least, as well fitted for this latter post, and to them the full power
ought to belong; the chief mistake having been in taking commissioned
officers and making them captains and lieutenants of orderlies, instead
of making the latter merely warrant officers, and taking them from the
ranks.
Again: why should a medical officer of the rank of major-general be

put under a lieutenant-colonel, who not only is of no practical use in a

hospital, but actually proposes to step between the principal medical
officer and the head of his own department? These things have been
abolished in the navy; why should they linger in the sister service ? It
is quite true that the peculiarities of our army, our vast empire, and
enormously scattered stations, render it impossible to have a staff sys-
tem such as obtains in a great continental army in a high state of con-
centration, and even the most strenuous advocate for unification must
admit that a modification is absolutely necessary for our wants. At the
same time, the old regimental system was too expensive, too inelastic,
and too impracticable for great emergencies, ever to hold its ground on
its original footing. The system in peace ought to be as near as pos-
sible to what would obtain in war ; and in war one of the first things
done is to establish a condition of unification to a very large extent.
As to the complaint of some officers about the loss of social status,
and so on, we cannot but regard this as simply puerile, and as arguing
but little for the self-respect of those who make it; indeed, such a
feeling we take to be one of the evil results of the old system, and the
sooner it is suppressed the better. A more real loss is the separation
from a comfortable mess ; but here the officer attached to a corps will
be, of course, a member of its mess, whilst at each station messes might
be established at the head-quarters for the staff medical officers, who
would be no worse off than staff-men were under the old regime.
The inadequacy of pay is a very serious question, and is inti-

mately connected with the question of allowances, the rate of promo-
tion, and prospects of retirement. The increase in actual money
granted at different times has been greater than among regimental com-
batant officers, and this has sometimes been used as an argument
against further increase; but the cases are totally different ; for, with
the medical officer, his actual emoluments are all he has to look to,
whilst the combatant has all manner of possibilities open to him. At'
the present time, young surgeons are attracted into the service by a

rate of pay on which they can live at once, and it is only after a time
that they begin to perceive how small and slow the advance is, and how
much better they might have done in other lines of life, when often it
is too late to change. There are several ways in which this might be
rectified, but the chief are-a direct increase of pay, a consolidation of
allowances, more rapid promotion. All three ought, if possible, to
be obtained; but it is almost utopian to hope for them. A direct in-
crease of pay, of, say, half-a-crown a-day all round, would require an
additional ,25,ooo a year, which, in the present financial temper of the
times, it would be hard to squeeze out of the treasury. A consolida-
tion of allowances, such as is given to the Royal Engineers, would be
a great boon, and would put an end to much of the annoyance and loss
caused by the capricious and irresponsible proceedings of the Control
Department. Acceleration of promotion can only be hoped for by
inducing seniors to retire, or by making promotion at a fixed period : the
former can only be done by giving bonuses on retirement, or by strictly
limiting tenure to a certain period ; the latter is being partially tried
by promoting batches of men of over fifteen years' service. The service
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THE BRITISH MEDICAL .OURNAL.
will, however, never be content until a twelve years' promotion is

granted, as in the Indian service, and a limit of years put to tenure of
office in the administrative ranks. If a surgeon were promoted to be

surgeon-major at twelve years, and at twenty years allowed to rank as

lieutenant-colonel, according to date, and not junzior as at present, a

considerable point would be gained. Then, as the surgeon-general and

deputy surgeon-general do practically the same work, it is unnecessary
to make promotion from one rank to the other depend upon vacancies.

Let a depuity surgeon-general rank as a full colonel at once, and let him

become a surgeoni-general after five years' service as deputy, with the

rank of major-general, and let him be obliged to retire after five years
in the highest rank. By this meanis, a healthy flow of promotion
would be established ; all retired surgeons-general to be of course

eligible for the post of director-general, if within the prescribed limits

of age. At present, the retirement of a surgeon-general is /68o; we
think it would not be at all extravagant to give him /I,ooo, the pay of

a general officer, colonel of a regiment. Similarly, the surgeon ought
to be allowed to retire on per diem at twventy years, and /I 5s. at

twenty-five years; and Dr. Hamilton's suggestion of a retirement even
at fifteen years (say, on 15s. a day) is a good one, as it is very difficult
after that to get any employment in civil life. Dr. Hamilton discusses
the question of promotion at fifteen years' service, as compared with
twelve years, and gives two tables corresponding to each system. In
each table are given the numbers that would be promoted in any cur-
rent year (up to I885), the survivors of those promoted in the previous
year, and the survivors of those promoted in the second previous year.
The sum of these is then taken as the number in each year drawing
promotion, pay, and allowances due to the particular system. The ad-
ditional pay is 2s. 6d., and the allowances he estimates at 5s. a day-
too high a sum, as we shall presently show.* According to his calcula-
tion in Table C, the plan of promotion at twelve years' service would
cause an increase in the estimates for the next five years (up to 1879,
inclusive) of /20,438; but, for the succeeding six years up to i885), a
positive decrease of 1,042, or a net increase of only /9,306 for
eleven years, or only /846 per annum. To this, he adds /i,692 for
allowances, and makes the total /2,538-truly a small enough sum for
so great a boon. But even this is unnecessarily large, for the difference
of allowances is only 3s.; viz., 8d. lodging money, and 2s. 4d. horse
and stable allowance; so that the total would be 5s. 6d., or just /ioo
per head per aninumi. The above sum ought, therefore, to be only
/1873, instead of /2,538. Even this is too much; for about one-
third would be paid by the Indian Exchequer, so that the Home Trea-
sury would only be debited with about £1253. This is a result so ex-
traordinary, that one feels at first sight that it must be wrong, as it is
utterly impossible that we can give a number of men an additional
/ioo a year three years earlier, and yet save money. The error arises
from a wrong understanding of the facts and of the real import of
figures ; for the influence does not cease with the years selected for
comparison, but continues throughout the rest of the officer's service.
The only correct way, therefore, to make the comparison is to carry
out the table to the same number of years in the horizontal column as
treated of in the perpendicular column, up to the thirty-fourth year of
service, when the surgeon must either retire or be promoted, and then
compare the results so obtained. It would be too long to do this here ;

but we have made the calculation, and the following are the real num-
bers, giving the sums merely for each year.

Table showin,g the Results of the 12 Years' azd i5 Years' Sstem.

Nnimber of Officers drawing Promotion, Pay, and Allowances.
Year. Expense. *

15 Years' On the I2 Years' Excess due to the
System. System. 12 Years' System.

1875.. 25 94 69 £6,900
1876.. 5I 147 9696o
-1877.. 59 2I2 153 15,1300
1878.. 25 237 152 15,200
2879.. 2133 261 128 12,80o
Z88o.. 3113 122 12,200

x881.. 2r3 326 103 10,3001882.. 235 307 72 7,200

1883.. 280 320 40 4,000

2884.. 283 336 47 4,700

i885.. 274 3119 45 4,500

Average cost for eleven years, £9,300ootr antnumit.
There is thus a continuous, though varying, excess due to the twelve
years' system, the average annual cost being /9,300, which, according
to Dr. Hamilton's estimate of 7s. 6d. per diem, would be /12,7oo, or

In Table C, page 22, there is a misprint which makes a little confusion. In the
column, I 3 ought to be I53: the same mistake occurs near the bottom of the

page.

about five times his calculated amount. The average would not vary
much afterwards; but the amount would increase in individual years,
so that the mean of the next thirty-four years (up to I908) would be
about /8,9oo. By that time, however, the service would have settled
down to strict seniority, with a constant excess of a little over /8,ooo,
the difference being simply the extra /ioo per annum enjoyed by each
officer in his thirteenth, fourteenth, or fifteenth years. Another way of
gettiing at it is simply to consider that each candidate, on entering the
service, is offered a prospective addition to his pay of ,ioo after
twelve years' service, to last three years: this would be worth about
/io per annum throughout his service. Multiplying the number of
officers in the Department (about 945) by this sum, we have
/9,450, almost identical with the average /9,300 obtained above.
Of course, as before mentioned, only two-thirds of this would fall to
be paid by the Home Exchequer, or about /6,ooo-a sum not so
great that it ought to stop so highly desirable a boon as the hastening
of promotion three years. We have called special attention to this
point, because we think it important to correct the mistake into which
the author has accidentally fallen, and so prevent it, if possible, from
discrediting the rest of his valuable paper. We must say, however,
that he is scarcely so careful about figures as he might be ; for instance,
at page 37, he boldly says that the death-rate of the Medical Depart-
ment is as three to onze of combatants ; the real fact being, that it is
only as fouer to three-a very different ratio, although it is still high
enough.

Dr. H-Iamiltonl has hit upon one most important point, and has taken
care to develope it in a very effective manner ; viz., the almost total
absence of anything like prizes in the medical service, in the way of
lucrative posts, special pensions, and the like. In the combatant
ranks, on the other hand, there are large numbers of these, a rather
copious list of which he details. We have not specially verified his
figures; but there is no doubt that the statement is near the truth,
and must have cost some trouble to get together. The general
result is, that there are posts of extra emolument for combatants in the
ratio of about onte tofour ; for medical officers, nzonze. As regards dis-
tinguished service pensions, these are for combatants as I to 39; for
medical officers, as I to I93. As regards decorations, there are 850
combatants so distinguished on full and half-pay, and only 34 medical,
although a similar ratio would raise the number of the latter to about
go, or nearly three times the existing number. No medical officer is
ever raised to the peerage, or even to the grade of grand cross of an

order; and all the great civil appointments, governorships, and the like,
are utterly closed to him. The very military title he enjoys brings with
it no social position, as with the combatant; every one knows the posi-
tion of a captain or a colonel, but few understand a surgeon-major
(often confounded with sergeant-major !) We do not advance this
particular point as one of much importance, but simply to show that
the military title adds nothing to the medical officer, who is simply
plain Mr. or Dr. to the end of the chapter. We are thus brought face
to face with one of the greatest drawbacks of the public service, and
we can easily understand wlhy the pay of the medical officer ought to
be much greater than that of the combatant. For the latter, all sorts
of possibilities are open, up to the highest posts in the realm ; for the
former-the medical officer-the pay he receives is his all ; once he.
enters the service, he may rest assured that no amount of professional
knowledge, or scientific attainments, or other form of excellence, will
avail to hasten his promotion one hour, or add one penny to his purse.
Is it a wonder, then, if men become apathetic and discontented ? or that
the best students will not come forward ? The real wonder is, that so
much has been doneunder such dire discouragement. The time, however,
is assuredly approaching when some active steps must be taken on the
part of the authorities, if the Medical Department of the army is to be
worthy of the country. Either the pay and allowances must be largely
increased, or, better still, a sufficient number of lucrative posts created,
to which-men should be appointed for merit only, regardless of mere
service or successful longevity.

Another point of great importance is, that some guarantee shall be
given that good faith will be kept for the future ; that one warrant shall
not suddenly take away what another has granted, and that the plain
and open provisions of a Royal Warrant shall not be set aside and
nullified by confidential letters to commanding officers, as was the
case with the famiious warrant of 1858. And we may here remark,
that those medical officers who are most eager for the return of the
regimental system are, perhaps, little aware how well they are playing
the game of the military branches. The unification would add largely
to the power of the Medical Department, and would proportionately
diminish that of the purely military element ; this the latter naturally
do not like, and, by a return to the regimental system, medical officers
might find that they had been made tools of to their own detriment.

122 [Jan. 23, 1875.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.734.114 on 23 January 1875. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/


Jan. 23, 1875.] THE BRITISH MEDICAL _/OURNAL. 123

At the end of this pamphlet, Dr. Hamilton (levotes several pages to
an analysis of Dr. De Chaumont's paper in the November number of
the Edibburi,gzh Ml1edical 7o_urnal, oni the pay, etc., of medical officers.
He has eviidently quite misundelstood that officer's statements and
figures, and he has also unfortunately allowed himself to be the
medium of spreading certain ill-natured sayings of gentlemen wNho ap-
pear to have understood the matter in question as little as he himself.
A full reply to all the erroneous statements has been published by Dr.
De Chaumont in the frish Ifospital Gazette of January Ist, so that we
need not take up time in discussinig them. Apart from this, however,
we cannot but say that Dr. Hamilton has done the army medical officers
a signal service by his advocacy of their claims.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
PA RI S.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Typhus Fever on Boar-d Ship.-Quar;-antine at Bo-deaux.-Population

Statistics of France.-InsanCity in Fr-ance.-Pulmzonary Phthisis.-
Accidentsfroz Frost.-Openig, of the New Oper-a.

ABOUT the middle of November last, Dr. Jaccoud read a paper before
the Academy of Medicine on an epidemic of typhus which he observed
on board the Gironzde, a French mail-steamer, on his way to Bordeaux
from Rio de Janeiro, whither he had gone on a visit during the last
vacation. M. Jaccoud attributed the disease to badly cured hides,
which formed the bulk of the cargo, and which were prepared at La
Plata, where the cattle-plague had reigned for several months. The
malady in question, accordlinig to Al. Jaccoud, was perfectly infectious and
communicable to man, and it partook of the character of typhoid and
typhus fevers at the same time, approaching more, however, to the
latter type. Another peculiarity of the disease was, that, although
communicable from animal to man, it did not appear to be transmissible
from man to man, as during the passage, which occupied t-wenty days, it
only attacked those individuals wvho were directly exposed to the mor-
bific influence of the raw hides; the health of those of the crew
who had nothing to do witlh the slkins, and that of the other passengers,
was in a most satisfactory state throughout the passage. The disease
was amenable to stimulaints, quiniine, and cold affusions to the body
the disinfecting measures that were taken to prevent the spread of the
epidemic proved of signal service.
At a subsequent meeting of the Academy, Dr. Jaccoud described, in the

most eloquent and affecting terms, what he bad seen on his arrival at Bor-
deaux at the Paillac Lazaretto,wbere passengers of infected ships are landed
to submit to quarantine. The state of affairs at the lazaretto was most
deplorable, and M. Jaccoud stated that the healtlhy subjects were not
isolated from those suffering from infectious diseases, and that there was
no separation between the passengers arriving from countries -where the
yellow fever prevailed, and those that brought with them typhus or
cholera. Such a state of things, concluded Dr. Jaccoud, was a disgrace
to the country. This brought down the wrath of M. Fauvel, member
of the Sanitary Board of France, who, in spite of the corroboration of
the facts by M. Chauffard, repudiated the charges brought forward by
M. Jaccoud, and stigmatised the report as a perfect calumny. This is
certainly very strong language, and, to say the least, rather unacademi-
cal; but I must confess that in France the Academicians, like the De-
puties at the National Assembly, are not particularly distinguished for
refined language towards one another, though in private society they are
the most polished of Frenchmen. Dr. Jaccoud's report was made
over to a committee, composed of MNI. Fauvel, Tardieu, and Le Roy
de Mericourt, three well known hygienists, who were directed to in-
vestigate the matter. The latter gentleman w%as appointed reporter,
and, although he refuted in most energetic terms the allegations of M.
Jaccoud, he was obliged to admit the justice of some of the charges.
Dr. Jaccoud, however, was so far victorious, that his report was unani-
mously adopted by the Academy, and steps are being taken to remedy
the evils therein pointed out.

If statistics are not always trustworthy, they are sometimes very elo
quent and instructive, as may be seen by the following statement fur.
nished by the Statistique de la Firance, a work which has just appeared,
and which treats particularly of the depopulation of this unfortunate
country, its causes, its progress, and the moral to be drawn from it. In
this work, we find that the population of France-that is, the eighty-six
departments that remain of it after the spoil by the Prussians-
amounted in July I872 to 36,102,921; whereas in July I870, when the
war was declared, the population numbered 36,855,178. Setting aside
the number annexed by the Germans and the deaths during the

xvar, other causes are constantly in operation, which have naturally
awakened the anxious interest of political economists and of all
right-thinking men in France. In I869, the births exceeded the
deaths by 84,206; in 1870, the deaths exceeded the births by
103,304; in I871 -the terrible year of the Commune, after the
more terrible war-the' proportion is still more marked and heart-
rending, the number of deaths having amounted to 444,880! that
is to say, instead of an increase at the rate of 0.23 per cent., as in
I869, there is a decrease of 1.22 per cent. of the whole population. It
is, moreover, showrNn that, since I827, the proportion of births to the
amount of population has been steadily on the decline ; thus, from 3. I I
per cent., it has fallen to 2.66 in i868, to 2.57 in I869, to 2.55 in 1870,
and to 2.66 in I871.

Another melancholy fact brought out by the above work is the steady
increase of insanity, or, as the French term it, aliLnation mentale. In
I86i, the period from which proper vouchers or authentic information
could be obtained, there were 22 lunatics to every io,ooo inhabitants in,
France; in i866, there were 23.8; and, in I872, 24.37. Thus, in
eleven years, the proportion of lunatics increased to about two per
io,ooo inhabitants. Indeed, there were times during this period when
the whole population of France might have been considered insane, if
one may juidge by their acts. In 1871, when so many insane acts were
committed in Fr-ance, 49,589 lunatics of both sexes wTere admitted into
the different asylums ; of this number, 33,448 wvvere affected wvith simple
insanity; 6,450 with insanity complicated with epilepsy and paralysis;
4,577 with dementia, whether senile or organic; 5,114 with idiocy and
cretinism. It will be seen from the above that simple insanity forms
the largest proportion-about two-thirds of the total number of admis-
sions ; the cures are reckoned in the proportion of 6.4 per cent. These
figures speak for themselves; they express not only depopulation, but
degradation.

While on the subject of statistics, I shall direct the attention of your
readers to another picture, which is equally melancholy to contemplate.
Among the diseases which affect humanity, there is one that may well
be termed terrible, as it spares neither age nor sex, and is to be found
in every condition of life, from the king in his palace to the denizens.
of the meanest hamlet. I allude to pulmonary phthisis, which, not-
withstanding its chronic character, its slow progress, seems to defy the
best resources of our art. In Paris alone, this affection carries off an-
nually from 7,000 to 8,ooo victims. Thus, in I872, out of 39,650
deaths from all causes, there were 7,436 from phthisis, and, in I873,
out of 41,732 deaths, 7,919 were from this affection. This gives an
average of twenty-two a day. But what is most remarkable is, that
while, from the improved sanitary arrangements that are being daily
carried out for the health of the inhabitants of this great city, the mor-
tality from other causes has been considerably diminished, that from
pulmonary phthisis is still in the ascendant.
As you will have learned from the daily papers, the accidents that

occurred in Paris on New Year's night from the frost have been the great
subject of gossip of the day. I find, byyour annotations in the last number
of the JOURNAL, that there were no fewer than 260 accidents that night
in Paris alone. This, I beg to state, is far short of the actual number.
I do not pretend to be able to furnish precise information on the sub-
ject; but anyone who has resided any time in Paris will agree with me
in saying, that the number of accidents that occurred on the night in
question would be more likely to be 2,000 than 260, and yet the former,
I should say, would fall far short of the actual number: 260 is doubt-
less correct, according to the official or police report ; but there must
be some thousands that were not brought to notice, as it is well known
on New Year's night all Paris is out, either visitingy or in search of
pleasure. No one w%as prepared for such a change, which was very
sudden, as the weather, though cold, wvas fine during the day, and the
sleet began to come down only late in the evening. There were a great
many fractured limbs, and some deaths from falls; one report stated
1,400 of the former and ten of the latter. The only wonder is, there
were not a great many more, as the streets were so slippery, that it was
simply impossible for man and beast to make half a dozen steps with-
out falling. Among the 1,400, I may mention the name of Dr.
Loiseau, physician to, and member of, the Municipal Council of Paris,
who had his leg broken whilst en ioute to see a patient. The same
report states that there were fifty or sixty horses that had their
legs broken, or had become otherwise disabled on that memorable
night. I say memorable, as, from all accounts, such a phenomenon
had never before been witnessed in France, not even in the memory
of that mysterious individual known as the oldest inhabitant. The
verglas, that is, glazed frost, is not uncommon in France; but it has
never been known to prevail to the extent it did last New Year's night.
The great event of the day is the opening of the New Opera. I

do not intend to inflict on your readers a description of this splendid

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.734.114 on 23 January 1875. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

