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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
ANNUAL MEETING.

THE Thirtieth Annual Meeting of the British
Medical Association will be holden at the Royal
College of Physicians, in London, on Tuesday, Wed-
nesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 5th, 6th, 7th,
and 8th days of August.

PHILIP H. WILLIAMS, M.D., General Sscretary.
Worcester, May 14th, 1862.

BRANCH MEETING TO BE HELD.
NAME OF BRANCH. PLACE OF MEETING. DATE.
WEST SOMERSET. Clarke's Hotel, Wednesday,

[Annual.] Taunton. June 4, 2 P.m.

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH:
ORDINARY BRANCH.

THE ordinary meeting of this Branch was held on
May 1st, at the White Lion Hotel, Bristol; J. G. SWAYNE,
M.D., President, in the Chair. There were present
thirty members.
The minutes of the last ordinary meeting were read

and approved of.
Communications. The following papers were read:-
1. Statistics of Forceps Operations. By J. G. Swayne,

M.D.
2. Disease of the Astragalo.Calcaneal Joint. By R.

W. Coe, Esq.
3. Case of Empyema. By G. F. Burder, M.D.
4. Case of Diphtheria. By R. W. Ellis, Esq.
5. Cases of Immediate Treatment of Stricture. By

A. Prichard, Esq.
These papers will be forwarded for publication.

LIVERPOOL.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

THE most noteworthy event in our medical world since
my last communication, is an operation at the Royal
Infirmary; namely, the successful deligation of the
common iliac for aneurism, by Mr. Bickersteth, on the
4th of March. The patient, a boiler-maker, aged 39,
had complained for several weeks of uneasiness in the
right lower extremity, which had latterly increased to
severe pain, rendering him quite unable to follow his
occupation. There was no indication of any other arte-
rial disease. The tumour occupied a space extending
from an inch and a half below Poupart's ligament to
within two inches of the umbilicus, on the right side.
The pulsation and impulse were very distinct. The
mode of operating was somewhat similar to that recom-
mended by Sir Astley Cooper. A vertical incision, about
five inches in length, commencing at a point one inch
above and three inches to the outer side of the umbi.
licus, was carried downwards over the tumour, and all
the structures were divided down to the surface of the
peritoneum; then, with a probe-pointed bistoury and with
the fingers in the wound, the peritoneum was carefully se-

parated from thefascia transversalis and from the surface
of the tumour, laying bare the sheath of the common
iliac; the edges of the wound being held apart with copper
spatulse, the sheath of the vessel was seized with forceps,
and opened to the extent of a quarter of an inch; an
armed aneurism-needle was then passed below the artery,
between it and the vein, and the vessel tied. The opera-
tion was accomplished quickly and without any apparent
difficulty, and there was no bleeding of any consequence.
The aneurism arose from the external iliac, and the
common iliac artery was displaced, and rested upon the
upper and inner surface of the tumour. It was ovoid
in form, of about the size of a small cocoa-nut. The
subsequent progress of the case was most favourable.
The day after the operation, the tumour had become
firm and solid, the foot was warm, and the strong pulsation
of the epigastric and other small arteries indicated the
early establishment of the collateral circulation. The
ligature came away on April 6th, the thirty-third day
after the operation; and on my visit to the hospital
on the 15th, I found the patient able to walk about
the ward, apparently quite recovered. The remains of
the aneurism can be felt as a hard tumour of consi-
derable size, in the lower part of the right side of the
belly.
In an adjoining bed lies a man whose case has afforded

much interest to those who have watched its progress.
This patient, an individual of robust frame and healthy
aspect, was admitted with symptoms of pyemia, having
suffered, shortly before, from whitlow of severe charac-
ter in the palm of one hand, followed a week or two
afterwards by pain of great severity in the left hip
behind the trochanter, extending down the thigh in the
course of the sciatic nerve. Under the use of alcoholic
stimulants, and quinine and opium in full doses, he was
apparently recovering; when, having now been in the
hospital for a few weeks, he became suddenly worse, was
seized with rigors, profuse sweating, loss of appetite,
anxiety of countenance, and other indications of serious
constitutional disturbance; followed by swelling of the
entire left lower extremity from the hip to the foot,
which rapidly increased, until the limb was considerably
enlarged, and presented precisely the appearance of the
affection so well known in the lying-in chamber as
phlegmasia dolens. For a time, it was supposed that
deep-seated formation of matter had taken place; and
the urgency of the constitutional symptoms rendered
the prospect somewhat uncertain as to the result. The
application of flannel bandages to the limb and appro-
priate general treatment have, however, so far gradually
improved the patient's condition, both locally and gene-
rally, that he now presents every appearance of a favour-
able convalescence. The cause of the pyremia in this
case was not very evident; the man attributed his illness
to some poison imbibed into his system while employed
in stripping the copper from a ship's bottom, but it did
not appear that he sustained any wound or other local
injury while thus occupied. Mr. Bickersteth, whose
patient he is, was of opinion that the pynemia had arisen
spontaneously, or, at any rate, independently of any
wound or injury.
On the same day that the common iliac was tied,
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Mr. Bickersteth amputated through the shoulder-joint
for malignant disease of the humerus, the previous his-
tory of which presents points of special interest. The
patient, a stout healthy looking woman, aged 27, had
first complained, six months previously, of numbness
and weakness of the right arm, and of dull pain, referred
chiefly to the shoulder; the motion of the joint was
free, and there was little or no enlargement. These
symptoms continued for some time, the pain gradually
increasing in severity, and assuming that peculiar cha-
racter which is generally regarded as almost pathogno-
monic of acute disease of the articular cartilage, the
case otherwise assuming all the aspect and symptoms
characteristic of ulceration of that structure. In this
condition she was taken into the Royal Infirmary, and
several consultations were held upon the case, the exact
nature of which was still involved in some doubt and
obscurity; but, as it so closely resembled inflammatory
disease of the joint, the treatment suitable to that con-
dition was recommended. A course of mercury was
given, subsequently opium in full and frequent doses,
without the least relief to the pain, which had now be-
come extremely severe. The actual cautery (a favourite
remedy with Mr. Bickersteth in certain states of dis-
eased joints) was freely applied, so as to produce a good
sized slough, by which the pain was at once relieved; a
circumstance which tended to strengthen the supposition
that the pain was dependent upon an inflammatory
condition of the articular cartilages, inasmuch as the
application of the hot iron has such a peculiar and re-
markable influence over the pain in such cases.

After a respite of suffering for two or three weeks, the
patient again complained ofmuch pain, and at the same
time there appeared decided and rapidly increasing en-
largement in the neighbourhood of the joint, and the
case assumed a formidable aspect. It was then resolved
to cut down to the seat of the pain, with the hope that
possibly an abscess might be reached, or diseased bone
discovered and removed, and these failing, to be guided
by circumstances as to further proceedings. The patient
was accordingly brought into the operating theatre, and
Mr. Bickersteth made an incision down to the head of
the humerus, which at once disclosed the real state of
the case. An osteosarcomatous tumour was found, in-
volving the upper part of the humerus, surrounding and
overlapping the globular head of that bone, which was
thus, as it were, deeply imbedded in a protruding mass
of fungus-like excrescence, rendering its disarticulation
from the scapula a matter of some difficulty. The arti-
cular surface of the scapula was not implicated; that of
the head of the humerus presented exactly the appear-
ances seen in ordinary ulceration of the cartilages, being
highly vascular, intensely inflamed, and in some places
excavated by absorption. The malignant growth had
not yet extended to the articular surface, but from con-
tiguity and pressure had set up acute inflammation and
ulceration of the cartilage, thus explaining the pecu-
liarity of the symptoms and the progress of the case.

Since I last wrote, there have been two cases of resec-
tion of the elbowjoint at the Royal Infirmary: one by
Mr. Bickersteth in a boy aged 10 years, for scrofulous
caries of two years standing, in which a sequestrum

had been removed two months previously; the other by
Mr. Stubbs, also for scrofulous caries, in a lad aged 14,
both of which have been followed by very satisfactory
results, and an useful limb restored in each.
The successful excision of joints, especially those of

the upper extremity, has now become an established
fact in the practice of this hospital; so that amputation
is scarcely, if ever, thought of in disease of the elbow
or shoulder-joints.
To give some idea of the slight constitutional disturb-

ance, and of the rapid recovery of an useful limb after
this operation, I may mention that, in Mr. Bickersteth's
case just alluded to (within a week of the excision), the
nurse one morning discovered the boy standing by the
bedside, with his arm out of the sling, and coolly draw-
ing on his trowsers, apparently using one hand as freely
as the other.
Of the more formidable operation at the knee, we

cannot speak quite so unreservedly; of five cases by
Mr. Bickersteth, three failed, but the last two have been
successful; and from the improvements in the after
treatment, which experience has suggested, there is good
reason to expect that for the time to come, resection of
the knee may be placed in the same satisfactory position
as that of the smaller joints.

It is worthy of remark that, as most of your readers
will doubtless remember, it wvas at the Liverpool Royal
Infirmary, that Mr. Park, in the latter part of the last
century, first designed and practised excision of the
joints as a substitute for amputation. The opera.
tion, however, from some cause or other, seems to have
fallen into disuse here, until a few years ago, when
it was revived by MIr. E. R. Bickersteth, who pro-
bably had been favourably impressed with its results
when a pupil of Mr. Syme in Edinburgh, and, who is,
therefore, entitled to the credit of having been chiefly
instrumental of reestablishing the reputation of this
achievement of conservative surgery in the practice of
this institution.

At one of the recent meetings of the Medical Institu.
tion, we had an interesting discussion upon the remedial
value of chloric ether and of chlorodyne; in which, as
might be expected, the opinions expressed were various,
and somewhat conflicting. With reference to chloric
ether, it may be well to state that the medicine so-called
has for many years been much prescribed in Liverpool;
it is, in reality, a solution of chloroform in rectified
spirit, in the proportion of one part of the former to
eight parts of the latter; differing altogether in its
chemical nature, if not in its medicinal effects, from
the substance known chemically as chloric ether. (See
Nevins's Translation of the New London Pharrnacopvcia,
page 131.)

Dr. Formby of this town, who retired a few years ago,
after an extensive and prolonged practice in this lo,
cality, had great faith in this artificial chloric ether as
a febrifuge, believing it to possess specific properties in
the treatment of fever; but I am inclined to think that
at the present time it is regarded and prescribed chiefly
as an agreeable diffusible stimulant; and this appeared
to be the estimate of its value by the majority of those
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who took part in the discussion the other evening.
During this, by the way, the following useful, and pro.
bably (to many) novel, application of the anesthetic
properties of chloroform, was mentioned. A few drops
of chloroform are to be added to a small quantity of
water, and the liquids well shaken together; then, if the
solution be held in the mouth for a few minutes, a sort
of temporary local anesthesia of the nerves of taste is
produced, during which the most nauseous medicines
may be taken without the least perception of their dis-
agreeable flavour.

With regard to the value of chlorodyne, much differ-
ence of opinion prevailed. One practitioner of consi-
derable experience had found it most beneficial, espe-
cially in whooping-cough and bronchitis in children; its
effects had sometimes appeared to him to be almost
magical. He also thought it useful, combined with
quinine, in tic douloureux. Several other speakers-in-
deed by far the larger proportion of those who had re-
corded their experience in the use of this nostrum-
seemed to have but little faith in it. More than one
hospital physician and surgeon, after giving it an ex-
tended trial in public and private practice, had been
unable to discover any of its alleged virtues; and in
their hands not only had it failed to produce any of
those marvellous effects which it is so vauntingly said
to be capable of achieving, but it had proved neither so
uniform nor so reliable in its action as the narcotics and
stimulants already in use. A few instances were men-
tioned in which its use had proved eminently disagree-
able, and one in which it was absolutely injurious.
Apropos to this subject, I am not sure, Mr. Editor,

whether I shall carry with me the sympathy of your
readers when I say that my notions of propriety are
somewhat offended by the appearance week after week,
in the advertising columns of the JOURNAL, of the unpro-
Sessional (not to call it by another term) announcement
of Dr. Collis Browne's wonderful discovery of a secret
remedy for a long list of diseases. Possibly, for reasons
unknown to the uninitated in the commercial mysteries
of conducting a medical journal, it may be difficult, if
not impracticable, entirely to exclude advertisements of
this character; neither, perhaps, is it right hastily to
condemn those who unwillingly afford indirect encou-
ragement to quackery by prescribing a secret remedy, if
they conscientiously believe it to possess specific proper-
ties of an useful and important nature. One way of
meeting the difficulty seems to be to expose, if possible,
the mysterious pretensions of the nostrum; thus en-
abling those who desire it to obtain the same benefits
without the necessity of contributing to the revenue in
the shape of stamp duty. With this end in view, I arm
disposed to publish, for the benefit of those whom it
may concern, a formula which I have good reason to be-
lieve is, for all practical purposes, identical with the
much vaunted chlorodyne; and I shall be glad if some
of our friends, who at present believe in " Collis
Browne", will test this substitute. And I think I may
venture to assert on some authority, that, although this
formula will not produce all the miraculous effects
claimed for its prototype, it will nevertheless be found
quite as efficacious, if tested as a remedy of reasonably

finite powers. The following is the formula for " chlo-
rodyne".
Take of-treacle, four ounces; tincture of opium, four

ounces; tincture of capsicum, three ounces; chloro-
form, four ounces; dilute bydrocyanic acid, one
ounce; sulphuric ether, four ounces; essence of
peppermint, half an ounce. Mix.

I need scarcely say it will be found much less costly
than the patented original.

Several other subjects of interest must be deferred to
a future letter; as this has, I fear, already extended be-
tended beyond the prescribed limit.

.eparti of odittxes.
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL

SOCIETY.
TUESDAY, APRIL 22ND, 1862.

B. G. BABINGTON, M.D., President, in the Chair.
AN ANALYSIS OF TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY CASES OF

LITHOTOIIY. BY THOS. BRYANT, F.R.C.S.
THE author's communication was based on an analysis
of cases collected from the records of Guy's Hospital of
the last twenty-five years, his own notes supplying every
example during the last eight. A table illustrating the
principal points was brought before the Society.
Frequency of the Operation of Lithotomy at the Dif-

ferent Periods of Life. From his own cases, Mr.
BRYANT showed that nearly one-third of the whole num.
ber of cases tabulated occurred in children under five
y-ears of age, and about one fourth between five and ten
years of age; more than half, or 56 per cent. of all the
cases having taken place in children during the first ten
years of life. This tendency in childhood to calculous
disorders certainly was not a disease of debility, but ap-
peared to belong to a condition of body which is not far
from sound health; it being an unquestionable fact
that the healthiest looking and apparently best-nou-
rished children admitted into a London hospital were
those suffering from stone.
In every succeeding Five or Ten Years' Period passed

after Ten Years of age, the Presence of a Stone became
more rare. Between the ages of ten and fifteen, it ap-
peared to be half as frequent as it was in the preceding
quinquennial period; and this number may be again
halved between the ages of fifteen and thirty. In mid-
dle adult life, lithotomy is an operation of some rarity,
lithotrity being then more applicable; but in old age,
lithotomy appears to be rather more frequent.

Mortality of the Operation. In quoting the results
of the analysis of his own table, the author compared
them with those given in the Medical Timkes and Gazette
on Jan. 8th, 1859, which was stated to include the gene-
ral experience of the London hospitals for three years
and a half. With five exceptions the whole of his own
cases had been operated upon by the lateral method.

Mortality of the Operation at Different Periods of
Life. During the first ten years of life it was the most
successful, 1 case only in every 21j being fatal. In the
journal above mentioned the average of this period was
1 in every 1306.

Analysing the cases under ten years of age, it was
shown that at the age of two years, 6 cases were re-
corded, I of which died; but the cause of death was
evidently acute bronchitis, and, therefore, unconnected
with the operation. At the ages of three and four, 44
cases were tabulated, with not one fatal example. Be-
tween five and ten, 79 cases were recorded, five of which
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