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the ulcers presented a depressed, uneven base, traversed
by deep red longitudinal streaks, consisting of small
anastomosing blood-vessels, having between them yellow-
ish lines of a pultaceous aspect. The edges of the
ulcer are callous, as if cut perpendicularly, but irregular;
the surrounding skin is wrinkled, the folds radiating
towards the centre of the ulcer. There is complete
aRnusthesia, not only in the parts immediately affected,
but also in the surrounding parts, and sometimes even in
the whole limb below the ulcer. In one case, the ulcer
was seated below the external ankle; and both the dor-
sal and the plantar surfaces of the foot were insensible;
no sensation was produced by the application of the
strongest caustics or of red hot iron. The subjacent
muscles are also sometimes paralysed; this happened in
the case just mentioned.
No treatment seems successful. Cauterisation, with

tonics and good diet, have appeared at first to produce
the most promising results: but as a rule, the disease
returns as soon as the patient begins to walk. In one
case, where the ulcer was seated on the dorsum of the
foot, M. Rochard obtained a successful result by ex-
cising the ulcer, and performing partial excision of the
foot. (Gazette des Hdpitaux, 8 Avril, 1862.)
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SUCCESSFUL INOCULATION OF SYPHILITIC
BLOOD.

WE lately referred to some experiments recently
performed at Florence: the inoculation of healthy
persons with the blood of syphilitic patients. The
results of these experiments have been just published
in a pamphlet by Professor Pellizari, of the Clinique
of Venereal Diseases at Florence. The experiments
were performed with the utmost care ; and every
precaution taken to exclude all sources of error in
the results. The results of the experiments appear,
on the face of them, to be of very great importance;
and we, therefore, hasten to lay a summary of them
at once before our readers.
On January 23rd, 1860, two young doctors were

inoculated with the blood of a syphilitic patient. No
abnormal results followed. On February 6th, 1862
(in the presence of all the students), Drs. Bargioni,
Rosi, and Passagli, who were perfectly free from all
syphilitic affection, were subjected to the inoculation.
Blood was taken from the cephalic vein of a female
suffering from well marked secondary syphilitic dis-
ease; the bandage, lancet, and cup used being all
new. Charpie was soaked in the blood whilst flow-
ing, and then applied to the upper and outer part of
the left arm of Dr. Bargioni, the part having been
previously denuded of epidermis and incised with
three cuts. The same operation was performed on
Rosi and Passagli; but in the case of Rosi, the
blood was already cold when applied; and in the
case of Passagli, it was coagulated. In the first
twenty-four hours no change appeared. On March
3rd, Dr. Bargioni perceived in the centre of the in-

oculated surface, whereon the blood was laid, a slight
elevation and a little itching. Professor Pellizari exa-
mined the papule, and covered it with dry charpie and
diachylon; and examined it also every day, At the
end of eight days the papule was of the size of a
twenty centime-piece. On the 11th, it was covered
with a slight crust, and had a silvery colour. On
the 12th and 13th, the crust was thicker, very ad-
herent, and split in the centre. On the 14th, two
glands as large as nuts, moveable and indolent,
appeared in the axilla; the papule was still indo.
lent, but its sensibility slightly increased. On the
22nd, the crust fell off, and a funnel-shaped chancre
presented itself, with elastic and resistent borders.
On the 26th, the chancre was increased in size, and
its induration greater. On the 12th April, there
appeared on the surface of the body, but chiefly on
the sides of the thorax and in the hypochondriac
regions, spots of irregular form, and of a rose colour,
but giving no kind of inconvenience to the patient.
The glandular swellings in the neck were well
marked. The erythema spread, and became more
confluent, so as to leave no doubt whatever as to its
specific nature. It lasted eight days, and pursued a
regular course. On the 20th, the cervical glands
had increased in size and hardness. The chancre
maintained its specific state, and showed no ten-
dency to cicatrisation. On the 22nd, the colour of
the erythema became decidedly coppery. Lenti-
cular papules were mixed with the erythema; the
edges of the chancre were sanguinolent. Mercurial
treatment was now begun. From these experiments it
follows: that the blood of a person affected with se-
condary syphilis and in its acute stage, inoculated on
five personsfreefrom every kind of anterior syphilitic
disease, communicated syphilis to one of thefive.
The following is the resuhne given of the experi-

ments.
1. Three or four days after the inoculation, all

traces of it disappeared, with the exception of a red
colour at the point of denuded epidermis.

2. Twenty days elapsed before Dr. Bargioni per-
ceived the papule at the inoculated point.

3. This tardy appearance of the papule cannot be
explained by inexperience or negligence, as Dr. Bar-
gioni was perfectly well acquainted with the charac-
ters of the primitive form, such as it appeared in the
case related by Waller.

4. The papule at first retained a dry character.
It did not become moist and ulcerated until the
ninth day.

5. The swellings of the axillary glands preceded
the ulceration of the papule.

6. The primitive phenomenon, which produced
the syphilis with which Dr. Bargioni is now affected,
possessed the characters and followed the course of
those phenomena which are the result of the inocu-
lation of constitutional syphilis.
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7. Sixty-five days intervened between the inocu-
lation and the manifestation of general symptoms;
forty-three days between the appearance of the
papule and the erythema; and twenty-two days be-
tween the inoculation and the appearance of the
papule.

It is thus demonstrated that, in a person who has
never been affected with syphilis, we can, by means
of the inoculation of blood taken from a syphilitic
person at the acute period of the secondary affection,
produce at the inoculated point a papule, which ul-
cerated, and was accompanied and followed by all
the phenomena proper to an infecting chancre.
The sceptical may satisfy their doubts, it would

appear, by the exercise of their own eyes; for Dr.
Bargioni only on the 22nd of last month commenced
a mercurial treatment of the disease inoculated upon
him; and is no doubt still suffering from the signs
of the disease.

THE WEEK.
SIR BENJAMIIN BUODIE has resigned his seat in the
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons; and, on
the occasion of his retirement, the Council have
decided that a marble bust of that distinguished
surgeon shall be executed at the expense of the
College, and placed in the Council Chamber. In
an article upon the College in last week's JOUR-
NAL, we referred to the bright example-the sole
and exceptional* example-set by Sir Benjamin
Brodie in retiring from the Court of Examiners.
We have now again to place him as a bright ex-
ample, worthy of imitation in this (as in so many
other particulars) by members of the Council. His
bust, which is to be placed in the Council Chamber,
cannot fail to be a silent monitor to some of those
who sit within its walls. It is not for us to analyse
the motives which prompted Sir Benjamin Brodie to
retire voluntarily from the Court of Examiners and
the Council of the College. We believe that he did
so purely from a sense of duty. This much, however,
is certain that, in thus retiring, he has acted in
accordance with the spirit of the charter of 1843;
and to him alone, of all the ancient members of
Council, belongs the credit of such a patriotic and
generous act. We have spoken of the honour to be
conferred upon Sir Benjamin Brodie by the Council
of the College; and we would seize the opportunity of
saying that we believe the moment is one which the
profession at large might well make use of to do
honour to that gentleman. A man who has held
the conspicuous place which he has during half a
century, and who has so invariably shown himself in
every step through life the man of honour, as well as
the man of science and of medicine, merits some pre-
eminent distinction at the hands of his professional

brethren. We may most truly say that for much of
the esteem which our profession meets with from
the public, it is indebted to men who, like Sir Ben-
jamin Brodie, nobly illustrate it in the face of the
world. We cannot estimate too highly the characd
ter of our public men; of those who, as medical
men, occupy prominent positions. Their conduct,
for good or for ill, indirectly affects the whole body
of the profession, injuring or elevating us in the
estimation of the world at large. Well, therefore,
is it that we, for our own sakes, should do great
honour to a man who, during a long career, has so
invariably and worthily upheld the honour and
dignity of his profession. We believe that the whole
profession would gladly mark, by some public testi-
monial, their value of his worth; and we cannot but
think the present a most favourable opportunity for
the manifestation of their sentiments.

WE lately noticed in the JOURNAL some striking ex-
periments made by Mr. Donovan relative to the
" inefficiency of henbane as usually prescribed". Mr.
Donovan therein stated that he and one of his pupils
had swallowed one-ounce doses of carefully prepared
tincture of henbane without producing any per-
ceptible effects. Dr. Forsayeth has since then cau-
tioned the profession against accepting these experi-
ments, as he has, or thinks he has, obtained results
different frrom Mr. Donovan's. Mr. Donovan again
returns to the charge, and reasserts the correctness
of his assertion in the Dublin Medical Press.
"We are at issue about the medicinal power of hen-

bane. I found no effect from swallowing an ounce of
the tincture: a fellow-experimenter was not more affected
by a similar dose. Dr. Forsayeth says he finds one or
two drachms sufficient to ease pain or procure sleep;
the latter more readily by adding five minims of chloro.
form to each drachm of tincture-that is, ten minims to
the two drachm dose. I have known the same effect
from that quantity of chloroform without any henbane.
It must be recollected that, when chloroform is of full
specific gravity, ten standard minims are equal to forty
drops let fall from the lip of a proper ounce-bottle. It
must also be recollected that chloroform is one of the
ingredients in Dr. Collis Browne's chlorodyne, and is, no
doubt, used to assist in producing the effect for which
the latter is valued. The argument, therefore, stands
thus:-I failed to obtain any effect from a certain
thing; Dr. Forsayeth succeeded in procuring sleep from
something essentially different: his facts have therefore
no reference to mine. In order to ascertain whether
tincture of henbane obtained from any other source
would differ in medicinal agency from mine, I obtained
some ounces from the Apothecaries' Hall, where; it is to
be presumed, articles are prepared as they ought to be.
Of this, I and my apprentice (Mr. White), after one or
two cautious trials, swallowed each of us in the presence
of the other an ounce mixed with water. There was
not the slightest effect produced on either of us."

This last experiment seems unanswerable, or at
least to show that the subject requires further inves-
tigation. Mr. Donovan's experiments will probably
call to the recollection of some of our readers a
paper by Dr. Garrod in the forty-first volume of the
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