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Two Cases of Stone in the Bladder, a disease of rare occurrence in the
neighbourhood. Both his cases had occurred within a short time of
each other, and the patients came from the same parish. In the one
case lithotomy, and in the other lithotrity had been successfully re-
sorted to.

2. Mr. PARSONS also related a case of very severe Salivation from
Pregnancy, in which he had been obliged to induce abortion to save the
patient.

CORRESPONDENCE.
INSTRUCTION OF MIDWIVES.

SIR,-We all remember the Old Bailey instructions to counsel, " No
case-abuse plaintiff's attorney". Either unable or unwilling to answer
my objections to State recognition of a class of imperfectly educated
practititioners, Dr. Aveling, having condemned my arguments as
"illogical and desultory", now accuses me " of wishing to turn mid-
w%ives into the workhouse and of unconsciously working against the
interests of the general practitioner, etc."

I will reply to my friend Dr. Aveling in his own words: " His inten-
tions, I know, are the very best, but, in this instance, his enthusiasm
exceeds his discretion". I take strong exception to the doctrine taught by
Dr. Aveling, viz., that " most intelligent practitioners" are so selfish and
mercenary, that, " having used the poor for their own purposes, in estab-
lishing theirreputation, as soon as theyhave gained their object, theyhand
over to the midwife all those patients who cannot afford to pay remune-
rative midwifery fees". He tells us " that a man who has been up all
niight, or detained all day at a labour, is often either tempted or obliged
to neglect his other work", but seems to argue that, while this is a
serious objection to what he calls "low midwifery practice" (a term
against which I protest, as applied to the work of the humblest prac-
titioner), it is no insurmountable obstacle to the more remunerative prac-
tice in the higher social scale.

Dr. Aveling does well in recommending young men to attend a large
number of labours ; and, as there is a constant succession of young men
growing up, why suggest the necessity for transferring this useful source
of experience to imperfectly educated women? As to the honour which
the obstetric department of medicine is to derivc from the attempt to
"meliorate midwives", how stands the case at present?
The scheme of the Obstetrical Society has been before the profession for

some two years, and I suppose its most sanguine advocates will scarcely
pronounce it to have proved a success ; in fact, its failure is implied in
the subsequent attempt, on the part of the British Medical Association,
to substitute for voluntary efforts, a compulsory basis, and this latter has
been already condemned by one of the largest and most influential of
the Branches.-I am, etc. A. B. STEELE.

Liverpool, March 28, 1874.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
HASTINGS AND ST. LEONARD'S WATER-SUPPLY.

FOR some time past, the water-supply for Hastings and St. Leonard's
has been unsatisfactory, and, as its quantity is to a large extent dependent
on a surface-supply, the dry autumn and winter which have just passed
have caused renewed anxiety for the coming summer season. In the
poorer districts, the supply has been decidedly deficient, and, even in
the best houses frontinig the sea, a full supply is rarely obtained when
the town is fuill of visitors, and when it is most required. The water
is also of an inferior quality. According to the Hestingys Clzroizice,
visitors who have chosen St. Leonard's as a winter resort have, in con-
sequence of the impure water-supply, been compelled to leave it ; and
analysis has shown that it contains about three times as much matter, of
animal and vegetable origin, as occurs in the average of potable waters
supplied to our large towns-a standard of comparison which is by no
means high. Years ago, some of the leading inhabitants did all they
could to induce the authorities to seek a fresh source of supply, but their
efforts were unavailing, and even at the present time the Water Com-
mittee is stated to be ulnwilling to act. One thing, however, appears to
be dreaded, and that is a falling off in the prosperity of the place,
which is almost sure to result if the present unsatisfactory circumstances
gain too much publicity. The facts cannot, in our opinion, be too widely
made knowvn.

THE POOR-LAW SYSTEM.
AT a meeting of the Victoria Discussion Society, held on Thursday
week, Sir C. Trevelyan, Bart., in the Chair, Dr. Platt read a paper
upon the subject of the administration of our Poor-laws. From his
position of Poor-law Medical Officer, he said that the conviction had
forced itself upon him that our Poor-law system was based upon wronlg
principles; and that by withholding aid where it was most needed, wc
increased the ranks of pauperism. The manner in which the sick wvere
treated, he argued, was a most fruitful source of pauperism. The object
should be to treat the sick poor at their homes; the doctor should have
full power to order what he thought necessary, and the relieving officer
should be bound to obey the order of the medical officer in supplying
the sick person with whatever he (the medical officer) thought necessary.

ADULTERATION PROSECUTION.
AT the Leeds Borough Police Court, six dealers in milk have beeni
charged with having sold adulterated milk. The average proportion of
water added was I2 per cent. In one case, where the proportion was
as much as 27 per cent., Mr. Bruce (stipendiary magistrate) imposed a
penalty of 6os. and costs ; in the other cases, of 40s. and costs each.
The defendants were unanimous in denying that they had added the
water to the milk, alleging that the admixture took place before the
milk came under their control. Mr. Bruce, however, informed them
that that did not relieve them of responsibility, as they had the option
of having the milk supplied to them analysed. These are the first pro-
secutions of the kind in Leeds under the Adulteration of Food Act.

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.
A CORRESPONDENT of the Plymouth Lante,n writes:

" Sir,-The town council of Brighton has elected Dr. Taaffe, me-
dical officer of health for the borough, at a salary of £2oo a year. Dr.
Littleton has just been elected medical officer of health for Plymouth,
at a salary of £50 a year; a remarkable difference, certainly, in the
pecuniary estimate of the value of such services, as such would not be
more arduous or more time-taking in Brighton than in Plymouth. I
can only conjecture one must be overpaid, or the other uinderpaid; but
which of these suppositions is the correct one ? I shall be glad to have
an authoritative opinion on the matter to present to the readers of the
Lantern."

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.
MONNaOUTH.-Dr. Willis, the Medical Officer of Health for the

Monmouth rural sanitary district, reports that the death-rate during the
latter half of 1873, was fourteen per I,oOO living ; but, although this
district has enjoyed a comparatively small general mortality, the con-
ditions which tend to bring about high death-rates, and which favour
the spread of infectious diseases, are by no means absent. In the
West Dean or Forest District, enteric fever caused a large amount of
sickness and some mortality last spring; some of the villages, which
are mostly inhabited by miners and iron- and tin-workers, appear to be
destitute of every proper sanitary arrangement, and pools fouled by
human excreta are used for drinking purposes. All this was brought
under the notice of the sanitary authority some time ago, but, as fre-
quently happens, nothing whatever has been done in the matter. No
time could, however, be more favourable than the present one for
effecting improvements in the sanitary conditions under wvhich tlle
working classes of such districts live; trade is extremely prosperous,
and the owners of property are better able than ever to provide decent
accommodation and proper homes for those whom they employ. In
some colliery districts great sanitary improvements are being made, but
from the report before us, it is evident that no change for the better is
taking place in the West Dean coal-field.
CHERTSEY.-Mr. E. L. Jacob, the newly appointed Aledical Officer

of Health to a combined district in Surrey, has issued reports on the
sanitary condition of two villages in the Chertsey rural sanitary district.
The first relates to the village of Hersham, which lies upon a bed of
gravel overlying London clay. No means by which this porous sub-
soil could be polluted appear to have been neglected. The village is
practically undrained ; the slops and liquid refuse being poured into the
subsoil-either directly or indirectly by means of porous cesspools ; privies
with leaky cesspits, undrained piggeries, and heaps of refuse still further
add to the prevailing pollution, and it is from this same soil that the
water-supply of the village is procured, by means of shallow surface-
wells. As a natural consequence, the place is unhealtlhy, and it has
already been the seat of an outbreak of enteric fever. The village of
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Byfleet very much resembles Hersham in its sanitary arrangements,
the main point of difference between the two lying in the disposal of
the sewage, wlhich in IHersham is into cesspools, whereas in Byfleet it
is conveyed into the ditches and water-courses, with which the village
abounds. In these it stagnates, and causes serious nuisance. The
sanitary defects prevailing in these villages are very clearly indicated in
thc reports, and the remedies which they require are obvious. An
improved system of disposal of excrement, such as either the dry earth
closet or the ash closet proposed by Mr. Jacob, should be substituted
for the present privy with pit; a system of drainage for the removal of
all house-slops and liquid refuse should be laid down ; the provision of
a wholesome water-supply is required; and, in conjunction with these
steps, all cesspools should be finally abolished.
READING.-The death-rate for the borough of Reading, during the

past six months, has been I7.7 per I,OOO inhabitants, and the town has
been remarkably free from the prevalence of any infectious diseases.
Dr. J. Shea reports, however, that the infantile mortality is large, a
result whiclh he attributes to the want of proper sanitary measures in
the more crowded and poorer parts of the town, where improved venti-
lation, regular cleansing of premises, and more frequent removal of
refuse are required. He also calls the attention of the sanitary authority
to the necessity of passing new bye-laws, for it appears that, at present,
back-to-back houses can be, and are constructed ; that no standard of
cubic space has been adopted with a view of dealing with overcrowding ;
and. above all, it is essential that definite regulations should be laid
down, which will enable the authority to control all connections with
the new system of sewers, in such a way as to prevent the injurious
effects wvhich must necessarily result if they be so made as to allowr the
escape of sewer-air into the houses.

MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICES.
SURGEON-MAJOR WYATT.

WE have to announce, with great regret, the death of Surgeon-Major
JohlniWyatt, C. B., of the Coldstream Guards. M\r. Wyatt had long
been in a declining state of health, and had done little if any regimental
duty for nearly twvo years. His death, therefore, which took place on
the 2nd instant at Bournemouth, although sudden, can hardly be said
to have been unexpected. A highly complimentary regimental order
has been issued, and the honours of military burial were accorded. The
funieral was largely attended.

THE REGIMENTAL SYSTEM IN THE ASHANTEE WAR.
WE should like to draw the attention of our readers to one result of the
unification system which has been clearly brought out by the late war.
In former campaigns, the surgeon of a regiment actively engaged and
wvell pushed to the front was tolerably certain of picking up some share
of whatever wvas going in the way of reuwards, and usually got a C. B.;
but the very liberal honours bestowed on our medical brethren from
Ashantee wAere exclusively given to the staff, and the regimental officers
have received nothing for their laborious and respoinsible duties. 'We
do not menition this for the purpose of nmaking any complaint, for the
arrangemnent may be for the good of the service in every wvay; but it is
well known that all the most distinguished officers now serving in the
department gained their first rewards as Nwell as professional credit by
regimental duty in the field.

ChIANGES IN THE ARAIY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
WE believe it is now finially settled that, in consequence of the succes-
sion of Sir William MTuir to the supreme position at Whitehall Yard,
lie will be suicceeded by Deputy Surgeon-General Rutherford, M. D., C. B.,
as head of the saniitary department; and that Dr. Rutherford's duties
in connection with the medical branch will be taken up by Deputy
Surgeon-General MIonro, M.D., C.B. This officer, who is at present
acting as Principal MIedical Officer at Devonport, has had nearly
twenty-nine years of full-pay service, including the Crimean and Indian
carnpaigns, and has proved himself popular and efficient both in the
regimental and administrative ranks. We also understand that two
promotions will shortly take place to the rank of Surgeon-General, and
that these will be conferred on Deputy Surgeons-General Gordon and
Rutherford, who have well earned the distinction by the able perform-
ance of special and varied duties. Some rearrangement of stations
being rendered necessary by these changes, we believe we are correct in
stating that, in the first place, the medical command at Gibraltar is to
be in fututre that of a Surgeon-General, and that Surgeon-General

Balfour will shortly go there from Netley. He -will be succeeded at
the Royal Victoria Hospital by Dr. Fraser from Aldershot; and he, in
his turn, will be relieved at that station by Dr. Gordon, C. B. We are
not in a position to state what further changes may be in contemplation;
but these promotions will, at all events, having the effect of absorbing
Deputy Surgeons-General Home and Mackinnon, and preventing the
necessity which might have arisen for placing these officers temporarily
on the half-pay list.

THIE PROSPECTS OF PROMOTION IN TIIE ARMY
IMIEDICAL 'DEPARTMENT.

WE understand that, previously to his retirement, Sir Galbraith Logan
was offered another seven years' tour of duty as Director-General. It is
not unnatural, however, to suppose that he felt the necessity for rest,
after more than forty years' active service; but the flattering proposal
was declined, wve believe, mainly on the ground that his further reten-
tion of office would interfere with the promotion of others. We feel
sure that so excellent an example will be appreciated as it deserves; for
any prospect of advancement to the higher grades of the department is
imi-possible to the great mass of medical officers now serving. Among
the many plans which have been proposed to remedy this evil, -e may
specially draw attention to one which has for its object the limitation of
service in the ranks of surgeon and deputy surgeoni-general to five and
t,wenty years respectively. In conijunction with a strict observance of
the rule for compulsory retirement after a certain age, this would no
doubt work wvell in stimulating the sluggish flow of promotion, and
removing some of that hopeless feeling which must now attach to the
future prospects of all junior officers. Some such plan as this would
have prevented the overwhelming claims of interest from placing a
surgeon-general for the second time in possession of the great pecuniary
prize in India; and Sir Galbraith Logan has, therefore, added a most
honourable termination to his honourable career, by sacrificing his o-wn
interests to those of the l)rofession.

OBITUARY.
JOHN L. H. MIcFARLANE, MI.B.

FEw recent events have created more sorrow, not only in the profes-
sional, but in the general community of Edinburgh, than the premature
death of this promising young physician, who died, in the Royal In-
firmary, on March 17th. He wvas the second soIn of the late Dr. John
McFarlane, ofMontego Bay, Jamaica, who, in his day, was well known
as a demonstrator in the anatomical classes of Mr. Lizars. The subject
of the present niotice was born in Jamaica, came to Edinburgh as a
child, received his genieral e(lucation in Edinburgh, and pursued hix
medical studies in the Univer-sity of the Scottish metropolis, wchere he
took his Bachelor's Degree in August last. After his graduation, he
became Resident Physician in the Royal Inifirmary, under Dr. Haldane,
and in that capacity showed a rare aptitude for clinical work and observ-
ation, with which essential qualities he combinied a kindliness of
maniner and gentleness of demeanour to the patients, which made Iiin
a favour-ite with them all. At the same time, his thorouighly gentle-
manly deportmenit and genial humour led all the other residlents in the
hospital, anid all wvho were brough1t in contact with him, to esteem, or
rather to love him, as a personal friend.
To the studlents of the Uiniversity, and also to the general commu-

nity, he w%as known in a character very different fr-om that of the earnest
clinical student. Ile was, facile frinceps, the athlete of the University,
or rather of the youth of Edinburgh; anld there were few record's of
deeds of prowvess in athletic exercises, in or near Edinburgh, in which
MlcFarlane did hiot appear in a foremost place. When he had taken
his degree, he applied himself to clinical an(d practical work, with the
same indomitable energy which had enabled him to carry off so many
prizes in the athletic arena. Up to the day when he waas prostrated bythe accident, which xwas the prelutde to his fatal illness, he wvas not only
energetically car-rying on his clinical duty in Dr. Haldane's wvards, but
was occupying his leisure hours with medico-chemical work in Professor
MIaclagan's Laboratory in the University.
At a football match, in February, he met with a severe fall, which

injured his right knee-joint, and laid him up in becl. Probably owving
to the exposure which his fall in the field entailed upon him, when
overheated, he was attacke(d with sharp rheumatic fever-, in the course
of which well-marked peric-rditis showed itself. Under active treat-
ment, however, the rheumatic fever and its concomitalnts were subdued,
and he appeared to be convalescent, when he was attacked with violent
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