
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~; ''i1 ,; \.
.

MEDICAL
JOURNAL SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY 1978

LEADING ARTICLES
Pain and the dissatisfied dead .................. 459 Drug treatment of chronic stable angina
Medical treatment of open-angle glaucoma.... 460 pectoris ........................ 462
Cannabis and the cardiovascular system........ 460 Creutzfeldt-Jakob under control .............. 463
Algodystrophy ................................ 461 All doctors great and small .................... 464

PAPERS AND ORIGINALS
Subarachnoid haemorrhage above the age of 59: Are intracranial investigations justified?

BRIAN V MARTINDALE, JOHN GARFIELD .............................................. 465
Early platelet consumption in pre-eclampsia c W G REDMAN, J BONNAR, L BEILIN .467
Duodenal ulcer and working-class mobility in an African population in South Africa

ISIDOR SEGAL, ALLIE A DUBB, LEONARD OU TIM, A SOLOMON, MANUEL C C G SOTTOMAYOR, ESTHER M ZWANE .469
Coronary heart disease in relation to age, sex, and the menopause R F HELLER, H S JACOBS .472
One drug for epilepsy S D SHORVON, D CHADWICK, A W GALBRAITH, E H REYNOLDS .474
Cellular hyperviscosity as a cause of neurological symptoms in leukaemia

F E PRESTON, R J SOKOL, J S LILLEYMAN, D A WINFIELD, E K BLACKBURN .476
Mycoplasmal (ureaplasma) septic arthritis in hypogammaglobulinaemia

A D B WEBSTER, D TAYLOR-ROBINSON, P M FURR, G L ASHERSON .478
Rheumatoid stricture of oesophagus v JOHN, A J STIRLING, H R MATTHEWS .479
Exercise and insulin absorption from subcutaneous tissue P DANDONA, D HOOKE, J BELL .479
Remission of psoriasis during haemodialysis HAYDN L MUSTON, SERGIO CONCEICAO .480
Effects of naloxone on auditory hallucinations MICHAEL ORR, CATHERINE OPPENHEIMER .481
Mid-trimester septic abortion and Escherichia coli septicaemia in a copper IUCD user R A SPARKS, A T LETCHWORTH.... 481
Diabetes in identical triplets M W MCKEN4DRICK, M G FITZGERALD .................................................... 482
Meclizine in pregnancy in relation to congenital malformations
SAMUEL SHAPIRO, DAVID W KAUFMAN, LYNN ROSENBERG, DENNIS SLONE, RICHARD R MONSON, VICTOR SISKIND, OLLI P HEINONEN.... 483

MEDICAL PRACTICE
Changing pattern in a general practitioner obstetric unit B V LEWIS, R H TIPTON, I M S SLOPER .......................
Dynamic Approach to Adolescence: effect of society's reactions K S PERINPANAYAGAM ..............................
Letter from Chicago: Cold baths of Hercules GEORGE DUNEA ........................................................

Regional secure units and interim security for psychiatric patients ROBERT BLUGLASS. ...............................

Cost of outpatient chemotherapy K C CALMAN, J G MCVIE, M SOUKOP, M RICHARDSON, J DONALD .......................
RAWP and the Oxford Region: Part II-The hub of the problem MICHAEL JEFFRIES ................................
Medicine and Books...........................................................................................
Any Questions? ..................................................................................................
Materia Non Medica-Contributions from JACQUELINE M WALTERS, CHARLES BREDIN, PETER WILLOUGHBY ................
Personal View J A MUIR GRAY. ...................................................................................

484
486
487
489
493
495
497
496
501
502

CORRESPONDENCE-List of Contents .............. 503 OBITUARY ......... - - - "N AT-ORRL,
NEWS AND NOTES
Views .............................................. 516 SUPPLEMENT 7
Medicolegal-Injury before birth ...................... 517 The Week

............
521

Parliament ........................... 517
Medical News-New director of Ciba Foundation . 519 GMSC: Changes to HP gradi . gT.f2
BMA Notices ........... 520 Regional Rides .............. -§44

NO 6111 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1978 VOLUME 1 459-526
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WC1H 9JR.

ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 1 (6111) 459-526 (1978)

WEEKLY. SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK NY

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as on 25 F

ebruary 1978. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 25 FEBRUARY 1978 503

CORRESPONDENCE

Television medicine
P M Bonner; D V I Fairweather, FRCOG;
R W Reid, PHD; W J Elwood, MFCM;
M O'Donnell, MB; D G Delvin, MB; N C
Niven-Jenkins; R H J Kerr-Wilson, MB.... 503

Analgesics, asthma, and prostaglandins
U N Das,MD .......................... 505

X-ray examination of NHS employees
J B Deasy, MB ........................ 505

Heart-rate response to standing as a test
for autonomic neuropathy
W J MacLennan, MD, and A E S Ritch,
MRCP; L Oppenheimer, BA .............. 505

Help for parents after stillbirth
W J H Earl .......................... 505

Antenatal education
C A Thornton, MRCOG, and others...... 506

"Baby and Child"
Penelope Leach, PHD .................. 506

Physical deformity of Richard III
J Potter .............................. 506

Ilio-portal shunt demonstrated during
lung scanning
E P Wraight, PHD, MB .................. 507

Heritability of blood pressure
R W Parnell, FRCP; J H Burn, FRS, MD.... 507

Familial antithrombin III deficiency
0 H B Gyde, MRCPATH, and others; H A
de Haas, FRCS, and others .............. 508

Regional variations in incidence of
urinary stones
D J P Barker, MRCP, and S P B Donnan, FRcs 508

Duration of immunity conferred by
rubella vaccines
D S Freestone, MB, and S K Hasell, PHD.. 508

Papilloedema in patients taking
perhexiline maleate
W P Stephens, MRCP, and others........ 509

Postoperative chest infections
J W Dundee, MD ...................... 509

Lymphocytotoxic antibodies in
spontaneous cytomegalovirus infection
M Jeannet, MD, and H Stalder, MD...... 509

Breast lumps in adolescent girls
R T Burkitt, FRcs; C D Baumber, FRCS .... 509

Bromocriptine-induced mania?
D Vlissides, MD, and others ............ 510

Treatment of normal-weight diabetics
B F Clarke, FRCPED, and I W Campbell,
MRCP . ...... ....... ......510

Choosing an antidepressant
G W Lewis, BSC; C Powell, MRCP ........ 510

Penicillamine: its place in rheumatology
D N Golding, FRCPI .................... 510

Interpretation of amylase clearance in
patients with abnormal creatinine
clearance
A R W Forrest, MRCP, and others........ 510

Stiff-neck syndrome
J Shafar, FRCP ......... ............... 511

Suffocation and sudden infant death
Ann L Jay, MB,DCH .................... 511

Krukenberg's chopsticks
H D W Powell, FRCS ....... ............. 511

Ink caps and alcohol
Lotte Broadhurst-Zingrich, SRN ........ 511

Treatment of hepatic osteomalacia
TCB Stamp, MD ...................... 511

Household products and poisoning
Elspeth G Maclean .................... 512

Glucagon levels and vagotomy
D P Mikhailidis, MB .................... 512

The new Sinbad syndrome
D A Geekie, BPHE ........ .............. 512

General practice expenses .............. 512
Community Medicine Consultative
Committee
P J Heath, MFCM ........ .............. 512

Correspondents are urged to write briefly so that readers may be offered as wide
a selection of letters as possible. So many are being received that the omission
of some is inevitable. Letters must be signed personally by all their authors.

Television medicine

SIR,-Your issue of 11 February contains a
tripartite attack on television's treatment of
medicine (pp 323, 348, and 360).

I know that Dr Robert Reid is writing to
correct factual errors in the anonymous article
"Doctors and television" (p 348), but I must
address myself to the tendentious elements
in your leading article (p 323) because they
are seminal to the regrettable misunderstand-
ings between our professions that actually we
both seek to remedy.

Frankly, to say as you do that "the TV
producer's creed is that the programme must
hold the viewer's attention; if it does not he
will switch off, or over to another channel. In
consequence emphasis is given to human
interest stories . . . and to the most dramatic
of all the consequences of medical decisions"
is about as crass (and about as true) as saying
that "all doctors wish to satisfy their patients,
so they habitually overprescribe."

Doctors are without doubt the most sensitive
to criticism of any profession with which a
television producer has to deal, but you would
do well to analyse where this sensitivity is
justified in defence of social good and where
it is merely a matter of (to use your own term)
amour propre.
The medical profession is indeed so prickly

that producers in the Science and Features
Department of the BBC (whose productions
include Horizon and whose work your corres-
pondents pick out as less discreditable than
current affairs and news treatments) are

understandably increasingly reluctant to tackle
medical subjects. This is certainly not to the
public benefit. The National Health Service
as a whole is better served by £10 000 spent
on effective public health information than
any single C100 000 of cash directly injected
into the Service. As a consequence of this
aggressive stance on the part of the medical
profession more and more of the coverage is
in fact being left to the last-minute topical
programmes of which your correspondents and
their doctor friends complain.

I and my producers are dedicated to
reversing this trend. We want to see a popular
and useful (to patients as well as doctors)
regular medical series on BBC television. We
are responsible. We are aware of the damages
of false hope in patients. We are concerned to
achieve a better standard of national health.

If you are also as concerned you might
consider whether it would be more beneficial
to doctors and patients to allow more space
in your periodical for serious analyses of
broadcasting and medicine. We are constantly
being reminded of how many millions of
people could be affected by an individual
medical programme. Perhaps you, who can
find space each week in Materia Non Medica
for 1500 words or so on motorcycling, ramb-
ling, or doctors' holiday anecdotes, could make
room for a more informed approach to our
mutual problems than, for example, the
Panglossian pomposity of Mr John Garfield's
Personal View (p 360).

To dismiss television as if it is just a branch
of the entertainment industry, as many
doctors do, is to ignore, deliberately or
inadvertently, the large number ofprogrammes
which by anyone's standards are models of
scientific reporting and health education.

PAUL M BONNER
Head of Science and Features,

BBC Television
London W14

***Mr Bonner answers none of our specific
criticisms; but the publication of his letter
shows one important difference between the
press and television-the right of those
criticised to reply.-ED, BMJ.

SIR,-It is regrettable that your special
correspondent and Professor David Weatherall
(11 February, p 348) did not check their facts
before making the statement that the Horizon
feature on thalassaemia "had said not a word
about the high fetal mortality rate associated
with prenatal diagnosis." As the UK obstetri-
cian who participated in this programme, and
as one who is always most particular in getting
facts straight when making any public state-
ment, I took particular care in the programme
to state the risks of the procedure when I was
describing the technique, and in fact the inter-
viewer then asked me why it was that mothers
were prepared to accept the high risk. I have
just rerun the videotape of the programme, so
can quote my exact words: "The risk is to
the pregnancy and to the baby, causing the
baby to die or abortion to occur. The risk as
far as we can judge at present is 10-12%."
I then went on to explain that, as the mothers
who were being tested had a 1-in-4 (25%)
chance of having a thalassaemic infant, and
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