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OBITUARY

L MUIR-SMITH
MRCS, LRCP

Dr L Muir-Smith, who retired from general
practice at Eastbourne in 1965, died on 16
March. He was 89.

Leslie Muir-Smith, the son of a doctor, was
born at Bourton-on-the-Water on 9 March
1888 and educated at Eastbourne College and
Guy's Hospital. While at the college he was
awarded his 1st fifteen rugby football colours.
At Guy's Hospital, where he played for the 2nd
fifteen rugby team, he qualified in 1914 and
then joined in partnership with his father,
who had been practising at Eastbourne since
1892. Soon after the outbreak of the first world
war he volunteered for service in the RAMC
and served in Salonika, reaching the rank of
major. On returning home in 1918 to continue
partnership with his father he found himself
to be suffering from diabetes. At that time
insulin was not available and the prognosis was
considered hopeless. Fortunately Dr Banting
had come from Canada to Guy's Hospital to
set up a diabetic clinic after the isolation of
insulin in 1922. Dr Muir-Smith entered the
clinic, was stabilised on insulin injections, and
afterwards was able to live a busy life in
general practice until his retirement.
He was a founder member of the British

Diabetic Association in 1934. In 1956 he
became a founder member of the Eastbourne
and District Diabetic Club, acting as vice-
chairman up to the time of his death. He
rarely missed one of the meetings, and his
practical advice to fellow sufferers from
diabetes was invaluable. He reckoned he had
given himself over 36 000 injections of insulin
up to March 1973 and had led a normal life
and been a very healthy man. In 1973 he
received the Joslin gold medal as the first
person in Britain to survive 50 years as a
diabetic on insulin. He had a deep interest in
the history of Eastbourne, possessing many
old photographs and rare books about the
town. He gave lectures on the subject, including
one to the Eastbourne Medical Society.

Leslie Muir-Smith will be remembered as a
man of great charm and wit. His colleagues
held him in high esteem. He was a doctor who
always gave unstintingly of his help to all who
sought it in Eastbourne. His wife Kathleen
predeceased him. They had no family and he
is survived by his brother.-AGE.

L P L FIRMAN-EDWARDS
BA, MD, MRCP

Dr Langdon Firman-Edwards, emeritus con-
sultant physician at the Royal Isle of Wight
County Hospital, died suddenly at his home on
26 March. He was 83.
Langdon Percival Lorimer Firman-Edwards

was born at Sydenham in 1893 and educated at
the Whitgift School at Croydon, where he won
a scholarship and was head boy. From there
he went to Trinity College, Cambridge, where

he gained another scholarship. Proceeding to
St Bartholomew's Hospital, he qualified in
1917. He then joined the Royal Navy and
served as a surgeon lieutenant in HMS
Valorous. He was medical officer to a destroyer
flotilla. When the war ended he was posted to
the Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar. On leaving
the Royal Navy he went into general practice
in the West End of London, and then moved
to the Isle of Wight, where he went into
partnership. Dr Firman-Edwards attracted a
large practice and was greatly loved by his
many patients. He was appointed honorary
medical officer to the Royal Isle of Wight
County Hospital and was also naval surgeon
and agent for the island. For many years he
was the island pathologist and carried out all
investigations entirely on his own. He still
found time to write his thesis for the MD,
which he gained in 1930. When the NHS was
formed in 1948 he gave up general practice and
was appointed consultant physician to the Isle
of Wight hospitals. His colleagues were
impressed and delighted when at the age of 57
he gained the membership of the Royal
College of Physicians at the first attempt. Apart
from his busy life he worked hard for the
Church and was also a magistrate. He wrote
and published a religious book entitled the
Road that was Made. He was chairman of the
Isle of Wight Division of the BMA and a
founder member of the Isle of Wight Medical
Club, serving his year as president. Langdon
was an honoured and wise physician, loved
and respected by his many patients and his
colleagues. He is survived by his wife Hilly
and by his daughter.-FH.

R LARIZADEH
MB, BCH, FRCS

Professor R Larizadeh, at one time surgical
registrar at Whipps Cross Hospital, London,
died in Iran on 17 May. He was 42.
Reza Larizadeh was born on 28 August

1934. After high school education in England
he studied at the University of Wales and took
the Conjoint diploma in 1958 and the FRCS
in 1962. He held appointments at Cardiff,
Sheffield Royal Infirmary, and Whipps Cross
Hospital until 1967, when he returned to Iran
and joined the staff of the National University
of Iran. Rapid promotion followed with his
appointment as associate professor of surgery
and member of the council of the faculty of
medicine in 1969. Further promotion came as

senior deputy surgeon at Jorjani Medical
Centre in 1970, and with the opening in 1973
of the new Loghmandolleh Medical Centre of
the National University of Iran he was

appointed surgeon in charge of one of the
units. In 1975 he was appointed professor of
surgery and a year later chief of service of the
surgical unit at Loghmandolleh Medical
Centre. Professor Larizadeh's tragic death, at
the height of his career, has been a great loss
to his colleagues and students. He is survived
by his wife and young daughter.-CP.

E C LEWIS
MB, BS, FRCS

Mr E C Lewis, consultant orthopaedic surgeon
to the Croydon group of hospitals, died
suddenly on 22 April. He was 47.

Eric Cyril Lewis was born at Hull and
educated at Beverley Grammar School. He

studied medicine
at Charing Cross
Hospital and grad-
uated in 1953.
Surgical appoint-
ments followed at
Plymouth and
Wolverhampton
and medical ser-
vice with the

_. ---armed Forces in
Kenya. He re-
turned to his old
teaching hospital

I as senior ortho-
paedic registrar

and made a special study of neonatal ortho-
paedics, including an extended survey of
congenital dislocation of the hip. He took the
FRCS in 1962. He joined the Croydon group
of hospitals as consultant 11 years ago and
immediately threw himself into the life of the
local medical community. He took part in the
planning of the orthopaedic and accident
services at Croydon. His closest colleagues
were quick to recognise and appreciate this
and were grateful that he assumed so much
of the neccessary burden of administration.
He was especially interested in the rehabilita-
tion unit at Queen's Hospital, in the rheuma-
toid unit at Croydon General, and in the
subject of surgery of the hand. He was a
member of the Association of Hand Surgeons.
As a BMA man Eric was our strongest

member on the hospital side, had served at the
ARM, and was due to assume the chairman-
ship of the division next month. His great con-
tribution was matched by his very taxing duties
on the area medical committee, the manage-
ment team, and the medical executive com-
mittee. All who served with him, laymen
and medical, have nothing but praise for his
distinguished service. Typical of his
perspicacity and foresight was his keen
advocacy of the appointment of a consultant
surgeon for the casualty and accident services
at Croydon. He could be persuasive in debate
without recourse to any polemics, which
would have been utterly foreign to his natural
kindliness and good humour. As a consequence
he made no enemies but only friends on both
sides of the table. He was a prodigious
worker, but, in the words of a colleague, he
was a man who always found time to listen and
to give attention to the other man's viewpoint.
Among his many friends Eric was happiest
with the Croydon Mariners, where his talents
as a yachtsman were matched by his high
reputation in the galley; but the centre of his
life was his family. He is survived by his wife
Pauline and by his three daughters, the eldest
of whom is studying medicine.-DHC.
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