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PARLIAMENT

Questions in the Commons

Family planning

Mr Roland Moyle made a statement about
NHS family planning services in a written
answer on 5 April. He said, "Expansion of
family planning services remains a priority for
the National Health Service. Expenditure on
them in England and Wales in 1976/7 and
1977-8 is estimated to be about £38 million
and £45 million respectively, at November
1976 pay and price levels. The proportion of
principal general medical practitioners provid-
ing these services was 940% at 1 January 1977.
By the end of 1976, all 98 area health authorities
were providing direct family planning services,
all agency services having been taken over, and
81 had implemented the agreement to include
sterilisation for men and women in these
services.

GPs' incomes

In a written answer on 6 April Mr Roland
Moyle gave the average gross income and
average net income for general medical
practitioners in Great Britain since 1972.

Average
gross
income Average

(inclusive net
of all income

practice
expenses)

1972-3 .9005 5430
1973-4 .9695 5700
1974-5 .10 955 6250
1975-6* (provisional) 14 575 8730
1976-7* (estimated) 16 160 8965

*These figures include payments under the contraceptive
services scheme which started in July 1975.

MEDICAL NEWS

New look at NHS research

In its evidence to the Royal Commission on
the NHS the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine has criticised the fact that
most health services research in the NHS is
financed by the DHSS. There ought, it
argues, to be an alternative source of funds
because the "virtual monopoly of self-scrutiny
cannot assure independent and objective
evaluation ofDHSS policies or NHS practice."
It recommends that a substantial proportion of
DHSS research funds should be transferred to
the University Grants Committee. Another
criticism is that several Government depart-
ments are concerned with health-related
policies. So the school suggests a comprehen-
sive review at national and local level as a first
step towards better mechanisms for collabora-
tion, co-ordination, and control.

Further advice to doctors and nurses on
vaccination

Doctors and nurses in the UK are being
reminded by the Health Departments of the

importance of maintaining the vaccination
programme and of the precautions which have
been recommended by the Joint Committee on
Vaccination and Immunisation. Health
authorities are being asked to notify significant
changes in vaccination acceptance rates
promptly and doctors are reminded to pay
particular attention to the need to report to the
Committee on Safety of Medicines any
complications that they consider might have
arisen from vaccination. The letter to doctors
and nurses is accompanied by the detailed
advice prepared by the joint committee.

Cinderella service?

A working party of the Conservative
Women's National Advisory Committee has
concluded that NHS reorganisation has led to
low nursing morale. One of the criticisms in its
report was the lack of decision making in high
places; day-to-day decisions had been taken
away from the matron and given to committees
which often had a high proportion of lay
administrators. The report, The 'Cinderella'
Service? is based on evidence from nurses and
their professional organisations and among its
36 recommendations are the removal of one
administrative tier, a greater concentration on
nursing and patient care with a corresponding
reduction in paperwork and administrative
detail, and some form of compulsory training
for nursing auxiliaries and nursing assistants.

Patient participation

A national patients' committees organisation
may emerge after the first annual meeting of
patients' committees at the Friends' Meeting
House, Hampton Road, Redland, Bristol 6, on
Saturday, 14 May. The conference is open to
patients' organisations, doctors, and other
members of primary care teams, social workers,
members of community health councils, and
other people interested. Further details can be
obtained from the secretary, Primary Care
Unit, Health Centre, High Street, Aberdare,
Mid Glamorgan (tel Aberdare 4616/7).

Human milk

Studies in different parts of Britain have
shown that human milk does not vary much
from one part to another except in the
concentration of fluoride and iodide. Studies
were carried out in Birmingham, Bristol,
Cardiff, Edinburgh, and Newcastle upon Tyne.
The concentration of fluoride was particularly
low in Cardiff and high in Newcastle. The
lowest concentration of iodide was in milk
from Birmingham and Cardiff and the highest
at Edinburgh.-The Composition of Mature
Human Milk, Report of a Working Party of the
Committee on Medical Aspects of Food
Policy (London, HMSO, £1-10 net).

BMA NOTICES

Diary of Central Meetings
APRIL

27 Wed Consulting Pathologists Group Committee,
10 am.

27 Wed Finance and General Purposes Committee,
10 am.

27 Wed Consulting Pathologists Group, 2 pm.

27 Wed Scottish Hospital Junior Staff Coommittee
(9 Lynedoch Crescent, Glasgow G3 6EL),
2 pm.

28 thurs Hospital Junior Staff Committee, 10 am.
29 Fri Annual Conference of Honorary Secretaries,

10 am.

MAY

5 Thurs Central Committee for Hospital Medical
Services, 10 am.

6 Fri Central Committee for Community Medi-
cine, 10 am.

Division Meetings to be Held
Members proposing to attend meetings marked * are
asked to notify in advance the honorary secretary
concerned.

Barking and Havering-At Heybridge Moat
House, Friday, 29 April, 7.30 for 8 pm, annual dinner
dance. *
Buckinghamshire-At Stoke Mandeville Hospital,

Friday, 29 April, 8 pm, agm, 8.30 pm, open meeting on
"Has the BMA failed you ?"
Burton upon Trent and district-At Stanhope

Arms Hotel, Tuesday, 26 April, 7.15 for 7.30 pm, agm
and dinner.*
Greenwich-At Greenwich District Hospital, Wed-

nesday, 27 April, agm.
Holland/Lincs-At Pilgrim Hospital, Boston, Satur-

day, 30 April, 7.30 pm, agm.
Lambeth and Southwark-At Guy's Hospital,

Wednesday, 27 April, 6.30 pm, meeting to formulate
motions for ARM.
North-west Regional Council-At Postgraduate

Medical Centre, Preston, Wednesday, 27 April, 8 pm,
general meeting, 8.15 pm, agm.
Nottingham-At City Hospital, Friday, 29 April,

8.30 pm, Nigel Colley Memorial lecture by Professor
J C Smith: "The reform of the law of sexual offences."*
Peterborough-At Peterborough District Hospital,

Wednesday, 27 April, 8 pm, agm.
Sheffield-At New Medical School, Wednesday, 27

April, 7.30 for 8 pm, Mr Richard Snailham: "Down the
Blue Nile in boats."
Southampton and South-west Hampshire-At

Southampton General Hospital, Wednesday, 27 April,
8 pm, agm and lecture by Mr H H Langston: "Three
years a surgeon in Iraq."

South-east Essex-At Southend Hospital, Wed-
nesday, 27 April, 8 pm, ordinary divisional meeting.

South-east Kent-At Top Rank Club, Ashford,
Wednesday, 27 April, 8 pm, ordinary meeting followed
by dinner, guest speaker Mr Barry O'Donnell.* (Guests
are invited.)
South Tees-At Marton Hotel and Country Club,

Thursday, 28 April, 7.30 for 8 pm, annual chairman's
ladies' night.* (Guests are invited.)
Woking and Chertsey-At St Peter's Hospital,

Chertsey, Wednesday, 27 April, 8.30 pm, agm.
Trafford-At Portofino Hotel, Altrincham, Monday,

25 April, 8 pm, business meeting.

Corrections

Sex-related differences among 100 patients
with alcoholic liver disease
We regret that an error occurred in this paper by
Dr Marsha Y Morgan and Dr Sheila Sherlock
(9 April, p 939). In the patients and methods
section, paragraph 2, "above 100 g of ethanol per
kg body weight per day" should have read "in
excess of 100 g per day."

Notice to authors
When original articles and letters for publication
are not submitted exclusively to the British Medical
J7ournal this must be stated. For detailed instruc-
tions to authors see page 6 of the issue dated
1 January 1977.
Correspondence on editorial business should be

addressed to the Editor, British Medical J7ournal,
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H
9JR. Telephone: 01-387 4499. Telegrams:
Aitiology, London WC1. Communications will not
be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed
postcard or an international reply coupon is
enclosed.

Authors wanting reprints of their articles should
notify the Publishing Manager, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, WC1H 9JR, on receipt of proofs.
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