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professional organisation, and he wanted the RCN to become a
visibly strong body dealing with matters of importance to its
members.

Registration or not

The congress ended its debate on trade unions on the following
resolution proposed by the Shrewsbury Branch: "That this
meeting of the RCN Representative Body requests Council to
consider ways and means whereby the labour relations entity of
the RCN might be registered as a trade union." The proposer
said that as Lord McCarthy was soon to advise the Secretary of
State on his review of the workings of the Whitley Council
machinery the RCN should be prepared for any eventuality.
Most speakers opposed the resolution and from Birmingham

Mr G Hemmings thought that if the RCN registered the TUC
might not accept it as an affiliated union. But Mr S Obcarskas,
also from the West Midlands, thought the college ought to face
reality. If the RCN registered as a union the profession's unity
would be promoted and nurses would not become less pro-
fessional. But his plea failed to convince the congress that a
policy change was desirable and the resolution was lost.

Legislation on private practice
BMA's letter to the new Prime Minister

The secretary designate, Dr E Grey- Turner, sent the following letter
to the Prime Minister, Mr James Callaghan, on 6 April.

The Council of the British Medical Association have asked me
to offer you their warm congratulations on your appointment as
Prime Minister, and also to appeal for your understanding in
a matter with which we were in discussion with your predecessor,
namely, the intention of the Government to legislate for the
separation of private practice from National Health Service
hospitals.

Very briefly, this policy is regarded by the British Medical
Association and by all the other leading medical and dental
organisations in this country as mistaken and harmful to the
National Health Service. Despite this, the Government is
pressing ahead with the preparation of legislation with a haste
which allows no time for the full consultation with the medical
profession and others which was offered in the proposals of 15
December 1975, and which is essential for proper consideration
of the many complicated issues that are involved. This attitude
is destroying the remaining good will of doctors and dentists who
work the National Health Service.

I have been asked by the Council of the Association to urge
you most sincerely, as our new Prime Minister, to take a fresh
initiative in this matter. Even if the Government feels that it
must proceed with this legislation, more time must be allowed
for the discussion of the details of a policy which, quite apart
from its other ill effects, will (if implemented in full) make a
fundamental alteration in the terms upon which the medical and
dental professions entered the National Health Service in 1948.
We noted in your television broadcast last night your statement

that "in a free country like ours, as far as possible our government
must be carried on by consent": but I have to tell you that the
Government's policy on the private sector in NHS hospitals
does not at present enjoy the consent of any of the responsible
organisations representing the medical and dental professions.
I cannot emphasise too strongly how important my Council feel
it is that you should give a new lead in this matter.

Executive Committee of Council

This report was prepared by the BMA Secretariat.

Royal Commission on the NHS

The Executive Committee of the Council held its regular
monthly meeting on 24 March, a week before the spring meeting
of the Council. The Chairman of Council reported that he had
met the recently appointed Chairman of the Royal Commission
on the NHS, Sir Alec Merrison, and they had discussed the
possible timing of the commission's programme for the taking
of evidence. The committee regretted that the other members of
the commission had still not been appointed despite the fact that
the Government's decision to set it up had been announced
nearly six months before. Nevertheless, the committee felt no
time should be lost in proceeding with the preparation of the
Association's evidence and it decided to recommend the Council
to appoint a special working party to act as a steering committee
in this major task which will, undoubtedly, constitute one of the
most important features of the Association's activities in recent
years.

Separation of private practice from the NHS

In the light of a report of developments since the special
meeting of Council on 25 February (6 March, p 599) the
committee felt it was important to make clear once again to the
profession and to the public the unequivocal opposition of the
Association to the proposed Government Bill-expected before
Easter-and to reiterate the measures being taken in implemen-
tation of the policy laid down by the Representative Body that
such legislation must be resisted by all possible means. Accord-
ingly, arrangements were immediately put in hand for the issue
with the April BMA News Review of a statement reaffirming the
Association's policy and reminding doctors of the steps they can
take themselves in support of the action the Council is taking
centrally. This statement was published in the BMJ of 3 April
(p 848). Doctors should by now have also received copies of the
propaganda being distributed by the Campaign for Indepen-
dence in Medicine, with which the BMA is directly associated.

Relationship with the HCSA

The Chairman of the CCHMS reported with regret the
rejection by the Council of the Hospital Consultants and
Specialists Association of the proposals in a joint memorandum
prepared by the BMA and HCSA secretariats as a basis for
formal discussion between representatives ofthe two Associations
on their future relationship. The Executive Committee endorsed
the suggestion that the correspondence and joint memorandum
should be reported in full to the BMA Council and should be
published with appropriate comment by the Chairman of the
CCHMS (3 April, p 850).

Correction
Meeting of Council: Gold Medal

At the meeting of Council on 31 March Dr Derek Stevenson
was awarded the Gold Medal of the Association. We reported in
error (10 April, p 915), that the Council would make a recom-
mendation to the Representative Body.
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