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We must make further attempts to solve this locum problem
both from an availability and a cost point of view.

Representing Rural Doctors

This is something else the Rural Practices Subcommittee is
examining-even the subcommittee is affected by the problem
because few single-handed doctors can stand for election because
of the uncertainty of attending meetings. It was this lack of
representation-among other things-that led to a national
meeting of rural doctors in 1967, where their views on rural
practice were aired in forthright terms.

I hope that the committee is representative now-the
G.M.S. Committee has certainly done its best to make it so.

Any rural practitioner should feel free to write to his L.M.C. or
to his area representative on the Rural Practices Subcommittee
(Scotland has its own committee, chaired by Dr. R. S. C.
Fergusson). They are all experienced practitioners, and I
promise we will consider carefully any criticisms or proposals.
My aim is to travel round as much as possible to meet my rural
colleagues, but I, too, suffer from the same handicaps as most
in leaving my practice. But I will do my best.

I should not leave you with the impression that country
practice is all complaints; there are compensations. We look
after fairly stable communities and escape some of the pressures
of urban living. Vocational training is flourishing despite the
difficulties of finding accommodation and this is an encouraging
omen for the future. I'd be quite happy to make the same choice
again and I shall fight at the Elephant and Castle for the well-
being of rural practice.

B.M.A. Seeks Meeting with
Prime Minister
The B.M.A.'s Joint Evidence Commiee met
.on 6 January to consider, it said, "the very
serious position of doctors' pay whidh bas

Corrections
Extraordinary General Meeting

In line two of the notice of the Extraordinary
General Meeting published on 28 December 1974
(p. 777) the words "on Thursday, 27 February
1975," should have been inserted after the letters
"WCIH 9JP,".

B.M.A. Peripheral Reorganization

Owing to a printer's error in the revisions to the
B.M.A. peripheral reorganization schedules pub-
lished on 21 December (p. 728) the Kingston/
Richmond N.H.S. District was incorrectly
bracketed with East Surrey and part of Mid-
Surrey-the N.H.S. area covered by the new
B.M.A East Surrey Division. The details of the
new B.M.A. Kingston and Richmond Division
are as below:

been confirmed by the Review Body's latest
report." It unanimously decided to recom-
mend to its constituent committees that an
early meeting should be sought with the
Prime Minister. Meanwhile, the Committee
has agreed that, because of particular prob-
lems in general practice and "the urgent
need for their clarification," representatives
of the General Medical Services Commnittee
should seek an early meeting with the
Secretary of State for Social Services.

Junior Staff Protest
The Chairman of the Negotiating Sub-
comnittee of the B.M.A.'s Hospital Junior
Staffs Group Council, Dr. D. E. F. Newton,
held a press conference on 2 January, at
whidh the following prepared statement was
issued.
"The Hospital Junior Staffs Group

Council received on 31 December 1974 a
letter from Mrs. Castle in reply to their
request for a firm agreement in writing to

ratify the agreement made verbally with her
officials on 11 September.

"She has agreed to meet junior repre-
sentatives but will as yet give no firm date.

"Tihe Hospital Junior Staffs negotiators
wish to meet Mrs. Castle personally on or
before 8 January 1975 to settle the matter
of a 40-hour week for junior doctors, and its
date of implementation. If they fail to reach
an agreement then, -or if Mrs. Castle de-
clines to meet them, junior doctors will be
advised to apply sanctions in their own right.

"This will be in addition to the co-
operation that they have already pledged
for consultants."
The Group Council's letter to Mrs. Castle

about the verbal agreement was published
in the B.M.7. of 28 December (p. 790).

After the press conference Mrs. Castle
agreed to meet representatives of the H.J.S.
Group Council on 8 January. Dr. R. A. G.
Brown, Chairman of the Group Council,
will be attending, accompanied by Dr.
Newton and the chairmen of the Welsh and
Scottish Group Councils, Drs. A. M.
Mander and J. A. Ford.

Definition of Area of
Area Health Authority Name of New Division by reference to Definition of Area of Division by reference to new local

B.M.A. Diviaion N.H.S. district(s) covered authority districts (or as stated)

8.SOUT WEST THAMES REGION
Kingston and Richmond A.H.A. Kingston and Richmond f Kingston/Richmond (i) London Borough of Kingston upon Thames.

Mid-Surrey (part) (ii) London Borough of Richmond (excluding Barnes, Mortlake,
Palewell, East Sheen, Heathfield, Whitton, Central, East,
West and South Twickenham, Teddington and Hampton
Hill Wards).

(iii) part Elmbridge (East and West Molesey, Long Ditton,
Thames Ditton, Esher, Claygate, Hinchley Wood, Cobham,
Stoke, and Oxshott Wards); part Mole Valley; Epsom and
Ewen.

Association Notices

Diary of Central Meetings
JANUARY

15 Wed. Finance Committee, 2 p.m.
15 Wed. Hospitals Subcommittee (G.M.S.), 2 p.m.
15 Wed. Statutes and Regulations Subcommittee (G.M.S.), 2.30 p.m.
16 Thurs. Central Committee for Hospital Services, 10 a.m.
16 Thurs. General Purposes Sub-Committee (G.M.S.), 10.30 a.m.
16 Thurs. Organizaton Committee, 11 a.m.
20 Mon. Negotiatng Subcommittee (C.C.H.M.S.), 11 a.m.
21 Tues. Joint Consultants Committee (at Royal College of Surgeons,

Lincolns Inn Fields, London W.C.2), 9.30 a.m.
22 Wed. Council, 10 am.

23 Thurs. Central Committee for Hospital Medical Services, 10 a.m.
23 Thurs. General Medical Services Committee (Wales), (at Hotel

Commodore, Llandrindod Wells), 2.15 p.m.
27 Mon. Panel on Gaps in Medical Research (Board of Science and

Education), 2.15 p.m.
29 Wed. Scottish Committee for Community Medicine (at 7 Drums-

heugh Gardens, Edinburgh), 10.45 a.m.
30 Thurs. Practice Premises and Organization Subcommittee (G.M.S.),

10. a.m.

FBRUARY
1 Sat. Welsh Council (at 195 Newport Road, Cardiff), 10.30 a.m.
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