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OBITUARY NOTICES

W. L. MASON
F.R.C.S.ED.

Mr. M. L. Mason, orthopaedic surgeon to
the Forest Group of Hospitals, died on 29
January. He was 56.
Mark Leon Mason was born on 24

October .1915 and educated at St. Bartho-
lomew's Hospital,

-: 3 where he quali-
fied with the
Conjoint diploma
in 1939. After
holding junior
h o u s e appoint-
ments he joined
the Royal Air
Force in April
1941 and served
in North Africa
and Burma,
where he was re-
sponsible for
organizing sur-

gical teams and had considerable experi-
ence of traumatic surgery, including the
acute surgery of field casualties. Demobilized
with the rank of squadron leader, he served
as orthopaedic registrar at the Royal Victoria
Hospital, Bournemouth, and as registrar and
senior registrar at the West London Hospi-
tal, Hammersmith, and in the orthopaedic de-
partment of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for
Children. In 1949 he took the F.R.C.S.Ed.
and became senior registrar in ortho-
paedics in South-east Kent, attending hos-
pitals in Canterbury and the Isle of Thanet
groups. Appointed orthopaedic surgeon to
the Forest Group of Hospitals in November
1956, he worked at Whipps Cross, Con-
naught, and Chingford Hospitals. He wrote
several papers on orthopaedic surgery and
was a highly reputed teacher on Fellowship
courses.

In Mark Mason everything of the best was
harmonized. His much admired professional
ability was set in absolute modesty and his
devotion to the needs of his colleagues and
patients was total. His courtesy was unvary-
ing and touched its most admirable in kind-
ness in the presence of a fearful patient.
Mark Mason loved life and all its good
things, and not least his garden, which in its
orderly and discriminating planting and
pleasant fancy reflected much of the man he
was. He worked uncomplaining to the very
end of his last illness, which he contained
with quiet irony, dignity, and courage. A
devoted family man, he is survived by his
wife and three children.-F.J.H.

H. W. EDDISON
M.D., D.P.M.

Dr. H. W. Eddison, assistant psychiatrist
at Meanwood Park Hospital, Leeds, died on
5 February. He was 78.
Herbert Wilfred Eddison was born on 4

May 1893 and educated at Cambridge
University and Guy's Hospital. Qualifying

with the Conjoint diploma in 1917, he took
the D.P.M. in 1923, graduated M.B., B.Ch.
in 1925, and proceeded M.D. in 1929. He
had a life-long career in psychiatry,
working as assistant medical officer for the
London County Council Mental Hospital at
Banstead and as medical superintendent of
Wonford Hospital, Exeter. Before his retire-
ment he was assistant psychiatrist at Clifton
Hospital, York. Continuing to work in the
N.H.S. during the last ten years of his life,
he was assistant psychiatrist at Meanwood
Park Hospital, Leeds, until illness overtook
him and he had a major operation. In spite
of gradually failing health he insisted on
fulfilling his clinical commitments for as
long as he was able.

Dr. Eddison had a number of interests, in-
cluding philately and Hellenism, which he
pursued with the same expertise as he
brought to his professional pursuits. He won
the affection and respect of his colleagues and
the staff of the hospital. Kind, quiet, modest,
conscientious, his contribution to the well-
being of the mentally handicapped patients
he tended will long be remembered by all
who knew him.
He is survived by his wife.-D.A.S.

Brigadier Q. V. B. WALLACE
C.B.E., M.C.,-M.B., B.CH., B.A.O.,
R.A.M.C.(RET.)

Brigadier Q. V. B. Wallace died suddenly in
the South of France on 7 January. He
was 81.

Quentin Vaughan Brooke Wallace was
born on 6 January 1891 and educated at
Cheltenham and Trinity College, Dublin,
where he graduated in medicine in 1914.
In October of that year, as a lieutenant
R.A.M.C. in the Special Reserve he was
mobilized for full-time service. In 1918,
having been granted a permanent com-
mission, he was promoted to captain. There-
after he was promoted major in 1926,
lieutenant-colonel in 1938, colonel in 1944,
and, having been an acting brigadier since
1942, was granted the rank of honorary
brigadier on his retirement in 1948.

During the first world war he served in
France as regimental medical officer to the
7th Battalion Border Regiment and from
1917 as medical officer 10 Battalion Tank
Corps. He was invalided home in 1917 and
again in 1918. He had been mentioned in
dispatches in 1916 and later was awarded the
Military Cross.

After the war he served mainly in India,
Gibraltar, and Egypt. In 1927 he qualified
as a specialist gynaecologist and was em-
ployed in that speciality until shortly before
the second world war, when he took com-
mand of the British Military Hospital,
Khartoum. During the second world war he
was A.D.M.S. 7 Armoured Division and
commanding officer of the 9th General
Hospital in North Africa and D.D.M.S. 1
Corps in North-west Europe. In January
1945 he returned to the United Kingdom

and was D.D.M.S. London District until his
retirement. In 1941 he was appointed O.B.E.
in recognition of his distinguished service in
the Middle East and in 1945 promoted
C.B.E. Later that year he was mentioned in
dispatches.
As a young man he was a keen sportsman

and took part in a variety of activities,
hockey, cricket, shooting, and tennis being
among his favourites. All through his life
he was fascinated by any game of chance and
when the opportunity arose could be found
in a casino at Monte Carlo, Le Touquet, or
London. At race meetings he was a well-
known and popular personality. His early
years were spent in his home by Lough Eske,
County Donegal, and he developed remark-
ably acute powers of observation in all
aspects of country life. An entertaining and
instructive companion, he was endowed with
a great sense of humour and was devastating
in repartee. He won many friends and never
forgot those among them to whom fate had
been less kind, and he will be missed by
many whose lives were brightened by a
visit or a letter. Although a man with many
and varied interests, his personal life was
dominated by his devotion to his home and
his family.
He is survived by his wife and son.

-W.E.T.

G. MONASTERIO
M.D.

Professor G. Monasterio, professor of clinical
medicine at the University of Pisa, died on
15 January. He was 68.

Gabriele Monasterio was born in 1903 and
graduated from the University of Genoa in
1927. In 1932 he moved to Pisa and was
appointed to the chair of the Institute of
Systematic Medicine in 1948 and to the chair
of clinical medicine in 1955. With over 220
publications to his name Monasterio was
justly considered the founding father of the
specialty of nephrology in Italy. He was the
author of a textbook of modern renal disease
in Italy, but of his many papers he was
most proud of those in which he demon-
strated a specific tubular lesion in simple
renal glycosuria. Professor Monasterio could
forsee from an early stage the importance
rad:o-isotope techniques would have in the
investigation of medical problems. He de-
voted much time and energy to encouraging
these investigations in his institute. The In-
stitute of Clinical Physiology, built and
equipped by the Cons:glio Nationale delle
Ricerche within the precincts of the Uni-
versity of Pisa, remains a last ng monu-
ment to his foresight and energy.
Although not a much-travelled man,

Professor Monasterio was conscious from an
early date of the need to renovate post-war
Italian medicine with contacts abroad, and
especially with Anglo-Saxon medicine. Many
of his assistants, four of whom occupy chairs
of medicine, spent periods of time in Britain
and in the U.S.A. and have established
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relations of mutual friendship and respect.
In 1963 he was host in Pisa to the Harveian
Society, but unfortunately ill health pre-
vented him from being presernt at the re-
turn visit in London the year after. An
austere man of the highest personal integrity
and devotion to medicine, his last years were
saddened by the tragic death of his wife in
a car accident. They had no children.
-E.M.

C. E. PALMER
M.D.

Dr. C. E. Palmer, an international authority
on the epidemiology of tuberculosis, died at
his home at Rochester, Minnesota, U.S.A.,
on 8 January. He was 68.

Carroll Edwards Palmer was bom at Fair-
mont, Minnesota, on 3 November 1903 and
educated at Hamline University, where he
graduated in medicine in 1925. He pro-
ceeded M.D. in 1928 and obtained the Ph.D.
in 1929, both from the University of
Minnesota, and then taught biostatistics at
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and
Public Health. In 1936 he joined the U.S.
Public Health Service as director of re-
search in child hygiene. From 1942 until his
retirement in 1967 he directed the tuber-
culosis research programme of the service.
He also served from 1949 to 1955 as chief
of the Tuberculosis Research Office of
W.H.O., with headquarters in Copenhagen.
In 1967 he became professor of biostatistics
and epidemiology at the school of public
health in the University of Califomia,
Berkeley, and last year joined the staff of the
department of biostatistics and epidemiology
at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester.

Dr. Palmer and his colleagues developed
the D.M.F. (decayed, missing, filled) index,
now a standard measure of dental caries in
children. His research on skin sensitivity and
pulmonary calcification proved that histoplas-
mosis was a common infection, and in the
1950's he showed that endemic infection
with usually benign mycobacteria served as
a natural vaccination against virulent tuber-
culosis. In 1957 he was awarded the Weber-
Parkes prize by the Royal College of
Physicians of London and later the Trudeau
medal by the National Tuberculosis Associa-
tion.
He is survived by his wife, daughter, and

son, who is also a doctor.-W.F.

B. B. YODH
F.R.C.P., D.T.M.&H.

Dr. B. B. Yodh, consultant physician to Sir
J. J. Hospital, Bombay, died on 31 October.

Bhaskar Balvantrao Yodh was educated at
Ahmedabad, Baroda; the Grant Medical Col-
lege, Bombay; and the London Hospital and
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine. He graduated M.B., B.S. at Bom-
bay in 1921, qualified with the Conjoint dip-
loma in 1923, and took the M.R.C.P. and the
D.T.M.&H. the following year. Dr. Yodh
began his teaching career as a member of
the pathology staff at Seth G.S. Medical
College, Bombay, and from 1927 to 1953
was honorary physician to Sir. J. J. Hospi-
tal and teacher in medicine at Grant Medical
College. From 1953 until his death he was
consultant physician and professor emeritus
to those institutions. He was a founder Fel-
low of the Indian Academy of Medical

Sciences, and in 1962 was elected F.R.C.P.
One of the pioneers in clinical research

at Bombay, he worked on many problems of
tropical medicine. At Bombay University he
was a member of the senate for more than
15 years and dean of the medical faculty.
He also contributed to medical education at
Baroda University.

Joint honorary secretary of the Bombay
Branch of the B.M.A. from 1926 to 1940,
he was also president of the Bombay Branch
and later the Bombay Territory of the Indian
Medical Association, and secretary and presi-
dent of the Association of Physicians of
India. He was secretary of the Tuberculosis
Association of Bombay and Maharashtra and
president of the Society for Relief of Crip-
pled Children. In 1966 he was elected presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Bombay.
He is survived by his wife, two daughters,

and two sons, one of whom is a neurosur-
geon.-M.J.S.

J. J. LAYTON
M.B., B.S., B.D.S., M.R.C.PATH.,
D.M.J.(PATH.)

Dr. J. J. Layton, lecturer in forensic medi-
cine at London Hospital medical college, died
suddenly on 24 January. He was 34.

John Julian Layton was born at Sutton
on 2 April 1937 and after qualifying in
dentistry from University College Hospital
dental school in 1960 he became dental house
surgeon at St. George's Hospital, London.
To fulfil his ambition of becoming a medico-
legal specialist he then studied medicine at
the London Hospital medical college, gradu-
ating in 1965 and taking the Conjoint dip-
loma the following year. He completed his
preregistration in the City Hospital, Notting-
ham, and also began his initial training in
pathology. Returning to London, he was ap-
pointed lecturer in forensic medicine at Lon-
don Hospital medical college, and in spite
of a heavy work load found time to study
for and pass the D.M.J.(Path.) in 1970 and
the M.R.C.Path., which he took only a few
weeks before his tragic death.

Julian Layton was a man of integrity,
character, and honesty who would undoubt-
edly have succeeded in his chosen speciality.
One of the most congenial and likeable men
one could wish to know, his wide circle of
friends will miss him greatly.
He is survived by his wife and three

young children.-J.M.C.

L. H. H. BOYS
M.B., B.S.

Dr. L. H. H. Boys, formerly in general
practice at Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, died
on 30 December at Aldeburgh, Suffolk. He
was 91.

Leonard Herbert Henry Boys was born on
25 October 1880. In 1899 while at Epsom
he was awarded the Freer Lucas scholarship
to Middlesex Hospital, where he graduated
in 1904. One of his house appointments was
that of house physician to Sir James
Kingston Fowler, and he was also the last
house surgeon to Sir Henry Morris. He
played cricket and rugger for the hospital
and in 1903-4 was captain of the United
Hospitals hockey eleven.

In 1905 he went into practice at Woodhall
Spa and remained there for 50 years. He was
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much loved by his patients and was ack-
nowledged as an excellent diagnostician. This
half-century of service was interrupted only
by the first world war, during which he
served as a captain in the R.A.M.C. in
France and Italy from 1914 until he was
wounded in 1918. In 1955 he retired to
Aldeburgh.
He is survived by his wife and two

sons.-A.G.B.

E. A. BISSON
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

Dr. E. A. Bisson, formerly in general prac-
tice in Guernsey, died there on 24 January.
He was 62.

Eric Albert Bisson, whose father was a
doctor, was born in Guernsey on 9 Decem-
ber 1909 and educated at Elizabeth College
and the London Hospital, where he qualified
in 1934. After house jobs he joined his
father and quickly helped to expand the
Guernsey practice. In 1940 he and his im-
mediate family left the island and he joined
the R.N.V.R., serving as a surgeon
lieutenant. During the Normandy landings
he operated on the wounded almost con-
tinuously for several days. In the summer of
1945 he returned to Guernsey and rejoined
the practice. The German occupation had
caused a significant deterioration in the
health of the island people and there was
much cold surgery waiting to be done and
many patients with tuberculosis needing
treatment. These tasks he and his colleagues
tackled energetically. From 1934 until his
retirement in 1963 he was a member of the
staff of Princess Elizabeth Hospital. He was
chairman of the Guernsey and Alderney
Division of the B.M.A. from 1946 to 1947.

"Doctor Eric", as he was called through-
out the island, spoke fluent French and the
local patois, which endeared him particularly
to the people of the country parishes.
Slim, well dressed, and in his maturity
distinguished in appearance, he carried out
his work in the Victorian tradition. His
manner with patients was formal and pre-
dominantly authoritarian, and he inspired
confidence and respect. He operated quietly,
efficiently, and effectively within a known
repertory, and his patients did well. His
main hobby was boating and he was skilled
in woodwork.

His first wife died in 1969. He is survived
by his second wife and by his son and
daughter.-M.H.S.B.

W. H. C. ROMANIS
M.CHIR., F.R.C.S., F.R.S.E.

G.V.J. writes: As a former house surgeon
of the late Mr. W. H. C. Romanis (obituary,
5 February, p. 382) may I add a brief
tribute to his surgical skill? To see him
amputate a leg or remove a prostate with
legendary speed and efficiency was an educa-
tion in itself. Moreover, his calmness in the
operating theatre at times of crisis was ex-
emplary. Once when faced with a devastating
haemorrhage he turned to the watching stu-
dents, saying, "Take a good look, gentlemen;
you may never see this again," but almost
before the sentence was finished the bleeding
was arrested and the crisis was past. His
ward rounds were a revelation of surgical
knowledge and spontaneous wit, with every
moment utilized to the full.
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