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BOOK REVIEWS

Medicine in the SecondHalf of the Seventeenth Century
The Road to Medical Enlightenment 1650-
1695. Lester S. King. (Pp. 209; 70s.) Mac-
donald. 1970.

Trevor-Roper has called the period from
1660 to 1800 "the Age of Enlightenment."
Throughout this time progress in medicine
was continuous, but there were, as Dr. King
shows, several alterations in course. He has
therefore divided the period into four parts,
and for the purpose of this study has con-
fined his attention to the important but
perhaps less well-known years of 1650-95.

It was, as the title of the book implies,
the preamble to modern medicine, and was
characterized by several competing currents
of thought and practice. Although Harvey's
work was accepted by many, Galenism was
not yet dead, while for those concemed with
clinical investigation and therapeutics the
efforts of the early chemists had done little
more than offer hope for the future. It was
the age of Willis, Sydenham, and Boyle;
Hoffman, Boerhaave, and Leeuwenhoek were
young men. In England bright ideas on
medical care had emerged with the Com-
monwealth but soon afterwards there had
been that further national upheaval, the

Restoration. The founding of the Royal
Society in 1660 did something to provide a
cloak of respectability for a body of men
who were viewed with suspicion in an intel-
lectual hierarchy largely dominated by
clerics.

In this broad study of medical develop-
ment the author is not concerned with land-
marks and discoveries, but rather with the
"first principles" of medicine as derived
from those of the various better-understood
branches of science. He considers the effects
of sociological and cultural factors on
medical thought against the important
background of contemporary philosophy. His
appraisal of the practitioners and theore-
ticians of this epoch-of whom he has
selected a representative few-is founded on
first-hand knowledge of their writings;
indeed in many instances he has gone back
to the original editions and translated anew.
Biographical details are succinct but ade-
quate, so that the pages consist largely of
the paraphrased views of the writers with
the author's comments and carefully bal-
anced criticisms. Conflicting views are put
into perspective and the general theme is
presented with commendable clarity in a

sequence which makes for enjoyable reading.
For example, it is Dr. King's insight into

the mind of Riverius of Montpellier (1589-
1655) which helps the reader to appreciate
the different outlook of the 17th century
physician, who thought and practised in a
world of ignorance, widespread superstition,
and primitive means of communication. As a
contrast to Riverius there are sections on
Van Helmot, the rebel against traditional
teachings; Robert Boyle, who by experimen-
tal methods influenced the course of medi-
cine; and Franciscus de le Boi (Sylvius),
the chemically-orientated physician who
brought fame to Leiden. Sydenham is natu-
rallv included, attention being drawn to his
failure to take an interest in the Oxford group
of men who became the Royal Society. A
selection of less well-known figures who
displayed "widely differing degrees of criti-
cal methodology, of clear thinking, of
prejudices, of gullibility, of faith" consist of
Digby, Nedham ("a splendid example of
correct conclusion and incorrect premises"),
Twysden, Glanvill, Stubbe, and Hooke.

W. H. MCMENEMEY

Bedside Observation
Physical Diagnosis in Cardiovascular
Disease. Edited by Charles K. Friedberg,
M.D. (Pp. 362 + vi; illustrated; $13.75).
New York & London: Grune & Stratton
1969.

Bedside examiation of the cardiovascular
system went through a period of neglect in
the late 1940s after cardiac catheterization
and angiocardiography were invented. I
remember in Stockholm at that time
the whole process of diagnosis had become
automated, the patient being approached
only for taking a brief history and the
application of instruments. Later on, the
distinguished Boston radiologist Dr. M. C.

Sosman displayed a stethoscope in a show-
case in his department with a legend
describing it as an obsolete instrument used
in the diagnosis of heart disease before the
introduction of the chest radiograph. Sos-
man would say this perhaps with tongue-in-
cheek because he worked almost within
earshot of Dr. Samuel Levine at the Peter
Bent Brigham Hospital, who at the time
was preoccupied with the physical signs of
heart disease and was a prodigious writer
on the value of bedside diagnosis. Many of
his discoveries, reinforced and refined by his
disciple Dr. Proctor Harvey and by the
passage of time, are set out in this com-
pendium compiled by Dr. Charles K. Fried-
berg.

Dr. Friedberg was stimulated to re-

print the present collection of articles by
the enthusiastic response they attracted after
appearing in a symposium in Progress in
Cardiovascular Diseases. Each of the 18
articles is the work of persons particularly
interested in the subject. In general, they
followed their brief faithfully, centering
their comments on the signs elicited by eye,
hand, and ear, then amplifying and explain-
ing them by graphic recordings. The editor
has achieved his object of producing a
volume which will never go out of date.
The text is above criticism, but the cost in
this country, close on £6 for 362 pages, is
somewhat steep.

WALTER SOMERVILLE

Front-line Medicine
Medi Emergencies, Diagnosis and Man-
agement. R. 0). Robinson. M.R.C.P. (Pp.
216; 25s.) Heinemann. 1970.

Manuals of warfare are almost inevitably
written by senior officers far-removed from
the world of the front-line soldier. A similar
situation exists for medical textbooks. It is
particularly exciting therefore to read a
manual for the diagnosis and treatment of
medical emergencies published when the
author is only four years qualified. What

comes through clearly on almost every page
is the conviction that the author knows
what he is talking about because he is writ-
ing about his everyday work.

All the common and some less common
emergency situations likely to be met by
the house physician and medical registrar
are dealt with logically and sincty.
As expected acute renal failure and
hyperglycaemic coma and the rest are here,
but the section on the uncontrolled and
potentially hostile patient and the notes on
central venous pressure are unexpected and
valuable additions. Inevitably the style is

terse and didactic in places with little room
for explanation, and readers will find partic-
ular details of diagnosis or treatment with
which they disagree. The suggestions for
further reading are well chosen. Up-to-date
reviews, monographs, and papers are gener-
ally preferred and some of our most famous
and traditional textbooks fail to make the
list.

Dr. Robinson is to be congratulated on a
remarkable achievement as are the pub-
lishers in producing it in such a sensible
format-limp cloth covers and a shape that
really does slip into the pocket-and at a
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reasonable price. The book is said to be for
house physicians, who should certainly buy
it, as might their registrars. Consultant
physicians should read it if only to discover
what is being done in their names. It is to
be hoped that they will agree with the
assertion made in the introduction that a11

good consultants prefer to be woken for
help at 3 a.m. than to have their juniors
ploughing on making the situation worse.

Unfortunately the very reasons for this
book's success could produce future
problems. It is right up to the minute at
the time of publication but the rate of

change in the management of medicad emer-
gencies is such that updating will be neces-
sary relatively soon. By then the author
will, quite rightly, have been promoted
away from the front-line.

M. J. CHAMBERLAIN

Study on Brucellosis
Immunological Methods in Brucelos
Research. Part I, "In vitro" Procedures. By
A. Olitski. (Pp. 249 + ix; 144s.) S. Karger.

Brucellosis, until recently a neglected
disease in research, presents special
problems to the clinician, the veterinarian,
and the experimental pathologist. Study of
the immunological response to Brucella
holds the key to some of these problems.
For instance, chronic brucellosis in man was
scarcely recognized and certainly not diag-
nosed until methods for the detection of
non-agglutinating antibody were devised.

The capacity of Brucella to survive in the
cell after phagocytosis reduces the efficiency
of host resistance in brucellosis and makes
therapeutic eradication of the disease
especially difficult.

Dr. Olitski's book is the first half of a
survey of immunological studies in
brucellosis, of which there have been an in-
creasing number in recent years. This
volume deals with in vitro studies, and a
later volume will discuss in vivo problems.
Dr. Olitski has amassed an enormous
amount of literature on bruceUla antigens
and the serology of brucellosis and therefore
his book is a very complete summary of
work in this field. However, it is a pity that

he has chosen to present his data in so
impersonal and unselective a manner. He
has elected simply to summariz the facts of
one paper after another, almost without
comment or evaluation, so that it is impossi-
ble from reading this text for the non-
expert to pick out the really major contribu-
tions in this field from those which have
simply filled in the gaps.
The "catalogue" style makes for dull

reading, although for anyone wanting a
ready reference to the brucellosis literature
Dr. Olitski's book will probably be essential
for some time to come.

P. C. WILKINSON

Blood Illustrated
Atlas of Haematology. 3rd edn. George A.
McDonald, M.R.C.Path. et al. (Pp. 226;
llOs.) E. & S. Livingstone. 1970.

The purpose of this book is to provide "a
series of illustrations to complement stan-
dard works." Most of the illustrations port-
ray cells from blood and marrow reproduced
at a standard magnification of 1200 times.
The first, and major, section of the book is
devoted to such cells and there are a few
reproductions of histological sections of mar-
row, spleen, and liver as well. There are

five smaller sections. Those dealing with
phase-contrast studies of living ceUls and the
appearances of cells with the stereoscan
electron microscope are necessarily in black
and white; the section on blood parasites
includes the usual water-colour plates of the
malarial cycles together with colour photo-
micrographs of malarial and other para-
sites; a section on tumours of lymphoid tis-
sues and neoplasms shows sections of lymph
nodes and appearances of neoplastic cells in
marrow smears; and finally, some artefacts
are illustrated.
The first edition of this book impressed

everyone by the high standard of the photo-

micrography and the impressive reproduc-
tion of fine detail; this third edition is just
as good; nuclear detail in blast-type cells is
exceptionally difficult to reproduce with real
diarity and the illustrations in this book are
as good as possible without involving the
production in great expense. It is a notable
feat to have produced such a volume at so
reasonable a price. All haematology and
pathology departments will wish to have this
third edition available for reference, some-
where near the working bench.

M. C. G. ISRAELS

BOOKS RECEIVED
Books noticed here may be reviewed later

Advances in Steroid Biochemistry and Phar-
macology. Vol. 2. Ed. M. H. Briggs. (Pp. 479;
140s.) Academic Press. 1970.

Neurological Urology: Physiology of Micturition,
Its Neurological Disorders and Sequelae. E.
Bors, M.D., and A. E. Comarr, M.D. (Pp. 454;
180s.) S. Karger. 1971.

The Theory and Practice of Mentad Health
Consultation. Gerald Caplan, M.D., D.P.M.
(Pp. 397; 65s.) Tavistock Publications. 1970.

Perspectives in Personal Constrct Theoy.
Ed. D. Bannister. (Pp. 273; 80s.) Academic
Press. 1970.

Esentials of Clinical Endocrinology. Norman
G. Schneeberg, M.D. (Pp. 449; 202s.) Henry
Kimpton. 1970.

The Face in Genetic Disorden. Richard M.
Goodman, M.D., and Robert J. Gorlin, D.D.S.,
M.S. (Pp. 169; 171s.) Henry Kimpton. 1970.

Selected Writings of Sir Arthur Hut (1879-
1944). Ed. Thomas Hunt, F.R.C.P. (Pp. 218;
40s.) British Society of Gastroenterology. 1970.

Cavalry Surgeon: The Recollections of Deputy
Surgeon-General John Henry Sylvester, F.G.S.
Ed. A. McKenzie Annand. (Pp. 336; 70s.) Mac-
millan. 1971.

Medical Schools for the Modern World. Ed.
John Z. Bowers. (Pp. 257; 86s.) Johns Hopkins
Press. 1970.

MiFaine: Evolution of a Common Disorder.
Oliver W. Sacks. (Pp. 298; 50s.) Faber &
Faber. 1971.

Postural Drainage and Respiratory ControL
E. Winifred Thacker. (Pp. 70; 20s.) Lloyd-
Luke. 1971.

Catapres in Hypertension. Ed. Matthew E.
Connolly, M.R.C.P. (Pp. 245; 70s.) Butterworths.
1970.

Organ Transplants. Catharine Lyons. (Pp. 142;
90p.) S.C.M. Press. 1971.

The Biology of Large RNA Viruses. Ed. R. D.
Barry and B. W. J. Mahy. (Pp. 736; 200s.)
Academic Press. 1970.

A Companion to Medical Studies. Ed. R. Pass-
more and J. S. Robson. (Pp. 36.14; 120s.)
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1970.

The World of Learliing 1970-71. Europa Publi-
cations Ltd. (Pp. 1,868; £10.50.) 1971.

Perception and its Disorders. Ed. David A.
Hamburg, M.D., Karl H. Pribram, M.D., Albert
J. Stunkard, M.D. (Pp. 405; 200s.) E. & S.
Livingstone. 1970.

Energy Metabolism in Trauma. Ed. Ruth Porter
and Julie Knight. (Pp. 202; 50s.) J. & A.
Churchill. 1970.

Infection Control in the Hospita. American
Hospital Association. (Pp. 154; $4.00) 1970.

Professions and Professionalization. Ed. J. A.
Jackson. (Pp. 226; 60s.) Cambridge University
Press. 1971.

Abortion in a Changing World. Ed. Robert E.
Hall, M.D. (Pp. 220; 90s.) Columbia University
Press. 1970.

European Standards for Drinking-Water. 2nd
edn. (Pp. 58; 8s.) World Health Organization.
1970.

Immune Complex Diseases. Proceedings of the
International Symposium. Ed. L. Bonomo and
J. L. Turk. (Pp. 178; No price.) Carlo Erba
Foundation. 1970.

La Chimiotherapie. Michel Privat de Garilhe.
(Pp. 125; No price.) Presses Universitaires de
France. 1970.

Microcirculation et Hemorhegologie. A. Larcan
and J. -F. Stoltz. (Pp. 274; 130F.) Masson et
Cie. 1971.

Histopatholgie Gynecologique. Jean de Brux.
(Pp. 426; 195F.) Masson et Cie. 1971.

Production des Rayons X. Yves Duriez. (Pp.
158; 18F.) Masson et Cie. 1971.

M6decine et Biochimle. Alfred Gajdos. (Pp. 420;
IIOF.) Masson et Cie. 1971.
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