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be useful to psychiatric registrars and law
students, and of interest to any who work
in this field.

IAN MCDONALD.

Pancreatic Disease
Pancreatitis. By T. T. White, M.D. (Pp.
214 +ix; illustrated. 80s.) London:
Edward Arnold. 1966.

The author of this monograph has had a long-
standing interest in pancreatic disease, which
is clearly shown in the excellent and succinct
text. In addition to relying solely on his
own experience, however, Dr. White has
collated the experience of many other simi-
larly interested clinicians, chief among whom
is Professor Pierre Mallet-Guy, who has
studied the largest series of patients with
pancreatitis in Europe.

While the first two-fifths of the monograph
is concerned with the anatomy, physiology,
and experimental production of pancreatitis,
in the initial chapter a suggested classification
of pancreatitis, based mainly on clinical
features, is given. This may go far to enable
two clinicians from different parts of the
world to compare their experience with this
condition, or rather series of conditions, which
hitherto have meant different things to
different men. The remaining three-fifths of
the book is devoted to the clinical aspects of
pancreatitis. All are agreed that the diag-
nosis and management often constitute a
difficult problem, especially so far as therapy
is concerned-both immediate and long-term.
The advice and guidance offered in the last
three chapters are clear and should prove
acceptable to most.

If the monograph has a fault, this lies in
the rather small size of the line drawings-
something no doubt both author and publisher
are acutely aware of. The references are
very adequate without being exhaustive. The
book should prove a help to any medical man
dealing with intra-abdominal disease.

GEORGE SMITH.

Survey of Computer
Technique

The Principles of Medical Computing. By
Thomas R. Taylor, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.P.
Glasg., M.R.C.P.Ed., D.P.M. (Pp. 154+ix;
illustrated. 35s.) Oxford: Blackwell. 1967.

Most readers of this book will be disappointed.
Far from being, as the title indicates, a clear
statement of basic principles which might act
as a useful guide through the dense under-
growth of technicalities of the computer
jungle, this book is a lightweight account of
work described in one or other of the 200-odd
references which constitute the bibliography.
It sadly exhibits all the fragmentation of the
" information explosion " to which it refers,
but little of the understanding which explains
why and how a few very powerful basic prin-
ciples are able to reach out into so many
diverse applications so fruitfully. A cursory
survey of computer technique and its initial
applications to medicine is what the book in
fact provides ; whether the style and presenta-
tion are adequate to induct the neophyte let

alone retain his interest can be seriously
doubted.
The content is divided into 16 chapters

with an average length of less than seven
pages each. A " Short History of Com-
puters " chapter covers two and a half pages;
a chapter on " Hospital Management" fits
into less than four pages. The " meatier "

chapters are predictably those on medical
records, the clinical laboratory, data-prepara-
tion, and input/output units, but owing to
their breadth of subject they are pretty lean
in most places. The coding and accuracy
problems are aired, which is proper, but the
basic principle that computability is directly
related to classifiability could have been more
explicit. The aspect is specially tied up with
medical diagnosis, of course-the application
of computers to which the author deals with
in another chapter-but in seven pages it is
necessarily confined to a very brief review of
the probability, multivariate, and taxonomic
attempts at the problem. Uncritically, Bayes
theorem, according to fashion, is given special
mention, but wrongly so in the context of
the computer-assisted diagnosis of non-toxic
goitre, where in fact it was not the method
that produced the best results.

L. C. PAYNE.

Speech Handicap
Speech Handicapped School Children. 3rd
edition. Edited by Wendell Johnson and
Dorothy Moeller. (Pp. 562+ xiv. No price
given.) New York: Harper & Row. 1967.

Professor Wendell Johnson's department of
the University of Iowa has enlisted members
of the staff to secure a third edition of a
textbook which is popular in the U.S.A. It
should be useful to school teachers, school
medical officers, and speech therapists.

Its basic philosophy is that speech is
essentially a matter of communication. The
child with a speech handicap needs some-
thing more than speech therapy, and needs
to be helped to live with a problem. Good
advice includes the following: respect him
as a speaker; it is more important for him
to want to talk to you than to sound correct.

ALAN MONCRIEFF.

Immigrants and
Public Health

Public Health Aspects of Immigration.
By J. F. Skone, M.D., D.P.H., F.R.S.H.
(Pp. 32. 2s. 6d.) London: National Com-
mittee for Commonwealth Immigrants.
1968.

Dr. Skone's booklet is based on one of a
series of talks on " Immigrants to Britain,"
and is intended for informed lay readers. It
is published by the National Committee for
Commonwealth Immigrants, and, as would
be expected, it emphasizes the positive contri-
butions that Commonwealth immigrants have
made to the health and welfare services of
this country. The subject is put into his-
torical perspective, and a great deal of useful
statistical information has been compressed
into a very short space. Apart from the data
pertaining to Bristol, most of the figures are
from Government publications, but there is
also an impressive bibliography.

It is a pity that Dr. Skone has not com-
pared the local experience of Bristol with that

of other parts of this country. Nevertheless,
his description of the work done in Bristol
is informative and gives a reassuring account
of a local authority methodically dealing with
the health problems created by immigration.

This booklet is interesting and liberal in
its approach, but parts of it are necessarily
sketchy because of its limited size.

F. N. BAMFORD.

New Gray's
Gray's Anatomy. Descriptive and Applied.
34th edition. Edited by D. V. Davies,
D.Sc.(Lond.), M.A.(Cantab.), M.B., B.S.,
F.R.C.S. With the assistance of R. E.
Coupland, M.D., Ph.D., F.R.S.E. (Pp. 1669
+ xv; illustrated. £8.) London: Long-
mans. 1967.

This is now the 34th edition of Gray's
Anatomy, and, despite all newcomers, this
book still remains the outstanding textbook
of anatomy in English. A reviewer should
read the whole book; however, I hope I
will be forgiven for having read only parts.
Since the publication of the last edition in
1962, Professor F. Davies (of Sheffield) has
died, and in his place Professor D. V. Davies
has recruited the assistance of Professor R. E.
Coupland.
The book consists of 1,669 pages contain-

ing 1,305 illustrations, of which 596 are in
colour, and there are 63 radiographs. The
histology section has been revised with
increased reference to electronmicroscopy;
other sections revised are those on the cranial
nerves, the autonomic nervous system, the
teeth, the ductless glands, the organs of the
senses, the skin, and splanchnology; an inno-
vation is a series of very well produced lymph-
angiograms. The only criticism of this excel-
lent book is of the layout. The reviewer is
of the opinion that the time is right for some
reorganization of the headings. The main
headings should be in the largest type and
subsidiary headings in smaller type, and so
on. Although in some places this scheme
obtains, it is not universal.

This book is too detailed for thorough
reading by the medical student, but it is, and
will remain, an excellent reference book
for both undergraduate and postgraduate
students.

W. J. HAMILTON.

Horrors of War in
Mesopotamia

Surgery on Trestles. A Saga of Suffering
and Triumph. By R. Campbell Begg,
M.C., M.D., F.R.C.S. (Pp. 259+xii; illus-
trated. £1 Ss. Norwich: Jarrold. 1967.

A spate of books on the 1914-18 war has
recently appeared. On radio and television
the horrors of the Franco-Belgian front, on
which the youth of three nations was blasted
out of existence, is our daily fare, but that
ultimate of insensate military adventures-
Mesopotamia-is almost forgotten. Yet the
casualties there were proportionately higher
than elsewhere. Whole divisions advanced
over muddy dead-flat plains against well-
entrenched machine-gun positions without
preliminary artillery bombardment, and were
mown down like rabbits ; the climate alter-


