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whatsoever manner such a fund be organised, I shall be happy to sub-
scribe to it. I am, dear sir, yours very truly,

ROBERT BARNES.
Joseph Rogers, M.D., President of the Poor-law Medical

Officers' Association.
*.* Dr. Sarvis, of 135 Bethnal Green Road, has undertaken to

receive subscriptions.
VACANCIES.

AUCHTERARDER, Perthshire-Parochial Medical Officer.
BICESTER UNION, Oxfordshire-Medical Officer for the Heyford District.
BRACADALE, Skye- Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator.
BRAINTREE UNION, Essex-Medical Officer for the Finchingfield District.
DOLGELLY UNION, Merionethshire-Medical Officer for the Dolgelly District.
KIRKMICHAEL, Dumfriesshire-Parochial Medical Officer.
LOGIE, Clackmannanshire- Parochial Medical Officer.
NARBERTH UNION, Pembrokeshire-Medical Officer for District No. 3.
NORTHLEAcH UNION, Gloucestershire-Medical Officer for the First Division

of District No. 3.
PRESCOTT UNION, Lancashire-Medical Officer for the Woolton District.
RERRICK, Kirkcudbrightshire-Parochial Medical Officer.
ST. OLAVE UNION-Two Dispensers.
SUDBURY UNION, Suffolk-Medical Officer for the Sudbury or No. x District.
THORNBURy UNION, Gloucestershire-Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator

for the Almondsbury District.
TRINITY, Gask, Perthshire-Parochial Medical Officer.
UPPER STRATHEARN COMIBINATION POOR-HOUSE- Medical Officer.
WAKEFIELD UNION, Yorkshire-Medical Officers for the Chevet, Sandal-

Magna, and Walton Districts.
WEST DERBY UNION, Lanicashire-Medical Officer for the Childwall District.
WOODSTOCK UNION-Medical Officer for the Deddington No. 2 District.

THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICE OF
IRELAND.

PAYMENT FOR LUNACY CERTIFICATES.
WE understand that Sir Dominic Corrigan is about to introduce a Bill
on behalf of the Poor-law Medical Officers' Association of Ireland, for
the purpose of obtaining payment for these gentlemen in all cases in
which they may be called upon to examine alleged dangerous lunatics.
It is a great hardship, that they should be expected to give skilled labour
without "fee or reward". Such imposition of gratuitous duty in the
case of the members of any other profession than the medical, would
not for a moment be even dreamt of. This anomalous condition of
affairs, however, we regret to say, is owing, in a very great mea-
sure, to the disunion and apathy that exist amongst us. The Dan-
gerous Lunatics Bill should have been opposed at the outset ; but no
one appears to have known anything about it until it became an esta-
blished fact. Now, however, that the medical profession has a cham-
pion such as Sir Dominic Corrigan in the House of Commons, and
an energetic body of men such as the Poor-law Medical Officers' Asso-
ciation looking out for any measure that may affect their branch of
the profession, we may hope that this state of things will improve. A
good omen is afforded in the Lunacy Regulation Bill (Ireland) ; and it
furnishes conclusive evidence that unanimity and energy constitute the
real and, we may add, the only road to success. With regard to the Bill
about to be introduced for the payment of medical officers in cases of
dangerous lunacy, of course one of the principal considerations will be
the probable amount to be paid and whence it may be derived. We
understand that the latter is not yet settled, several schemes having
been brought forward; but with regard to the amount, we can give a
very close approximation as to what it will be annually, by referring to
the Poor-law Comnsissioners' Report since the introduction of this Act.
The average number of dangerous lunatics examined by the dispensary
doctors during each of the last four years has been close upon IOOO. If
they received one gtuinea for each lunatic, IOOO guineas per annum for
the whole of Ireland would not be a very extravagant sum to pay for
such troublesome, responsible, and dangerous, duties. The Chairman
of the Queen's County alone gets /9oo a year for twenty-eight days'
work ; and why should the hardworked and ill-paid dispensary doctor
alone not receive any remuneration for his skilled labour? Of these
1000 dangerous lunatics, 200 are annually examined by the medical
officers of one Dublin dispensary, thus leaving but 800 for the other
dispensaries in Ireland; and as the total number of dispensaries is close
upon Soo, there will be an average of one dangerous lunatic to every
dispensary medical officer in Ireland. Now this at first sight may
appear to be a very trifling thing; but it must be borne in mind
that this one lunatic may involve the doctor who certified as to
his lunacy in litigation, which may cause a pecuniary loss to -the
amount of several years' salary. We therefore draw particular attention
to this subject, and trust that every Poor-law medical officer in Ireland
will place himself in communication with the parliamentary representa-

tive of his co, nty and press upon him the necessity of supporting this
Bill ; it is important to remember that the principle that medical men
should be paid as well the members of other professions, for their time
and services rendered is at stake, and that an opportunity is now
offered of remedying a special grievance of our profession, which has
been too often, in fact almost invariably, overlooked. When this Bill
is brought forward-and we have reason to believe that no time will be
lost in its introduction into Parliament-the Poor-law medical officers
of Ireland may rely upon the hearty co-operation of the British Medical
Association.

RESIDENT MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENTS LUNATIC
ASYLUMS (IRELAND).

WE understand that the Irish medical superintendents of the district
lunatic asylums are about to form themselves into a branch of the
Poor-law Medical Officers' Association, whereby their representative
will be a member of the Council of that body. As they number but
twenty-three, no doubt they will gain additional strength by joining
the medical officers, who number IooO; and if we may draw a conclu-
sion from the energy displayed by that body in regard to Lord O'Hagan's
Bill, we think that they will have no cause to regret this step.

VACANCIES.
BAILIEBOROUGH UNION, co. Cavan-Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator

for the Shercock Dispensary District.
BOYLE UNION-Medical Officer, Public Vaccinator, and Registrar of Births,

etc., for the Gurteen Dispensary District.
CROOM UNION, co. Limerick- Medical Officer for the Workhouse; Medical

Officer, Public Vaccinator, and Registrar of Births, etc., for the Croom Dis-
pensary District.

KILRUSH UNION, co. Clare-Medical Officer for the Kilrush Dispensary Dis-
trict, and the Workhouse and Fever Hospital,

WATERFORD UNION-Medical Officer, Public Vaccinator, and Registrar of
Births, etc., for the Kilmeaden Dispensary District.

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY.
HOUSE OF COMALONS.- Tuesday, May 2nd.

VACCINATION.-Mr. T. Chambers asked the Secretary of State for
the Home Department whether his attention had been called to the
fact that the medical officer of the Privy Council had stated his opinion,
in evidence before the Vaccination Committee, that the penalties of
the Compulsory Vaccination Act were too severe, and that a nominal
penalty first, and, in case of neglect, one penalty of twenty shillings,
was all that ought to be enforced ; and whether, in consequence of that
opinion, the Home Secretary had given instructions to magistrates to
refrain from inflicting repeated fines or imprisonment on successive pro-
secutions for the neglect of vaccination in the same case where parents
had a conscientious objection to the practice. Mr. Bruce said the com-
mittee referred to was still sitting, and had not reported. He had not
heard that any such expression of opinion had been given by the medi-
cal officer, and he rather had reason to believe that it had not ; but,
however this might be, he should not interfere with magistrates in re-
gard to the administration of an Act of Parliament on the mere opin-
ion of a medical officer.
VACCINATION RETURNS.-In answer to Mr. Jacob Bright, Mr.

Bruce said that the Registrar-General, at his own instance and for the
public information, obtained returns of the proportions of vaccinated
and unvaccinated persons who died of small-pox in the metropolis;
but after two months' experience he discovered that the returns were
inaccurate and incomplete, and he, therefore, of his own authority dis-
continued the publication of them. With respect to the vaccinated
there was no evidence of the completeness of the vaccination, and,
further, the returns would be misleading unless something like the pro -
portion of vaccinated to unvaccinated persons could be ascertained.

OBITUARY.
JOHN FAWCETT, EsQ., SLIGO.

WIIH extreme regret we (Sligo Zuidependent) announce the demise of
John Fawcett, Esq., head surgeon of the Sligo Rifles. The deceased
was an experienced, skilful, and humane professional man, of kind and
amiable character. He was much respected in Sligo, nearly every shop
having shutters up, and a large number of persons attending at his
funeral. He was buried with military honours, the band and staff of
the Sligo Rifles attending, with a detachment of the 98th Regiment.
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