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already a useful drug such as " drazine "
(phenoxypropazine) has been withdrawn
because its use was said to have caused fatal
hepatitis. Few people would demand that
gastrectomy or prostatectomy be banned on
the grounds that these operations have a
distinct mortality, because the operations are
generally done only in cases of real need.
Clearly a doctor should know the exact indica-
tions and contraindications for giving a drug,
and its possible side-effects and dangers.
Only then will he be in a position to decide
rationally what drug to prescribe.

Dr. Blair has set out to provide this
information for general practitioners and
specialists. Unfortunately he gets lost on the
way. There are surprising mistakes, such as
the information about controlled trials on
page 14, and much that is irrelevant. Practi-
tioners seeking practical advice about a drug
do not want to know how anaesthetized rats
or dingo dogs react to it, but how human
beings do and to what dosage. It just is
not true that " librium " (chlordiazepoxide)
is non-addictive; any drug that reduces ten-
sion is apt to cause addiction in a pre-
disposed individual. The dangers, which are
occasionally fatal, of allergic reactions after
taking meprobamate are not emphasized, and
there is no mention of the occasional psychotic
reaction that follows the use of " disipal "

(orphenadrine). Dr. Blair does not quote the
evidence for his statements that jaundice is
more likely to occur when chlorpromazine or
monoamine-oxidase inhibitors are given to
patients who have had jaundice in the past
(though I agree that one obviously needs to
be more cautious for common-sense reasons
in such patients). There are far too many
unsubstantiated statements in this book. The
chapter on endocrine hormones might well
have been replaced by one concentrating
on the common psychiatric reactions to
hypothyroidism following the treatment of
thyrotoxicosis, to steroid therapy, and a
down-to-earth description of menopausal,
pre-menstrual, and puerperal problems and
their treatment. And surely few people
believe that " thyroid is probably worthy of
trial in many cases " of schizophrenia.

This is not a book to pick up if you want
to find out about a drug in a hurry.

PETER DALLY.

Management of
Haemophilia

Management of Haemophilia. By C. B.
Kerr. (Pp. 129. No price quoted.) Sydney,
Australia: Australasian Medical Publishing
Co. 1963.

This monograph records the many clinical
manifestations, the diagnostic problems, and
the methods of management of 132 patients
with haemophilia seen in Sydney during the
period 1942 to 1961. The first three chapters
review the physiological basis of the disease,
its clinical features and diagnosis, and the
principles of management. The fourth chap-
ter is an account of the author's personal
experience in treating 70 patients with
haemophilia who were studied in detail during
the period 1959 to mid-1961. Only patients
with classical haemophilia (A.H.F., A.H.G.,
or factor VIII deficiency) and Christmas
disease (P.T.C. or factor IX deficiency) arc

included. The incidence of haemophilia in
Australia has been estimated at 1 per 10,000
males.
The cases described illustrate both the

medical and the surgical management of the
disease. A number of the patients underwent
major surgery-for example, removal of sub-
dural haematoma, lung resection, gastrectomy,
nephrectomy, amputations, and arthrodeses.
These operations were done under cover of
plasma and blood without the use of con-
centrates. Though concentrates would have
been better in controlling haemostasis in
many of these cases it is remarkable how
much could be achieved with the judicious
use only of plasma and blood.
The last chapter, on the management of

social and individual problems, is particularly
good and emphasizes the importance of the
environmental and psychological factors in
the proper care of these patients.
The author has performed a useful func-

tion in recording his experience of this large
group, and the information should be of
interest and value to those concerned with
the management of haemophilia.

P. BARKHAN.

Human Development
Medical Embryology. By Jan Langman,
M.D., Ph.D. (Pp. 335 ; illustrated. 70s.)
Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1963.

" The aim of this book " (to quote the author)
" is to give the future doctor a concise, well-
illustrated presentation of the essential facts
of human development, clarifying the gross
anatomical features without omitting the
recent advances or changing concepts in the
basic sciences." Professor Langman has thus
attempted to answer the very difficult question
of just how much embryology a medical
student should know on which to build his
later clinical learning and to understand the
many developmental abnormalities. The
basic facts of most of the currently accepted
views in human embryology have been set
down in a workmanlike way, and if the
student can acquire a good visual image of the
processes then he will be adequately armed
at a gross morphological level for his clinical
forays.

All the illustrations in this book are line-
drawings by an excellent artist, but in some
places such a technique lacks impact, and
half-tone-and even colour when dealing, for
instance, with the circulatory system-would
be valuable. In places the diagrams provided
will be quite meaningless to a student trying
to find his way around-for instance, Fig. 24,
Chapter 10, is so diagrammatic that it does
nothing to clarify the text and would com-
pletely confuse a student trying to follow
the process in the embryo. A good supply of
references is given at the end of each chapter,
but some are ill chosen. For instance, work
is quoted dealing with the development of
the coverings of the testis and cord (Refer-
ence No. 22, Chapter 10) as a reference for
the role of the gubernaculum testis as a
supposed contractile structure in testicular
descent, but no mention of this work is made
in an outdated report on the development
of these coverings.

Histological and functional aspects of
development are hardly mentioned, even in

such structures as the pituitary and gonads.
Hence an otherwise good chapter on con-
genital malformations and their causes gives
only passing mention to one reproductive
hormone (progestin), and this is a field where
at least some answers are available on the
whys and wherefores of teratogenesis.

Professor Langman has thus produced a
book that achieves what he set out to do in
a satisfactory way, but without the distinction
that would give it the edge over its estab-
lished rivals.

K. M. BACKHOUSE.

Russian Radiobiology
Effects of Ionizing Radiation on the Nervous
System. By A. V. Lebedinskiy and Z. N.
Nakhil'nitskaya. (Pp. 211 +vi ; illustrated.
70s.) Amsterdam, London, New York:
Elsevier. 1963.
Effects of Ionizing Radiation on the Diges-
tive System. By I. T. Kurstin. (Pp. 326
+ vi; illustrated. 90s.) Amsterdam, London,
New York : Elsevier. 1963.

Few research workers in Western countries
are able to use the extensive literature on
various biological and medical subjects in the
Russian language. Translations of recent
Russian monographs are therefore of par-
ticular value as we get some indication from
them of the type and quality of the work
being done. Both these books are essentially
extensive reviews by scientists with practical
experience in the field about which they are
writing. They are too detailed and too tech-
nical for the general medical reader, but as
the main emphasis throughout is on Russian
work they will be very valuable to those
radiation workers who have a keen interest
in the effects of radiation on the nervous
system and the gastro-intestinal tract. The
translations read smoothly but there are no
indications of the dates when the monographs
were written or translated. There is one
reference in Kurstin's book to a paper pub-
lished in 1961, otherwise the latest references
are dated 1960.
The volume on the nervous system is

divided into two parts. The shorter is about
the effects of ionizing radiation on the sensory
organs, with effects on the eye being con-
sidered in most detail. The second and
longer part is concerned with effects on the
peripheral nerves and the autonomic and
central nervous systems. Alterations in
cortical function are given great emphasis
and there are fully documented sections on
radiation changes in conditioned reflexes and
E.E.G.s. Many different types of alteration
in nervous activity are reported, and it is
difficult, as the authors admit, to find any
convincing pattern among the very diverse
findings. About half the book on the diges-
tive system describes changes in the various
secretions and secretory processes of the
alimentary tract. Gastro-intestinal move-
ments, morphological changes, and reflex
mechanisms are also considered. Unfortun-
ately in both books most of the experimental
work is noted without comment, but when
comments are made they are invariably
interesting and enlightening.
The most interesting aspect of both books

is the way in which they illustrate the
different outlook and orientation of Russian
radiobiology. In Western literature graphs
and tables would, wherever possible, repre-
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sent means, but the data presented in these
Russian volumes nearly always concern
changes in individual animals. Both books
illustrate the special Russian approach which
makes every effort to relate any changes
following irradiation to radiation damage to
the nervous system. Perhaps the most
striking example concerns the mucosa of the
gastro-intestinal tract. Ifn the West the
degenerative changes are universally accepted
as being primarily due to the action of the
ionizing radiation on the cells themselves, but
Kurstin considers that degeneration of the
nucleus and cytoplasm may be due to impair-
ment of the " trophic function" of the
nervous system.

E. V. HULSE.

Neurosurgery
Principles of Neurological Surgery. By
Loyal Davis, M.D., M.S., Ph.D., D.Sc.,
F.A.C.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.S.(Edin.), and
Richard A. Davis, M.D., M.S., F.A.C.S.
(Pp. 608 + viii; illustrated. £5 5s.) London:
W. B. Saunders. 1963.

The difficulty in writing a textbook of neuro-
surgery arises from the fact that it forms
part of the wider subject of neurology and
embraces neurophysiology and neuropatho-
logy. It is impossible to be comprehensive
in all three fields. In addition, neuroradio-
logy and possibly electro-physiology have to
be covered, and allowances have to be made
for individual preferences of treatment. The
authors of this book, having no doubt appre-
ciated this problem, have written it for " the
student and physician . . to provide a point

of departure for various subjects as well as a
basic background...." It is, in effect,
a further edition of the work first published
in 1936 under the same title, though it has
been extensively rewritten and the senior
author is now joined by his son.

It is made clear in the prefaces to earlier
editions that detailed instruction in techniques
and methodology has not been attempted.
This is still true, though the illustration of
trigeminal sensory root section depicts an
operation that would probably cause facial
paralysis if carried out as shown. Each
chapter concludes with references for further
reading, but these have to be perused since
they are not cross-referenced in the text,
and many authors are quoted whose writings
are not listed. The book has a wide scope,
but some points of importance to the novice,
including the mechanism and effects of ten-
torial herniation, could receive more emphasis.
Some important items are difficult to find,
and for this reason the index should be
enlarged. It may be doubted if neurological
diagnosis and the functional anatomy of the
nervous system can be adequately explained
in 62 pages, and in other respects one feels
that too much has been attempted in the
compass of the book. Some chapters are very
succinct and lucid, particularly those on
trauma.
To whom is the book of value ? Perhaps

to a doctor preparing for his first neuro-
surgical appointment, or to a student desiring
to find out more about neurology than mere
examination demands, or possibly as a work
of reference for nurses. For these reasons
it will continue to find a place in libraries.

P. H. SCHURR.

Psychophysiological
Research

Physiological Correlates of Psychological
Disorder. Edited by Robert Roessler and
Norman S. Greenfield. (Pp. 281 +xi;
illustrated. $6.50.) Madiscn: University
of Wisconsin Press. 1962.

The University of Wisconsin in 1961 organi-
zed the conference at which the contents of
this book were presented. The papers, though
specially written for the conference, report
or review findings which were already for the
most part available in the journals. They
provide a sober survey of much current
psychophysiological research.
The subjects dealt with include biochemical

mechanisms in schizophrenia, the excitability
of the cerebral cortex, cardiovascular
responses to psychological stimuli, specificity
in relation to psychosomatic disease, psycho-
social features of tuberculosis, and conscious-
ness in schizophrenia. Many of the papers
are by men who are widely known for their
concern with a particular area of study: thus
Professor Stunkard writes the chapter on
" Strategies in the Study of Obesity " ; Dr.
Persky writes on adrenocortical function dur-
ing anxiety; and Professor Shagass on
cortical excitability. Among the most stimu-
lating and informative chapters are those on
methodological problems, clearly written out
of intimate acquaintance with the difficulties
described-but not always surmounted. As
introduction to the book there is an unadven-
turous, balanced commentary by Dr.
Malamud on the broad trends discernible in
psychiatric research in this century.

AUBREY LEWIS.

Books Received
Review is not precluded by notice here of books
recently received.

Bibliography on Electromyography and Supple-
ment. Compiled by P. Rosenfalck, M.Sc.
(Bibliography: Pp. 46; Supplement: Pp. 32.
No charge.) Herlev, Denmark: Disa Elektronic
A/S. 1963.

Biochemical Lesions and Lethal Synthesis. By
Sir Rudolph A. Peters, M.C., M.D., F.R.S.
(Pp. 321 +x; illustrated. 70s.) Oxford:
Pergamon Press. 1963.

Complications of Modern Medical Practices.
A Treatise on latrogenic Diseases. By David
M. Spain, M.D. (Pp. 342 + xvi; illustrated.
$12.75.) New York and London: Grune &
Stratton. 1963.

Electrocardiographic Notebook. By M. Irene
Ferrer, M.D. Second edition. (Pp. 112; illus-
trated. $2.75.) New York: Hoeber Medical
Division, Harper & Row. 1964.

Calendar of Murder. Criminal Homicide in
England since 1957. By Terence Morris, Ph.D.,
and Louis Blom-Cooper, LL.B., Dr.Jur. (Pp.
413 + xiii. 30s.) London: Michael Joseph.
1964.

Current Practice in Orthopaedic Surgery 1963.
By John P. Adams, B.S., M.D., F.A.C.S., Editor.
(Pp. 217; illustrated. 96s.) Saint Louis:
C. V. Mosby. London: Henry Kimpton. 1963.

Diagnosis and Treatment of Blood Diseases.
By M. C. G. Israels, M.D., M.Sc., F.R.C.P.
(Pp. 125 + vii; illustrated. 35s.) London:
William Heinemann. 1964.

Gynecologic Surgery and Urology. By Thomas
L. Ball, M.D. Foreword by R. Gordon Douglas,
M.D. Second edition. (Pp. 648; illustrated.
£8 8s.) St. Louis: C. V. Mosby. London:
Henry Kimpton. 1963.

Care of the Geriatric Patient. Edited by E. V.
Cowdry, Ph.D., Sc.D.(Hon.), F.R.M.S.(Hon.).
Second edition. (Pp. 566; illustrated. 89s.)
Saint Louis: C. V. Mosby. London: Henry
Kimpton. 1963.

Heredity and Development. By John A. Moore.
(Pp. 245 ; illustrated. 1 6s.) New York and
London: Oxford University Press. 1963.

Modern Trends in Plastic Surgery. 1. Edited
by Thomas Gibson, M.B., F.R.C.S.(Ed.),
F.R.C.S.(Glasg.). (Pp. 311 +xi; illustrated.
75s.) London: Butterworth. 1964.

Viewpoints on the Study of Drug Toxicity.
Praceedings of the European Society for the
Study of Drug Toxicity. Volume 2. 1963.
(Pp. 94. 42s.) Amsterdam, New York, London,
Milan, TokyQ: Excerpta Medica Foundation.
1963.

Progress in Gynecology. Edited by Joe V.
Meigs, M.D., and Somers H. Sturgis, M.D.
Volume 4. (Pp. 676 + xi; illustrated. £6.)
London: William Heinemann. 1964.

A Normative Sample of Intelligence and Achieve-
ment of Negro Elementary School Children in
the Southeastern United States. By Wallace A.
Kennedy, Vernon Van De Riet, and James C.
White, Jr. Monographs of the Society for
Research in Child Development. Serial No. 90,
1963. Vol. 28, No. 6. (Pp. 112. $3.00.)
Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana: Child
Develop-ment Publications. 1963.

Anesthesia for Infants and Children. By Robert
M. Smith, M.D. Second edition. (Pp. 470;
illustrated. £5 is. 6d.) Saint Louis: C. V.
Mosby. London: Henry Kimpton. 1963.

Viruses, Nudeic Acids, and Cancer. A Collec-
tion of Papers Presented at the Seventeenth
Annual Symposium on Fundamental Cancer
Research. (Pp. 659; illustrated. $16.) Balti-
more: Williams and Wilkins. 1963.

Age and Need. A Study of Older People in
North-East Scotland. By I. M. Richardson, M.D.,
Ph.D., F.R.C.P.E., D.P.H. (Pp. 124 + xii. 25s.)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone.
1964.

Les Brihls. ttudes Physiopathologiques et
Therapeutiques. By A. Monsaingeon. (Pp.
408 ; illustrated. 58 F.) Paris: Masson. 1963.

Introduction to Obstetrics. Theory and Practice
for Obstetric Nurses. By George Herbert Green,
B.A., B.Sc., M.B., F.R.C.O.G. Foreword by Miss
Flora Cameron, O.B.E., R.N., R.M. (Pp. 205;
illustrated. 32s. 6d.) Christchurch, New Zea-
land : N. M. Pleryer. 1963.

Gynaecology for Senior Students of Nursing. By
John Cairney, C.M.G., D.Sc., M.D., F.R.A.C.S.,
and J. Cairney, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., M.C.R.A.
Third edition. (Pp. 247 ; illustrated. 32s. 6d.)
Christchurch, New Zealand: N. M. Peryer.
1963.

Absorption and Distribution of Drugs. Based
on a Symposium held by the Association of
Medical Advisers in the Pharmaceutical Industry.
Edited by T. B. Binns, M.R.C.P., M.R.C.P.Ed.,
D.C.H. Foreword by Sir Charles Dodds,
M.V.O., M.D., F.R.S. (Pp. 270+xi; illustrated.
37s. 6d.) Edinburgh and London E. & S.
Livingstone. 1964.
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