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Greatly admired and respected by her colleagues, Dr.
Sharp was voted chairman of the Bradford Division of the
B.M.A. in 1936-7. She was a member of the Association
for 59 years.

Brusque and direct but with a strong sense of humour,
she was a masterful woman determined to achieve and
maintain the highest standards, both ethical and clinical,
but at the same time she was tolerant of those whose
performance could not reach her own. She was the sort
of doctor to whom other doctors turned in trouble and
they were always rewarded by apt and sensible advice.
Much of her work was of a semi-consultant nature and
of a sort which is uncommon for a general practitioner at
present.
She retired from practice at the beginning of the second

world war and devoted herself to voluntary service, running
the Women's Voluntary Service in Bradford. At the end
of the war her work was recognized by the award of the
M.B.E. and by the presentation to her of her portrait by
her fellow workers. She was a woman who could be loved
as well as admired.-D. D.

D. W. RITCHIE, M.B., Ch.B.
Dr. Daniel Wright Ritchie, of Monkseaton, North-
umberland, died on June 6 at the age of 76. He died
in harness as he would have wished to do. In the
morning he was visiting his patients and at lunch-time
he had a " stroke " and died in the evening.

Dr. Ritchie graduated M.B., Ch.B. with commendation
at Glasgow University in 1910. He then did some hospital
appointments. At the outbreak of the first world war he
joined the R.A.M.C. and saw service as a captain in
Salonika, Mesopotamia, India, and Gibraltar. While in
Salonika he developed malaria and dysentery and was on
the "dangerously ill" list. He was demobilized in 1919,
when he settled in Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne, after
purchasing the practice of the late Dr. Cross, and soon
built up a large practice by his ability and energy. In
1929 he moved to Monkseaton, and again developed a large
practice there. When the National Health Service began
in 1948 he did not join it but remained in private practice.
For a time after the first world war he helped at a clinic
for tropical diseases at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, New-
castle upon Tyne. He was always interested in anaesthesia,
and was part-time anaesthetist to the Tynemouth and
Wallsend Hospitals. In addition he was for many years
a part-time anaesthetist to the Children's Hospital in
Newcastle.

Dr. Ritchie was a man of sterling character and absolute
integrity. He had great ability and energy and devoted
himself to his patients, who had complete confidence in
him and loved him. He was not only their doctor but
their friend and adviser. He will be greatly missed. In his
busy life he had very little time for hobbies, but derived
much pleasure from reading. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his widow and daughter.-J. H. B.

A. E. STAFFURTH, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Dr. Alan Edward Staffurth died after a long illness at
his home in Ramsey on June 9 at the age of 74.
He was a son of Canon and Mrs. Samuel Staffurth, of

Frieston, Lincolnshire, and was educated at Boston Grammar
School, Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, and St. Thomas's
Hospital. After qualifying in 1915 he joined the R.A.M.C.
and saw service in Salonika, where he was awarded the
French Legion of Honour.

Returning home he went into partnership at Littleborough,
near Rochdale, Lancashire. He was not entirely happy in
this atmosphere and felt that conditions did not allow him
to give of his best to his patients. So in 1933 he moved
into partnership at Milton Abbas, in Dorset, where he
stayed until 1938, when he had to leave because of his

health. He then came to Ramsey, Huntingdonshire, where
there were strong family connexions, and it was here that
in a very large single-handed practice he found his true
measure and spent his most satisfying years. He was entirely
devoted to his patients and his practice and had little time
or thought for any hobbies or recreation with the possible
exception of Masonry.

Whilst in Dorset he was chairman of the West Dorset-
Division of the B.M.A. in 1936-8, and chairman of the
Dorset Local Medical and Panel Committee. On coming
to Huntingdonshire he became a member of the Huntingdon--
shire Executive Council from the time of its inception until
his retirement a few months before his death. He wag
vice-chairman of the Local Medical Committee and served
on many of its most important subcommittees. He was
Past Provincial Grand Warden for Northamptonshire and
Huntingdonshire and Past Provincial Grand Registrar for
Dorset. In the latter years increasing ill-health forced on
him the need to take in a partner, but he did not retire until
about six months before his death, and he continued in
harness when many lesser men would have handed over the
burden of duty.
To his devoted wife, who nursed him for so long, and

to his two sons, one of whom is now consultant physician
at Lewisham, we extend our deepest sympathy.-H. A. W.-S.

Medicine in Parliament

PRISON MEDICAL SERVICE VINDICATED

Statements were made in both Houses of Parliament on
June 19 about the results of an inquiry into the treatment
of prisoners at Durham. Announcing the publication of the
report of the inquiry held by the Visiting Commrittee,* the
Home Secretary, Mr. HENRY BROOKE, said that of eleven
allegations of ill-treatment of prisoners made by a Mr.
Cronkshaw, a former prisoner, the Visiting Committee had
reported that eight were without foundation of any kind.
Of the remaining three, one involved a conflict of evidence,
but, even if true, was not of a serious nature; another
disclosed a defect in prison routine, which was being looked
into, but no negligence or irregularity on the part of the
officers concerned; and the third, which also involved a
conflict of evidence, left the Committee with grave suspicion
that two officers might have been guilty, if not of an assault
on a prisoner, at least of using more force than the
circumstances warranted.
Many of Mr. Cronkshaw's allegations, continued Mr.

Brooke, included criticism of the Prison Medical Service.
The Visiting Committee had found, he said, that none of
these criticisms had been substantiated and that no blame
of any kind attached to the Prison Medical Service.

Visiting Committee's Comments
Below we reproduce from the Visiting Committee's report

their general conclusions about the Prison Medical Service.
The Visiting Committee reports as follows:

" In his interview on television Mr. Cronkshaw criticized the
Prison Medical Service, alleging that prison medical officers were
'naturally low grade ' and did not have sufficient qualifications
to give evidence in court on psychiatric matters. This criticism
was made in the context of his allegations about Durham Prison,
but under examination before us he stated that his remarks
about the Prison Medical Service were not intended to refer
specifically to the medical officers at Durham Prison but to the
Prison Medical Service at a whole. We are satisfied that the
medical officers at Durham Prison are fully qualified for their
work in psychiatric as in other matters, and all the medical
officers are approved under Section 28 of the Mental Health
Act, 1959, as having special experience in the diagnosis and

*Report of an Inquiry held by the Visiting Committee into
Allegations of Ill-treatment of Prisoners in Her Majesty's Prison,
Durham, Home Office, Cmnd. 2068, 1963. H.M.S.O., London,
price 2s. 3d. net.
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treatment of mental disorder. The four doctors at Durham
Prison were among the 22 doctors in the county who had this
approval at the time we made our inquiries.

" Mr. Cronkshaw himself agreed that he had always had
excellent treatment in the prison, and the medical officers at
Durham Prison had made arrangements for him to have a special
plastic operation, at public expense, which would not have been
available to him under the National Health Service. The
operation was carried out in the prison hospital at Wormwood
Scrubs prison by a Harley Street specialist, and Mr. Cronkshaw
was then returned to Durham Prison to complete his sentence.

" Most of the prisoners who came before us in the course of
the inquiry were invited to comment on the treatment which
they had received, and almost without exception they expressed
great satisfaction with the medical officers at Durham Prison.
It is not unknown for ordinary patients to complain of the
treatment which they receive from their doctors under the
National Health Service."
The Committee's comments on the Prison Medical Service

conclude with figures to illustrate the amount of work
done by the medical staff at Durham Prison.

QUESTIONS ON GENERAL PRACTICE
[FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT]

Deductions from the Pool
Mr. L. PAVrrr (Willesden, West, Lab.) asked the Minister
of Health on June 17 what was the total deduction from
the central pool in respect of payments made to general
practitioners by local health authorities for each of the
last three years. Mr. E. POWELL gave him these figures:
Payments from all local authorities for the last three years
for which figures were available were as follows: 1959-60,
£1,763,547; 1960-1, £1,344,725; 1961-2, £2,007,960. The
figure for 1962-3 was not set known. Mr. PAVrrr asked if
the figures indicated that there had baen a considerable shif4
of the cost of the Health Service from the Exchequer to
the local rates. Was it not unfair to the general practitioners
that they had been paid for three million inoculations last year
and then in the final settlement the money had been taken
away from them ? Mr. POWELL said the figures did not
bear out that general contention. In any case it was agreed
that the average net remuneration of practitioners should
include what they received from all official sources.

Widening Differential
Mr. PAVIrT suggested that the Minister should ask the

Review Body to make a special study of the differentials
between family doctors and consultants with a view to
including a recommendation on this subject in their next
report. Mr. POWELL said, " No. It is open to the Review
Body to do this, if they see fit, without being asked by the
Government." Mr. PAVrrr said there was considerable
concern among family doctors about this. The recent pay
award, owing to the different methods by which consultants
and general practitioners were paid, had meant that the
differential was widened, the 14% award to consultants
having worked out to only 7% for general practitioners. He
asked the Minister to consider again asking the Review
Body to examine the matter further. Mr. POWELL replied
that this had been looked at by the Royal Commission and
the Review Body.

Doctors' Lists
Mr. PAVITT asked on June 21 for the number of patients

on the lists of general practitioners in excess of the total
population, the amount of capitation payment this repre-
sented, and what steps were being taken to reduce the inflation
of lists. Mr. B. BRAINE. Parliamentary Secretary, told him
that the number was about 450,000 in England and Walls.
If these were eliminated the capitation payment could be
about 24 d. higher. A central register was maintained to
which were notified deaths, enlistments, and known
emigration. He added in a further reply that the estimated
percentages of population recorded on doctors' lists over
the past five years had risen from 100.4 in 1958 to 101
in 1962.

Epidemiology
Typhoid at South Shields

Nineteen people from South Shields had been admitted to
hospital as possible cases of typhoid up to June 25. One
of these had been confirmed by isolation of the infecting
organism and six others were clinically definite cases. In
addition the mother of the patient from whom the
organism had been isolated was found to be a symptom-
less carrier excreting the organism in the urine. The source
of the outbreak had not been traced. (We are indebted to
Dr. A. R. Buchan, deputy M.O.H. South Shields, for this
information.)

Graphs of Infectious Diseases
The graph below shows the uncorrected numbers of cases

of enteric fever notified weekly in England and Wales.
Highest and lowest figures reported in each week during
the years 1954-62 are shown thus ------, the figures for
1963 thus . Except for the curve showing notifica-
tions in 1963, the graph was prepared at the Depart-
ment of Medical Statistics and Epidemiology, London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
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Infectious Diseases
Areas where the numbers of notifications were high in the

latest two weeks for which figures are available.
Week Ending

Dysentery June 8 June 15
Buckinghamshire ... ... ... 53 36
Newport Pagnell R.D. ... 31 24

Cheshire ... ... ... ... 5 18
Durham ... .. ... ... 35 28

Consett U.D. ... ... 25 14
Essex ... ... ... 54 138
Harlow U.D. ... ... ... 20 87

Gloucestershire ... ... 53 60
Bristol C.B. 23 34
Thornbury R.D. ... 23 19

Hertfordshire .. ... 44 65
Barnet U.D. ... ... 33 38
East Barnet U.D ... 10 25

Kent ... ... 104 112
Maidstone M.B. ... ... 29 27

Lancashire 1... ... ... Il 85
Liverpool C.B. ... 20 30
Accrington M.B. 1... 0 10

London ... ... ... ... 129 131
Finsbury ... ... ... 14 21
Islington ... ... 29 24

Middlesex ... ... ... 20 24
Suffolk ... .. 3 25
Stowmarket U.D. 0 17

Surrey .. ... ... ... 68 73
Croydon C.B. ... ... 13 21
Egham U.D. .. 30 10
Mitcham M.B. ... ... 1 10
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