
MAY 18, 1963
BRmsH

MEDICAL JOURNAL

____ Obituary
D. W. ASHCROFT, E.R.D., M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.

D.L.O.
Mr. D. W. Ashcroft, senior consultant surgeon to the
ear, nose, and throat department of the Westminster
Hospital, died on May 7 aged 58.
Dudley Walker Ashcroft was born on November 21,

1904, and was educated at Knox College and the University
of Otago, New Zealand, graduating in 1929. After
experience in the usual residential posts he came to the
United Kingdom in 1931, shortly after his home town
of Napier in North Island had been devastated by earth-
quake. Joining the Golden Square Throat, Nose, and Ear
Hospital as a postgraduate student, he was soon appointed
house-surgeon. He held this post for a year and a quarter-
an unusually long time even for that period-and impressed
everyone by his ability and by his maturity both of thought
and of action. After this residential appointment he
served for a time as surgical registrar and was then elected
Bernhard Baron research scholar at the Ferens Institute of

Otology at the Middlesex Hospital, where he came under
the influence of Somerville Hastings and F. J. Cleminson.
He worked for three years with C. S. Hallpike and assisted
him in the early work on the electrical responses of the
cochlea and the eighth nerve to acoustic and other stimuli
and in other similar investigations. At the end of this

period he took the F.R.C.S. and was appointed registrar
to the ear, nose, and throat department of the Middlesex
Hospital, becoming closely associated with C. P. Wilson,
whose teaching and example became an important influence
in Ashcroft's life and career. His three years' tenure of

this office ended shortly before the opening of the new

Westminster Hospital, and he was appointed registrar to the
ear, nose, and throat department of that hospital in June,
1939.
He had barely two months in his new position before the

outbreak of the second world war, but he took a large part
in the organizing of the new department in its much larger
quarters. In the previous April he had joined the

Supplementary Reserve of Officers and was called up for

service in mid-August in anticipation of hostilities. Soon

appointed a specialist in E.N.T. surgery with the rank of

major, he served in Egypt, North Africa, and Italy. During
the latter part of this service he was stationed at Bari at

the time of the explosions of the munition ships in the

harbour, and as a result he suffered from a traumatic deaf-

ness which progressed over the years and was always a

matter of discomfort and annoyance to him.
Soon after the end of the war he returned to the West-

minster Hospital, took up his post as registrar for a few

months, and was then appointed assistant surgeon to the

department. He tackled with energy the post-war expan-
sion of the department and the teaching of the greatly
increased number of students attending the practice of the

hospital, and also took a keen interest in the medical school

-in the work, the games, and the life of the students

generally. In 1949 he became surgeon in charge of the

department. He also held appointments to the Westminster

Children's Hospital and the Chelsea Hospital for Women.

Inspired by high ideals, he strove assiduously to live up to

them. He was scrupulously neat and orderly in every-
thing he did-in his person, in his writings, in his handling
of patients, whether hospital or private, and in the keeping
of records.
Mr. Ashcroft married, first, Enid Jessie Patrick in 1937,

who died in 1956; there was one son of this marriage.
Secondly, he married Nancy Clarke in 1957, who survives

him.
Mr. MILEs FOXEN writes: I would like to pay tribute to

the memory of Dudley Ashcroft after a very close associa-

tion lasting some sixteen years and bringing.us into almost
daily contact throughout that period. He was well chosen
for the staff of an undergraduate teaching hospital, for he
was indeed a first-class teacher. The art of teaching came
naturally to him, and his numerous past students will
remember with gratitude his graphic, often amusing, and
always unforgettable descriptions, anecdotes, and gems of
clinical instruction. The gentleness and skill with which he
made clinical examinations were an example to under-
graduate and postgraduate students alike, and this skill,
together with his direct and humanistic approach to patients,
endeared him to the latter. His scrupulous attention to
detail and extraordinary dexterity made him a superb
operator, and even operations on the nose and throat-only
too often unattractive-were, in his hands, a delight to
watch.
A keen sportsman himself, he strove unceasingly to

further the interests of the undergraduate sports clubs. He
was an able cricketer, and. at the time of his death was
president of the Westminster Hospital Cricket Club, of
which he formed an integral part and was by no means
merely a figurehead.

Passing acquaintances may remember him for his great
personal charm or forceful manner, but those who knew
him more intimately will never forget the warmth of heart,
the kindliness, and the intense human feeling which ruled
his dealings with others. His tragic and untimely death is
indeed a great loss to his loved ones, friends, patients, and
colleagues; and Westminster will lose a portion of that
aura, that intangible something, which is the very life-
blood of all great hospitals.

K. H. PRIDIE, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S.
Mr. Kenneth Pridie died on May 4 at the age of 57
while giving a paper at a meeting of the South-west
Orthopaedic Club at the Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic
Hospital, Exeter. He was lecturer in orthopaedic
surgery at the University of Bristol, senior orthopaedic
surgeon at Bristol Royal Hospital, and consulting
orthopaedic surgeon at Bridgwater Hospital.

Kenneth Hampden Pridie was born on March 8, 1906,
and grew up in Bristol. He went to Clifton College,
graduated with the London M.B., B.S. at Bristol University,
and eventually worked almost the whole of his life in that
city. After a period of
training in Oxford and
Liverpool and having taken
the F.R.C.S. in 1931 he
returned to Bristol, started
the fracture clinic at the
Bristol Royal Infirmary, and
was the first surgeon in ~
that city to devote himself
wholly to fracture and 'Eetonehlga
orthopaedic work. The
fracture services were
vigorously extended, and
with the advent of the
second world war he took
a leading part in the great
expansion of Winford
Orthopaedic Hospital to [Brstol Evening Post and

serve the casualties, Service Western Daily Press
and civilian, and extended his influence by setting up a
number of outlying clinics in Bridgwater, Burnham, and
Tetbury. He was an impressive personality, imbuing great
loyalty and confidence in his patients, and though somewhat
unorthodox he was very successful in private practice. His
forte was originality; his fertile brain was ever seeing
problems from a somewhat novel angle, tackling them more
energetically than was the former practice and as a rule
with great success. In spite of his formidable physique he
was a neat, delicate, and quick operator as well as showing
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the considerable courage which is inseparable from innova-
tion in surgery. He could be a little inconsiderate at times,
largely the result of presenting the ungarnished truth where
it was least expected.

K.P. was a man full of ideas and enthusiasm, an
individualist and certainly not a committee man. Usually
the champion of unorthodoxy, he could be an irritating
opponent, impossible to suppress but capable of being
persuaded when your case was a convincing one. Rarely
set in his ideas, he revelled in new conceptions, sometimes
following them with a somewhat uncritical fervour-he was

always willing to try things out. He was a forthright and
colourful speaker, and with a pleasant wit and an aptitude
for quotation he never failed to captivate his audience. He
loved most to enter the lists of orthopaedic debate, and the
meetings of the British Orthopaedic Association were

enlivened by his frequent interventions. His contributions
to the literature were more frequent in discussion than in
straight papers. He often failed to record and collect
adequate material fully to establish his claims and tended
to move to fresh fields before the former pasture~s were fully
cropped. He was more interested in treatment than in
diagnosis, and fractures and osteoarthritis of the hip and
knee were always his main interests, fields in which he made
important and often striking contributions.
Ken was not a seeker after high places but was not

averse to publicity, of which his success in sport, his
colourful personality, and his ability gave him good
measure. He played for many seasons for the Bristol
Rugby Club and boxed for the University of Bristol, but
it was as a discus thrower, weight putter, and hammer
thrower that he excelled, representing his country in the
British Empire Games in 1934 and being selected for the
Olympic Games in 1932, though he was unfortunately
unable to be present. His British native record for the
discus remained unbeaten for many years.
With all his attributes Ken retained a great humility,

which, with his sense of fun, combined to make him so

charming a companion and colleague. He was very loyal
to his friends and given to espouse the cause of the under-
dog. His playful humour endeared him to the children
of his friends and must have contributed much to the
happiness of his home and large family, of which he was

so proud. Simple outdoor activities with the family all
round him provided the relaxation he loved. Since his
illness in the summer of 1962 these activities as well as

his professional work had to be curtailed, but his death
still came as a great shock to all. He is survived by his
wife (formerly Dr. Joanna Egerton) and their seven children,
to whom we extend our deepest sympathy.-A. L. E.-B.

WILFRID EDGECOMBE, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S.

The death of Dr. Wilfrid Edgecombe at his home in

Harrogate on April 7 at the age of 92 removed one of

the most distinguished of the Harrogate physicians.
Wilfrid Edgecombe was born at Huyton, the fifth son of

a large family. He studied medicine at Liverpool University
and University College, London, graduating in 1893. After
holding house appointments at Liverpool Royal Infirmary
and also being demonstrator in anatomy and surgical
tutor, he settled in Harrogate in November, 1894. At first

attracted to surgery, he took the F.R.C.S. in 1896. At this

stage of his career he was greatly influenced by his close

friendship with Dr. George Oliver, a famous physician who

not only practised in Harrogate but was able during the

winter months to indulge his love for physiological research

which Sharpey had fostered at University College. This

contact had a profound effect on Dr. Edgecombe and did

much to turn his mind to medical practice. He thus gave
up his surgical ambitions and in 1907 obtained the Member-

ship of the Royal College of Physicians. In 1916 he devoted

himself entirely to consultant practice and had an extensive

general and spa practice. In 1926 he was elected a Fellow

of the Royal College of Physicians, thus joining the relative
few who had become Fellows of both Colleges.

In 1905 Dr. Edgecombe was appointed to the staff of the
then Harrogate Infirmary, and from that date his story is
largely the story of the development of the general hospital
services in Harrogate. Soon the old Infirmary was enlarged
to 55 beds, but even this proved insufficient. In 1919, in
a memorandum on the medical services of the Infirmary, Dr.
Edgecombe called the attention of the governors to the task
of fuller medical care in the
existing hospital and sug-

gested the erection of an

entirely new hospital on the

outskirts of the town. This

memorandum was the start-

ing point of a scheme which
culminated 13 years later in

the opening of the Harro-
gate and District General

Hospital on the present site.

He was chairman of the

Building Committee, and his

skill and foresight soon

overcame many difficulties,

financial and otherwise. He

retired from the active staff
of the hospital in 1936, after being chairman of the medical
staff for 13 years. When the Princess Royal became presi-
dent of the hospital he was elected deputy president. On
the appointed day he became a member of the management
committee and was chairman of the No. 1 House Committee
until he voluntarily retired in 1959. His skilful chairman-
ship and wise judgment did much to ensure that the change
to State control passed off smoothly and to the best advan-
tage of all concerned.
He served on the Harrogate Town Council for the years

1919-22 and was largely instrumental in forming, and for
many years served on, the liaison committee between the
Corporation and the Harrogate Medical Society. Thus he
actively promoted interest in all matters relating to the
welfare of the spa. He was also keen on placing the use

of the spa waters on a scientific basis, and apart from
carrying out research work himself he tried to interest the
universities and initiated a series of lectures on medical
hydrology and spa treatment in the chief medical schools
of Great Britain.
He joined the British Medical Association in 1893 and was

president of the Yorkshire Branch in 1918. He was a

member of the Harrogate Medical Society since 1895 and
was president in 1905 and again in 1939. He was also one

of the few Harrogate doctors to be elected president of the
Leeds and West Riding Medico-Chirurgical Society.

J. V. W. writes: Dr. Edgecombe served his hospital with
an unselfishness and singleness of purpose which was out-
standing. A brilliant clinician who never lost sight of the
personal problem, he also became a skilful administrator.
Even to the very end of his long life he loved hearing of
the welfare of his hospital. His interests, however, ranged
far beyond medicine and the hospital he served. In his
younger days he was an enthusiastic skater and often visited
St. Moritz with skating and curling teams. Indeed on one

occasion he skippered the English team. He was also a keen
golfer and was captain of the Harrogate Golf Club in
1906. Possessing a broadly educated and cultured mind,
he delighted his friends with his writings, especially his
Christmas poems. In his later years, with more leisure at
his disposal, he devoted more and more time to his garden,
especially to his roses. He was a delightful host, and many
of us will remember the parties given by him and his charm-

ing wife in their lovely garden. Essentially a kind and
friendly person, he loved to entertain his friends and it was
as host on these informal occasions that his great personal
charm was seen to best advantage.

Dr. Edgecombe's first wife died in 1939. By this marriage
he had two sons and two daughters. One son was killed
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in the first world war, the other is now a surgeon captain in
the Royal Navy. One of his daughters also qualified in
medicine. He married again in 1945, and we extend our
sympathies to his widow and family.

A. H. C. SINCLAIR-GIEBEN, M.D., M.R.C.P.Ed.
D.T.M.&H., Dip.Psych.

Dr. Abraham Sinclair-Gieben died on a week-end
camping expedition in a remote part of Sutherland at
the end of April. He was aged 39.
Abraham Herman Cornelius Sinclair-Gieben was born

on December 2, 1923, in Java, the son of a distinguished
Dutch judge and administrator. His early life was spent in
the Dutch East Indies. Later he went to Holland to com-
plete his schooling and to study medicine at Amsterdam
University.
During the war, when a medical student, he was

prominent in the Resistance, and when the war ended he
was one of those specially selected to further his studies in
medicine in Edinburgh. As a result he qualified both at
Amsterdam and Edinburgh, and his experiences of life in
this country caused him at a later date to take up permanent
residence here and become naturalized.
For some years after graduation in 1948 he practised in

the East Indies, having taken further training in Holland.
He was a most successful general practitioner in Singapore.
On his return to Edinburgh in 1955 he decided to study
psychiatry. To this end he first obtained his Membership
of the College of Physicians of Edinburgh in 1956 and then
underwent formal training with the late Professor Alexander
Kennedy, whose influence on his psychiatric outlook and
practice was profound.
Throughout his undergraduate and postgraduate training

he had always shown himself to be an outstanding student,
exceedingly quick to learn, with a remarkable capacity for
simplifying the most complex problems. It was therefore
not surprising that he should prefer a career in academic
psychiatry, where his gifts of exposition and his ingenuity
in research could be best applied. In 1958 he was appointed
lecturer in the department of mental health, Aberdeen
University, and in 1959 was appointed senior lecturer, the
post he held at the time of his death.

Dr. Sinclair-Gieben maintained his early interest in
general medicine, and this was reflected in his research
interests in the field of psychosomatic medicine. He con-
tributed to the literature on asthma, warts, and peptic ulcer,
and his findings were always of an unusually interesting
kind. He continued his interest in hypnosis begun under
Professor Kennedy, but came eventually to the conclusion
that its application was severely limited in psychiatry, so

that latterly he concentrated his attention on its implications
in research.
He was essentially gregarious, delighting in his

innumerable professional contacts both in this country and
abroad. His membership of a large number of medical,
psychiatric, and research societies reflected this facet of his
character. He was one of the founder members of the now

flourishing Scottish Psychiatric Research Society. It is
possible that his brilliance and drive dissipated his talents
too widely, but even in the course of a brief career in
psychiatry he proved himself a notable figure.-W. M. M.

J. H. APPLETON, M.B., Ch.B., D.L.O.
Mr.J. H. Appleton, consulting surgeon at the Ear, Nose,
and Throat Centre, North Riding Infirmary, Middles-
brough, died suddenly on March 4 aged 61 years.

James Harold Appleton was born at Old Trafford, Man-
chester, on March 18, 1901. He was educated at Manchester
Grammar School and Manchester University, from which he
graduated in 1922. After four years spent in resident
hospital posts he entered general practice in Old Trafford.
He took a keen interest in the work of the Stretfield MemorialHospitaland anincreasing interest in ENT. work, in which

he was later to specialize. After working in a part-time
capacity at the National Ear, Nose, and Throat Hospital,
Gray's Inn Road, London, often travelling twice a week
from Manchester to do so, he gained his Diploma in otorhino-
laryngology. From 1940 he served as an E.N.T. specialist
in the R.A.M.C. and was for some time stationed in
Northern Ireland. On his return to civilian life he was for
a short time in consultant practice in Cornwall before being
appointed surgeon to the Ear, Nose, and Throat Department,
North Ormesby Hospital, Middlesbrough. Later he held a
similar position at the Ear, Nose, and Throat Centre which
was established at the North Riding Infirmary in 1950.
As a sportsman, J. H. Appleton was a general all-rounder,

excelling at cricket and football, a good badminton player,
and a strong swimmer. Doubtless it was his great interest
in sport which led to his appointment as medical officer to
the Manchester United Football Club. This man of many
talents was also an accomplished pianist. One of the
features of the Christmas Day celebrations in hospital was
his tour of the wards after dinner, when he would play
cheerful selections and provide the accompaniment for ward
sing-songs.
James Appleton was a man of genial and attractive

personality who made friends readily wherever he went.
Fairness and generosity in all his actions made him a much
respected member of his profession. Devoted to his work
and his practice, he was a friend indeed to all his patients
no matter from which walk of life they came. He was
known to be kind, sympathetic, and helpful to everyone,
and many of his patients received help and assistance
as well as medical care if he thought their circumstances
necessitated such help-a habit no doubt developed during
those early years in general practice when times were hard
for many of the workers and their families during the
economic depression of that time.
Though he died suddenly he had for two or three years

suffered from a very crippling disability which had greatly
reduced his mobility. For one who had been such a great
all-rounder at sport this disability was faced with a degree
of courage that was amazing to behold.
James Appleton was a scholar and a man of great

humanity. Discussion with him of any topic was always a
stimulating and pleasant experience, perhaps never more
so than at the end of a long and frustrating day when
things had perhaps, for some, got a little out of perspective.
He will be much missed but will be remembered by the many
people he helped so much. Two of Mr. Appleton's brothers
are members of the medical profession. He also is survived
by his wife and daughter, to whom go our deepest sympathy.
-R. M. M.

F. J. THORNE, M.B.E., M.A., M.B., B.Chir.
Dr. F. J. Thorne, a well-known and highly respected
resident of Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, where he was in
active practice for a number of years, died at his home
there on February 23. He was 77 years of age.

Frederick John Thorne was born at Wiveliscombe,
Somerset, on October 13, 1885, the elder son of Frederick
Thorne, J.P., and was educated at Taunton School and at
Jesus College, Cambridge, where he obtained his B.A. with
second-class honours in the natural sciences tripos.
Receiving his clinical training at the Middlesex Hospital, he
qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1911, and three years later
took the Cambridge degrees of M.B., B.Chir. and proceeded
to the M.A. After qualification he held the appointment
of house-physician, house-surgeon, and resident officer for
the special departments at the Middlesex. Mobilized with
the Officers' Training Corps on the outbreak of the first
world war in 1914, he served in France until 1915. whenhe
was invalided home. He was in the retreat from Mons and
present at the first battle of Ypres, being mentioned in
dispatches and subsequently appointed M.B.E. for his
services. From 1915 until the end of the war he was
second in command of the Tooting Military Hospital, with
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the rankef major. Returning to civilian life in 1919, he

joined the late Dr. Andrew Murdoch at Bexhill-on-Sea,
where his parents had settled in retirement, but ill-health

caused him to give up practice in 1933. One of Dr. Thorne's

principal interests was the Bexhill Hospital. With the late

Dr. K. H. Stokes, who died in December last year, he was

chiefly responsible for the construction of the main buildings
of the hospital, which was opened in 1933. For several

years he was chairman of the house committee and a trustee

of the hospital before the advent of the National Health

Service, and had served on the present house committee until
his death. He was also honorary surgeon to the Bexhill

branch of the St. John Ambulance Brigade. From 1934 to

1960 he was a justice of the peace for East Sussex, ultimately
becoming the senior magistrate at Bexhill, and was chairman
of the local juvenile court for many years. A staunch
member of the Congregational Church, he had held office
as senior deacon. His other activities included membership
of the committee of the local lecture society and the vice-
presidency of the museum. In his first year at Cambridge
he coxed his college boat to head the river in the Lent
races, and later he took up golf and bowls. Unassuming
and generous, Dr. Thorne had a genius for friendship, and
his many acts of kindness and his services to the town of
his adoption will long be remembered. He was unmarried.

WILLIAM SMITH, M.A., M.D.

Dr. William Smith, formerly consulting pathologist to

the Woolwich group of hospitals, died at sea on March
11. He was 66 years of age.

William Smith was born in 1896 and was educated at

Charterhouse, where he gained a leaving exhibition. His
admission to Cambridge University was delayed by the first
world war, during which he held a commission in the Royal
Garrison Artillery and saw service at home and in India.
After the war he entered Emmanuel College, Cambridge,
and was elected a scholar after obtaining a first class in
Part I of the natural sciences tripos in 1921. He took Part
II of the tripos, in physiology, in the following year, and
in 1923 was elected to a Beit memorial research fellowship,
which he held until 1926. For several yearshe was engaged
in research on carbohydrate metabolism, and his interest in
biochemistry, thus aroused, remained with him all his life.
For a time he was assistant demonstrator in biology at

Cambridge. In 1926 he went on to St. Bartholomew's
Hospital Medical School, where he became demonstrator of
physiology, and two years later obtained the degrees of
M.B., B.Chir. He proceeded to the M.D. in 1929. After
graduation in medicine he held the appointments of house-
physician and junior demonstrator of pathology at Bart's
and pathologist at the Miller General Hospital, Greenwich.

In 1931 Dr. Smith was appointed pathologist to the Wool-
wich Memorial Hospital, and took over the bacteriological
work for Woolwich borough council. Elected to the board
of management of the Woolwich and District Hospital
Association in 1940, he was a member of the Woolwich
Group Hospital Management Committee from 1948 to
1962. At the beginning of the National Health Service he
was the only pathologist in the Woolwich group. Instru-
mental in developing the pathological service until it was

necessary to appoint additional pathologists, he became

senior consultant in this specialty in the group controlling
eleven hospitals. During this period he held the offices of
honorary secretary and later that of chairman of the group

medical advisory committee. By arrangement with the
London County Council he was responsible for the

organization of immunization clinics for the Woolwich area

until 1960. On his retirement in April, 1961, Dr. Smith
was presented with a silver rose bowl as a parting gift from
his medical colleagues. He was the author of a book on

clinical pathology, published in 1935. A member of the

British Medical Association for thirty-three years, he was

chairman of the Greenwich and Deptford Division from
1940 to 1949, and a representative at the Annual Represen-

tative Meeting on several occasions. A past president of

the West Kent Medical Society, he had been also president

of the Greenwich Rotary Club, and a member of Greenwich

borough council.

Councillor W. S. MANNERS writes: Dr. Smith

returned as a member of the Greenwich borough council

at a by-election in 1945 as a member for the south-east

ward, and continued to sit for the same ward until ill-health

enforced his retirement in 1962. On his election he imme-

diately became extremely popular with colleague and

opponent alike by his earnestness to support any action

which he felt was in the interests of the population of the

borough as a whole. On the breakdown of health of the

leader of the minority party in 1954 Dr. Smith readily

accepted the unanimous request of his colleagues to accept

the task of leadership. Though his team numbered

6 out of 35 he was always ready to criticize any move

which he felt failed to take the entire population of the

borough into serious consideration. We mourn the passing

of a truly great

W. H. DICKINSON, O.B.E., M.D., M.R.C.P.Ed.
D.T.M.&H., D.P.H.

Dr. W. H. Dickinson,who had a high reputation as

authority on tuberculosis, died at Newcastle upon Tyne

on April 10. He was aged 83.

William Henry Dickinson was born on October 4, 1879,

and graduated in medicine at Edinburgh University in 1901.

After taking the diplomas in both tropical medicine and

public health in 1911 he became in 1913 tuberculosis medical

officer to Newcastle upon Tyne. The anti-tuberculosis

scheme that he introduced there was modelled on that of

his old teacher, Sir Robert Philip, with a well-staffed dis-

pensary and with hospital and sanatorium beds in the city

and in the country.

His work was methodical, his standard high. The object

of his unit was to isolate and treat his patients in his

hospital beds, to look after them on discharge from hospital,

to educate the patient and his family in the principles of

prevention, and to search for the source case of disease.

Realizing the importance of early and accurate diagnosis, he

was one of the first in the country to appreciate the value

of radiography. Indeed, frustrated by the difficulty of getting

adequate radiological facilities in the hospitals, he installed

his own apparatus in his hospital unit in 1925. He was

also a pioneer in the use of collapse therapy.

Dickinson was elected M.R.C.P.Ed. in 1922 and

proceeded to the M.D. in the following year. In 1925 he

resigned from his post as full-time tuberculosis officer in

order to widen the field of his work and became consultant

tuberculosis officer to the City of Newcastle and

Northumberland County Council. He also set up in private

practice in the city, installing as an essential part of his

equipment his own x-ray apparatus in his rooms. As time

passed he became the leading authority on tuberculosis in
the North of England.

He took an active part in most of the medical societies
in the district. A member of the B.M.A. for 50 years, he

was chairman of the Newcastle upon Tyne Division in

1936-7; he was also a member of the Society of Medical
Officers of Health for many years, and a founder member
in 1918 of the North of England Tuberculosis Society, of

which he was president in 1927, 1934, 1947, and 1948. This

society still flourishes, and Dickinson used to attend its

meetings regularly until he left Newcastle in 1962.
"Dick " is remembered with affection by his colleagues

and patients for his personal qualities, his kind and

courteous manner, his sound teaching, and his skill in the

treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis.-F. L. W.

G. writes: Dr. Dickinson was an inspired physician, a wise

counsellor, and a staunch friend. To younger physicians
he will perhaps live on only in name, but to those who
recall him when he was a force in medicine and medical
society generally it is sad to know that " Dick " is no more.
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