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tion of four hospitals, 30 dispensaries, and other services
provided by the railway also came within his responsibility.
For several years he was a member of the Madras Medical
Council, being its vice-president for one year.

For a number of years Dyson held a licence as an air-
pilot, and was an enthusiastic member of the Madras Flying
Club, of which he was honorary secretary for two years and
president for four or five years. Immediately before and
during the second world war he was given authority to find
and then to train suitable Indian youths for service in the
Indian Air Force, being granted an honorary commission as
squadron leader in the R.A.F. For some time he was
honorary A.D.C. to the Governor of Madras. He served
on the Madras air raid precautions committee from 1939
until the end of the war in the Far East, and was chairman
of its propaganda subcommittee. After his return to this
country he lived in South Devon, for most of the time at
Sheldon, near Teignmouth.

W. B. BRODIE BROWN, M.B., Ch.B.
Dr. W. B. Brodie Brown, who retired recently after 37
years of practice in Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, died at his
home there on April 6.

J. W. T. writes: Bill Brodie Brown was one of the
personalities among doctors in the north-east, and with his
death at the early age of 62 the profession in this part of
the world is so much the poorer. Born in Orkney, he
graduated in medicine at Aberdeen University in 1925 and
followed in the footsteps of his father, who practised in the
Deeside village of Aboyne.
Throughout his career in medicine Dr. Brodie Brown was

highly respected not only by his patients but also by his
colleagues, who elected him chairman of the Aberdeen and
Kincardine Counties Division from 1948 to 1950, and
president of the Aberdeen Branch of the B.M.A. in 1952-4.

Outside his profession he held a wide range of interests:
a keen sportsman, he was a golfer of note and an excellent
shot, and he took an active interest in the Aboyne Highland
Games. He also took a prominent part in the life of the
community and was for many years an elder of his kirk.
He leaves behind a wife, who has been a pillar of support

to him, and two sons and one daughter, and to them goes
our deep sympathy.

SAMSON GOLDIN, L.R.C.P.&S.Ed., L.R.F.P.S.Glas.
D.P.M.

Dr. S. Goldin died as the result of a motor accident
on April 10 at the age of 37.
Samson Goldin was born on May 27, 1925, and received

his medical education at Glasgow University, qualifying in
1947. He took the D.P.M. in 1954.

Dr. F. G. THORPE writes: It was with deep regret that we
heard of the tragic death of Sam Goldin. Having worked
among us for less than two years he had already gained our
respect and admiration both as a clinician and a friend. He
was the first general psychiatrist to be appointed to the
Chesterfield Hospitals Group, and his training in America
at the Menninger Clinic gave him a dynamic approach which
particularly fitted him for psychiatric work in a general
hospital setting. Although still at the beginning of his
consultant career, his attitude and judgment were those of
a more mature specialist. This, combined with more
youthful qualities in his personality, inspired great confidence
in his patients. He contributed much to the plans for the
development of an integrated psychiatric service for the
Chesterfield area and was looking forward with great
enthusiasm to the opening of his new admission unit later
in the year.

Correction.-The obituary notice of Dr. Walter Addey (March
2, p. 615) stated that prior to 1939 he was honorary radiologist
to East Grinstead Hospital. In fact his post continued there
during the war, when he worked in association with Sir
Archibald Mclndoe.

Medico-Legal

PRESUMED IMPOTENCE OF BOYS UNDER 14

[FROM ouR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]

A problem of the criminal law which is of
genuine academic interest is the question whether it is
a crime to attempt a criminal act when there are
elements involved in the attempt which make it
impossible of fulfilment. In some cases a metaphysical
quality is added to this problem by the rule of law that
a boy under the age of 14 is presumed to be incapable
of sexual intercourse. This rule has been most usually
applied in England to cases where rape is alleged, but it
has an interesting application in a South African case
recently reported.

Attempted Incest
A coloured woman aged 35 was charged with having

committed incest with her 9-year-old infant son: she was
also charged on the same facts with having committed
criminal injuria and indecent assault.' The Eastern
Cape Division held, on appeal, that the mother could
not be convicted of incest because her son was, by
reason of his age, presumed by the law to be incapable
of sexual intercourse and hence the guilty act was
deemed not to have been done. However, the court held
further that the mother was guilty of attempted incest.
She had the necessary mens rea and had performed her
part of the guilty act, though the means she adopted
were inadequate for her criminal purpose. It made no
difference whether the impossibility was factual or
created by operation of law. In the circumstances, it
was not necessary for the court to consider the charges
of criminal injuria (a concept from the Roman side of
Roman-Dutch law) and indecent assault. (The only
question to be considered with regard to the charge of
indecent assault both in English and Roman-Dutch law
would be the reality of the consent given by the boy to
the act.) The sentence of six months was upheld by
the appellate court. Similar acts of intercourse had
occurred previous to the act mentioned in the charge.
The reasoning behind this decision appears attractive.

There is no reason why this case should be any different
from the case of a woman who attempts to have inter-
course with her adult son and finds him to be in fact
incapable of intercourse. So far as is known, there is
no case on similar facts in English law. There are lines
of authority concerned with other crimes, where this
line of reasoning has not been easily accepted. After
some dispute in old cases it is now accepted that to put
one's hand with theftuous intent into another's empty
pocket does amount to the crime of attempting to steal.
A similar dispute whether firing a bullet at a statue in
mistake for a man and with intent to kill is attempted
murder has not yet been decisively resolved: the better
view is that it is a criminal attempt.

1 The State v. A. (1962) 4 S.A. 679.
2 R. v. Waite (1892) 2 Q.B. 600.
3 R. v. Williams (1893) 1 Q.B. 320.
' R. v. Argus (1907) 26 N.Z.L.R. 948.
R. v. Philips 8 C and P 736.

* I. Hale, Pleas of the Crown, 630
7 Gaius I, 196.
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