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will be regarded as the mere fringe of medicine and
unworthy of study, apart from the reward of a Fellow-
ship.

In my opinion the sooner we have a College of
Psychiatrists the better and we shall never have justice
until we have one.-I am, etc.,

Chester. CLIFFORD ALLEN.

SIR,-What is in a letter ? A great deal, as can be
seen from the confusion that is apparent in Dr. W. S. C.
Copeman's contribution (March 9, p. 680), where he
uses medicine" (internal medicine) as synonymous
with "Medicine" (the whole corpus of Medicine). That
every branch of internal medicine is represented in the
Royal College of Physicians is true. But, of course,
this does not apply to all the branches of Medicine.

Psychiatry, a branch of Medicine, has no closer links
with internal medicine than it has with the other
branches of Medicine. There is no sound reason why
psychiatry should be represented by a faculty within
the Royal College of Physicians rather than within the
Royal College of Surgeons, or within the Royal College
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.
The historical situation is that a large body of

specialists, comprising a major branch of Medicine, and
approaching in size that of internal medicine, requires
a college of its own for the same sound and adequate
reasons that caused the founding of the existing colleges.
Vigilance is required to prevent the need for protecting
the proper interests of an established college from
making it insensitive to the legitimate claims of a newer
body.-I am, etc.,

Ipswich and East Suffolk Hospital, JOHN HOWELLS.
Ipswich, Suffolk.

Harvey and Woodail
SIR,-Dr. R. E. Tottenham's letter on Woodall's

catheter and method of diagnosing vesical calculus
(March 16, p. 752) is of great interest in relation to
Harvey's practice. Woodall and Harvey served together
on the staff of St. Bartholomew's for 27 years, from
1616 to 1643, and no doubt exchanged experiences,
though there is, as yet, no evidence that Harvey used
a catheter to diagnose small calculi. I have, however,
discovered evidence that Harvey's patient, mentioned
by Dr. Tottenham, did in fact have a "huge stone"
removed at operation and that Harvey had felt it per
rectum. The whole story is a lengthy one and will be
developed in the full biography of Harvey on which I
am now engaged.

Dr. Harry Graham (March 16, p. 751) has now
carried the correspondence on " Oranges and Lemons "
to what I suppose is its logical conclusion in the
competition for priorities. But Woodall's account
remains of great interest as probably the first to make
the treatment widely known in this country. He was
the " popularizer" who is sometimes more important
than the first describer. Nevertheless, Dr. Graham's
letter is most illuminating.-I am, etc.,

Brinkley, Cambs. GEOFFREY KEYNES.

Correction.-In the letter by Mr. R. S. Lawson (January 19,
p. 189) several words were omitted in the second sentence of
the fourth paragraph. This should read, " It does seem to me
proper that they should do so, first for the patients' protection
and secondly for the recognition of the status ef surgical
diplomates .. .

Obituary

E. ROHAN WILLIAMS, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S.
F.R.C.O.G., F.F.R., F.C.R.A., D.M.R.E.

Dr. E. Rohan Williams, President of the Faculty of
Radiologists, died on Sunday, March 17, in St. Mary's
Hospital, Paddington, the hospital to which he had given
a professional lifetime of devotion and service. He was
56 years old.

Ernest Rohan Williams went from Epsom College to
St. Mary's, where he qualified in 1929, being Cheadle Gold
Medallist in clinical medicine in the final year. He was
one of a distinguished group of students who later returned
as consultants to their own hospital. After taking the
M.R.C.P. in 1939 he decided
on radiology as a career,
became clinical assistant in
the x-ray department, ob-
tained the M.D. in general
medicine as well as the
D.M.R.E. (Cambridge), and
at the early age of 29 was
appointed honorary radiolo-
gist and assistant director to
his revered chief, Courtney
Gage. In 1937 he obtained
the F.F.R.; in 1942 he was
presented with the Roentgen
Award of the British Insti-
tute of Radiology; and in
1947 he won the Katherine
Bishop Harman Award of
the B.M.A. He was honorary radiologist to Willesden and
to Hampstead General Hospitals, and had been director of
the radiological department at St. Mary's since 1947. He
greatly prized his appointment by invitation as consultant
to Queen Charlotte's, which hospital came second in his
affections only to St. Mary's. Academically, Rohan Williams
is best known for his original work in obstetric radiology,
in which he was ever at pains to balance a high standard
of diagnostic accuracy against the potential but slight
hazards of radiation. An author of several papers, he was
also responsible for the section on radiology in obstetrics
in successive editions of A Textbook of X-ray Diagnosis.
His publications in this and other fields of radiology
reflected the accuracy, the clarity of presentation, and the
painstaking attention to detail which characterized whatever
work he undertook. Early this year he was elected
F.R.C.O.G., the only diagnostic radiologist to enjoy this
distinction.
Rohan Williams had been lecturer in radiology in the

University of London since 1935, and later held a similar
position in the Postgraduate Institute of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology. He delighted in teaching for the contact it
gave him with younger minds, and equally in instructing
and examining he strove constantly for those high standards
which he considered alone could ensure for radiology the
status it deserved in medical education and practice. He
had been examiner for the D.M.R. diploma of the Royal
Colleges and examiner in radiodiagnosis (the honours
subject) for the F.F.R. This latter office took him to
Melbourne in 1960, and he spent eight most happy weeks
as Baker Travelling Professor of the Australasian College
of Radiologists. This visit to Australia and New Zealand
remained for him a vivid and happy memory, and he was
deeply appreciative not only of the conferment of the
Honorary Fellowship of the Australasian College but also
of the great personal kindness shown to him by so many
people. He and his wife derived much joy from the enter-
tainment in their home of visiting radiologists from the
antipodes, and they both had planned a further visit in
September of this year to renew old friendships.
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