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Hospital, earned him a richly deserved O.B.E. and have set
a pattern in rehabilitation to be adopted on a wide scale.
His clarity of thought and his precise and logical exposition
of problems, administrative or clinical, meant that his
opinions usually carried the day in committees, medical or
lay, without any attempt to dominate and without acrimony
or the raising of his voice.
He was completely without snobbery or prejudice and

rarely was heard to criticize anyone. He had that rare gift
of assessing the worth of people, uninfluenced by considera-
tions of station, class, creed, or colour. His book Normal
and A bnormal Psychology is a masterpiece of clear and
logical thought. He was one of the most cultured and
widely read men 1 ever met, and his collection of books
must have been among the largest personal collections in
the land. After his retirement, during many visits to Dr.
and Mrs. Nicole in their chalet family home above Geneva,
overlooking adjacent France and with Mont Blanc within
vision, I really came to know the depth of his friendship
and his consideration and regard for others. He loved to
show us his native Switzerland and nearby Haute Savoie,
whose every mountain peak, valley, and village he knew
like the back of his hand. But it was in his last illness, long,
painful, and intensely distressing, that the amazing courage
of the man was shown. His greatest concern was the effect
of his illness and death upon his wife Ethel, for they were
devoted to each other.
An eminent psychiatrist and lecturer at Liverpool

University, outstandingly great medical administrator, author
and humanist, I shall remember him always as Nick, my
kind and warm-hearted friend and the greatest raconteur
I ever met.

F. GARRATT, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Dr. F. BLAKE writes: May I be permitted to pay a short
tribute to the memory of my oldest friend ? (Obituary,
February 2, p. 341.) For a few years, just before the
second world war, we were in partnership. An excellent
doctor, well liked by his patients, a true and loyal friend,
socially a delightful companion, his like are indeed few
and far between. He will be sadly missed by many.

Correction.-The obituary notice of Dr. A. B. ROSHER (Feb-
ruary 16, p. 478) stated that he succeeded W. W. C. Topley as
director of the Institute of Pathology at Charing Cross Hospital.
In fact, Dr. A. Piney succeeded Topley and Rosher followed
Dr. Piney.

Medicine in Parliament

MEDICAL AID TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

[FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT]

Some preliminary indications of the Government's approach
to the training of postgraduate medical students from over-
seas and the recommendations in the Report of the Working
Party led by Sir Arthur Porritt* on medical aid to the
developing countries, were given in a short adjournment
debate in the House of Commons on February 11. In the
absence of Mr. D. VOSPER, Secretary for Technical Co-
operation, who was ill, Mr. B. BRAINE, Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Health, promised a statement about
the Government's attitude at the earliest opportunity, but
explained that even had he been present Mr. Vosper would
have been unable to say much then because his detailed talks
with Sir Arthur Porritt had been held only a few days
before. The Government did, however, accept the Porritt
recommendations, with one or two minor exceptions.

*Medic71 Aid to the Developing Countries. Report by a Work-
ing Party, 1962. H.M.S.O., London. See Brit. med. J., Novem-
ber 3, 1962, p. 1174.

Teaching Aid
Mr. J. BOYDEN (Bishop Auckland, Lab.) brought up the

subject. He found the essential co-operation between the
Department of Technical Co-operation, the Treasury, and
the Ministry of Health lacking. He wanted, either by way
of an annual report or in some compact form, documents
on medical aid to the developing countries to which the
public could turn to see what progress was being made;
an annual debate in the House; and fairly frequent
Commonwealth Conferences. He quoted a passage from the
Report emphasizing the urgency, and the "evidence of
further decline of British influence in the medical field over-
seas," to support his opinion that Britain should be making
more of the running.

Specifically he asked: " Does the Department of Technical
Co-operation accept the main objective of the Porritt Report,
which is that our aid should be, as it were, teaching aid;
that we should provide teachers for overseas; that we should
have leading doctors and nurses going back from England
to their own countries so that our influence could be brought
to bear on this main aspect ? "

On the training of doctors, and the Porritt Report
comment that to provide places for overseas undergraduates
was difficult, he entered a special plea for a medical school
in Durham. It had one great advantage, that places for
students could be made in the colleges quite naturally,
without any special provision of a segregated unit for over-
seas students and without the students being dispersed in
lodgings. There was also a project for a new hospital in
Durham, which could well become the university hospital.
In any event there must be new medical schools, and one
of the arguments for them was the increased training needed
for undergraduates from overseas.

100 Postgraduates a Month
One of the most difficult problems was that of bringing

into England overseas medical postgraduates for training and
experience. The Report stated there were about 100 every
month. For those who came to the medical schools of
teaching hospitals the Working Party had recommended that
there should be Technical Co-operation Department
bursaries in increasing numbers, and he believed the figure
discussed in the Working Party was between 100 and 200.
Much more difficult was the training of overseas post-
graduates in the National Health Service away from London.
On this the Working Party expressed " the greatest concern
that many young doctors from the developing countries who
come to this country for postgraduate experience return
home with no more experience of British medicine than they
have been able to acquire in small hospitals far from
teaching centres where they have received a minimum of
supervised training."
On the question of British graduates going overseas, he

urged that a great many of the existing pernickety regula-
tions should be reviewed and reduced. For example, he
understood that a consultant appointed from, say, the West
Indies was allowed only four increments from the basic
scale, so that a man aged 50 coming back to England would
receive the sort of salary given to one of 36. Could the
superannuation regulations be revised, too, so that someone
retiring from the Health Service need not lose his super-
annuation on taking up an overseas post ?

Government Reply
Mr. BRAINE made the point that Government policy in

providing technical assistance was to meet the requests of
developing countries in whatever form they appeared.
While one country gave a higher proportion of its requests
to medical aid. others might prefer assistance in education,
geological surveys, or agriculture. This was clearly accepted
in the Porritt Report, and was bound to influence strongly
all the Government did in implementing the recommenda-
tions of the Report. He would not accept that Britain was
falling behind. That view paid little regard to the consti-
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