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by Mason Brown, Robarts, Forshall, MacNab, and
Dennison should be mentioned. The editor must be
congratulated on having undertaken the giant task of
producing this comprehensive textbook.
The book is well printed; but the price appears very

high, even in these days of progressive inflation.
P. P. RICKHAM.

OESOPHAGEAL SURGERY
Acquired Surgical Lesions of the Esophagus. By Clifford F.
Storey, M.D. Foreword by Alton Ochsner, M.D. (Pp. 365
+xxii; illustrated. $19.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1962.

This readable and stimulating book is number IV of
the monograph series written in honour of the late John
Alexander. It bears the decisive imprint of a surgeon
who has studied his subject thoroughly in the wards,
the operating theatre, and the library. He has enlisted
the help of Drs. Laforet, Strieder, and Lynch to write
an excellent chapter on carcinoma of the oesophagus
based on the experience of 638 cases. Here British
surgeons may be disappointed to find no reference to
the work of Leigh Collis, whose mortality rate for
oesophageal resection is perhaps bettered only by
Nakayama, of Japan.
With a wide personal experience Dr. Storey lucidly

describes the common oeophageal disorders such
as achalasia, hiatus hernia and its consequent
diseases such as ulceration and strictures, and oeso-
phageal varices. The chapters on those subjects are
excellent and well illustrated by clearly reproduced prints
of radiographs. He readily acknowledges the difficulties
of the surgeon facing the problems of severe oesophagitis
and stricture formation when restoration of the gastro-
oesophageal barrier to the reflux gastric juice cannot
be achieved ; in such conditions he seems to favour the
use of colon transplants rather than Brain's method of
employing an isolated jejunal loop. Some of us have
found that for some inexplicable reason patients with
colon transplants suffer from persistent loss of appetite.
He remains, however, judicial in his approach to this
challenging problem and discusses the subject wisely and
fairly.

Surgeons, both experienced and inexperienced in the
surgery of the oesophagus, will derive much interest
from the chapters on uncommon conditions. Particularly
interesting are the sections dealing with acquired benign
oesophago-tracheo-bronchial fistulae, and with benign
tumours and acquired cysts. When discussing the
interesting problems of "rings and webs" Dr. Storey
may lack the suspicion of many that reflux of gastric
juice is not infrequently the cause. The problems of
oesophageal varices and of spontaneous perforation are
well described and discussed.

This is a well-produced and excellent book, which the
reviewer has enjoyed reading.

A. L. D'ABREU.

NEUROPATHOLOGY OF OLD AGE
Mental Illness and the Ageing Brain. By J. A. N. Corsellis,
M R.C.S.. L R.C.P. Maudsley Monograph Number Nine.
(Pp. 76; illustrated. 30s.) London: Oxford University
Press. 1962.

In recent years neuropathological studies in psychiatry
have been in a state of relative decline. This has been
due partly to the preoccupation of clinical psychiatrists
with conditions in which structural changes in the brain
are either inconspicuous or non-existent-that is, neurotic

disorders and functional psychoses-and partly to the
widespread acceptance of the views of Rothschild and
others that in some psychotic disorders of old age there
is little or no correlation between the intensity of the
clinical and pathological findings.

This book heralds a reawakening of interest in this
subject by demonstrating an impressive degree of
correlation between the clinical diagnosis and the state
of the brain. It contains a thorough and painstaking
analysis of data from a consecutive series of 300 patients
dying in a mental hospital. The patients were classified
into diagnostic groups on the basis of the clinical history
and the physical findings during life. The main distinc-
tion was between organic and functional illnesses, and
these were further subdivided into such groups as
psychoses due to cerebral vascular change, senile change
and general physical illness, affective disorders, schizo-
phrenia, and paranoid disorders. An important conclu-
sion is that " the common forms of cerebral degeneration
are distributed according to a well-defined and demon-
strable pattern," which can generally be predicted by
clinical methods. The inconsistencies and uncertainties,
both clinical and neuropathological, are briefly discussed,
though the need for more detailed studies of, for
example, the small minority of patients classified as
senile dementia who show no evidence of senile plaque
formation is evident.
The author hopes that his work will go some way

towards filling the gap in knowledge concerning the
neuropathology of normal old age by the study of
subjects who suffered from functional mental illnesses,
whose life expectancies and causes of death resemble
those of the general population. The complexities of
grading pathological changes are bravely tackled and
some of the criteria used are illustrated in an appendix.
The book is an example of the statistical method
properly applied to complex data and shares with its
predecessors in the Maudsley Monograph Series the
hallmarks of good production.

MAx HARPER.

PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDIES
Ritual. Four Psychoanalytic Studies. By Theodor Reik.
Preface by Sigmund Freud. (Pp. 367. 18s.) New York:
Grove Press. London: Evergreen Books. 1962.
Of Love and Lust. On the Psychoanalysis of Romantic and
Sexual Emotions. By Theodor Reik. (Pp. 623+xiv. 21s.)
New York: Grove Press, Inc. London: Evergreen Books.
1962.
Female Sexuality. By Marie Bonaparte. (Pp. 225+x. 15s.)
New York: Grove Press, Inc. London: Evergreen Books.
1962.

The authors of these books, both non-medical psycho-
analysts, were closely associated with Freud. Reik was
one of the first to apply the psycho-analytic approach
to anthropology along the lines of Totem and Taboo.
He subjected primitive religious rituals described by
Frazer and other anthropologists to psycho-analytic
interpretation. Ritual is a series of studies first published
almost 50 years ago. They still impress by their erudition
and by the brilliant manner in which obscure customs
were interpreted like the contents of dreams. Though
Freud's bold forays into anthropology have not found
general acceptance among the experts the value of his
approach to the understanding of primitive rituals is
now generally recognized. Man's relationship to deity
is viewed as a replica of the child-parent relationship
and thought to be dominated by the complexes which
came to light in the treatment of neurotic symptoms.
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