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physiology of the muscle spindle represents an area of
basic research in which dramatic advances have taken
place in the last 20 years; these advances already have
immediate relevance to clinical problems. Indeed the
whole concept of motor control of spindle sensitivity by
the gamma system is fundamental to our understanding
of rigidity and spasticity in patients.

In his closing speech Professor Granit acknowledged
the specialized nature of the symposium but quoted
Sherrington's remark that " after all, muscle moves the
world." Neurologists and neurophysiologists everywhere
will be grateful to the University of Hong Kong and to
the contributors themselves for this unique collection
of papers.

R. W. GILLIATT.

CHILD HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT
Child Health and Development. By various authors. Edited
by Richard Ellis, O.B.E., M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. Third
edition. (Pp. 485 +ix; illustrated. 56s.) London: J. and
A. Churchill, Ltd. 1962.

This is a first-class book which is quite indispensable for
those taking higher qualifications in paediatrics, and it
cannot fail to find a place on every paediatrician's book-
shelf. It is the third edition of this standard text, and
is a great improvement on its predecessors. Sections on
the newborn, behaviour development, immunity, and
juvenile courts have been completely rewritten, and
many other alterations have been made.

T. T. S. Ingram has contributed a useful chapter on
the development of the infant, without, however, giving
the normal variations which occur, or the practical
application of the subject-for example, in relation to
the diagnosis of mental subnormality. Several of the
milestones listed should be adjusted in subsequent
editions. For instance, I doubt whether many Edin-
burgh infants consistently lift their head and shoulders
from the supine at 16 weeks-they certainly don't else-
where-and I would think that Edinburgh infants if
given the opportunity would use a spoon long before
" a little later than 18 months." The chapter is pleasantly
and aptly illustrated.

I am doubtful about the wisdom of again including the
two psycho-analytical chapters by Anna Freud. Typical
of these chapters is the following: "To eat symbolises
an aggressive action against the food which is in this
way attacked and consumed or against the person who
is represented in the food." With one categorical state-
ment I strongly disagree. She says: "An infant who
feeds successfully is a contented and happy infant." I
am afraid that the problem of the crying baby is not quite
as simple as Anna Freud would have us believe. These
two chapters seem a little out of place in such a scien-
tifica;y accurate and factual book. I think that they
could profitably be replaced by one chapter giving a
down-to-earth account of the emotional needs of
children, and another on the common behaviour prob-
lems of childhood.

In the next edition could "The Golden Bough" (p.
390) be given capital letters ? I would have thought that
Chapter 22, " Milk Production and Processing," more
naturally follows Chapter 4, " Nutrition and Feeding,"
than Chapter 21, " Child Health in the Tropics."
These are all minor criticisms and matters of opinion.

The book is an excellent one of which the editor has
every reason to be proud.

R. S. ILLINGWORTH.

THE OVARY
The Ovary. Edited by Sir Solly Zuckerman. Assisted by
Anita M. Mandl and Peter Eckstein. Volume I. (Pp. 619+
xiii; illustrated. £7 17s 6d.) Volume II. (Pp. 600+xiii;
illustrated. £7 17s. 6d.) New York and London: Academic
Press. 1962.

In the 27 chapters of this voluminous book written by
various experts the quality is rather uneven and the
overlap considerable. Evidently it was designed to
succeed Parkes's Internal Secretions of the Ovary of
1929, a book on what was then " hot " news about the
ovary. Here, however, we miss a similar concentration
on recent developments: for example, nuclear sexing,
the Stein-Leventhal syndrome, and the effects of ovarian
function on behaviour are skimped. Volume I opens
with lengthy chapters on ovarian anatomy, useful mainly
as a reference guide on this subject over a wide range
of species. Next follows ovarian physiology rather oddly
subdivided; and between the one main chapter and the
others on ovulation, the ovarian cycle, and the pregnancy
changes there is much overlap. There are adequate
short reviews of the biochemistry and actions of
oestrogens and progestogens. Both the clinical and
the pathological chapters are very sketchy-comprising
an anecdotal chapter on the menopause, a succinct
summary of derangements of ovarian function, and a
brief account of ovarian tumours and of the effect of
ovarian function on other tumours. One wonders
whether the editor even had time to read the verbose
chapter on the effects of ionizing radiation.
The book obviously suffers from the narrowness of

its chosen field, the related fields of anterior pituitary
and hypothalamic function and the physiology of preg-
nancy being neither ignored nor adequately covered.
And how convenient if the book had also covered the
testes and intersexes. Effective editing to about half
its size could have made it a welcome book within its
chosen field instead of merely a convenient reference
book.

RUSSELL FRASER.

AMERICAN OBSTETRICS
A Textbook of Obstetrics. BY Duncan E. Reid, M.D.
Illustrated by Edith Tagrin. (Pp. 1,087+xvi; illustrated.
£6 9s. 6d-) Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders
Company. 1962.

This is a new major work on obstetrics from a distin-
guished American author. Dr. Duncan Reid is head of
the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in
Harvard University School of Medicine, and Chief of
Staff, Boston Lying-in Hospital. He is an acknowledged
authority in his specialty, not only in the United States
but throughout the world. His opinions command
respect and there can be little doubt that his book will
be regarded as a noteworthy contribution to obstetrical
literature and will have a wide circulation.

It is a formidable book, and to have written it is a
mammoth task of which the author might well be proud.
It runs to more than 1,000 closely printed pages and
there are over 400 illustrations of excellent quality. It
deals, for the most part in great detail and in logical
sequence, with every aspect of obstetric diagnosis and
treatment. A few of the chapters on specialized topics
are by guest authors, and the chapter on the newborn
includes an unusual section on neonatal neurology.

Being concerned " to relate the process of human
reproduction to the general framework of medicine and
biology," the author has given emphasis to certain
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sections, such as those dealing with the physiology of
the foetus, the interaction of medical and surgical
diseases in pregnancy, the biological aspects of twinning,
and human genetics. The more mechanical aspects of
obstetrics, on the other hand, are less adequately dealt
with. For example, less than a page is devoted to
transverse lie, while face and brow presentation merit
no more consideration. The attention given to some
procedures mostly thought to have little place in modern
obstetric practice-for example, the use of Braxton
Hicks's version and Willett's forceps in placenta praevia
and uterine packing in post-partumr haemorrhage-may
occasion some surprise. But in fairness the indications
and contraindications are discussed, together with all the
alternative methods of treatment, and it must be
remembered that there are some minor differences
between British and American practice.
Though it is one's impression that the American

medical student does in fact read and presumably thrive
on a textbook of this calibre one feels such a diet would
be all too indigestible for the undergraduate student in
this country. However, for the obstetric specialist or
as a work of reference for the postgraduate student this
book can be recommended as providing a full and
up-to-date account of American obstetric practice.

M. P. EmBREY.

TISSUE TRANSPLANTATION
La Greffe-Aspects Biologlques et Cliniques. By 0. Math6
and J.-L Amiel. (Pp 428; illustrated. 88 NF.) Paris:
Masson et Cie, Editeurs. 1962.

This monograph on biological and clinical aspects of
tissue transplantation is edited by two eminent French
workers, Professors Mathd and Amiel, who are well-
qualified for the task. They have collected together an
international group of authors and the field covered is
very extensive, ranging from the basic biology of
rejection of homologous tissue to the technique of
corneal grafting.
The first six chapters review the genetic and immuno-

logical aspects of tissue transplantation. Then follow
chapters on grafting of different tissues. There is an
excellent section on marrow transplantation, a field in
which the two editors have made significant contribu-
tions. There are sections devoted to the transplantation
of tumours, skin, the kidney, and endocrine glands, all
of which tissues tend to be rejected when transplanted
between individuals of the same species. There is a
discussion on grafting of cornea, cartilage, and blood
vessels, where immunological rejection does not seem
to be such a serious problem and the application to
surgery of transplanting these tissues is well established.
Though the monograph has a cardboard cover, the

quality of the paper and printing is excellent. The
illustrations are well chosen and clear. This is an
excellent review in the French language of the different
problems of tissue transplantation.

R. Y. CALNE.

HUNGARTA BRAI DISSECTION
Dissection af the Brain. A Topographical and Technical
Guide. By L ~szI6 Komdfrorny, M.D. Foreword by Profes-
sor Ferenc Kiss. (Pp. 127; illustrated.) Budapest:
Akad~miai Kizad6. 1962.

The present volume is an English translation of an
earlier Hungarian edition which was prepared as a
guide to students and others in the dissection of the

brain. The general aim is to give adequate details as
to how this dissection should be carried out. To
facilitate easy orientation whole preparations of the
brain are shown in the illustrations. It is assumed that
three brains will be used in order to give proper three-
dimensional aspects of the various dissections to be
carried out, and hence the book is divided into three
chapters. The instructions are clearly set out and the
52 illustrations are well reproduced and labelled. The
book can be recommended.

W. J. HAMILTON.

BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS
Bedside Diagnosis. By Charles Seward, M.D., F.R.C.P.
(Edin.). Foreword by Lord Cohen of Birkenhead, M.D.,
D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.C.P., F.A.C.P., F.F.R. Sixth edition.
(Pp. 499-t- xix. 3Xs.) Ediburgh and London: E. and S.
Livingstone, Ltd. 1962.

In 1949 I reviewed the first edition of this book in these
columns and gave it a favourable notice. Its subsequent
course has proved that it fills a need because it has now
reached its sixth English edition, and there have also
been Portuguese, German, and two Spanish editions.
The plan and scope of the book can best be described

by a brief extract from the introductory chapter: "At
the bedside the clinician is confronted, not with diseases
as met with in the textbook, but with symptoms and
signs. In this book a score of these are considered and
the Synopsis of each chapter analyses each symptom
or sign under discussion into its causes or diseases. The
Index, which is chiefly one of diseases, is the reverse
of this in that it refers back from a disease to the
chapters where each symptom or sign to which it may
give rise are discussed."
The book is compact and is bound with a flexible

cover so that it is perfectly designed for slipping into
the pocket of a white coat. Any clinical student who
does so and uses it to help him puzzle out the diagnosis
in the patients he sees is bound to learn a lot of medicine,
and qualified doctors also will find much in it to study.
It is not a mere catalogue of symptoms and signs but is
well written and contains many practical points which
the physician must know. This illustrative example is
taken from the chapter on jaundice: "The patient will
describe as brown or very dark the concentrated urate-
laden urine of fever. Rhubarb, senna, phenolphthalein
and amidopyrine may all give rise to a dark urine.
Beetroot may give a pink urine. In anticoagulant
therapy with phenindione ('dindevan ') the orange,
tawny, or beechnut tint of the urine may be mistaken
for that of bile. A useful point is the fact that bile
will stain linen which it contaminates. Two warnings
may be given here. Quite definite icterus may be
undetectable in artificial light. The urine specimen to
be inspected should be an overnight or concentrated one.
In mild jaundice a dilute urine may look perfectly
normal."

It gives me pleasure to express the opinion that this
practical book will have continued success.

S. C. TRUELOVE.

OCULAR ELECTROMYOGRAPHY
The Electrophysiology of Extraocular Muscle. With Specie
Reference to Electromyography. By Goodwin M. Breinin.
(Pp. 148+x; illustrated. 40s.) Toronto: University of
Toronto Press for the American Ophthalmological Society.
1962.

Though Piper obtained the first electromyogram by
means of the string galvanometer in 1907, a study which
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