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A colleague writes: Although it is fifteen years since
Dr. Tasker retired from practice he is still remembered by
his former colleagues and patients as a lively personality
and a hard-working and skilful general practitioner, with
a charm of manner which soothed the fears of many a
patient battling with serious illness. Practice in Stockton
Heath, Cheshire, was to be his life work 'for thirty years.
These were thirty years of momentous change and progress
in medicine, spanning in his time from the era of major
operations in patients' homes with rag-and-bottle anaes-
thesia, expectant treatment of pneumonia, and all psycho-
logical cases dealt with, and dealt with effectively, by a
straight talk, with a bottle of mist. bromo-val. for good
measure, right up to the National Health Service, which he
never joined, thinking he had seen enough change and he
would leave it to younger men. Already with considerable
surgical experience, -he was appointed at the outset to the
surgical staff of the Warrington Infirmary, where for many
years he dealt with their major surgery. Even later on,
when visiting surgeons were added to the staff, there were
heavy calls on his time for emergency work, and it was a
familiar thing for the long evening surgeries of those days
to end with a call from the hospital for a case of appen-
dicitis which would keep him up far into the night.

Dr. Tasker retained throughout life a Celtic elan and a
love for his native Wales. All who knew him are glad that
he and Mrs. Tasker had so many years of tranquil retire-
ment, with visits from his friends, his children, and his
grandchildren. And all feel the greatest sympathy with his
widow, the perfect doctor's wife and helpmeet through
so many strenuous years of practice, and also with his two
sons, who are also members of the medical profession.

R. C. M. COLVIN-SMITH, M.B., Ch.B.
Dr. R. C. M. Colvin-Smith died at his home at Cromer
on January 16 aged 97.

Robert Curzon Molison Colvin-Smith was born on
December 14, 1865, and received his medical education at
Cambridge and St. George's Hospital. After taking the
natural sciences tripos in 1886 he qualified with the Conjoint
diploma in 1890 and the next year took the M.B., Ch.B.
There followed house appointments at the Victoria Hospital
for Children, London, and St. George's Hospital. In 1902
Dr. Colvin-Smith went to Cromer as partner to a Dr.
Musgrave. whom he succeeded in 1903, thus becoming the
fifth in direct line of succession to the first medical practice
in what was then a small seaside resort for millionaires
(there were eight living within three miles at the time). He
took on an appointment to the Oddfellows, became part-time
medical officer of health until 1947, was Trinity House
medical officer, appointed factory doctor, member of the
Norfolk Panel Committee from its inception (secretary for
23 years), and honorary physician to Cromer and District
Hospital. He had the first doctor's car in the district (a
3-cylinder Vauxhall). His chauffeur was a young man who
left school to become " practice" stable boy, rose to be
groom, then chauffeur, and now survives him at the age
of 91.

Dr. Colvin-Smith retired in 1946, but played bowls until
1959, and did his own shopping until five days before his
death. A bachelor, he is survived by one nephew.-A. H. G.

F. GARRATT, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Dr. F. Garratt, a highly esteemed general practitioner,
died on January 15 at the age of 74.
Frank Garratt was born on August 26. 1888. and received

his medical education at St. George's Hospital. qualifying
with the Conjoint diploma in 1911. After house appoint-
ments at St. George's and elsewhere he saw active service
with the R.A.M.C. in the first world war. At the end of
hostilities he entered general practice at Luton. and subse-
quently practised at Canning Town and Pembroke before
finally moving to Somerton in Somerset.

G. 0. M. writes: Dr. Frank Garratt represented all that
was best in the older school of British practitioners. Those
qualifying since 1948 have little conception of the respect
with which such doctors were held. They were expected to
give comprehensive medical and surgical care without the
aid of wonder drugs, and, like Dr. Garratt. to display a
combination of energy and unvarying courtesy in the service
of their patients unknown to-day.

Dr. Garratt's genial smile, his brisk reassuring frank
manner, and the convincing competence of his work won the
battle for his patients in the psychological field at the outset
of an illness. He showed a kindness to the poorer patients
which was unmixed with a trace of sentimentality and was
truly valued because it was recognized as genuine.

After a lifetime of exceptionally hard semi-industrial
practice he settled in Somerset, where, as was always the
case with him, he immediately won the esteem of his patients
and especially of his colleagues. He had always kept his
knowledge up to date; but. more than this, he had that
unique and rare quality. perhaps the hardest of all virtues
for an experienced and good doctor to possess, of an almost
breath-taking generosity of mind in seeking and taking
advice from colleagues much younger than himself and
acknowledging it in often undeservedly flattering terms.
He had a breadth of outlook acquired from foreign travel;

the immediate friendly approach that. like Newman's ideal
of a gentleman. put one at one's ease; that equanimity
enjoined by Osler as so essential to a doctor, and profes-
sional standards which made him a credit to the exacting
London teaching school where he was trained. He has set
us all a much-needed example to-day of what a doctor
should be.

Correction.-The obituary notice of Professor G. R. Hargreaves
(January 5, p. 62) was mistaken in saying that the sudden death
of his father caused Hargreaves to forgo house appointments
at his own hospital (U.C.H.). He was in fact house-physician
there to Sir Thomas Lewis, and his father died much later.

Medico-Legal

NATURAL JUSTICE PREVAILS
[FROM OUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]

It is vital to the medical profession that fair play should be
given by employers of doctors to their employees at all
stages of their employment, and particularly at the termina-
tion of their employment. This is especially true of doctors
who hold a succession of appointments in hospitals. Lord
Wheatley in the Court of Session has recently reminded
such employers of their duty in this regard (Glasgow Herald,
January 19).

Doctor Dismissed
Dr. Patrick Palmer, aged 37, was summarily dismissed on

December 22, 1960, by the deputy medical superintendent
of Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, from his post as house-
surgeon on the grounds that he was alleged to have taken
40 minutes to arrive at the out-patient department when called
to see a casualty and that he had been rude to the sister of the
department.' Dr. Palmer appealed from this dismissal under
procedure laid down in a Department of Health circular
R.H.B. (S) (53) 3. The Inverness Hospital Board of Manage-
ment appointed a special committee which heard both sides
of the case, including Dr. Palmer's case that after four nights
of inadequate sleep he was awakened early by the sister to
attend a minor casualty who required only two stitches.
The special committee decided that he had been wrong in
what he did but held unanimously that dismissal was not
1 Brit. med J., Suppl., 1961, 1, 77.
2 Report of Committee on Administrative Tribunals and

Inquiries, 1957, Cmd. 218. H.M.S.O., London.
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