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there will be a 4-week embryo, the time which Drs.
David and Goodspeed quote as that for "normal
closure" of the neural tube.

It would seem that the drug firms do " protest too
much." Their attitude emphasizes the need for adequate
investigation by competent scientists free from all
financial strings.-I am, etc.,
Carshalton, Surrey. BRIAN H. KIRMAN.

Dizziness after Shaving
SIR,-Recently several patients have described to me

transient attacks of " dizziness " occurring soon after
shaving. The symptoms they described were of slight
intoxication rather similar to that which occurs after
imbibing an alcoholic drink. On further inquiries
these attacks appeared to be fairly frequent among the
male population of " shaving age."
The one thing in common with all these people was

the liberal application of " after-shave" lotions to their
freshly shaved skins. Is it possible that the spirit in the
lotion is absorbed through the shaven skin and produces
a short and mild attack of intoxication? On abandoning
the use of the lotion the symptoms disappeared.-
I am, etc.,
London N.W.1I. B. E. FINCH.

Plain Words
SIR,-" Kidneys were homotransplanted to hosts

previously labelled with two pulses of tritiated thymidine.
Small percentages of labelled pyroninophilic cells were
recorded in autoradiographs of kidney homograft
sections. These figures are minimal, and represent
15-58% of the level of labelled mononuclear cells (12%)
recorded in the peripheral blood of the recipient animals.
It is clear

So runs the opening of the summary of an important
paper in your issue of January 5, p. 18. How can any-
thing be clear which is recorded in such language ?
The interest and importance of the work, the distinction
of the authors, the wish of as many of us as possible
to know and understand something of this enthralling
subject, all make it the more tragic that this communica-
tion should have been clothed in such fustian.
With respect, Sir, the fault is in great part yours. We

have already reached the stage where too few know
what anybody else is thinking. Editors bear a large
responsibility for seeing to it that the pathways of verbal
communication are kept open.-I am, etc.,
Medical Unit,
The Royal Infirmary, A. H. JAMES.

Cardiff.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
Vitamin B for Hyperemesis

Dr. M. TOBIAS (London W.2) writes: I have not seen it
reported but I find injections of vitamin B in the form of
"becosym" admirable for the treatment of hyperemesis,
particularly in early pregnancy. I usually give about three
injections a week and find it very helpful even in cases where
ordinary sedation or antihistamines such as "avomine"
(promethazine) or " dramamine " (dimenhydrinate) have
failed.

Correction.-In the first paragraph of a letter by Dr. A. I.
MacPhail (January 19. p. 192) the phrase " a series of insulin-
dependent young diabetics " should read " a series of insulin-
independent young diabetics."

Obituary

J. P. S. JAMIESON, C.B.E., M.D., F.R.A.C.S.
Dr. J. P. S. Jamieson, a Gold Medallist of the British
Medical Association, died in New Zealand on January
18, aged 82.
James Peter Speid Jamieson was born at Sandness,

Shetland, on February 9, 1880, the youngest son of Robert
Jamieson, a schoolmaster. His boyhood was spent in a
scholarly atmosphere, and his appetite for the classics never
forsook him. In his early manhood he seemed to be
destined for school-teaching, and his eldest brother Francis,
who later became H.M. Chief Inspector of Schools for
Scotland, may well have
influenced him in this direc-
tion. Two other brothers,
J. K. Jamieson, later pro- ~
fessor of anatomy at Leeds
and Dublin, and E. B.
Jamieson, later senior
demonstrator of anatomy.
at Edinburgh, were studying
medicine at Edinburgh, and
during their vacation visits
to their Shetland home ~
they inspired him with L

an enthusiasm for medi-
cine.
He embarked on his :

studies as a medical student
at Edinburgh in 1902, gradu-
ating in 1905 after a brilliant
academic career. He was always acutely conscious of the
debt he owed to his brothers for their encouragement and
financial help. Indeed, it was a splendid example of self-
denial on the part of these young men, themselves striving
to make their mark, to help their younger brother into the
path of his career. They all became men of note.

After qualifying Jamieson obtained house appointments
at the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, and also at the Ramsgate
Hospital-a post to which he was introduced by his life-
long friend, T. B. Johnston. He then emigrated to South
Africa and held a post as surgeon in Johannesburg, where
he met his future wife, Janet Bodden. Much as he liked
South Africa he felt there was too much potential for racial
and political upheaval to make it the ideal place for a young
man to sink his roots and start a career in. Correspondence
with student acquaintances, W. Simmers and H. E. A.
Washbourn, persuaded him to seek his fortune in
Australasia, and he went to a small practice at Collingwood,
Golden Bay, New Zealand. Disappointed by the lack of
opportunity in such a small and undeveloped settlement he
soon moved to Eketahuna in the North Island, where he
built up a successful practice.
He had not yet found an opportunity to exercise his talent

as a surgeon, but the opening came when he was appointed
superintendent at Nelson Hospital in 1915. In 1920 he
established himself in private practice in Nelson, where he
remained until his death. He proceeded M.D. in 1930, and
in the same year was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons. In 1917-26 and 1932-8
he acted as examiner for Otago University Medical School.
As a general practitioner with a special interest in surgery
he became an outstanding figure with a reputation for skill,
wisdom, and integrity extending far beyond the limits of
his town.

As a man with broad views, a cultured mind, and high
principles it is not surprising that Jamieson was drawn or
driven towards medical politics. and his work in this field
was both painstaking and efficient. With the advent of a
Labour Government in New Zealand in 1935 it became clear
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