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associated with the preparation of the illustrations,
diagrams, and techniques, and these are excellent.
The book itself still comprises only 223 pages, with

119 illustrations, and yet is well up to date. Each
parasite is considered under the following headings:
distribution, habitat, morphology, life history, patho-
genicity, diagnosis, and prevention, while certain
general characters are described for each class or order
in turn. Useful chapters on examination of material
and microscopical techniques are augmented by special
sections on dissection of snails, isolation of trypano-
somes, and, so on, but it is strange how little attention
is paid to the transmission of malaria-the name
mosquito does not even appear in the index. In fact my
only criticism of the book relates to the neglect of
entomological information in general. After all, this
subject is a fundamental element of parasitology.

P. C. C. GARNHAM.

OPHTHALMOLOGICAL ADVANCES
Documenta Ophihalmologica. Advances in Ophthalmology.
Vol. XV. Edited by G. von Bahr, G. B. Bietti, J. ten
Doesschate, H. Fischer-von Bunau, J. Franqois, H.
Goldmann, H. K. Muller, Jean Nordmann, A. J. Schaeffer,
and Arnold Sorsby. (Pp. 432; illustrated. F1.72.) The
Hague: Dr. W. Junk. 1961.

The fifteenth volume of Docuiinenta Ophihalmologica
fulfils the main object of this useful series of presenting
original papers of such a length that they cannot be
easily accommodated in current journals and would not
easily obtain separate publication. The present volume
contains five such papers, each of them important and
valuable. In the first (of 225 pages) Prijot, of Liege, gives
a reasoned criticism on tonography and tonometry as
presently practised. This is usually performed by the
method of Grant of Baltimore based on the work of
Friedenwald. In his researches Prijot finds that the
coefficient of ocular rigidity is not constant (as had
been assumed), that Friedenwald's mean value for this
was too high, that the ocular deformity during tono-
metry exceeds that indicated by Friedenwald in 1954,
and that the calibration published by McBain in 1957
is superior to that of Schiotz and Friedenwald on which
most present work is based. As a sequel to this he
has developed a new technique of tonography, isotono-
graphy, in which the factor of ocular rigidity plays no
part. Tonometry has long been an important method
of ophthalmic diagnosis, and tonography is rapidly
becoming popular as an aid to the diagnosis of
glaucoma. This paper is an important contribution to
the subject and deserves study.
The second paper (95 pages) is equally interesting to

the clinician. It is a strong plea for the popularization
of the method of flicker-fusion perimetry in the assess-
ment of the visual fields. Over a series of 231 patients
Kleberger, of Berlin, finds that defects in the fields were
detected and assessed more easily, more rapidly, and
more accurately by this method in 80% of cases than
by the standard methods of perimetry. The remainder
of the volume is made up of three smaller articles:
on the frontal reference curves of binocular visual space,
by Shipley, of Miami; on muco-epidermoid tumours of
the orbit, by Bock and Feyrter, of Vienna; and on the
nature and clinical value of entoptic retinal appearances,
particularly the macular shagreen, by Ehrich, of
Hamburg.

STEWART DUKE-ELDER.

A TRAVELLER'S VIEW
Report on the Recent Developments ilt the Fields of Public
Health and Medical Education. Proceedings of the Academy
of Medical Sciences. Special Number, Vols. I-Ill. By
K. N. Rao, M.D. (Pp. Vol. I: 44; Vol. It: 45-268;
Vol. III: 269-421. No price.) Hyderabad: Academy of
Medical Sciences. 1961.

These three volumes contain the impressions of the
author on the recent developments in public health and
medical education in certain European countries, includ-
ing the United Kingdom, together with Canada, the
United States of America, and Japan.
The first volume deals very largely with an account

of his visits to these countries and his gen_ral
impressions. He describes briefly the things that he saw
and the things in which he was interested. There are
omissions and minor inaccuracies, no doubt because
time prevented him from getting more than a general
impression. The author also includes a general account
of the national health policy of India.

In Volume II there are more detailed descriptions of
certain public health measures. It contains a good
general account of the work of the World Health
Organization and of various activities Dr. Rao observed
during his visits. The administrative structure of the
health services in the different countries is described,
and this is probably the most useful part of the volume.
Volume III contains a detailed account of the medical

education facilities in the different countries visited and
will be of interest mainly to persons from overseas seek-
ing knowledge on these matters.
While there is nothing particularly new in these

volumes it is interesting to read the descriptions of the
various health services and facilities for medical educa-
tion as set out by the author in a clear and straight-
forward manner. Though - these books may be of
relatively little value to readers primarily interested in
the medical services in the United Kingdom, their clarity
makes them suitable for overseas students seeking know-
ledge,on the health services in any particular country
visited by the author. ANDREW B. SEMPLE.

VESSELS OF THE SKIN
Blood Vessels and Circulation. Proceedings of the Brown
University Symposium on the Biology of Skin, 1960. Edited
by William Montagna and Richard A. Ellis. (Pp. 156+xii;
illustrated, 63s.) Oxford, London, New York, Paris:
Pergamon Press. 1961.

This is a report of the symposium held at Brown
University in January, 1960, and is one ot a series on
the biology of the skin. It is a slim volume containing
much stimulating information on recent advances in
the study of the anatomy and physiology of the vessels
of the skin and of the techniques employed.
The vascular patterns, the innervation of cutaneous

vessels, and studies of circulation are dealt with by those
who have been conducting the most recent researches
in these fields.
There is much to stimulate the dermatologist and

physiologist and the whole is presented in an attractive
form, well illustrated and readable. There is an
interesting chapter on the blood-vessels of tumours and
their responses and the role they may play in carcino-
genesis. A chapter on capillary microscopy details the
diagnostic changes in a variety of common skin diseases.
The work is a valuable addition to this series.

T. T. INGRAM.
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