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Reviews

RECTAL CANCER
Neoplastic Disease at Various Sites. Volume III. General
Editor: D. W. Sriithers, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.F.R. Cancer of
the Rectum. Edited by Cuthbert E. Dukes, O.B.E., M.D.,
M.Sc., F.R.C.S. (Pp. 303 + xiii; illustrated. 50s.) Edin-
burgh and London: E. and S. Livingstone Ltd. 1960.

This is the third of the series of monographs on
neoplastic disease at various sites, under the general
editorship of Professor D. W. Smithers. In this parti-
cular volume Dr. Dukes has been responsible for the
sections on the causation and control of rectal cancer
and on its pathology, while the remainder of the volume
has been prepared, under his editorship, by eighteen
collaborators. Most of the contributors are present or
past members of the staff of St. Mark's Hospital, and all
are recognized authorities on this special field of surgery.
The list of contributors is itself a sufficient guarantee

that the book will be authoritative and up to date, while
the main dangers to be expected of such a constellation,
the dangers of overlapping and duplication and even
discongruity, have evidently been expunged by judicious
editing, though naturally some differences of opinion are
to be found as regards minor details.

Altogether this is a book to be recommended strongly
to every surgeon with an interest in this field.

C. F. W. ILLINGWORTH.

IMMIUNIZATION
Antisera, Toxoids, Vaccines, and Tuberculins in Prophylaxis
and Treatment. By H. J. Parish, M.D., F.R.C.P.Ed., D.P.H.,
and D. A. Cannon, O.B.E., M.B., B.Sc., D.T.M.&H.
(Pp. 287+viii; illustrated. 37s. 6d.) Fifth edition. Published
for the Wellcome Foundation Ltd. by E. and S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1960.

In these days, when immunization against infectious
diseases is practised on an ever-widening scale, and when
the number of diseases against which it is possible to
immunize effectively is becoming greater, it is most
important that a book such as this should be written.
It is an excellent book, easy to read, well-informed,
and up to date; it can be strongly recommended to the
general practitioner, the medical officer of health, and
the student. It gives a clear and concise account of the
use of antisera and vaccines, with much valuable
information on how the materials are manufactured.
The book is a great improvement on the previous

editions, principally because of the addition of four
new and important chapters dealing with combined
prophylactics, immunization schedules in childhood,
immunization for international travel, and personal
medical records. The chapter on immunization in
childhood gives the recommendations, including the two
alternative immunization schedules, adopted by the
1959 Wellcome Symposium, and should be read in
conjunction with the Symposium Proceedings. The
chapter on records discusses the relative merits of cards,
tattooing, and disks. The authors favour the use of
small metal disks on which may be engraved the name,
address, blood group, immunological history, idio-
syncrasies, and so on, and which should be permanently
carried on the person. This is a brave attempt at dealing
with a difficult problem which will remain of major
importance so long as tetanus antitoxin is extensively
used, and which is becoming increasingly difficult as

immunization procedures become more numerous. The
book is well illustrated and there is a useful historical
summary of the development of serum therapiy and
vaccine prophylaxis.

D. G. EVANS.

CLINICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY
Praktische Endokrinologie. By Professor Dr. A. Jores and
Professor Dr. H. Nowakowski. (Pp. 312+xii; illustrated.
DM. 49.50.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. 1960.

This is a concise, well-produced, and up-to-date textbbok
written by two of the foremost clinical endocrinologists
in Germany primarily as a practical guide to those whose
main interests are in general medicine. Though it covers
all the aspects of the subject usually included in textbooks
of endocrinology, the treatment is brief, controversy is
largely eschewed, and references are conspicuous by
their virtual absence, though this does not imply that
the book is necessarily any the poorer. There are also
sections on corticosteroid therapy in non-endocrine
diseases and on the endocrine treatment of mammary
and prostatic carcinoma. Appendices give information
on normal blood chemistry, hormone levels, determina-
tion of radiological bone age, steroid structural formulae,
and hormone preparations available for clinical use.
As an exposition of the present position of German

clinical endocrinology, this book undoubtedly will fulfil
a very useful purpose.

G. I. M. SwmER.

PROGRESS IN MEDICAL VIROLOGY
Bulletin de l'Institut de Medecine Experimentale. Volume
III. (Pp. 275; illustrated. No price.) Bulgaria: Edition de
l'Acaddmie des Sciences de Bulgarie. 1960.

This book is volume 3 of a series appearing annually
in which various aspects of virological research which
are of interest to the medical profession are reviewed
in the form of brief monographs. The reader may be
forgiven if he gains the impression that medical virology
is at a standstill, for in most cases the contributors
whom the editors have selected have chosen topics which
do not adequately reflect the directions of virus research
at the time when the text was written.
The first contribution, on antiviral chemotherapy, is

firmly bogged down in the morass of indifferent work
with which uncritical investigators have cluttered this
field, and gives little indication of the emergence of those
trends which now give promise of yielding antiviral
chemotherapeutic agents with clinical application. The
section on the electron-microscopy of viruses, which is
usually an occasion for presenting large numbers of
those photographs of virus particles inside cells which
make such an appeal to the eye, is frankly disappointing.
Sixty-one pages are devoted to an account of the
so-called type IV poliomyelitis virus described by
Russian virologists, which was subsequently found to
be a Coxsackie virus. Although the correction of an
error of this magnitude is always useful, it hardly
represents a very positive type of " Progress in Medical
Virology," and this section could well have been omitted
and replaced with something of more solid worth. Like
many publications which have come from the Russians,
this section is poorly translated, badly edited, and
abounds in errors. Thus, the animal referred to as the
ligarus is actually the steppe lemming, and its scientific
name is not Ligarus ligarus but Lagurus lagurus.
The two final sections of the book, which are devoted

to cytomegalic inclusion disease and viruses affecting
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