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Cigarette in the Mouth
SIR,-Since I entered practice in this district six years

ago there have been five cases of carcinoma of the lung,
all occurring in men. Out of these five men, three
have been barbers. While taking into account that
carcinoma of the lung is a common condition and hair-
dressing a not unusual occupation, the incidence seems
unduly high. On mentioning it to my partner, it was
his impression, too, that he had seen the disease and
the occupation occur together. I am interested to
discover whether any other practitioners have noted
this association, and whether anyone has any sugges-
tions as to the possible relationship.

It has been noted that the absence of inhalation of
cigarette smoke is no protection against the develop-
ment of lung cancer; indeed, I believe some figures
suggest that inhalation seems to impart some protec-
tion. I have noticed that many people who boast of
not inhaling commonly allow the cigarette to burn
away in the lips so that, in fact, the period during
which their bronchial mucosa is exposed to smoke is
probably greater than in those who inhale and immedi-
ately exhale the smoke. Perhaps the fact that barbers
who smoke while they are working tend to smoke in
this manner, since they have both hands engaged, may
be the answer. Certainly of the three men whom I
have known two smoked in this fashion. The wife
of one of them said to me, " He used to go out with a
cigarette in his mouth in the morning and came in
with a cigarette in his mouth in the evening "-not
"smoking" but "'with a cigarette in his mouth."-
I am, etc.,
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey. GWILYM EVANS.

Marking the Skin
SIR,-I am surprised at the number of surgeons who

have never been blackberrying themselves, or observed
the results on others. The inevitable superficial scratches
present as thin red lines the following day. No amount
of washing, scrubbing, or application of unguents,
solvents, or antiseptic lotions will remove the marks.

If the sites for incision over varicosities (March 18,
p. 830) are marked the day before operation with a
sharp needle, firmly enough to scratch the epidermis,
but without drawing blood, no paints or dyes or
magic formulae are needed. If there is a danger of
the marks being confused with the results of traumatic
preparatory shaving, then a few short cross-scratches
in addition serve to make the distinction clear. The
procedure is painless and foolproof, and I have used it
for years. I make no claim to originality: indeed I
would be glad to learn what simple genius thought of
it first.-I am, etc.,

Plymouth, Devon MICHAEL REILLY.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
Guide to Portsmouth
Mr. VICTOR W. P. GALPIN (10 Bembridge Crescent,

Southsea, Hants) writes: I am very keen on obtaining a
copy of the Guide and Handbook of Portsmouth that was
issued to those medical gentlemen who attended when the
B.M.A. held their Conference here in 1899. There are three
or four copies in the reference department of the Central
Library, but I am most anxious to have a copy for myself.
I have lived here for nearly 74 years and am very interested
in the history of this city.

Obituary

I. H. McCAW, M.D.
Dr. I. H. McCaw, physician in charge of the
dermatological department, Royal Victoria Infirmary,
Belfast, and a former president of the British Association
of Dermatology, died on March 17 in Belfast. He was
64 years of age.

Ivan Henry McCaw was the only son of the late Dr.
John McCaw, a pioneer paediatrician in Belfast, whose
book on diseases of children is still in use. Educated at
the Belfast Academical Institution, he was a medical student
at the beginning of the first world war and was com-
missioned in the Royal Irish Rifles and was badly wounded
during the Battle of the Somme. Returning to Queen's
University, Belfast, he graduated M.B., B.Ch., with honours,
in 1922, proceeding M.D., with commendation, in 1933.
After graduation he held several resident posts at the Royal
Victoria Hospital and then went to Edinburgh and to Guy's
Hospital, London, for postgraduate study of dermatology.
On his return to Belfast he was appointed dermatologist
to the Royal Victoria Hospital, the Royal Belfast Hospital
for Sick Children, and other hospitals in Northern Ireland.
He was president of the British Association of Dermatology
in 1948, and a member of the Dermatological Group
Committee of the B.M.A. from 1947 until the time of his
death.
Mr. IAN FRASER writes: The staff of the Royal Victoria

Hospital, and, in fact, all Ulster, mourn the death of Dr.
Ivan McCaw at the age of 64. It was in 1917 at Messines,
when as a young second lieutenant of 19 years of age, carry-
ing the flag of his unit, he was wounded by a sniper's bullet.
He returned home, but with his right arm partially paralysed
by a brachial-plexus injury, and as a consequence he had to
forgo his ambition to be a surgeon for the less strenuous
one of a dermatologist. How well he succeeded in this
branch is well known throughout Great Britain. He built
up a department second to none, and he has trained a band
of keen and active successors.

Ivan McCaw's success came from his gentleness, his
humility, and his love for mankind-for his patients, his
friends, and his colleagues. His courage in persevering with
golf and other games made him admired by all, and some
years ago he was elected captain of the Royal Co. Down
Golf Club. His friendship was greatly valued by us all, and
his wise counsel always carried the day.
The funeral service in the local cathedral where he

worshipped was attended by his many friends from all over
Ulster. It gave them an opportunity to show in public
what they had felt for years in private. Although his
professional life was a full one, his main interest was his
home. He was never happier than when he was with his
wife, his daughter, and his son. To his wife and to the
younger members, now both married, the deep sympathy
of his colleagues is extended. He was looking forward to
a happy period of retirement in a year or two, but this was
not to be. He certainly was one well qualified to be
included in those oft-quoted lines:

Lo ! some we loved, the loveliest and best
That Time and Fate of all their Vintage prest,
Have drunk their Cup a Round or two before
And one by one crept silently to Rest.

J. C. R. writes: Forty-four years ago, at the Battle of
Messines, I dressed a very young uncomplaining infantry
officer, suffering from severe haemorrhage and extensive
brachial-plexus injury. His only reaction was to suggest
that many of the other wounded needed attention more than
he did-so typical of the unselfishness and equanimity of
Ivan McCaw. I will not write of his distinguished profes-
sional life but rather of the man, whom I knew intimately
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