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surgery: the unusual form is not a detraction, although
some readers will, no doubt, conclude that the degrees
of magnitude of their own individual surgical problems
are not so specific.

Fifty contributors provide 38 articles: there are four
articles on duodenal ulcer and its complications, three
on polyps of the colon, three on repair of oesophageal
hiatal hernia, two on the choice of operation for
carcinoma of the head of the pancreas, two on the
detection of common duct stones, two on the manage-
ment of the common duct wound, two on the repair
of common duct stricture, two on the management of
the normal gall-bladder at sphincterotomy, two on the
pathogenesis and management of pilonidal sinus, one
on carcinoma of the breast, two on the management
of small bowel obstruction, four on the management of
arterial insufficiency of the lower extremities, two on
thrombo-embolism, three on acute renal failure, two on
pre-operative preparation of the colon, and two on
prolapse of the rectum.

It would be invidious to single out for praise any
particular article: all are good, clearly written, and well
edited. There should be a large demand for this book;
though the inexperienced may find it causes some degree
of mental indigestion, the well-trained critical surgeon
should take this surgical banquet in his stride and ask
for more. R. SHACKMAN.

STUDY OF GOUT
La Goutte. By S. de SRze and A. Rickewaert, with the
assistance of J. Levernieux and R. Marteau. (Pp. 268;
illustrated. NP. 47.) Paris: L'Expansion Scientifique
Frangaise. 1960.

This is a complete study of gout. The book begins with
an interesting historical view of the subject. The rest
of the work is devoted mainly to progress which has
been made in the knowledge of gout over the last 50
years or so. These advances are compared and
contrasted with classical views.
The views expressed in the clinical and therapeutic

sections are based on a careful study of 180 cases of
gout under the care of the authors. The conclusions
drawn are not merely expressions of opinion but are
based on an analysis of their findings, which are com-
pared with other contemporary series. All the cases
showed at least one of these diagnostic criteria-typical
acute attacks affecting the big toe, arthritis sensitive to
colchicine, or the presence of tophi. The sections of
morbid anatomy and pathogenesis are based on largely
published works of other authors. In line with modern
views, the authors reject the existence of " visceral gout"
and the gouty diathesis. They find that renal calculi,
impairment.of renal function, and possibly hypertension
are the only conditions more frequently seen in their
gouty patients than in a control series of patients of a
comparable age.
The chapter on treatment is particularly valuable. The

authors find phenylbutazone superior to colchicine for
relieving the acute attack. They employ a rather higher
dose than most physicians in Great Britain would recom-
mend, with the result that the incidence of toxic effects
tends to be considerably higher than is the general
experience here. As a result they still use colchicine as
the first choice. Like most other authorities they are
now tending to use uricosuric agents earlier in the
management of gout, though they formerly reserved
these agents for patients with tophi or painful chronic
gouty arthritis.

In spite of the recent advances in the drug therapy of
gout, the authors still recommend a dietary regime for
all cases, and cite evidence that acute attacks were less
frequent among their patients during the war rationing
period. This book is well printed, easy to read, and can
be recommended to anyone with an interest in gout.

V. L. STEINBERG.

PAEDIATRIC DERMATOLOGY
Pediatric Dermatology. By Henry H. Perlman, M.D.,
Phar.D. (Pp. 477+xii; illustrated. £6 15s.) Chicago: Year
Book Publishers, Inc. London: Interscience Publishers, Ltd.
1960.

Dr. Perlman has written an excellent textbook on skin
disease in childhood, which is comprehensive and of
reasonable length. The need for such a book in English
has been felt for a long time, though the first English
textbook devoted to paediatric dermatology appeared so
long ago as 1827, when Walter Dendy published his
Cutaneous Diseases Incident to Childhood. All those
who have to deal with children, from the young resident
or student to the more experienced paediatrician, will
find it a valuable guide. The general practitioner will
welcome it, and he will be particularly grateful for the
well-chosen and excellently produced photographs,
which will often help him to diagnose the more difficult
and rarer case.
The author has given us a well-balanced work,

obviously based on long experience of skin diseases in
children. His views are orthodox, although, naturally
enough, there are many differences in treatment and
management, mainly minor, which reflect American
rather than British practice. A major difference is in
the management of the very common strawberry marks,
which most British dermatologists would allow to
disappear spontaneously, rather than interfere with them
by surgery, radiotherapy, or freezing. The chapter on
the newborn is perhaps too short and should be
expanded in the next edition, as skin disease at this age
can often present considerable diagnostic difficulties. The
chapters on eczemas, tuberculosis, the fungous diseases,
and the zoonoses are very good indeed, but congenital
anomalies will require more thorough treatment in future
editions, as their relative importance increases. Phenyl-
ketonuria is not indexed ; the relatively high frequency of
eczema in this condition, and the fact that eczema may
be the presenting symptom in the earliest weeks of the
disease, are not as widely known as they should be.
Nevertheless Dr. Perlman has kept the balance of his
book remarkably well, and he gives due emphasis to the
commoner and more serious disorders. We may be
sure that further editions will be called for and these
minor defects will be dealt with. The book can be
recommended unhesitatingly, and the publishers can be
pleased with an excellent production.

E. J. MOYNAHAN.

MENTAL RETARDATION
Mental Retardation. Proceedings of the First International
Medical Conference at Portland, Maine. Edited by Peter W.
Bowman, M.D., and Hans V. Mautner, M.D. (Pp. 530+
xiv; illustrated. $12.50.) New York and London: Grune
and Stratton, Inc. 1960.

For some years organized bodies of parents in Great
Britain and the United States have sought to draw
attention to the problem of mental retardation. The
conference held at Portland, Maine, in 1959 is a measure
of the success of their efforts. Several local associations
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