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to be sold at the basic cost of publication and distribu-
tion. Up to 1959 four such volumes had been produced:
these are Vol. 1, Nervous System, 1953 (fourth printing
1958); Vol. 2, Reproductive System, 1954; Vol. 3, Part
IIl, Digestive System, Liver, Biliary Tract, and Pancreas,
1957; Vol. 3, Part l, Digestive System, Upper Digestive
Tract, 1959.

Vol. 1 contains 122 plates, with an added supplement
on the hypothalamus illustrating some modern views on
the neuro-secretions of the supra-optic and para-
ventricular nuclei. Some of the plates are in schematic
form, and it is clear that a lot of thought has been given
to these diagrams in order to concentrate as much
information as possible in each one. The majority,
however, are devoted to the anatomy of the system and
to certain of the commoner pathological conditions,
together with, in some instances when helpful, an
illustration of a patient suffering from the condition.
As an example, under "birth injuries" we have an
illustration of a brain showing a pial haemorrhage over
the upper motor cortex and by its side a picture of a
child with a spastic diplegia. These remarks apply to
the arrangement adopted throughout all the volumes.
As the title "The Ciba Collection of Medical Illustra-
tions" indicates, the volumes are essentially atlases, but
there is an explanatory text accompanying each plate
in which a concise description of the condition-or of
the anatomy and physiology when appropriate-is
given. These commentaries have been written by
eminent and well-known specialists in their particular
branches; for instance, the text of the section on the
autonomic system has been written by Dr. Albert Kuntz,
and similarly with all the other sections throughout the
work.

Vol. 2 contains no fewer than 233 plates illustrative
of the reproductive system of both sexes, including
sections on pregnancy and its diseases, the mammary
gland, and the intersexes. As many of the plates contain
five or six separate pictures it will be appreciated what
a large amount of labour went into the production.

Vol. 3 on the Digestive System deals with so large a
subject that it has been found necessary to publish it in
three books, of which Parts I and III dealing respectively
with the " Upper Digestive Tract " and " Liver, Biliary
Tract, and Pancreas " are available for review. They
contain between them 305 plates. In these sections there
there is a greater number of plates devoted to the
demonstration of diagnostic procedures and of
physiology. At the end of each volume there is a
comprehensive index and to some parts an extensive
list of references.
Frank H. Netter is not only a most skilled artist but

has the advantage of being medically qualified and
therefore able to appreciate the significance of the
various points he is depicting. This is particularly
valuable in the schematic diagrams illustrating
anatomical and physiological features and diagnostic
methods. For the most part the paintings appear to be
in water-colour, which lends itself well to these subjects,
but recently the artist says he has used gouache, poster
colours, and pastels. In some instances the colouring
may appear at first sight to be rather too flamboyant,
but this is excusable especially in conventionalized
schematic drawings, where certain features require
emphasis. The hypercritical reader may wonder at the
choice of subjects for the plates, but in all probability
from the thousands of possibilities those had to be
chosen which were available at the time to the artist

and his collaborators. On the whole we consider the
choice has been not only good but comprehensive. The
compilers indeed warn in the preface, "Completeness
is not our aim. The drawings are intended to supple-
ment rather than to replace the standard works." A
word of praise must be given to the printers and the
colour engravers for the excellence of their work. In
no plate in the volumes under review has there been
any disorientation of the colour blocks. This indicates
perfection of reproduction, and the general format of
the books is of a correspondingly high standard.
From the days of Leon'ardo and Vesalius anatomical

and pathological illustration has played an important
part in the spread of knowledge. There are those for
whom the written word is more important and
memorable, but the modern tendency is certainly in
favour of the economy both of space and time which
the illustration provides, especially so for the visualist.
It is, of course, impossible to do justice to such a
monumental work as this in a short review, but there
can be no doubt that these colourful illustrations will be
welcome in any medical centre and particularly in those
engaged in teaching. We shall therefore look forward
to the further volumes with pleasant anticipation.

NoRmAN C. LAKE.

TREATMENT OF EYE INFECTIONS
Antibiotics and Sulphonamides in Ophthalmology. By
Arnold Sorsby and Joseph Ungar. (Pp. 117+ix; illustrated.
12s. 6d.) London, New York, Toronto: Oxford University
Press. 1960.

This small booklet is a useful summary of our present
knowledge of the value of antibiotics and the. sulph-
onamides in the treatment of infective conditions of the
eye. There is no doubt that since the introduction of
these drugs the prognosis of most external ocular
infections, with the marked exception of those caused
by the smaller viruses, has been revolutionized, and that
in communities which have an adequate medical service
at their disposal many such conditions-for example,
infective corneal ulcers or ophthalmia neonatorum-
have ceased to be major causes of gross visual disability.
In Great Britain both Sorsby and Ungar have been
pioneers in the field of adapting the various chemo-
therapeutic agents to ophthalmic practice, and this
summary of their work, incorporating fully the
researches of others in the same field over the last two
decades, is an eminently useful clinical guide, giving
details of the methods of systemic and local applica-
tion of these drugs, the concentrations attained in the
ocular tissues, and their clinical indications and
contraindications. An authoritative and clinically sound
survey of these important problems is a welcome
addition to ophthalmic literature.

STEWART DUKE-ELDER.

RADIOTHERAPY OF CANCER
Cancer. Edited by Ronald W. Raven, O.B.E.(Mil.), T.D.,
F.R.C.S. Volume 5. Part IX. Radiotherapy. (Pp. 406+19
+ viii; illustrated. 85s.) London: Butterworth and Co.
(Publishers) Ltd. 1959.

This part of volume 5 of the work Cancer covers
the contribution of radiotherapy in the treatment of
cancer. The early chapters are concerned with the
physical aspects of the ionizing radiations in current
use, the subject matter being presented in such a manner
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