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Treatment of Migraine
SIR,-Dr. Raymond Greene's articles (Journal,

February 28, p. 574; March 7, p. 639) on the drug
treatment of migraine are most comprehensive and
informative, but may I venture to ask if we are wise to
contemplate the treatment of this trouble without bearing
in mind the fact that in quite a proportion of cases
refractive errors of the eyes can play a part in causation
and their remedy can cure ? An old friend and fellow-
student of my own on reaching middle life developed
severe migraine, sometimes dropping unconscious in
trains on the underground railway and having to be
lifted out and left on the platform of the next station
until he recovered. After various glasses had been
prescribed without benefit, a fresh oculist hit the bull's
eye with a correction and he had no further migraine.-
I am, etc.,
Southsea. M. ASTON KEY.

Influenza Epidemic
SIR,-Like Dr. J. Hume Stewart (Journal, March 7,

p. 645) I also have seen these pyrexial children, usually
influenza contacts, and they too have had scattered moist
sounds in one or both lungs, whiGh, misguidedly
perhaps, I did not interpret as pneumonia. So far they
have all cleared rapidly with mist. acid. acetylsalicyl.
pro inf.-I am, etc.,
Chelmsford, Essex. E. M. HUME.

British Association of the Hard of Hearing
SIR,-As president of the British Association of the

Hard of Hearing, may I draw the attention of your
readers to the excellent help that it is able to give to
patients who suffer from a chronic impairment of
hearing that is found not to be amenable to medical or
surgical treatment ?
The clubs, at which new members are warmly

welcomed, are provided by different branches of the
association. Social evenings are regularly held. There
are classes for deafened adults to help them to acquire
skill in using hearing-aids and in lip reading. Frequently
there is a-youth section for young men and women who
have not been able to find opportunities for enough
social life elsewhere.
My wife and I, through long experience in the

University of Manchester of holding evening classes
and informal meetings for adults who have suffered a
partial or total loss of hearing, know how much help
can be given to them both occupationally and socially.
The clubs help these people to learn to live with their
deafness. Persons suffering from a total loss of hearing
are always sure of an understanding welcome in the
clubs of the association. It has been noted, and we
have observed it to be true, that a progressive loss of
hearing in later middle age is liable to be a source of
much unhappiness and mental stress.
The resources of the British Association of the Hard

of Hearing, its offices, and members are available to
help all people for whom loneliness and anxiety have
become a consequence of deafness. The hon. secretary,
Mr. C. H. Mardell (The British Association of the Hard
of Hearing, Briarfield, Syke Ings, Iver, Buckinghamshire),
will be glad to send to anyone who is interested the
address of the nearest branch of the association.-I am,
etc.,
Department of Education of the Deaf, A. W. G. EWING.

University of Manchester.

Obituary
T. MURRAY NEWTON, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.F.P.S.

Mr. Murray Newton, honorary consulting surgeon to
the Western Infirmary, Glasgow, died on March 19 at
the age of 68.
Thomas Murray Newton was born on October 21, 1890,

and studied medicine at Glasgow University, graduating
M.B., Ch.B. in 1913. During the first world war he served
with the R.A.M.C. in France and Mesopotamia, and his
future career was probably determined by an association
at that period with a young surgeon who was later to
become, as Sir John Fraser, professor of clinical surgery
and principal of the University of Edinburgh. Newton
returned, however, to general practice for a few years in
Grimsby, where he was honorary secretary of the old North
Lincoln Division of the British Medical Association in
1923-4, and later in Glasgow, an experience which he
cherished and which remained throughout his life as the
broad background against which he practised his specialty.
Not until 1925 did he see his way to devote himself to
surgery. He then joined the staff of the Western Infirmary
undismayed by the seniority of some who were his juniors
in age. He became a Fellow of the Royal Faculty of
Physicians and Surgeons in 1925, and soon developed a
special interest in the surgery of the thyroid gland. In this
he was to become a master. Those were times when
diagnostic aids in this field were by present standards
primitive, and when assessment by clinical observation and
experience was all-important. In this he excelled, and
many surgeons who visited the Western will recall the
modest authority with which he would discuss a problem
and the confident dexterity with which he operated. Both
in the Western Infirmary and in the Dumbarton Hospital
he continued to practise a wide variety of general surgery,
but the thyroid was his love. When the B.M.A. held its
Annual Meeting at Glasgow in 1954 he served as a vice-
president of the Section of Surgery. 'He retired in 1956.

A. B. K. writes: If all surgeons in charge of wards were
Newtons the hierarchical system would be universally
adopted. He had a capacity to see the virtues of even
the weakest; he sought no glory; his greatest pride was in
the achievements of his juniors. To them and to students
he taught the treatment of the patient as an individual.
Perhaps he liked to be regarded as something of a sceptic,
but he was not unreceptive of new ideas. There was one
abiding test to which he subjected his decisions, " Is it in
the interests of this patient ? " His broad humanity and
patent sincerity made him confessor and counsellor to a
multitude of younger men. The stories which he delighted
to tell had only one victim-himself. To those who knew
him it was no surprise that he became the first chairman of
the Central Consultants and Specialists Committee in
Scotland. The profession could not have had a better
guide in those formative years of the National Health
Service. He was sustained through many a trial by a deep
faith in God and humanity. His days of relaxation were
memorable if they could be spent with friends or family on
a Highland loch or river with rod and line. He is survived
by his widow, two medical sons, and two daughters.

R. B. W. writes: With the passing of Mr. T. Murray
Newton the West of Scotland has lost a fine surgeon and
an admired and respected man. Murray Newton was much
more than a consultant surgeon-he was regarded as a father
confessor by his colleagues, junior and senior, surgical and
medical. All brought their problems, clinical, professional,
even social and domestic, to him knowing they would receive
a patient hearing, a sane appraisal, and all the forthright
advice and assistance that he could give. Essentially
conservative in attitude and outlook, " T.M.N." was a neat
and skilflul surgeon, but could be bold and radical when the
occasion demanded. He made a special study of the surgery
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