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consultants, the same privilege would have to be
accorded to hospital engineers, nursing staff, and all
other members of the N.H.S.
At the suggestion of the CHAIRMAN, it was agreed

that a memorandum should be drawn up setting out all
the arguments. This should be sent to the Joint
Committee, which, if it did not wish to pursue the
matter, would be asked if there were any objection to
the Trust doing so.

Part-time Consultants and Income Tax
It was announced that the G.M.S. Defence Trust had

contributed the sum of £125 towards the cost of the
appeal to the High Court in the matter of part-time
consultants and income tax.

WAS IT A DRUG?
COD-LIVER OIL FOR TUBERCULOSIS

At a recent prescribing appeal the referees took the view
that cod-liver oil and malt prescribed by a doctor for a case
of long-standing pulmonary tuberculosis and for a case of
brisk primary reaction to pulmonary tuberculosis and
coincident silicosis was not a drug which the executive
council was bound to provide in these cases.
A doctor prescribed 10 lb. (4.5 kg.) of cod-liver oil with

malt for the first patient, and 8 lb. (3.6 kg.) for the second
patient. The executive council decided that in neither of
these cases was the cod-liver oil with malt a drug which it
was bound to, provide. The doctor appealed to the local
medical committee, which upheld the executive council's
decision. It did so because it thought the preparation was
not a drug and not merely because the quantities ordered
were unusual. The doctor then appealed to the referees,
but did not appear to support his appeal. The referees
understood from his statement that the purpose of the
prescriptions in both cases was to supply a substitute for
" calciferol," which one refused to take and the other did
not like. The referees agreed with the local medical
committee's reasons for disallowing the appeal, but the
doctor referred them to a Ministry of Health circular of
July 8, 1952, which stated:

"if a Council is informed by a practitioner that cod-liver oil
and malt was prescriled by him for the treatment of
tuberculosis, and it was prescribed in reasonable quantities, the
Minister assumes that the Council will follow the advice of the
Joint Subcommittee and regard the preparation as a drug
properly supplied under the pharmaceutical services."

In the opinion of the referees, the circular did not justify
either prescription in the cases before them because the
quantities ordered were unreasonable.

Previous Ruling
In a previous prescribing appeal, which wasreportedinthe

Supplement of January 25, 1958 (p. 36), the medical
members of the tribunal took the view that cod-liver oil
with malt, irrespective of the quantity prescribed, was no
longer regarded as a remedy for tuberculosis, and the
tribunal ruled that it was not a drug which the executive
council was bound to provide.

ASSISTANTS AND YOUNG PRACTITIONERS
SUBCOMMITTEE

Size of Lists
Disappointment at the reaction of the General Medical
Services Committee to a resolution of the Assistants and
Young Practitioners Subcommittee urging reduction in
the size of general practitioners' lists was expressed by
Dr. R. M. S. MATTHEWS at the subcommittee's meeting
on February 11.

Before the meeting, with Dr. F. G. TOMLINS in the
chair, was a report that the parent body had decided
to receive but take no action on the subcommittee's
recommendation (Supplement, January 31, p. 37). Dr.
MATrHEWS said he knew it had been received. He
was disappointed it had not been acted upon, but he
could understand that it was best for the idea to grow.

Dr. A. B. DAVIES, chairman of the G.M.S.
Committee, told the subcommittee that its spokesman
had been listened to attentively and sympathetically,
and the decision to take no action was not a deliberate
attempt at frustration or damping down but purely a
matter of expediency with regard to Association policy.
Dr. R. T. JONES urged that the G.M.S. Committee
should be asked to reconsider its decision and that its
sympathy with the subcommittee's views should take the
concrete form of endorsement and reference to Council
or other appropriate body, rather than that the matter
should just be pigeonholed.

After further discussion it was agreed that no
decision should be taken until the next meeting and that
in the meantime further figures should be obtained of
the average size of lists and details of the expense ratio.

Draft Memorandum of Evidence to Royal Commission
The subcommittee discussed the text of a revised draft

memorandum of further evidence which it wished sent
to the Royal Commission. There being insufficient time
for the debate to get beyond the first 25 paragraphs, it was
agreed that a drafting committee should deal with the
remaining 42 for the purpose of amendments in detail
only. policy matters excluded, in time for the next full
meeting of the subcommittee on March 11. It was agreed
that the document should be put forward as presenting
the problems of practitioners entering and establishing
themselves in general practice, the majority of them being
young and likely to be affected by the Royal Commission's
recommendations for a longer period than their senior
colleagues.

In the course of the preamble the subcommittee recorded
its disagreement with the view that " those wbo enter
general practice have fallen off the ladder of success in
medicine." Family practice at its best was a vocation in
itself. With widening horizons in medicine and more
facilities becoming available the general practitioner would
be able to do progressively more for each patient, who, in
turn, would desire a progressively higher standard of
medical care.

Other matters dealt with in the document included the
question of assistantships. They provided a helpful
introduction to general practice, although it was to be
pointed out that successful careers had been enjoyed by
principals whose previous experience had been confined to
hospital, overseas medical services, or the medical branches
of armed Forces. The Trainee General Practitioner Scheme
was criticized on the ground that, although it provided posts
for junior members which would not otherwise exist, its
overall cost in 1957 was too great in comparison with the
amount spent in the same year on initial practice allowances.

After dealing in considerable detail with the claims put
forward with a view to improving the lot of the assistant.

Correction.-Mr. G. A. BAGOT WALTERS states that his letter
(Supplement, February 14, p. 55) should have read ". . . all
non-teaching consultants should join the Regional Hospitals'
Consultants and Specialists Association. This small body has
been most active and helpful in dealing with the problems of
non-teachers.... He did not mean to refer to the regional
consultants and specialists committees.
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