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and those who are concerned in industry. In spite of
the scientific nature of the research and the manner
of presenting factual data, there is also running through
the work a humanistic approach which makes it an
outstanding contribution to the subject and a book
which should be studied very widely and kept for
reference.

MARJORY W. WARREN.

E.E.G. STUDY OF TWINS
Uber die Erblichkeit des Normalen Elektroenzephalogramms.
Vergleichende Untersuchungen an Ein- und Zweieiigen
Zwillingen. By F. Vogel. (Pp. 92; illustrated. DM. 9.60.)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. 1958.

This is a careful study of the electroencephalograms of
more than 200 pairs of identical and non-identical twins.
As would be expected of its famous place of origin, the
method of working is impeccable both as regards the
study of zygosity and electroencephalographic technique.
Unfortunately the aims of the investigation were
apparently limited to what is already generally accepted
-namely, that there is a large genetic contribution to
the appearance of the normal electroencephalogram.
The work does not add to our knowledge of any possible
genetic mechanisms or of any neurophysiological
correlations. Almost the only new addition to knowledge
seems to be the disproof of the fact that the increased
amplitude of alpha rhythm often found on the right side
compared with the left is not significantly related to
handedness, nor were any mirror image electro-
encephalograms found in identical twins.

D. A. PoND.

CLINICAL CHEMICAL METHODS
Clinical Biochemical Methods. By A. L. Tdrnoky,
B.Sc.Tech., Ph.D. (Pp. 239; illustrated. 50s.) London:-
Hilger and Watts Ltd. 1958.

There are many books describing laboratory techniques,
and the publication of yet another one would seem to
require some justification. It must be said at once that
this book justifies itself immediately by its simplicity of
presentation and the terse directness of its style. Dr.
Tirnoky is the biochemist at the Royal Berkshire
Hospital, and his book is a compilation of the clinical
chemical methods in routine use in his department. Each
method is described in the form of notes beginning with
a brief account of the underlying principle and the type
of specimen required. Instructions for the techniques
are written in the imperative mood, and are followed
by the method of calculating and expressing the results
with the normal findings. The reagents are listed, and
finally there are helpful comments on special aspects of
each technique. Each method is ascribed to its author,
and there is a bibliography of 84 references at the end
of the book, five of them being to original work by Dr.
Thrnoky himself. There is a short section on analytical
control, and a list of manufacturers of equipment and
chemicals, and of books in everyday use in the author's
laboratory. There is, deliberately, no clinical
interpretation of the results. In spite of its surely
unnecessarily high price, this is a very useful manual of
English routine practice in a clinical chemical laboratory,
and it should have a wide appeal to clinical pathologists
throughout the country. Medical laboratory technicians
working for their diplomas in chemical pathology will
find it invaluable.

WALTER H. H. MERIVALE.
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A Guide to the History of Bacteriology. By T. H. Grainger,
Jr. (Pp. 210+xi. $4.50.) New York: Ronald Press Co. 1958.
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Antibiotics Monographs. No. 8. Chloromycetin (Chloram-
phenicol). By T. E. Woodward, M.D., and C. L. Wisseman, Jr.,
M.D. (Pp. 159+xiv; illustrated. $4.) New York: Medical
Encyclopedia, Inc. 1958.
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M.D., and L. E. Putnam, M.D. (Pp. 148+xi; illustrated. $4.)
New York: Medical Encyclopedia, Inc. 1958.
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Bell, M.D., M.S., F.A.C.P. (Pp. 109+viii; illustrated. $4.) Newr
York: Medical Encyclopedia, Inc. 1958.

Milestones in Modern Surgery. By A. Hurwitz, M.D., and
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F.A.C.S. (Pp. 147; illustrated. 45s.) London: Henry Kimpton.
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