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immunize all who want protection against poliomyelitis.
This is so because the danger is very real to the public. I
venture to think that most parents who accept smallpox
vaccination for their children do so because they are fully
"educated" about the nature of the diseAse and its dire
effects. As Dr. Burton says, we should accept the lay
public's holistic outlook on health and sickness. Instead of
decrying the efforts of the B.B.C. it would be far better to
try to persuade them to include some " prevention" in their
"disease " programmes.

Finally, I agree that we must accept that the public want
to know about disease and they have the right to so desire.
They are also pretty tough, as Dr. Burton says, and they
can take a certain amount of unpleasant or so-called sensa-
tional television. It is inevitable that some will faint and
some will acquire television symptoms. This risk must be
accepted for the benefit to the many, and prior warning
could be given in the hope that such persons would switch
off.

In the end it is the lay public who will judge the success
or otherwise of these television programmes. As they are
the people who really matter, why not find out what they
think by printing their views in your correspondence
columns ?-I am, etc.,
Southampton. J. G. P. POWER.

Domestic Animals and Human Disease
SIR,-I have sometimes wondered whether one of the

causes of the increase in dysentery is the increase in the cat
and dog population. 1.5% of domestic dogs and cats carry
salmonella organisms, and in some kennels the rate reaches
18%.' The opportunities for transmission in the home
must be many, and to make them greater some people kiss
their dogs on the nose without, as a member of the " Any
Questions ? " team put it, considering where that nose has
been. Only to-day I saw a man permitting his greyhounds
to foul the grass of a park on which children play football
and roll about. Cats are, presumably, less at fault than
dogs, since they bury their excreta and destroy rats and
mice, which would otherwise cause great pollution of food.
-I am, etc.,

Devonvort. J. LAWRENCE HENRY.
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Glomus Jugulare Tumours
SIR,-Referring to your annotation on tumours of the

glomus jugulare in the Journal of February 1 (p. 273), I
should like to point out that the tumour published by
Rosenwasser' was diagnosed by S. Otani, who actually
deserves the credit for having first pointed out the connexion
of Guild's glomus jugulare2 and the neoplasm under discus-
sion. This has been elaborated on in a papers in which
I attempted to correlate these tumours with von Hippel-
Lindau's disease.-I am, etc.,
New York. FREDERICK G. ZAK.
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Control of Mephenesin
SIR,-I notice that mephenesin is now on sale to the

general public without prescription in the form of sleeping
tablets. I believe the amount of mephenesin in each tablet
is 450 mg. In view of some recent reports' ' on this drug
it is difficult to understand how it can be of value as a
hypnotic, and, more important, why it should be freely
obtainable over the counter-at least in a form providing
doses of nearly half a gramme. Workers in this country
and the U.S.A. now state that, contrary to some earlier
reports, mephenesin is a poor sedative and is effective as a
relaxant for muscle tension only when it is given intra-
venously. Indeed, it has been said that its only real effects
when given by mouth may be side-effects. These include
blurring of vision and dizziness.

Following reports of the toxic effects of methylpentynol,
including its implication in a number of road accidents, it
was placed in Schedule 4. Should the same standard not
be applied to mephenesin ? Sargant2- states that it " can
cause intoxication at a much cheaper rate than by pur-
chasing heavily taxed alcohol." He says that because of
this it has " been swallowed in bulk by psychopaths."
Finally, if mephenesin is advertised for alleged sleep induc-
ing qualities to the general public, there is a danger that,
because of its relative ineffectiveness in this respect, larger
doses than those recommended by the manufacturers may be
taken in order to try to relieve insomnia.-I am, etc.,

London, E.18. G. F. NEWBOLD.
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Doctors and Human Survival
SIR,-I am interested to see that Dr. Felix Brown's letter

(Journal, February 1, p. 283) has evoked no response as yet
in your correspondence columns. For some time now
doctors' remuneration and the plight of hospital registrars
have been hotly debated in print and out of it-and yet
these problems are insignificant compared with the appalling
question of human survival. Have we heard, therefore, all
that can be said on the subject ?
We have listened to politicians and generals assuring us

that there is no alternative but to build more and bigger
machines of war to maintain peace. If we claim to be a
Christian community, are we quite satisfied that this is the
proper solution ? Surely our actions must be governed by
what is right, not what is expedient ?

In the final analysis it matters little which policy entails
the least risk-arming with nuclear weapons, conventional
weapons, or what you will-but which policy is morally
right. No one will pretend that such a decision is an easy
one to take. If we make the right decision, we can indivi-
dually and as a profession extend and perpetuate that
message which only seems to be with us for an all too
brief period once each year: Peace on earth, good will to
all men.-I am, etc.,

Caterham-on-the-Hill. Surrey. BRIAN HEBER.

POINTS FROM LETERS
Post-influenzal Depression
Dr. L. A. NICHOLS (Sidcup, Kent) writes: Dr. R. M. Harrison

(Journal, February 22, p.. 460) vehemently advocates the use of
methylpentynol carbamate (" oblivon-C ") to combat depression
and debility as sequelae of influenza. He attempts to induce
physicians to choose methylpentynol rather than " a beverage
containing ethyl alcohol [that] 'works wonders,'" advertised in
the press. But methylpentynol, according to the manufacturers,
"is a simple unsaturated aliphatic alcohol." From time im-
memorial and common to all civilizations (the only exception
known to me are the Senoi of Malaya) the physical self-treatment
of depression has been by alcohol, the tranquillizer par excellence.,
He advocates, therefore, nothing new, but screens the name.

Smoldng Prohibited
Dr. DAVID A. HERD (Leeds) writes: In view of the ever-

increasing proof of the harmful effects of tobacco fumes, I
suggest that the Executive of the National Health Service supplies
free of charge smoking prohibition notices to all medical
practitioners, out-patient waiting-rooms, and certain medical
wards at all hospitals throughout the country.

Scars and " Tension Headache "
Dr. GEOFFREY C. PETHEDR (Hitchin, Herts) writes: We hear

much of tension headache, but we also know that old wounds and
scars ache at the onset of bad weather. No adequate explanation
has yet, to the best of my knowledge, been found. Is it not
possible, then, that some of the supposed tension headaches arise
in a neck or scalp badly scarred from old boils ? Such would
not seem to require psychiatric investigation; an eye on the
barometer could be informative.
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