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of Mr. L. Farrer-Brown, to review the medical service in
Malta and make recommendations on its terms of employ-
ment (Supplement, May 5, 1956, p. 263, and November
10, 1956, p. 181). The Commission's report was pub-
lished in 1957 (Supplement, February 23, 1957, p. 93). In
discussions between the Medical Officers Union of Malta
and the Maltese Government during 1957, the Government
indicated that it was not prepared to implement certain of
the Commission's recommendations. In particular it was
not prepared to give the new advisory and executive board
the powers which had been recommended by the Commis-
sion, and it refused the right to arbitration on terms and
conditions of employment. It also refused to adopt the
remuneration recommended in the Commission's report, on
the grounds that a further review of Civil Service remunera-
tion was to be undertaken.

Cessation of Government Work
On February 26 the Medical Officers Union threatened

a repetition of the collective resignation which had been
organized a year previously. The Maltese Minister of
Health then announced in the Legislative Assembly that
the Government would accept all resignations and th4at
acceptance would imply immediate termination of service,
and in that case the Government would disallow doctors all
Government facilities, such as the use of hospitals and dis-
pensaries. Further, all resigning medical officers occupying
Government quarters would be required to vacate them
forthwith. Continuity of service with its accruine benefits
and rights would be forfeited, and doctors wishing to re-
join Government service at a future date would have to
do so under a new contract and no consideration of past
service would be taken.
The Medical Officers Union countered this by announcing

that its members would not resign from Government service
but that there would be a concerted cessation of Govern-
ment work. A service for emergency cases would be con-
tinued and patients would be allowed to attend doctors
privately. No date was fixed for this action to begin.
An exchange of correspondence between B.M.A. Head-

quarters and Mr. Mintoff is now in progress.

PRACTICE COMPENSATION
A deputation from the Association, consisting of Dr. S. WAND
(Chairman of Council), Dr. A. B. DAVIES (Chairman of the.
G.M.S. Committee), and Dr. A. N. MATHIAS (Chairman of
the Compensation and Superannuation Committee), met the
Minister of Health on March 19 and discussed various
matters in connexion with the administration of the fund
which was set aside by the Government in 1948 to com-
pensate doctors for the loss, under the N.H.S. Act, of the
right to sell the goodwill of their practices.

DOMICILIARY CONSULTATIONS BY
CHEST PHYSICIANS

As a result of representations by the Staff Side, Committee B
of the Whitley Council has agreed that chest physicians
should not be precluded from receiving a domiciliary con-
sultation fee for visiting a case of tuberculosis, provided the
patient is not under active treatment for the disease. Pre-
viously no fee was allowed for a visit made to any patient
on the tuberculosis register of a chest clinic.

HOSPITALITY
An Austrian doctor's daughter, aged 17, would like to stay
with a British doctor's family during the summer, either
as a paying guest or on an exchange basis. In the latter
case the British girl would have to visit Austria before
July. The Austrian doctor's son, aged 16, would also like
to visit this country on a similar basis.

A Swiss doctor's daughter from Lausanne, aged 18, would;
like to stay with a British doctor's family, preferably in or
near London, from July to September. She would come
as a paying guest or on an au pair arrangement.
Would anyone interested please get in touch with Dr.

R. A. Pallister, International Medical Advisory Bureau,
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1.

Questions Answered

We publish below a selection of those questions and
answvers which seem of general interest. It is regretted
that it is not possible to suipply answers to all questions
submitted.

Eligibility for Pension
Q.-In July I shall have coinpleted ten years' suiperannu-

able service as a general practitioner on the list of an execu-
tive council. Shall I be eligible for a pension then, and how
much will it be?
A.-You are eligible for a pension provided you have

then reached age 60 and you resign from the executive
council list. The pension will amount to 14% of your totat
superannuable remuneration throughout the ten years. Thus,
if during the ten years you received £20,000 superannuable
remuneration your pension will be £300 a year. To that
will be added a lump sum retiring allowance of 1% of
total superannuable remuneration (£300) for a married man
(whose widow, should he die, would receive a widow's
pension) and 41% (£900) for a single man or one who has
been a widower throughout the ten years. The lump sum
would be between those limits should the doctor's wife have
died during the ten-year period.

Q.-I have more than one appointment in the Health
Service. Must I retire from all appointments before I can
receive a pension ?
A.-Appointments on the lists of separate executive coun-

cils count as one, so you must retire from all before bene-
fits become payable on these. Appointments with other
" employing authorities " (for this purpose, regional hospi-
tal boards, boards of governors, or hospital management
committees) are, however, treated separately for superannua-
tion purposes. For instance, should you retire from a
regional hospital board appointment after the age of
60 with ten years' service in that appointment you could
receive a pension even although you continued an appoint-
ment with any other employing authority (for example,
another regional hospital board or on an executive council's
list). If you retired from a hospital appointment after reach-
ing the age of 60 but before completing ten years in that
appointment, you could only receive certain limited bene-
fits in spite of the fact that you continued in contract with
another employing authority.

NEWS IN BRIEF

B.M.A. LECTURE.-Professor J. Rotblat gave a B.M.A.
lecture to the Finchley Division on January 31 on the use
of radioactive isotopes in medicine.
CHAIRMAN OF WELSH COMMIVrEE.-Sir Tudor Thomas

has been elected chairman of the B.M.A. Welsh Commnittee.

Correction.-The chairman of the Scottish Departmental Com-
mittee on the cost of prescribing in the National Health Service
should have been recorded as Sir James Douglas, not Mr. J. B.
Douglas (Supplement, March 22, p. 126).
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