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employment of a permanent assistant. The objection that
money would be paid to small-list practitioners with large
non-N.H.S. practices could be overcome by not paying the
loading to such persons. Doctors' extra practice commit-
ments are already calculated when local medical com-
mittees advise the Medical Practices Committee on classi-
fication of areas, and its use could be extended further.-
I am, etc.,

Basildon, Essex. R. T. JoNEs.

Socialist Medical Association
SIR,-Dr. A. Piney (Supplement, February 1, p. 50) is

surely over-optimistic in expecting a rational answer on the
subject of pay-beds from the Secretary of the S.M.A. In
dealing with socialists it should never be forgotten that the
core of their doctrine is that no one is entitled to retain
or to spend what he earns, except by grace of "society "-
by which they mean, the Socialist Party. £80 for a T.V.
set, or any amount per family per annum on football pools
-that is social. If one not addicted to either of these
attempts to spend a like sum escaping the horrors of a
general ward, that is anti-social. The end of their argument.
I am, etc.,

Bristol. GEORGE L. ALEXANDER.

Reward for Ability
SIR,-Most general practitioners are there by vocation.

Quite a number have given up consultant work in order to
specialize in that socialized branch of medicine which is
the province of the G.P. Some have even taken the trouble
(time and expense) to obtain extra qualifications in order
to equip themselves for their work. It is absurd to say that
the possession of a large number of units is the sole criterion
of ability in general practice. Extra qualifications obviously
indicate a wider knowledge of medicine, and if the posses-
sion of them is allowed to pass unrecognized surely the
quality of general practice will deteriorate.-I am, etc.,
York. A. B. FOLLOWS.

Diagnostic Facilities for G.P.s
SIR,-Dr. C. Taylor (Suipplement, February 8, p. 62) pleads

for diagnostic facilities for the general practitioner, and also
an opportunity for closer consultation between general prac-
titioners and their consultant colleagues. I am sure he will
be pleased to know that the diagnostic facilities of the
pathology department at Whipps Cross Hospital, London,
are open to local practitioners and that we have a medical
society whose objects, to quote from the constitution, are
"to promote closer contact between practitioners and the
hospital by arranging clinical meetings and lectures by
eminent speakers, and to facilitate association and discussion
between doctors in the area."-I am. etc.,

London, E.11. W. W. WALTHER.

Prescribing Investigation
SIR,-I have received this week-end the results of the

prescribing investigation on my practice for July, 1957.
Four forms, each with its official number, tell me that the
cost of my prescriptions is ninepence higher than that of
my colleagues in the area. The investigation goes on to
tell me the names of some of my patients to whom I have
prescribed expensive drugs. I wonder what the reason for
this can be. Are we expected to look back through our
records and try to remember if something cheaper would
have done A mild rebuke is probably intended by the
phrase that "the following expensive prescriptions are
noted." May I ask noted by whom and for what purpose ?
The final page is a complete enigma. Once again I quote:
" It is noted that an unusual number of prescription forms
bear two or more prescriptions." A list follows, complete
with names of patients well known to me as chronic sufferers
from varicose ulcers, asthma, bronchitis, eczema, and other

conditions that need multiple-item prescriptions. What does
officialdom want us to do here-give a separate form for
each item ?
The cost of this investigation must have been fantastic,

and the results obtained appear so ludicrous that one is
tempted to laugh the whole thing off as a Ministry joke if
the profession had not been constantly reminded of the
perilous financial state of the country. I know the reason
why my average cost is slightly higher than my local col-
leagues, but does the Ministry ? Not as a result of the
prescribing investigation.-I am, etc.,
Pinner Hill, Middlesec. ERIC J. TRIMMER.

B.M.A. LIBRARY
The Library service is available to all members of the Association
resident in Great Britain and Northern Ireland (and by special
arrangement to members of the Irish Medical Association). A
copy of the Library rules will be forwarded on application to the
Librarian at B.M.A. House.
The following books have been added to the Library:

Balint, M.: Problems of Human Pleasure and Behaviour. 1957.
Barrow. D. W.: Clinical Management of Varicose Veins. Second edition.

1957.
Carrington, W. L.: Psychology, Religion, and Human Need. 1957.
Clark-Kennedy, A. E.: Patients as People. 1957.
Comandini, A.: Doctor Kate: Angel on Snowshoes. 1957.
Conybeare, Sir J., and Mann, W. N. (editors): Textbook of Medicine.

Twelfth edition. 1957.
Cope, Sir Z. (editor): Sidelights on the History of Medicine. 1957.
Cope, Sir Z.: Early Diagnosis of the Acute Abdomen. Eleventh edition.

1957.
Crosse, V. M.: The Premature Baby. Fourth edition. 1957.
Davies, T. A. L.: Practice of Industrial Medicine. Second edition. 1957.
Eden and Holland's Manual of Obstetrics. Eleventh edition, by Alan Brews.

1957.
Gillies, Sir H., and Millard, D. R.: Principles and Art of Plastic Surgery.

Two volumes. 1957.
Glyn, J. H.: Cortisone Therapy. 1957.
Groliman, A. (editor): Clinical Physiology: The Functional Pathology of

Disease. 1957.
Grundy, F.: Preventive Medicine and Public Health. Third edition. 1957.
Grundy, F., and Lewis-Faning, E. (editors): Morbidity and Mortality in the

First Year of Life. 1957.
Ham, A. W.: Histology. Third edition. 1957.
Hanley, H. G.: Recent Advances in Urology. 1957.
Harrison, 0. A.: Chemical Methods in Clinical Medicine. Fourth edition.

1957.
Hilliard, L. T., and Kirman, B. H.: Mental Deficiency. 1957.
Jeffcoate, T. N. A.: Principles of Gynaecology. 1957.
King, E. J., and Wootton, I. D. P.: Micro-analysis in Medical Biochemistry.
Third cdition. 1956.

Knipping, H. W., et al.: Untersuchung und Beurteilung des Herzkranken.
1955.

Correction.-We regret that in the report of the Proceedings
of Council (Supplement, February 8, p. 51) the proposer and
seconder of the motion at the end of the debate on Lord Moran's
evidence to the Royal Commission were wrongly stated to have
been Dr. R. G. Gibson and Dr. Vaughan Jones. The sequence
of motions and amendments was as follows:
Proposed by Dr. Alex. M. Hall, seconded by Mr. S. Logan

Dahne:
That the Council of the B.M.A., having read and considered the evidence

given by Lord Moran before the Royal Commission, wishes to dissociate
itself immediately and entirely from the views Lord Moran expressed in

reply to the Chairman's question: " It has been put to us by a good many
people that the two branches of the profession, general practitioners and

consultants, are not senior or junior to one another but that they are level.

Do you agree with that ? " By the expression of such views in public the
consultant adviser to the Ministry of Health has, in the Council's opinion,
done much to disrupt the unity of the profession and consequently has

prejudiced the successful working of the National Health Service.

After some discussion, it was proposed and seconded that the
Council should proceed to the next business.
The motion was lost.
Whereupon an amendment was moved by Dr. R. G. Gibson.

and seconded by Dr. J. A. L. Vaughan Jones:
That the Council has noted Lord Moran's remarks to the Royal Commis-

sion on the status of the general practitioner in relation to other branches
of the profession and deprecates those remarks.

The amendment was carried.
Whereupon a further amendment was moved by Dr. W. E.

Dornan and seconded:
That the Council has noted Lord Moran's remarks to the Royal Commis-

sion on the status of the general practitioner in relation to the consultant
and regrets that a statement so manifestly false should ever have been made.

The amendment was carried, also as the substantive motion.
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