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POPULATION PROBLEMS
The Human Sum. Edited by C. H. Rolph. Preface by Lord
Simon of Wythenshawe. Illustrations designed by Alfred G.
Wurmser and a cartoon by Vicky. (Pp. 232+vi; illustrated.
18s.) London, Melbourne, Toronto: Heinemann. 1957.

Published for the Family Planning Association to com-
memorate its 25th anniversary, this fascinating book con-
sists of eleven essays by eminent writers on population, ex-
tending downwards from the world as a whole to the family
and the individuals composing it. After a preface by Lord
Simon of Wythenshawe, C. H. Rolph ably introduces the
subject and each of the writers. Julian Huxley surveys the
world scene with first-hand observations made during a
recent world tour, and concludes that, in addition to a vast
increase in the exploitation of the world's resources, popula-
tion limitation by the underdeveloped countries is essential.
This theme is reiterated by Bertrand Russell, who considers
that " nothing is more likely to lead to an H-bomb war than
the threat of universal destitution through over-population."
The paper by A. S. Parkes is concerned with what the
medical scientist, having been responsible for explosive
population growth through effective death control, must now
do to counterbalance it with equally effective birth control.
Mary Stocks describes the history of family planning in
Great Britain. C. H. Rolph contrives to infuse the Law's
regard for the family with immense hilarity. Jacquetta
Hawkes puts the case for intelligent family planning as
against a constant succession of unwanted pregnancies.
Michael Young and Peter Willmott contrast the horrors of
the working-class families in East London 40 or more years
ago with the encouraging enlightenment of the present day.
Edward Blishen writes from his personal knowledge as a
schoolmaster of the effects of parental attitudes-especially
in regard to family planning-on the character of the boys
he has to teach in a working-class district school. J. M.
Mackintosh discusses changing attitudes within the family.
James Lansdale Hodson gives a lurid account of induced
abortion, with a plea for a more lenient attitude towards
it on the part of the Law. Finally, the Reverend Sherwin
Bailey discusses some theological considerations of marriage
and the family; certain of his metaphysics read rather
strangely after the factual accounts in the earlier parts of the
book, but he concludes that the time has come for the
Church to revise some of its ideas of sex.
The book is liberally illustrated with amusing line draw-

ings by Alfred Wurmser and a cartoon by Vicky. Without
doubt this book is an important social document, and the
Family Planning Association is to be congratulated for
having sponsored it.

G. I. M. SWYER.

INTERPRETATION OF ELECTRO-
CARDIOGRAMS

Clinical Electrocardiography: Interpretation on a Physio-
logic Basis. By Manuel Gardberg, M.D. With chapters by
Richard Ashman, Ph.D., Irving L. Rosen, M.D., and Louis
Levy II, M.D. (Pp. 315 +xi; illustrated. 95s.) London:
Cassell and Co. Ltd. 1957.

Clinical Electrocardiography sets out to explain the matter
on a truly physiological basis. The introductory part is
therefore rather long and might become tedious, but it is
nevertheless important and essential to study. Chapter 5.
on the quantitative analysis of the QRS-T relationship, is
not at all easy, but study of it will reveal the significance
of the ventricular gradient: this is really well explained.
Injury and then ischaemia are treated in great detail. Left
and right bundle-branch block are considered in the con-
ventional way. Coronary disease has a long chapter. In
disturbances of the cardiac mechanism the theory of circus
movement is accepted as the cause of flutter and fibrillation.
At the end there is a chapter on vector cardiography; but
the idea of the vector has already been introduced in the
early chapters.

This book is profound and exhaustive, if not a little ex-
hausting. The text does not always read easily. The print

is in two columns and this tends to tire the eye. Not infre-
quently there are eight or more lines without a stop. There
are numerous cardiograms and diagrams. The former are
clear, but it would be simpler if only one complex was
shown. The latter are apt to be so complicated and elaborate
that they come near to defeating their object of making the
text clearer, and their captions are extremely long. But if
anyone can spend a very long time extracting the informa-
tion, this book will certainly prove a prolific mine.

TERENCE EAST.

TREATMENT OF NEUROLOGICAL
DISORDERS

Modern Therapy in Neurology. Edited by Francis M.
Forster, M.D. Foreword by H. Houston Merritt, M.D.
(Pp. 792. 90s.) London: Henry Kimpton. 1957.

A number of books on therapy have been published in
recent years, but this is probably the first to be devoted
to the treatment of organic neurological disorders. It is
written by a group of American neurologists under the
editorship of Professor Forster. As the editor says in his
preface, there is increasing interest in the aetiology and
therapy of diseases of the nervous system, and recent devel-
opments in neurochemistry hold promise of the discovery
of more effective therapeutic methods. There is a good
deal of information in this book about drugs which may be
used in neurological therapy, but it is often difficult to
discover from the text the indications for their use. The
book would be of greater value if there was more informa-
tion on the indications for and results of surgical treatment
in some of the disorders which are discussed. On the whole
the book is rather disappointing; certain chapters concern-
ing diseases in which specific treatment is available, such as
those on myasthenia gravis and meningitis, are good, but
in some chapters the writing is diffuse and a large number
of words seem to have been used to say comparatively
little.

J. W. ALDREN TURNER.

MECHANISM OF RESPIRATION
The Respiratory Muscles and the Mechanics of Breathing.
By E. J. Moran Campbell, M.D., Ph.D., B.Sc.(Lond.)
M.R.C.P.(Lond.). (Pp. 131 +xvi; illustrated. 20s.)
London: Lioyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd. 1958.

This monograph of 119 pages of text contains an appendix
and 16 chapters. It gives a very full and thorough account
of each respiratory muscle and its anatomy. The move-
ments of these same muscles and the mechanical factors
underlying them are considered in some detail. The terminal
part of the text includes an all too short account of the
control of respiratory movements and the physico-chemical
factors concerned in their regulation. In this portion the
author reaches out to present a beautiful summary of
modern, especially American, pulmonary medicine. This
account is well illustrated throughout and largely based
on the personal experimental findings of the author. The
appendix treats of electromyography, its technique, its
apparatus, and its record analysis. The field of medicine
covered is not large, but it is important, and there is no
book devoted to it in this country, and particularly at the
postgraduate level, at which it will be valuable.

A. ST. G. HUGGETT.

The second volume of Bibliography of Medical Reviews, com-
piled at the National Library of Medicine, Washington, has ap-
peared little more than a year after volume 1. It comprises sub-
ject references to about 1,800 review articles, mainly published
in 1956, with a few dated 1955 and 1957. Material is taken ex-
clusively from journals indexed in the Currenit List of Medical
Literature. This bibliography will in future appear annually
and from volume 3 will include an author index. It is published
by the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washmgton, 25, D.C., U.S.A., price 60 cents.
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