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and he touched people graciously as well as things. A
game of golf with him was a delightful experience and some-
thing to live over again in one's memory for the sheer fun
of recalling the incidents he contributed to the game as such
a doughty and courteous opponent. It is no wonder that
to-day a countless number of colleagues and former students
are remembering "Jim " Brash with pride, affection, and
gratitude, and find in what they remember of his friendship
and example fresh inspiration and courage to play their part
more worthily in the battle of life. Their sincere sympathy
goes out to the gracious lady whose devoted service and
support meant so much to her husband in everything he did
and undertook, and also to the son and daughter who so
worthily carry on.

C. L. PASRICHA, M.B., B.Ch.
The obituary of Lieutenant-Colonel C. L. Pasricha was
published in the Journal of January 25 (p. 223).

M. L. A. writes: With the death of Lieutenant-Colonel
-C. L. Pasricha on January 11 India has lost a distinguished
scientist and a sad gap has been left in the ranks of pioneers
in tropical medicine. Pasricha was perhaps the youngest
of that group of famous workers of the nineteen thirties-
Megaw, Chopra, Napier, Acton, Knowles, Smith, and
Chaudhuri, to mention a few-who consolidated the founda-
tions of the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and who
made some epoch-making discoveries in tropical medicine.
Colonel Pasricha's interests lay mainly in the field of in-
testinal diseases. He was a keen observer and a voluminous
writer. One can hardly pick up an issue of the Indiazn
Medical Gazette of the '30s and '40s without finding one or
two papers by him on bacteriophage, cholera vibrio, or
epidemic dropsy. He did some very useful work on cholera
and dysentery, particularly on the chemotherapy of cholera
in the days when sulphonamide drugs were the fashion for
every conceivable disease in the tropics. For his contribu-
tions to medical research he was awarded the Minto Medal
in 1939.

Colonel Pasricha was a hard taskmaster, but an enthusi-
astic helper to research workers who consulted him. Most
of his service was spent in Calcutta, and during the fifteen
years when he was professor of pathology and bacteriology,
and, later, director of the School, he gathered around him
a number of young doctors and science graduates whom he
trained for laboratory and field investigations into various
public health problems. For these studies he used to obtain
financial support from either the Indian Research Fund
Association (now the Indian Council of Medical Research),
or, if that failed, from industrial concerns in Bengal or
Assam. How many times I have attended the annual meet-
ings of the I.R.F.A. and seen him fight for his research
assistants and the continuance of the grants for their in-
quiries: he used to plead their cause so well that almost
invariably he carried the day. His old pupils will mourn
the passing away of a valued friend and teacher.

His death is a great loss to the country, for men so well
equipped and experienced and so well qualified in scientific
attainments are rare. A good friend and a wise counsell r,
he will be sadly missed by his friends and relations. Re
leaves behind two daughters, two sons, and a devoted wife
who helped him in many of his activities. To the bereaved
family we offer our sincere sympathy and condolence.

T. K. MONRO, M.D., LL.D., F.R.F.P.S.
J. D. 0. K writes: Perhaps one who was his eightieth house-
physician may be allowed to add a personal note to the
tribute paid to Professor T. K. Monro in the Journal of
January 18 (p. 164) ? In addition to his renowned library,
Professor Monro had a wide range of interests varying
from long country walks and fishing to a detailed know-
ledge of subjects as diverse as locomotive engineering and
the circus. Keenly interested in music and an expert mathe-

matician, this truly cultured man read his classics in the
original. When he was 90 and almost blind, long wakeful
nights had few terrors for one who could recite the plays
and sonnets of Shakespeare with great feeling. Lavishly
generous with his time and money, he was an ardent sup-
porter of the Church of Scotland, the orphan homes at
Bridge of Weir, the Glasgow Royal Technical College, and
the Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland.

Professor Monro was extremely conscientious in his
teaching, which lacked the sparkle of that of some of his
assistants, but his lectures stood the test of re-reading in
later years far better than most. He taught best by the
example of his work. Quite the most remarkable bedside
diagnostician one has ever been privileged to see in action,
he had uncanny accuracy in prognosis. "T. K." had a
delightfully delicate, dry sense of htimour and would some-
times pull his associates' legs without their being aware of
it. Yet he was prepared to listen to the views of the most
junior member of his staff. In spite of his undemonstrative
nature, his inherent kindness was quickly appreciated bv his
patients, and his serene equanimity helped many of them
through illnesses the gravity of which they never realized
when he was in charge. Perhaps the most striking features
of this great doctor were his simplicity, true humility, and
utter integrity. For very many years he had a vast influence
for good in Scottish medicine, and a great number of
Glasgow graduates will for ever treasure his memory.

In an obituary notice of Dr. E. A. Thomson (January 25. page
224) it was erroneously stated that he married his cousin. We are
informed that in fact he married the widow of a cousin.

Medical Notes in Parliament

MULTIPLE PACKS
Dr. J. DICKSON MABON (Greenock, Lab.) sought, in an
adjournment debate on January 23, to obtain some
assurances about the provision of additional multiple packs.
He made it clear that he personally disagreed with the idea
of multiple packs-it put medicine into a strait-jacket, and
prevented doctors from varying their treatment according to
the needs of the patient. It was merely a mechanism adopted
by the Government to alleviate hardship arising from the
charge of ls. per item instead of ls. per form imposed on
prescriptions in November, 1956. Since the debate on the
new regulations at the time, in which the House was told
that further suggestions about multiple packs would be
considered, one new pack had been adopted, and that was
concerned with the treatment of boils and carbuncles. It
was legitimate to complain about this long delay. He asked
in particular for information about multiple packs for
diabetic, tuberculous, colostomy, and cardiac patients; in
all these categories there was the common factor of chronic
sickness which could reach a state of stabilization, so that
it might be administratively possible to prescribe for long
periods or for a number of commodities collectively at one
time. He suggested also two possible alternative methods.
It might be possible for the health departments to permit
doctors to prescribe multiple packs from lists of variants,
which the patient could take to the chemist. Secondly, a
doctor might certify that a patient was chronically sick and
would be on a certain regime of medicine and materials for
two or three months, and on this certificate the Health
Service executive council could issue a registration card
to the patient which would make him liable only to the ls.
charge on the prescriptions regularly given by the doctor.
If there was difficulty in getting the profession, through the
B.M.A., to agree on a way out of the difficulty, which was
understandable, the departments should suggest other solu-
tions which might find acceptance.
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