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Obituary

J. H. T. CHALLIS, F.F.A. R.C.S.
Dr. John Challis, senior anaesthetist to the London
Hospital, died at his home at Woodford Green on
January 21, aged 61.
The son of a doctor, John Humphrey Thornton Challis

was born on November 8, 1896. From the City of London
School he entered the London Hospital Medical College in
1913, but in the following year, being a lieutenant in the
Royal Field Artillery (T.A.), he was called up at the out-
break of the first world war and served throughout as a
combatant, attaining the rank of captain. When demobi-
lized, he resumed his medical studies and qualified in 1925.

Almost at once he became
interested in anaesthesia,
which was to become his
life's work. He was ap-

pointed resident anaesthetist

at the London Hospital, and
1 in the next few years his
| lability and aptitude became

evident. In 1931 he was

elected honorary assistant
anaesthetist. His energy
and application were such
that, in addition to having
an extensive private practice,
he found time to serve as

,anaesthetist staff

~~~~~many other hospitals, in-

cluding the King George V at
Ilford, the Southend group,
the Royal National Throat,

Nose and Ear, the Bearsted Memorial, the Plaistow
Maternity, the Thorpe Coombe Maternity, the London Lock,
and the Jubilee at Woodford. In his earlier days he
pioneered the transition from "rag and bottle " to the more
advanced techniques of to-day, and, in particular, introduced
tracheal intubation to all his units. In 1933 John Challis was
a member of a surgical team which made an epic ffight to
India at a time when air travel was by no means as safe as
it is to-day and when the weight of equipment that could
be carried was limited. A visit to America broadened still
further his outlook, and, while in his own practice he
favoured simple techniques perfectly executed, he would
always support new methods once he had assured himself
of their safety. At the Annual Meeting of the B.M.A. in
1936 he served as vice-president of the Section of Pharma-
cology and Therapeutics, with Anaesthetics.
The second world war saw John Challis back in uniform

in 1939, this time as an anaesthetist to a mobile cerebral
surgical unit. Fifteen days after its arrival in France its
operation area was overrun by the Germans, and there
followed three and a half years in prisoner-of-war camps,
where he gave many anaesthetics in primitive and, at times,
almost barbaric conditions. The privations incident to
this period permanently undermined his health, and all his
post-war professional activities, carried out with selfless
devotion, were related to a background of gradually increas-
ing physical debility, with never a murmur of complaint.
"Dr. John," as he was always known in his home circle and
to his intimates, earned universal admiration for his indomit-
able spirit and fortitude, and at times made us all very
humble. He possessed a delightful quizzical sense of
humour, and was beloved by all his colleagues, medical,
nursing, and lay alike, and no less by all his patients. Per-
haps the anaesthetic he liked to give above all others was
for the operation of-caesarean section, and in it he excelled.

Elected F.F.A. R.C.S. in 1948, John Challis was a founder
member of the council of the Faculty. His contributions to

medical literature were numerous. He was part author of
several books, and, as president of the Anaesthetic Section
of the Royal Society of Medicine in 1947-8, he reviewed
the teaching of anaesthesia in his address to the Section.
His life was devoted to his work and to his family. In

his younger days he was an enthusiast for winter sports, and
all his life he retained his love for horses and for antique
furniture. With his widow, Dr. Margaret Challis, and three
daughters we mourn the passing of a true and very gallant
colleague.-R. A. B.

D. V. B. writes: Others will write more adequately of the
character and career of John Challis, but one who was first
assistant to his department at the London Hospital would
like to pay tribute to the memory of his chief. There are
some details of clinical techniques which can only be taught
by allowing the student to make his own mistakes, to get
into deep water, and then extricating him at precisely the
point of danger to the patient. Nowhere is this more true
than in anaesthetics, and no other activity is as wearing to
the teacher's nerves. It was a measure of his personal
mastery of the technique of general anaesthesia and of the
equanimity of his temperament that it was at just this type
of teaching that John Challis excelled and so inspired self-
confidence in his students and junior colleagues. The teach-
ing of his specialty was close to his heart, and he made it
the topic of his presidential address to the section at the
Royal Society of Medicine. The eyes that twinkled above
the theatre mask reflected a character that never knew
malice or evoked it in others, but inspired loyalty and affec-
tion. At moments of surgical stress he was the perfect
tranquillizer-devoid of toxicity. True virtuosity always
appears effortless and is seldom flamboyant; such was my
chief's.

J. J. McARDLE, M.B., B.Ch.
Dr. J. J. McArdle, who was in turn teacher, soldier,
and hospital medical officer, died at Belfast on January 3
at the age of 65.

John James McArdle was born at Tullynahinnera, near
Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan, and received his early
education at the national school in nearby Laragh and at
St. Macartan's seminary. He then went on to St. Patrick's
College, Maynooth, where he had a distinguished career,
gaining first place in all Ireland in English, Irish, and
mathematics at the first Arts examination. After leaving
college he was a teacher at Roscrea for a time until he
decided to study medicine. Accordingly he entered Uni-
versity College, Dublin, and graduated M.B., B.Ch. from
the National University of Ireland in 1921, and then held
the appointment of house-surgeon at St. Vincent's Hospi-
tal, Dublin. A little later he entered the Army Medical
Corps and served at various places in Ireland, including'
Haulbowline Island, in Cork harbour, and while there was
elected an honorary member of the Inter-State Postgraduate
Medical Association of North America for his services to
American naval personnel. He retired from the Army in
1929 with the rank of captain, and became medical officer
and surgeon at Monaghan County Hospital. His services
there were appreciated to the full by all who had dealings
with him, for in addition to his professional skill he inspired
affection and respect, and will be greatly missed in the
county, particularly by his colleagues.

H. I. MAISTER, F.R.C.S.Ed.
Mr. H. I. Maister, senior honorary orthopaedic surgeon
to the Provincial Hospital, Port Elizabeth, South Africa,
died at Port Elizabeth on January 4. He was 53 years
of age.

Hayman Isaac Maister was born at Capetown on
February 19, 1904, and studied medicine at Guy's Hospital,
qualifying M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1927. After qualification
he held a number of appointments at hospitals in England,
including St. Olave's and St. Thomas's in London. He was

elected F.R.C.S.Ed. in 1937, and specialized in orthopaedic
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surgery. During the second world war he served in India
with the R.A.M.C. as an orthopaedic specialist, attaining the
rank of lieutenant-colonel. After the war he married and
returned to South Africa, settling at Port Elizabeth, where
he joined the staff of the Provincial Hospital. He is sur-
vived by his wife, also a doctor, and two children.-S. G.

H. 0. M. MEREWETHER, O.B.E., F.R.C.S.Ed.
Mr. H. 0. M. Merewether, senior consulting surgeon
to the hospitals in the South-East Kent Group, died
suddenly at the Royal Victoria Hospital, Folkestone, on
January 7. He was 54 years ot age.
Henry Osborne MacCabe Merewether was born in

Australia on August 31, 1903, and came of a farming
family. He was educated at Geelong, Sydney University,
and at Edinburgh University, where he graduated M.B.,
Ch.B. in 1931. After graduation he became house-surgeon
to Sir David Wilkie, and, later, senior house-surgeon at
the Leicester Royal Infirmary. Elected a Fellow of the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in 1936, he entered
surgical partnership with Mr. H. W. L. Molesworth in
Folkestone in 1937, and in the following year was appointed
surgeon to the Royal Victoria Hospital. He joined the
R.A.M.C. as a surgical specialist at the outbreak of the
second world war in 1939, and served with distinction until
1945, having become a lieutenant-colonel in charge of a
surgical division. He saw service in Eritrea, Malta, and
Italy, and was appointed O.B.E. in 1945 for his services
during the Italian campaign. Just after the end of the war
he underwent a serious operation, but, in spite of severe
physical handicap, returned to his work as a surgeon, and
was actively engaged in consulting practice until a few days
before his death.
M. H. K. H. writes: Henry Merewether was a good all-

round surgeon, a skilled operator, and, above all, a kind and
humane man. Always full of fun, he liked his patients and
they liked him. He was a part of the hospital and popular
with everyone, and we all miss his cheerful voice and ready
wit. Almost our last memory of Henry is a happy one. He
gave up his Christmas morning to carve the turkey in his
ward, attired in a fantastic fancy dress. He was a parti-
cularly good speaker and raconteur. Active in his support
of the Folkestone Medical Society, he was in turn its
secretary, treasurer, and president, and his terms of office
are remembered as outstandingly successful ones. He leaves
a widow and a daughter, to whom we extend our deepest
sympathy.

J. C. BRASH, M.C., M.D., F.R.C.S.Ed., D.Sc., LL.D.
F.R.S.Ed.

The obituary of Professor J. C. Brash was published in
the Journal of January 25 (p. 223).

Emeritus Professor JAMES RITCHIE writes: No formal
obituary notice could convey the personal qualities which
endeared Professor Brash to multitudes of students and his
many friends. He had a well-organized mind stored with
knowledge, apart from his professional erudition, gained
from assiduous reading and his own experience; and his
knowledge was at the service of any sincere inquirer. He
was easy to approach, sympathetic in understanding, wise in
counsel, and habitually an impish humour leavened his
advice, as it did his lectures, speeches, or ordinary con-
versation. The photographic dossier in the anatomy depart-
ment at Edinburgh, which contains a photograph of each
individual who passed through his classes, is an index to
his interest in his students.

Professor Brash's profound knowledge of the development
of his science was illustrated in the first Haslam oration, on
"Surgeon Anatomists in the History of Anatomy," which he
delivered in Birmingham in 1930. His anatomical knowledge
caught the public fancy in the Ruxton, case, where his skilled
reconstruction of dismembered bodies and alignment of a

skull with a portrait contributed to the conviction of a
murderer; but this was for Brash simply an exercise in
anatomical detection. His research interests lay in other
directions, particularly in early human embryology and in
the growth and movements of teeth in the jaws of certain
mammals. Following a tradition of Edinburgh anatomists
he had a strong zoological bias, and his beautiful demon-
strations of the growth of the teeth and bones in rats, made
by feeding the animals discontinuously on madder and many
other stains, was based on an accidental discovery made by
John Belchier over two centuries ago. More remarkable
was his demonstration that in some mammals the apparent
forward movement of teeth was due to the deposition of
fresh dental material at the fore edge coincident with resorp-
tion at the hind edge. Recently he had made a thorough
dissection, with striking results, of the uniquely exaggerated
laryngeal air-sacs of the orang-utan. His firm belief that
direct personal knowledge of the structure of the body by
dissection was a basic requirement for sound medical educa-
tion led him to " bequeath " his body for anatomical study.

Professor Brash was much sought after as a lecturer, and
he fulfilled many engagements in New Zealand, Australia,
and India on a recent tour round the world with his wife.
To her we would express our sympathy and to his son and
daughter, who is on the staff of the Christian Medical Col-
lege at Ludhiana in the Punjab.

J. K. writes: The passing of James Couper Brash is a
sad event for his many friends and for the University of
Edinburgh, which he served with such distinction as its
professor of anatomy for twenty-three years, but his loss
will be deeply felt far beyond the bounds of his native
Scotland. His great reputation as a teacher and investigator,
as well as the writer and editor of authoritative textbooks
in his subject, had literally become world-wide. The fame
of the Edinburgh school of anatomy goes back a long way
in the history of medical education, and the great traditions
which stemmed from the three Monros, John Goodsir,
William Turner, Daniel Cunningham, and Arthur Robinson,
who preceded him as occupants of the chair, were safe in the
hands of James Brash. Like his predecessors, he was master
of all aspects of his subject, evern though in modern times
anatomical science has expanded to embrace knowledge
which was not even thought of a generation ago. He did
more than keep abreast of advances contributed by others,
however, for his alert mind and passion for investigation
led him to undertake researches which established new
knowledge of great practical value to the medical and dental
professions of his time. One had not to work with him
for long to discover his remarkable capacity for quick and
accurate observation, his indefatigable industry. and his utter
loyalty to truth. To watch his sound judgment and the
speed with which he sifted The wheat from the chaff in
appraising the theories and contentions of others was an
education in itself. The amount of hard intellectual work
of which he was capable in a given time was specially charac-
teristic of him: it might be reviewing an article or a book,
assessing the value of a thesis for a higher degree. or, as
an examiner, reading the scripts of the candidates in an
undergraduate examination-in any of these tasks his rapid
and accurate penetration was the envy of colleagues who
might, perhaps, match him in conscientiousness but could
never keep pace with him in the race against time.
He was a great teacher, but he taught those who had the

good fortune to be his students or the colleagues whom he
led and inspired a great deal more than anatomy. His great
humanity and kindliness never failed in word or deed, and
his delightful thrusts of pawky humour would always en-
liven and brighten his remarks on some essential though
sombre subject. The wonderful loyalty of his trust and
friendship stimulated us to emulate the thoroughness and
scrupulous care he brought to bear on all his work, and
unconsciously and inevitably his standards became our own.
He was a keen and skilful follower of those recrea-

tions in which he found relaxation and refreshment during
his well-earned holidays. Nullum quod tetigit non ornavit,
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and he touched people graciously as well as things. A
game of golf with him was a delightful experience and some-
thing to live over again in one's memory for the sheer fun
of recalling the incidents he contributed to the game as such
a doughty and courteous opponent. It is no wonder that
to-day a countless number of colleagues and former students
are remembering "Jim " Brash with pride, affection, and
gratitude, and find in what they remember of his friendship
and example fresh inspiration and courage to play their part
more worthily in the battle of life. Their sincere sympathy
goes out to the gracious lady whose devoted service and
support meant so much to her husband in everything he did
and undertook, and also to the son and daughter who so
worthily carry on.

C. L. PASRICHA, M.B., B.Ch.
The obituary of Lieutenant-Colonel C. L. Pasricha was
published in the Journal of January 25 (p. 223).

M. L. A. writes: With the death of Lieutenant-Colonel
-C. L. Pasricha on January 11 India has lost a distinguished
scientist and a sad gap has been left in the ranks of pioneers
in tropical medicine. Pasricha was perhaps the youngest
of that group of famous workers of the nineteen thirties-
Megaw, Chopra, Napier, Acton, Knowles, Smith, and
Chaudhuri, to mention a few-who consolidated the founda-
tions of the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and who
made some epoch-making discoveries in tropical medicine.
Colonel Pasricha's interests lay mainly in the field of in-
testinal diseases. He was a keen observer and a voluminous
writer. One can hardly pick up an issue of the Indiazn
Medical Gazette of the '30s and '40s without finding one or
two papers by him on bacteriophage, cholera vibrio, or
epidemic dropsy. He did some very useful work on cholera
and dysentery, particularly on the chemotherapy of cholera
in the days when sulphonamide drugs were the fashion for
every conceivable disease in the tropics. For his contribu-
tions to medical research he was awarded the Minto Medal
in 1939.

Colonel Pasricha was a hard taskmaster, but an enthusi-
astic helper to research workers who consulted him. Most
of his service was spent in Calcutta, and during the fifteen
years when he was professor of pathology and bacteriology,
and, later, director of the School, he gathered around him
a number of young doctors and science graduates whom he
trained for laboratory and field investigations into various
public health problems. For these studies he used to obtain
financial support from either the Indian Research Fund
Association (now the Indian Council of Medical Research),
or, if that failed, from industrial concerns in Bengal or
Assam. How many times I have attended the annual meet-
ings of the I.R.F.A. and seen him fight for his research
assistants and the continuance of the grants for their in-
quiries: he used to plead their cause so well that almost
invariably he carried the day. His old pupils will mourn
the passing away of a valued friend and teacher.

His death is a great loss to the country, for men so well
equipped and experienced and so well qualified in scientific
attainments are rare. A good friend and a wise counsell r,
he will be sadly missed by his friends and relations. Re
leaves behind two daughters, two sons, and a devoted wife
who helped him in many of his activities. To the bereaved
family we offer our sincere sympathy and condolence.

T. K. MONRO, M.D., LL.D., F.R.F.P.S.
J. D. 0. K writes: Perhaps one who was his eightieth house-
physician may be allowed to add a personal note to the
tribute paid to Professor T. K. Monro in the Journal of
January 18 (p. 164) ? In addition to his renowned library,
Professor Monro had a wide range of interests varying
from long country walks and fishing to a detailed know-
ledge of subjects as diverse as locomotive engineering and
the circus. Keenly interested in music and an expert mathe-

matician, this truly cultured man read his classics in the
original. When he was 90 and almost blind, long wakeful
nights had few terrors for one who could recite the plays
and sonnets of Shakespeare with great feeling. Lavishly
generous with his time and money, he was an ardent sup-
porter of the Church of Scotland, the orphan homes at
Bridge of Weir, the Glasgow Royal Technical College, and
the Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland.

Professor Monro was extremely conscientious in his
teaching, which lacked the sparkle of that of some of his
assistants, but his lectures stood the test of re-reading in
later years far better than most. He taught best by the
example of his work. Quite the most remarkable bedside
diagnostician one has ever been privileged to see in action,
he had uncanny accuracy in prognosis. "T. K." had a
delightfully delicate, dry sense of htimour and would some-
times pull his associates' legs without their being aware of
it. Yet he was prepared to listen to the views of the most
junior member of his staff. In spite of his undemonstrative
nature, his inherent kindness was quickly appreciated bv his
patients, and his serene equanimity helped many of them
through illnesses the gravity of which they never realized
when he was in charge. Perhaps the most striking features
of this great doctor were his simplicity, true humility, and
utter integrity. For very many years he had a vast influence
for good in Scottish medicine, and a great number of
Glasgow graduates will for ever treasure his memory.

In an obituary notice of Dr. E. A. Thomson (January 25. page
224) it was erroneously stated that he married his cousin. We are
informed that in fact he married the widow of a cousin.

Medical Notes in Parliament

MULTIPLE PACKS
Dr. J. DICKSON MABON (Greenock, Lab.) sought, in an
adjournment debate on January 23, to obtain some
assurances about the provision of additional multiple packs.
He made it clear that he personally disagreed with the idea
of multiple packs-it put medicine into a strait-jacket, and
prevented doctors from varying their treatment according to
the needs of the patient. It was merely a mechanism adopted
by the Government to alleviate hardship arising from the
charge of ls. per item instead of ls. per form imposed on
prescriptions in November, 1956. Since the debate on the
new regulations at the time, in which the House was told
that further suggestions about multiple packs would be
considered, one new pack had been adopted, and that was
concerned with the treatment of boils and carbuncles. It
was legitimate to complain about this long delay. He asked
in particular for information about multiple packs for
diabetic, tuberculous, colostomy, and cardiac patients; in
all these categories there was the common factor of chronic
sickness which could reach a state of stabilization, so that
it might be administratively possible to prescribe for long
periods or for a number of commodities collectively at one
time. He suggested also two possible alternative methods.
It might be possible for the health departments to permit
doctors to prescribe multiple packs from lists of variants,
which the patient could take to the chemist. Secondly, a
doctor might certify that a patient was chronically sick and
would be on a certain regime of medicine and materials for
two or three months, and on this certificate the Health
Service executive council could issue a registration card
to the patient which would make him liable only to the ls.
charge on the prescriptions regularly given by the doctor.
If there was difficulty in getting the profession, through the
B.M.A., to agree on a way out of the difficulty, which was
understandable, the departments should suggest other solu-
tions which might find acceptance.
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