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be established in an individual case, the notification of this
disease becomes vitally important at a time when the effects
of increased background radiation due to thermonuclear
explosions remain to be determined. The possession of
these statistics would provide at least some semblance of
a base line of variations due to other causes in the incidence
of these conditions.-We are, etc., J. F. ROBINSON.

London, S.W.11. J. FERGUS KING.

Calcium Chloride for Scorpion Bites
SIR,-Being a private practitioner in a slum area of

Calcutta, I have been coming across a large number of
scorpion-bite cases every year, especially during the mon-
soons. I have tried all the standard treatments for this
condition, but the results have been far from satisfactory.
Local infiltration with procaine hydrochloride and adrenaline
almost always brings the patient back within a few hours.
This was my experience in the emergency room of the hos-
pital also.

Recently I tried in four cases of scorpion bites a very
unorthodox method of treatment. I injected 5 ml. of a 10%
solution of calcium chloride intravenously, and in each of
the four cases the relief was dramatically quick, complete,
and permanent. The pain and burning sensation dis-
appeared by the time the feeling of warmth due to the
injection subsided. All these four patients were adults
between the age of 24 and 48 years. All of them were in
great agony and extremely restless when they came for
treatment. All of them were able to go about their busi-
ness within a few hours of the treatment, and one of them
attended a whole-night entertainment just three hours after
having the injection.

I admit that the treatment is absolutely empirical at this
stage. It seems that calcium chloride has some chemically
neutralizing effect on the scorpion venom. It will be very
interesting to see whether it is also effective in cases of
other insects' bites and stings-and even perhaps in some
cases of snake poisoning. Light thrown on this subject by
other colleagues will be most welcome.-I am, etc.,

Calcutta. SYED ABDULLAH.

Psycho-endocrine Association
SIR,-May I claim the hospitality of your columns to

make an announcement which may be of interest to a
number of your readers ? On May 21, at a meeting of
the Psycho-endocrine Research Group, a Psycho-endocrine
Association was formally constituted. The aims and objects
of the association are to promote the study of the inter-
relationship between the endocrine system and mental func-
tions, normal and disordered; to apply the knowledge of
these principles to psychological medicine; and to provide
a forum for the discussion of psycho-endocrinological and
related knowledge.

Will any reader, at home or abroad, who is interested in
these aims and objects, and who would like to apply for
membership, please write to the Hon. Secretary, Psycho-
endocrine Association, St. Ebba's Hospital, Epsom, Surrey.
The annual subscription has been provisionally fixed at 10s.
-I am, etc.,
London, W. 1. E. B. STRAUL6.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
A Disclaimer

Professor R. A. GREGORY (Liverpool) writes: In a recent issue
of a local newspaper there appeared an article describing the
work in the department of physiology, University of Liverpool,
including research in which I am concerned and which may have
eventual application in regard to the problem of peptic ulcer.
This article was based on an interview given some months ago to
a representative of the newspaper concerned at the suggestion of
the university authorities. I should like to make it known that
several statements in this article referring to possible therapeutic
applications of the research concerned were altered without my
knowledge or permission after the interview, and I therefore wish
to disclaim any responsibility for them.

Obituary

A. G. MAITLAND-JONES, O.B.E., M.C., M.D.,
F.R.C.P.

Dr. A. G. Maitland-Jones, consulting physician to the
children's department of the London Hospital, was
drowned on May 17 while salmon fishing in the river
Usk. He was 67 years of age.

Arthur Griffith Maitland-Jones was born on March 8.
1890, the son of the Rev. Joseph Maitland-Jones, and was
educated at Taunton School and at the London Hospital.
He qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1914, and then joined
the R.A.M.C. for service in the first world war. Twice
mentioned in dispatches, he was awarded the Croix de
Guerre in 1917, and the Military Cross in 1918, the official
citation covering the latter award reading as follows: " Dur-
ing the operations he repeatedly reconnoitred the roads
under heavy shell fire. By his example and leading he
established communication with the most forward dressing
stations, and succeeded in bringing up his ambulances and
rapidly evacuating the wounded from very exposed posi-
tions." He was appointed O.B.E. in 1919 as a further
recognition of his war services.

Returning to the London Hospital after the war, Maitland-
Jones held various house appointments there before be-
coming second assistant in the medical unit. After holding
a research fellowship at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore,
he became first assistant in the medical unit at " The
London." During this period he took the M.R.C.P., gradu-
ated M.B., B.S. with honours, and distinction in medicine,
from London University in 1921, and proceeded to the M.D.
in 1922. He was admitted F.R.C.P. in 1933. Maitland-
Jones was appointed physician to the children's depart-
ment at the London Hospital in 1925, becoming consulting
physician 20 years later, and from 1928 to 1931 he was assis-
tant physician to the Infants Hospital (now the Westminster
Children's Hospital), Vincent Square, and thenceforward
was physician to the hospital until he retired in 1945. For
a time he served as chairman of the hospital medical com-
mittee. He was also consulting physician to Dr. Barnardo's
Homes, the Royal Merchant Navy School, and the National
Adoption Society. He was the author of sections on the
diseases of children in a number of textbooks; and in the
years before the second world war he was a member of
the expert committee on infant and child nutrition of the
League of Nations. Maitland-Jones was president of the
Section for the Study of Disease in Children of the Royal
Society of Medicine from 1940 to 1942, having been hon-
orary secretary of the section from 1929 to 1931. A member
of the -British Paediatric Association, he was its secretary
from 1934 until the end of the second world war, and in
1949-50 its president.
In 1926 Dr. Maitland-Jones married Miss Miriam Ritchey,

daughter of Dr. John Ritchey, of Oil City, Pennsylvania.
They had a son and a daughter.

Dr. KENNETH TALLERMAN writes: I should like to pay
a tribute to Arthur G. Maitland-Jones, a dear and respected
friend for more than 30 years, during most of which time
I was associated with him professionally at the London
Hospital and elsewhere. As physician in charge of the
children's department at the London Hospital, and a mem-
ber of the staff of the Infants' Hospital, he showed himself
an able and wise paediatrician, and his opinion, based on
wide training and extensive clinical experience, was alwayg
greatly valued. His election to the presidency of the British
Paediatric Association and of the Paediatric Section of the
Royal Society of Medicine was a recognition of the posi-
tion which he had achieved. It is, however, of the man
himself that most of us, who are saddened by his sudden and
tragic loss, must be thinking, and it is in this connexion that
I would like to say something.
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