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of experimental chemotherapy in laboratory animals.
Finally, C. A. Imboden contributes a short section of
"Clinical Notes " on amoebiasis, which seem to be out of
place in this book. References are given at the end of each
chapter in the order in which they appear in the text. Most
readers would probably find it more convenient to "look
up " the literature arranged in alphabetical order at the end
of the book.

This work will commend itself to clinicians and laboratory
workers by giving an insight into the methods employed in
amoebiasis research, especially by the American school
headed by Dr. Rees at the National Institutes of Health at
Bethesda. Last, but not least, mention should be made of
the excellent appearance and set-up of this publication,
which one usually associates with "Thomas" books.

C. A. HOARE.

PATHOGENESIS OF POLIOMYELITIS
The Pathogenesis of Poliomyelitis. By Harold K. Faber,
M.D. (Pp. 158+xv; illustrated. 36s.) Springfield, Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions. 1955.

Dr. Faber holds that axonal propagation is the basic and
characteristic feature in the pathogenesis of poliomyelitis,
and this book presents a clear and concise statement of his
views. While agreeing that virus enters by the mouth and
intestine, he maintains that there is no pathological evidence
for its proliferation in the pharyngeal and intestinal mucosa.
The virus, he holds, is taken up by the peripheral nerves of
the mouth and pharynx and reaches the regional peripheral
ganglia along the neuraxons. It is in these ganglia that
multiplication takes place; from these, invasion of the cen-
tral nervous system follows and excretion of virus occurs
along the peripheral nerves to the surface. Such excretion
leads to re-invasion and re-excretion, and prolonged excretion
of virus probably depends on its multiplication in peripheral
axons inaccessible to antibodies. Viraemia is entirely a
secondary manifestation, a spill-over from the neural foci
of infection. Multiplication of virus in non-neural tissue
does not take place except in highly artificial tissue culture
where the extracellular environment of the host cells is
drastically altered, or in the body after large doses of corti-
sone. This theory is well argued and supported by
experimental evidence. Provided one is familiar with the
literature presenting the more commonly accepted views of
the pathogenesis of the disease, this book can be read with
profit and considerable stimulation. A. B. CHRISTIE.

ATLAS OF THE UPPER ABDOMEN
Blood Supply and Anatomy of the Upper Abdominal
Organs, with a Descriptive Atlas. By Nicholas A. Michels,
M.A., D.Sc. (Pp. 581+xiv; illustrated. £8.) London:
Pitman Medical Publishing Company, Ltd. 1955.

The preparation of the material for this atlas has meant
for the author nearly 20 years of research by dissection
and by other methods, such as the study of plastic corrosion
casts of different organs. The author himself dissected over
500 subjects in the investigations of the blood supply of
the upper abdominal organs. In addition, 150 plaster cor-
rosion casts of human livers, made by Healey and Schroy,
of the Daniel Baugh Institute of Anatomy, were studied
in order to obtain information on the distribution of the
hepatic arteries and bile ducts. The author believes that
the recent intensive development of certain aspects of sur-
gery, such as cholangio-jejunostomy, has made it imperative
for the surgeon to have a comprehensive and clear appre-
ciation of the blood supply of the upper abdominal organs,
and so the aim of the atlas is to give to him a basic know-
ledge of the normal and abnormal anatomy and embryo-
logy. The information. required is readily available and
well documented in this excellent textbook.
There is a comprehensive review of the literature on the

blood supply of the organs under discussion. The author's

own contribution supplements many of the earlier descrip-
tions, and also corrects some of the antiquated but still
current accounts that in many instances are too inaccurate
and incomplete to serve as a surgical guide for the com-
plex operations performed to-day. A chapter is devoted
to embryology, topographic relations, and developmental
anomalies of the organs in the abdomen, and more especi-
ally those in its upper part. The normal rotation and
fixation of the gut and its malrotation are clearly and ade-
quately described. The section on the liver and the gall-
bladder provides an excellent survey of the embryology,
anatomy, and anomalies of these organs, and includes details
of the distribution of blood vessels in the liver. The normal
anatomy and variations found in the different arteries in
the upper part of the abdomen are described at great length;
this information is clearly illustrated by the many drawings
in the atlas. A comprehensive bibliography is appended.
This atlas is a monumental contribution and fills a long-

felt need for a book of this kind. It can be recommended
without reservation. W. J. HAMILTON.

MIDWIFERY
A Textbook for Midwives. By Margaret F. Myles, S.R.N.,
S.C.M., H.V. Cert., Sister Tutor Cert., M.T.D. Foreword
by Miss Jean P. Ferlie, O.B.E., R.G.N., S.C.M. Second
edition. (Pp. 711 +xii; illustrated. 42s.) Edinburgh and
London: E. and S. Livingstone Ltd. 1956.

Anyone who reads this book cannot fail to appreciate two
facts about its auithor. Mrs. Myles. The first is that she is
a great teacher, and the second that she appreciates the
gradual change that is taking place in the responsibilities
of the midwifery profession. Compared with twenty years
ago, the midwife now carries less clinical responsibility than
she did, but against this her responsibilities in the field of
health education are increasing. Maternal and perinatal
mortalitv are steadily declining and can be made to decline
still further. Not the least important step in this direction
is the elimination of fear and ignorance, and here the mid-
wife can contribute so much. It is a highly progressive
step to include in a textbook for midwives a section devoted
entirely to the teaching of parentcraft.
Throughout the book the teaching is clear, concise, and

simple, and the observations made by the midwife as
opposed to those that belong to the sphere of the doctor
are explained. While the medical treatment of complica-
tions is considered in detail, no opportunity is missed to
stress the nursing care and preparations to be made for any
eventuality. Perhaps the chief criticism of the book is its
size and weight. The illustrations in the main are excellent,
and so well illustrate the text that they must be derived
from the author's " blackboard " experience. The coloured
pictures are particularly good and have been beautifully
reproduced. There are, however, many that seem to serve
no useful purpose, and it would be possible to reduce the
weight and cost of this book by dispensing with such pic-
tures as those of a sister taking a history, a V.D. clinic, or
a pupil about to shave the vulva. Again, too much space is
given to depicting and describing the instruments and equip-
ment required for various operations. These may help the
midwives working in the Simpson Memorial Hospital, but
when in Rome a midwife does as the Romans do.

ARNOLD WALKER.

Maxillofacial Anatomy, with Practical Applications, by H. H.
Shapiro (Pitman Medical Publishing Co., Ltd., 1954, 96s.), is a
well-produced and beautifully illustrated study of the structure
and functional anatomy of the maxillo-facial region. A number
of abnormal and anomalous conditions are included and discussed
in relation to treatment. These incursions into surgery, placed
as they are in juxtaposition to the facts of anatomy, give the
impression that the methods of treatment described are as clearly
accepted as the anatomical statements, which is not the case.
Many of the anatomical illustrations derive from Piersol and
Spalteholz. The author is assistant professor of anatomy at the
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York.
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