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practitioners (although they would not themselves be per-
forming the task in the first stage) so that they would be
well informed to deal with any requests for advice from
-their patients. Already 105 local health authorities in
England and Wales had applied for approval of their plans.

Synthetic Detergentts.-The recommendations of the committee
-on synthetic detergents are being studied. The committee's re-
port will be published as soon as possible.

Cyprus Hospital.-Part of the new hospital at Paphos will be
,in use by mid-March. Since the earthquake in September, 1953,
*patients have been accommiodated in temporary tented accom-
modation, which has provided a continuous hospital service.

Medico-Legal

ACTION AGAINST GLASGOW DOCTOR FAILS
[FROM OUR MEDICO-LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]

In November, 1951, Dr. John McDiarmuid Hanley, of Glas-
gow, was giving his patient, Mrs. Jemina Galloway, a course
of penicillin injections when the needle broke while he was
withdrawing it.. A series of operations failed to remove the
broken fragment from the patient's abdomen.

Mrs. Galloway brought an action for £2,500 damages
-against Dr. Hanley, alleging that he had been negligent in
allowing the needle to break. Dr. Hanley's defence was
that the needle was of a suitable type, that he had previously
given more than 2,000 similar injections, that in this case he
-had followed the usual and proper technique, and that the
-needle, as not uncommonly happens, had broken accidentally
while he was withdrawing it without any want of care on
his part.

In July, 1954, the case was heard before Lord Patrick
and a jury, who found unanimously in favour of Dr. Hanley,
but on appeal to the First Division the court on the ground
of misdirection sent the case back for a new trial.

This took place before Lord Strachan and a jury and lasted
for four days. In his summing-up on February 16, 1956,'
Lord Strachan directed the jury that the doctor could be
liable in damages only if they were satisfied that the needle
broke as a result of his fault. The mere fact that the needle
broke and was left in Mrs. Galloway's body did not entitle
her to an award of damages, however much they might
sympathize with her, and they must bear in mind the pos-
sibility that accidents might happen. They had to decide
whether the doctor failed to take the care which was required
of him-that was, to act with ordinary and reasonable care
and skill. Mrs. Galloway had to prove that there was a
practice of doing what she alleged, that the doctor had not
adopted that practice, and that the length of needle which
he used was one which no professional man of ordinary
skill would have used if acting with ordinary care. All these
things must be proved to establish liability.
The jury unanimously found in favour of Dr. Hanley.
The Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland acted for

Dr. Hanley.

EXTRAVENOUS INJECTION
In an action tried at the Liverpool Court of Passage on
December 19, 1955, Mrs. Catherine Prout alleged that Dr.
I. P. Crowley, a house-physician at the Walton Hospital,
Liverpool, had been negligent in the performance of an
intravenous injection of "ferrivenin" in June, 1952, and
,claimed damages from Dr. Crowley and from the North
Liverpool Hospital Management Committee.
The plaintiff, a married woman of 53, was being treated

as an in-patient for anaemia, and on three previous
occasions Dr. Crowley had successfully injected ferrivenin
into a vein of the antecubital fossa of the right arm. On
the fourth occasion a small quantity of the substance
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entered the tissues surrounding the vein, causing an abscess
to develop, which subsequently required the patient's re-
admission to hospital for treatment.

In her evidence the plaintiff said that at the beginning
of the injection she had felt a terrible pain in her arm and
that Dr. Crowley had persisted in the injection despite her
continued complaints of pain. Cross-examined by Miss
Rose Heilbron, Q.C., for Dr. Crowley, the plaintiff said
that she had not watched the injection or seen what the
doctor was doing, and based her allegation on the fact that,
when she complained of pain, Dr. Crowley had said, " I'll
have to let the whole lot go now."

Dr. Crowley gave evidence describing his technique, and
said that on this occasion the patient complained of pain
after he had injected about 1 ml. He had realized that the
point of the needle had come out of the vein and at once
withdrew the needle and ordered poultices to be applied
to the arm. Dr. S. D. McAusland, giving expert evidence
for the plaintiff, said that he had given over 120,000 intra-
venous injections but had never had a case where an
adverse reaction had occurred. He agreed that extravenous
injections could occur even if good care was taken. Mr.
J. B. Oldham, called by the defence, said that it was not
always easy to ensure that the point of the needle remained
in the vein and that the escape of an irritant solution into
the surrounding tissues had happened to him on a number
of occasions and, he thought, to practically everyone of
experience.

In his judgment, the Presiding Judge, Mr. G. Glynn
Blackledge, Q.C., said he was satisfied that the extravenous
injection of a small quantity of solution could happen
without any negligence on the part of the operator. He
held that Dr. Crowley had followed the correct technique
and had stopped the injection as soon as he realized that
the point of the needle was outside the vein. He found
no evidence of negligence on the part of Dr. Crowley, and
accordingly gave judgment for the defendants with costs.

The Medical Defence Union instructed Messrs. Hempsons.
solicitors, to act for Dr. Crowley.

Universities and Colleges

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

Dr. E. 0. Field has been elected to a Lectureship in Medical
Studies at St. Edmund Hall.

Dr. G. N. C. Crawford has been reappointed Demonstrator in
Human Anatomy from October 1, 1956, to September 30, 1961.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
Dr. L. H. H. May has been ieappointed a Health Service Officer
with tenure from May 1, 1956, for five years.

In Congregation on Janiuary 28 the following degrees were

conferred:
M.B., B.CHIR.-*J. F. H. Keighley, *S. M. Madeloff, *1D. J. Roberts,

D. J. Bartlett, *D. W. T. Roberts, *P. G. A. Bloomer, *M. P. Sherwood,

*F. L. Cole.
M.B.-A. E. Boyo, *J. H. LI. Lloyd-Thomas, *W. J. E. McKee,

*D. J. Moorhouse, B. W. G. Orr, A. H. Bottomlcy, *F. Heyes, S.

Priestman, *P. J. E. Hubbard, *N. H. Moynihan, *Joycc F. Baro, *N. L.

Burrell, D. King-Price.
*By proxy.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
The degree of M.S. was awarded by the Senate on January 25
to A. R. Anscombe and P. A. Ring.

Professor J. M. Mackintosh has been renominated as one of
the representatives of the University on the Court of Governors
of the London School of Economics and Political Science for the
year ending December 31, 1956.

Professor L. S. Penrose, F.R.S., has been appointed representa-
tive of the University at the first International Congress of Human
Genetics to be held at Copenhagen from August 1 to 6, 1956.

The following have been recognized as teachers of the Univer-
sity in the subjects indicated in parentheses: St. Bartholomew's
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